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Trade Links Glenn Mille 


: Conditions 


r and Benny Goodman’s 
to Fatigue 








| 
Two of the country’s top band- | 
leaders are currently showing what 
may be the results of the wear and 
tear of leading a band. Glenn Mil- | 
ler, whose band is doubling between | 
the Paramount theatre and Pennsyl- | 
vania Hotel, N. Y., besides doing three | 
broadcasts a week, was laid up most 
of last week in Mt. Sinai Hospital in | 
New York with a sinus attack.) 
Benny Goodman, whose crew is one- 
nighting and playing theatre stands 
westward toward a March 19 open- 
ing at the Cocoanut Grove, Los An- | 
geles, left his outfit Saturday (2) and, 
flew to Hot Springs, Ark., for a rest | 


+ 
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Bar-Fly Shooed 


Hollywood, March 5. 

‘The Drunkard’ was allowed to 
stagger around a Los Angeles 
stage for seven years without a 
protest, but the moment it reeled 
into the RKO studio, it was de- 
alcholized. 

Execs considered the title too 
groggy for the film’ trade. 
Mebbe it'll hit the screens as 
‘The Villain Still Pursued Her.’ 








has been bothering him for some 
time. 

Miller was shipped to the hospital 
in New York Tuesday (27), 
night before his opening at the Para- 
mount theatre, and he didn’t emerge 


to rejoin his band until Sunday (3). 


In the meantime, the Paramount 
rounded up bandleaders playing in 
this area to ‘guest lead’ Miller's 
crew. Most of it was handled by 
Tommy Dorsey, whose band is at 


nearby Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, | 


N. J. Dorsey stepped in the third 
show opening day, the first two be- 
ing m.cd by Paul Douglas, who 


(Continued on page 18) 


Lux’s Radio Deal For 
‘Oscar’ Winners Flivs; 
WB’s $30,000 for Film 


Hollywood, March 5. 

J. Walter Thompson’s deal with the 
Academy of M. P. Arts and Sciences 
to have all Oscar winners on the 
Lux broadcast March 11 collapsed 
Monday (4) when the Academy said 
it couldn’t deliver the package. Price 
was $20,000, with Thompsonites to 
ave full control of production. This 
didn’t set so well with David O. 
Selznick and Walter Wanger, repre- 
senting the Academy. 

Warners paid $30,000 for exclusive 








the | 
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BACK INTO 
PIX BIZ? 


Washington, March 3. 
| Joseph P. Kennedy may return to 
the film industry in the not distant 
future as head of one of the large 
producer-distributors, it is reported 
| on inside. The company is not men- 
| tioned but stated that when Kennedy 
| was recently in America on matters 
| of state, he was approached. 
Whether or not Kennedy's return 
to pictures as one of its leaders will 
| eventuate shortly depends on his 
plans as ambassador to Great Brit- 
ain, but before returning to London 
(Continued on page 2) 


COMEDIE FRANCAISE T0 
MAKE FIRST U. S. TOUR 


Rene Blum, director of the Monte 





| 








Carlo ballet, has arrived in New 
| York to arrange for an American 
tour of the Comedie Francaise 
troupe. 


A Canadian group of financiers is 
backing the tour, which is to take 
place next fall and will last 12 weeks. 


CATALOGS TYPES 


In Small Town Radio Sta- 
tions the Crashers Have 
to Be Seen — No Out-to- 
Lunch Excuses Work on 
Fellow-Citizens Who Want 
to Sing, Tell Jokes or Re- 
vise the Industry 





IT’S SAD, TOO 


By WILLIS WERNER 


San Diego, Cal., March 5. 

Front-line defenses in the shape of 
buck-passing secretaries and vice- 
presidents protect key-center radio 
execs from the frontal attacks of 
would-be ether gate-crashers, but no 
way has yet been devised to protect 
the small-time program. director 
from the endless horde of audition 
seekers. Take it from Leah Mc- 
Mahon, of KFSD, San Diego. 


It wouldn’t be so bad if the run- 
Of-mine stuff would turn up an oc- 
casional nugget, but it positively 
doesn’t happen. ‘What makes it tough 
is the locals and yokels all know 
you’re there, so you can’t hide. 
You’ve got to keep wearing the good 
neighbor smile,’ explains Mrs. Mc- 
Mahon. 

Difficulty or impossibility of ap- 
proaching the networks and agencies 
has intensified the small-station 
problem, if anything, in diverting all 
comers to the more approachable 
kilowatters. 

‘They fall into 
types,’ points out Mrs. 
‘There is the high-school boy or girl 


several general 





McMahon. | rauff & Ryan, would like to move | 





Broken Rhythm 





Gene Krupa, who set the 
vogue of drummers talking to 
themselves, keeps repeating just 
one phrase: ‘Pork chops and 
lyonnaise potatoes’, 

In Ed Gould’s traveling vaude 
band there’s a drummer who 
calls himself the ‘Kosher Gene 
Krupa’ and also talks to himself 
while playing. He repeats over 
and over again: 

‘Chopped liver and pickled 
herring.’ 








WEARS OUT 
SPONSOR 


Orson Welles will be available af- 
ter March for underwriting by 
another account next season. Camp- 
bell Soups has decided to make its 
present season with Welles the last. 
The account and the agency, F. Ward 


Wheelock, have found the bickerings 
and disagreements with the actor- 





nerves. Then again the rating hasn’t 
been so encouraging. CBS mean- 
time will continue Welles’ Sunday 
| night series on a sustaining basis. 

! Campbell’s other agency, Ruth- 





ijLanny Ross into the quarter hour 


producer much too wearing on the | 


Tights to film a two-reeler on the 


The company will give a repertory 
'of French classical plays in the 
mother tongue. They may reach the 
U.S. in time for the final lap of the 
N. Y. World’s Fair. ‘ 

This will be the first time that the 
Comedie Francaise, subsidized by the 


@tnual award ceremonies of the 

Academy. It is the first authentic 

filming of the event. Part of the 

aeare was shot at the dinner and 
he rest is being done at the Bur- 
nk studio, 





whose latest flame has said that he | following Amos ‘n’ Andy on CBS 
or she possessed a voice like Bing | when Lum and Abner vamoose from 
Crosby or Hildegarde. There is the | the former spot (7.15) next month. 
bored housewife who used to sing | Campbell has already put the pe- 
before she was married and who still| -i9q_ under contract. Ross is now 


recalls how she shook the rafters of | selling the Campbell Co.’s Franco- 
the Congregational church. There is| American spaghetti daytime on 


(Continued on page 52) the same network. 





Squibb’s Political Quiz With Johnson, 
Thompson, Sullivan, Franklin, Granik 


oo 











According to Warners, 2,000 thea- | French republic, will have come to! 





By ABEL GREEN 


New York’s Mayor F. H. LaGuar- 
dia blasted Hollywood in no uncer-~ 
tain language for its brushoff to his 
campaign to return part of film 
labor, employment and enterprise to 
the city where motion pictures cash 
in their greatest dividends. 


“You can tell them [the film execu- 
tives] for me,’ the peppery chief 
executive of the City of New York 
stated, ‘that they don’t fool me one 
bit with their empty gestures of ‘we 
will cooperate’ and then giving us the 
go-by. I’ve been personally survey- 
‘ing this situation for several weeks 
now, and my findings are still along 





| the same course—that New York 
must and will have its share of mo- 


|tion picture production within a 
year, or I’ll want to know the reason 
why. 

‘If necessary we'll make them 
recognize our claim. As a matter 
of fact, that smug half-dozen or so 
movie producers already have stirred 
up plenty for themselves with the 
Government because of their habits. 
| Maybe that will be the medium for 


(Continued on page 26) 
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| Television Outside N.Y. 
| Planned by RCA-NBC 
| With Cheaper Sets 


RCA-NBC 
| latest move 
munications 


will follow up the 
by the Federal Com- 
Commission on _ tele- 
| vision with an announcement that 
| they have decided to expand their 
| picture-casting operations to ‘na- 
tional proportions.’ The statement 
telling about this studding of the 
country with television transmitters, 
the proposed means of point to point 
relays and the proposed coverage of 
the Republican and Democratic con- 
ventions will be released within a 
week. 
It is estimated that there are about 


| 1,200 television sets in operation in 


the metropolitan N.Y. area. Of these, 
RCA has sold about 400, with about 
100 more of RCA manufacture dis- 
tributed among company personnel 
and others. Other major source of 
television set purchases has been 
Dumont, while the Andre home- 
made kit is credited with having 
gained in appreciable numbers the 
favor of those who like to do their 
own tinkering. 


on have asked for the picture, 
which will be ready in about a week. | 





| 
| 
CELESTIAL BULL MARKET 
San Francisco, March 5. 
Confucius, who has swept the. 
7 with song and gags, has even | 
on nded his new-found influence to 
* reading public. 


North America. 


Rene Blum is the brother of Leon, | 


head of the French Socialist party. 





Last War’s Reviva! 


Regina, Sask., March 5. 
Stars of the ‘Dumbbells,’ popular 
Canadian revue after the last World 


| War, have banded together again and 
western | 


present touring 





Squibb drug house will soon re- 
turn to broadcast advertising with a 
30-minute Sunday program on the 
NBC blue network. Hugh Johnson, 
Mark Sullivan, Dorothy Thompson, 
Jay Franklin and Theodore Granik, 
the latter acting as master of cere- 
monies, will provide the talent. They 
will be fired questions on foreign 
and domestic politics in stump-the- 
expert style. 


After the Fox, the Rabbit 


Pop music business appears now to 
be veering toward an animal cycle. 
Following on the heels of ‘The Little 
Red Fox’ (Feist) there’s ‘Run, Rab- 
bit, Run,’ which Jack Mills imported 
from England. Latter has started to 
catch on at the music counters and 
what makes this particularly curious 
is the strictly British flavor of the 


a e San Francisco Public Library | are at 
eg that there is a long waiting , Canada. 
**, With all books out, on the say- | Dated into Yorkton, Saskatoon and | 


= the ancient Chinese philoso- | Weyburn, Saskatchewan, and else- 
is where. 


theme and lyrics. 


Squibb once sponsored the World 





Peaceways invasion of the ether. On the other side they have been 
Agency involved is Cecil & Presbry, | using also travestized verses with the 
New York. | word ‘Hitler’ substituted for ‘rabbit.’ 


By its order cf the past week the 
(Continued on page 54) 





GODOY IN PICTURES 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Arturo Godoy, Chilean fistic Ro- 
meo who achieved note by his love 
scenes with Joe Louis, makes his 
screen debut in a boxing session with 
Maxie Rosenbloom in the Republic 
picture, ‘Grandpa Goes to Town.’ 
Ledda Godoy, the boxer’s wife, 
breaks into the films at the same 
time, 


PROGRAM CHIEF LaGuardia Blasts H'wood for Giving 
His N.Y. Film Prod. Plans the Brush 





3 4 4 mt ? > is 
Sang eee ae ae 


| 
it 
Mf 
ae . 


ore 


ie 


ee 


Set becca emo 


RM tae a an wd ‘ Sa 
ee Pesve4. 








2 VARIETY 


MISCELLANY 








Amusement Busine 


Drowns Out France’s Blackout Blu 


By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 


Paris, March 5. | 

With the war this week reaching | 
ithe half-year mark, the cinema, thea- | 
ire and other forms of amusement | 
sre daily playing a larger part in, 
keeping high the morale of bellig- | 


erent and non-belligerent peoples, | 
and is being utilized by any number | 
| 


of governments for propaganda pur- 
poses—but mostly under the guise of 
entertainment. 

This is true in France as it is else- 
where, and every variation of night- | 
life biz which had received a stag- | 
gering blow by the outbreak of | 
hostilities has generally shown re- 
markable recovery. Only propa- 
ganda, under the sugar-coated pill 
of cinema, theatre and press, has 
made no progress from its sickly 
beginnings and can in no way com- 
pare with the efficient German ma- 
chinery which has had years to be 
perfected under Minister Goebbels. 
This aspect of France’s warfare is | 
presently engaging the Chamber of | 
Deputies’ attention and should un- | 
dergo a complete overhauling as al 
result of the interpolation. } 

Entertainment for entertainment’s 
sake has gone a long way towards 
recovering some aspects of its for- 
mer glory. Today most of Paris’ 


(Continued on page 14) 
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Awakened From Nap For 
Unnotified Broadcast 
Ted Lewis Does a Balk 


Hartford, March 5. 
Alleging slipshod handling and 
failure to notify him, Ted Lewis Fri- 
day night (1) balked at permitting a 
backstage interview from his dress- 
ing room at the State where he was 





making a p.a. Each week Jack Lacey | 


of WNEC airs an edition of ‘Back- 
stage Biographies’ from the No. 
1 dressing room in which featured 
players and other performers are 
interviewed. 

‘Biographies’ is aired at 9 p.m. of 
the opening day of an attraction. 
Lewis, who was awakened from a 
between show nap—so that en- 
gineers could set up equipment in 
his room—was very much perturbed 
that he hadn’t been notified of the 
broadcast. As a result, he wouldn't 
permit it. Said that if house had 
notified him he would have allowed 
it and cooperated. 

Lewis claimed that failure to 
notify him wasn’t a slip up but pur- 
poseful. Felt that house, knowing 
that acts might balk at doing the 
show on opening day in view of the 
fact that they were otherwise loaded 
with shows, rehearsal and other 
broadcasts, followed a last minute 
line of attack to get the show on the 
air, 


Chevalier Denies Any 
Shubert Musical Deal 


Paris, March 5. 

Newspaper reports from New 
York reaching here that Maurice 
Chevalier was to hie to New York 
for a musical, co-starring with Car- 
men Miranda, are denied by the 
French comedian. 

Chevalier, presently co-starring 
with Josephine Baker, in a revue 
locally, categorically denies that he 
gave his word, via cable, to Harry 
Kaufman, Shubert rep, to appear in 
a show on Broadway. 











Rogers’ Body Will Be 


Removed to Claremore 


Hollywood, March 5. 

The body of Will Rogers, interred 
in Forest Lawn Memorial Park 
mausoleun near here since his tragic 
death at Point Barrow, Alaska, in| 
1935, is to be removed to Claremore, | 
Okla., as the final resting place. | 

Decision to move the body to 
Rogers’ old home was reached at a 
conference here between Gov. Leon 
C. Phillips of Oklahoma with Mrs. | 
Betty Blake Rogers, widow. of the | 
humorist, and other members of the 
family. Gov. Phillips came to Los 
Angeles on a special mission with 
three members of the Oklahoma 
Will Rogers Memorial Commission. , 


ss as War Tonic 





Not So OK for’Sound 


Performer-member of the As- 
sociated Actors & Artistes of 
America international board has 
made a recording of an imagi- 
nary meeting of that body. He 
wrote the script, much of it from 
actual remarks made at meet- 
ings, and he plays all the differ- 
ent board members, mimicking 
the various voices, 

Another board member who 
heard it says the record is almost 
as funny as the actual meetings. 


BOTH RKO AND U 
HOT FOR MORE 
BROMFIELD 


Louis Bromfield, who a few weeks 
'ago sold screen rights to an as yet 
i/unwritten novel to Columbia for 
$50,000, has similar deals cooking 
‘with two other studios. Both RKO 
and Universal are interested in pur- 
chasing future output by the novelist 
and he plans flying to the Coast in 
about two weeks to conclude the 




















negotiations, 
Bromfield is currently in New| 
York. He trains tomorrow (Thurs- 


day) for New Orleans for a week 
and then goes to the Coast. Plans to 
remain there but a short time before 
‘returning to his Ohio home to turn 
out his promised product. 

Pre-buying of screen rights to} 
novels is a new twist to story pur- 
chasing for films that has intrigued 
practically every company and may 
become widely accepted. 








Break Ranks | 
Hollywood, March 5. 


‘Marching as to War,’ saga of the 
Salvation Army, has been shelved in- 
definitely at 20th-Fox, 

Louis Bromfield recently finished | 
the screenplay, from an original by | 
Lawrence Pohle and Thomas Aherne. 


MERLE OBERON JOINS __ 
| ALEX KORDA IN N.Y. 


Alexander Korda was joined in 
New York last week by his wife, 
Merle Oberon. Recuperating from an 








Jesse Lasky’s RKO Deal 


Hollywood, March 8, 
Jesse Lasky is expected to sign a 





week, 


es. new producer's contract at RKO this 
t 


He has been talking a deal with 


| Harry Edington the past two weeks. 





| 


Aid of Acts Key 
To Brandt Plan 
On Rowdy Curb 


A new means of curbing rowdies 
in the audiences of Brandt vaudfilm- 
ers in New York, notably the Fiat- 
'bush, Brooklyn, has been put into 
effect by Bill Brandt. Order chiefly 
'concerns the performers booked for 


the Brandt houses, and insists that 
the practice of asking the customers 
for ‘request’ numbers be stopped. 

All acts appearing at the Flatbush, 
Windsor, Bronx, and Carlton, Ja- 
maica, prior to rehearsals opening 
day, are handed a slip containing 
this latest ukase. It's plainly stated 
that instantaneous cancellation will 
result for any act or band that vio- 
lates the rule. 

According to Brandt, the practice 
of acts, singers and bands to invite 
the audience to ‘request’ songs or 
bits is akin to ‘inviting’ a riot. He 
claims the rowdies take this as an 
excuse to begin heckling, or get 
‘funny’ and noisy. 

Earlier in the season, Brandt made 
an effort to curb the unruly element 
by running a trailer asking the audi- 
ence to please accept the stage shows 
like Jadies and gentlemen. It was 
brought out at that time that some 
kids were staying through two and 
three shows and calling out the 
punchlines to all the comics’ gags. 





| Jack Haley was one victim cited at 


that time. 





Stahl’s 1-Pic Pact 
For Col., Preceding 
His Deal With UA 


Deal to produce one picture for 
Columbia has been made by John M. 
Stahl, who left for the Coast Sunday 
(3) after a month in New York. 
Stahl is expected to sign the Col pact 
on his arrival and set to work al- 
most at once, although a story hasn’t 
been selected yet. 

Columbia production will in no 
way effect Stahl’s negotiations with 
United Artists. It is understood, in 
fact, that he is undertaking the Col 








attack of grippe, he will remain east picture to GH in time until the UA 
‘ut nek G6 aoe: ‘deal is completed and he can go to 

Emanuel Silverstone, Korda’s W0'K On a more or less permanent 
American rep, went to Hollywood basis for that organization. Final de- 
last week to sit in on confabs with | tails of the UA pact are expected to 
Murray Silverstone and other United |>€ cleaned up on the Coast where 


: | . ; rot 
Artists execs in the absence of | Murray Silversione and other UA 
execs are now visiting. 


Korda, who is a producer-member of 
the distributing company. 





Options Vivien Leigh 
Hollywood, March 5. 

Alexander Korda has an option on 
Vivien Leigh’s next picture role, but 
whether it will be in Hollywood or 
London is still in doubt. 

Currently the British femme sta 
is in Metro’s ‘Waterloo,’ on loanout 
from David O. Selznick, but Korda 
retained a one-picture-a-year string 

, on her services when he turned her 
over to Selznick on a five-year deal. 





Kennedy 


Continued from page 1 








it was declared that he would not 
remain in his present high post of 
state permanently. At the time he 
declined to comment as to his future 
plans. 

General impression is that Ken- 
nedy has always been inclined to 
the picture industry above others, if 


| Committee has 


| Stahl was seriously ill a great part 
of the time he was in New York. 


SCREEN WRITERS WIRE 





PROTEST ON DIES’ BLAST 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Dispatch of a wire to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives in 
Washington condemning Martin Dies’ 
recent articles in Liberty on ‘Com- 
munists in Hollywood’ was approved 
| last night «Monday) by the exec 
| board of the Screén Writers Guild. 
| Copy will also be sent to President 
| Roosevelt. 
been named to 
| draft a reply to the Dies article. It 
| comprises Mary McCall, Jr., Dore 
Schary, E. E. Paramore and John 
Wexley. 





_ Ed Kilroe’s Relapse 


| Edwin C. Kilroe, chief of the 


Wednesday, March 6, 1919 








Freelance Has 103 Shows 


_ 
—o 





One freelance radio announcer in New York City has 103 dift 
periods on four stations, WMCA, WHN, WNEW and WEVD. He j 
Green who makes himself about $20,000 a year by 


between phonograph records. 
Remington Rand, Sterling Insuran 


His sponsors include such accounts ag 


Martin Wines, Mutual Optical Plan, Barney’s Clothes and Ai 


erent 
as S Art 
using ‘personality’ 


ce, Madison Personal Loan, Chateay 


tioning Training School. He jockeys 412 phonograph eeeeds 6 cake 
This is his box score on sponsored periods for last week: ’ 
WMCA WHN WNE 

Sunday nrcccccccccccccccssese Al — — 
Monday weccccccccccccccccces & 4 ~ a: 
Tuesday .cccccctcccccscccccee §& 6 —e 4 
Wednesday .sssccccscscccseee 8 6 ~ 4 
Thursday coccccccccccscsccce 6 6 ne 4 
Friday .cocccccccccccccvcccces § 6 a 4 
Saturday .ccccccccsccccssesss = 6 ~— 4 
41 34 4 24 


Collier Young to RKO As 
Story Ed, Vice Messinger 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Collier Young of the Myron Selz- 
nick agency swings over to RKO 
this week as story editor succeeding 
Lillie Messinger who is being re- 
tained in the department. 

Dan Winkler, ex-Selznick agency 
v.p., joined RKO last week as story 
and talent exec. 





Soap Company Washes 
Up Fidler After Three 
Years; Scribe Adds Pitt 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Jimmy Fidler. screen _ gossiper, 
fades from the Procter & Gamble 
payroll and NBC, April 23. 
He will have been on the air for 
this account for three consecutive 
years, 








Fidler Knocks One Off 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

Whatever else Jimmie Fidler ac- 
complished here in his p.a. last week 
at the Stanley, he managed to do all 
right for himself at least. Com- 
mentator took time out between his 
shows at the WB deluxer to peddle 
his daily syndicated column, which 
has no Pittsburgh outlet, to the 
Press, Scripps-Howard daily, start- 
ing Monday (4), just three days after 
Fidler left town. 


‘name’ Coast columnist after Sulli- 
van returns to the Broadway beat 
this summer. Scripps-Howard sheet 


has its own Manhattan’ column, 
George Ross, with which it’s re- 
ported to be well satisfied. Fidler 


previously had been represented in 
Pittsburgh through the Post-Gazette. 
but only for a short time, the morn- 


May, 1938. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


John Erskine. 
Frances Farmer. 
Vera Haal. 
Marilyn Hare. | 
Henry Jaffe. 
Myron Kirk. 


Joe Moskowitz. 


Harry Norwood. 
John M. Stahl. 





stepping out of politics. Understand | !€8a1 department at 20th-Fox, suf- 
he still has substantial stock interests fered a relapse last week of an in- 
in pictures. |fluenza attack from which he was 

His last official connection with ‘ecuperating and was forced to re- 
films was the compilation of a report | turn to the Lenox Hill hospital, N. Y,. 
covering Paramount for the trustees| Kilroe had only been out of the 
of the company during reorganiza- hospital a few weeks and was said 
tion Previously he had been presi- by his physician to have returned to 
dent of Pathe and FBO, with merg- !§ Office too soon. 
ers involving these companies, | 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum and Producers | 
Distributing Corp. having been car- | SAILINGS 

March.1 «West Indies Cruise) Paul 

iLa Porie (Santa Rosa). 





ried out during his executive film 
career, 





Harlan Thompson. 


L.A. to N. Y. | 


Connie Boswell. 
Max Fellerman. 

A. H. Fisk. 
Geraldine Fitzgerald. 
James R. Grainger, 
Norris Goff. 

Werner Janssen. 

Osa Johnson. 

Jack Kapp. 

Norman Krasna. 
Grover Laube. 

Chet Lauck. 
Thomas Mitchell. 
Ramon Novarro. 
Thomas G. Rockwell. 
Spyros Skouras. 

T. K. Stevenson. 
Bill Stuart. 

George A. Taylor. 
Major L. E. Thompson. 
Ed Zabel. 

Blanche Yurka. 





ARRIVALS 


Madeleine Carroll, Truman Talley, 
Rene Blum, Andre Daven, Danielle 
Parola, John Justin, Karen Verne, 
Pamela Frankau, Melville F. Fergu- 
son, Edythe Rosing, Mrs, Jewel de 


Press will continue to use Ed | 
Sullivan as well, but understood 
anxious to protect itself with a 





SR. FAIRBANKS 
LIQUID CASH 
ESTATE 


_- -— 


There will be no necessity, it has 
been ascertained, for the estate of 
Douglas Fairbanks to dispose of jts 
20% share of United Artists stock 
to obtain cash for inheritance taxes, 
This was a possibility that was 
feared but, according to Dennis F, 
O’Brien, counsel for the estate, suf- 
ficient assets exist in liquid form to 
take care of state and federal col- 
lectors. 

O’Brien, who returned from a 
California survey of the estate last 
week said that Fairbanks had $200,- 
000 in cash in the Mellon Bank, 
Pittsburgh; $1,000,000 or more in 
‘easily convertible securities in New 
, York banks; haif ownership of the 
United Artists studios, now leased by 
Samuel Goldwyn (Mary Pickford 
owns the other half); a 3.000-acre 
|ranch with 25,000 trees, and the beach 
house in which he lived at Santa 
| Monica, Cal., in addition to other 
| parcels of real estate. 
| Although no decision has been 
| made, OBrien said, he indicated the 
| probability that a new company will 
| be formed to assume the assets of 
| the estate after taxes have been paid, 
VA stock will go into this company 
and remain intact, the heirs sharing 
in the ownership of the new com- 
pany in proportion to the amounts 
| left them in the will. 








NBC Revives Mort Lewis 
Celebrity Minstrels On 





ing daily dropping his column in| 


| 


Albert Lewin. | 


David Loew. ° | 


| NBC is reviving for four weeks 
only the Mort Lewis program idea. 
which, as part of ‘If I Had a Chance’ 
|a year ago, was thought to have had 
| a good chance, Starting next Tuesday 


| (12), it’s a case of sell it or forget it. 


Program wiil be called ‘Celebrity 
Minstrels’ and will be scripted and 
directed by Lewis. It’s his idea and 
uses famous people in minstre)] show 
half-circle around a mike. 

With J. C. Flippen as inte: locutor, 
and Ham Fisher and James Mont- 


|gomery Flagg as permanent end- 
| men, the program will have changing 


minstrels each week. Norman 
(Continued on page 27) 


guest 


‘GRACIE ALLEN FOR PREZ’ 


But Not Entering the Primaries 
For Fear She Might Win 








Gracie Allen, currently doing # 
gag campaign for President, is being 
booked for single guest shots on 
various commercial shows around 
the netwoiks. Within the last week 
she’s appeared on ‘Good News.’ the 
Jack Benny show, the Rudy Vallee 
preem (with Burns), ‘Dr. I. Q,’ Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly, and Bob Hop. 
Dates are being set by the William 
Morris agency on the Coast. 

Comedienne is understood 10 


‘have suggested carrying out the stunt 


to the extent of entering her name !9 
several state primaries, but was dis- 
uaded lest it have serious conse- 
quences. (W. Lee O’Daniel was Pel 
suaded to run for Governor of Texas 
when voters took seriously his jokin8 
suggestion of entering the race.) 

Gag presidenital campaigns have 


been fairly common in the past, Will 
Rogers and Eddie Cantor hav “om 
gained considerable attention tha 





Bonilla, Robert Frey. 


way some years ago. 
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- while the sisters have some theatre 


renewal for Sammy Kaye on the 


-that Kaye would be in New York 
‘for all his broadcasts. 
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‘PIX BIZ SET FO 


Tours in Different Directions Muddle 
Sponsor Plans for Miller, Andrews Trio 








Chesterfield has been furnished 
with Glenn Miller’s complete itiner- 
ary for the next year so that if it 
wants to pick up any future options 
it will know exactly where Miller's 
dates are due to take him. Mil- 
ler’s latest Chesterfield obligation is 


for 26 weeks and becomes effective 
March 25. The terms have been 
okayed all around but the lawyers, 
have yet to pass on the contract’s 
verbiage. Agreement affecting the 
Andrews Sisters’ renewal on the pro- 
gram is still under discussion. The 
rub in their case is that Miller goes 
on a tour of one-nighters April 5 


obligations of their own to fulfill, and 
in different terrain. 

‘The traveling angle also figured 
importantly in the negotiations of a 


Sensation (Lorillard) program. The 
account, through its agency, Lennen 
& Mitchell, wanted to make sure 


Kaye could 
guarantee only seven weeks. The 
contract agreed on is for that num- 
ber of weeks with the advertiser 
holding an option for six more, to be 
exercised if Kaye can continue to 
originale his programs from New 
York. 





Sears Roebuck Stenog 
With Buddy Rogers, 
Screen Test Pending 


Lorraine O’Day, singer with the 
Buddy Rogers orchestra, will get 


screen test by 20th Century-Fox 
next week. 
Rogers auditioned her for the 


singing spot with his band while the 
outfit was at the Drake hotel, Chi- 
cago, late last year. She had been 
a stenographer in a Sears-Roebuck 
store there. 


CANTOR’S ‘WHOOPEE’ 
REMAKE FOR GOLDWYN? 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Eddie Cantor and Sam Goldwyn 
are talking a deal for remake of 
‘Whoopee’ as a western comedy, 
without music or gals. Old affiliation 
will be renewed if Goldwyn can 








v 


No Illusion 


Rochester, N. Y., March 5. 

Fred Cox, 42, self-styled Al- 
gerian magician, appeared be- 
fore City Court Judge Thomas 
P. Culhane .on an intoxication 
charge clad in gay-colored tur- 
ban and shawl. 

‘I hear you do a vanishing act,’ 
said the judge. 

Cox salaamed before 
bench, 

‘I'll suspend sentence if you'll 
vanish from town in 24 hours,’ 
added Judge Culhane. 

There was a flash of colored 
turban and shawl, and the ma- 
gician had disappeared from the 
room. 


the 








ianenanell 


NO WRATH OVE 
‘GRAPES’ IN 
CAL, OKLA 


‘Grapes of Wrath’ over the week- 
end played dates in both Oklahoma 
and California without any of the 
fears—and hopes of the 20th-Fox 
publicity department—being _ re- 
alized. 

It was thought that there might be 
some effort by mobs or otherwise in 
the two localities to prevent exhibi- 
tion of the film which exposes the 
treatment of the migratory Okla- 
homans in California’s fruit country. 
Dates in Fresno, heart of this terri- 
tory, and Tulsa came off without 
event except better than average 
business. 











‘Grapes’ Sequel 
Hollywood, March 5. 
‘Highway 66,’ a sequel to ‘Grapes 
of Wrath,’ goes into preparation this 
week at 20th-Fox with Fred Kohl- 
mar on the producer job. 
Kohlmar recently shifted to West- 
wood from a producer berth at Co- 
lumbia. 





' Clifton Fadiman and Two 
Brothers Form Bureau 





negotiate loanout of Cantor from 
Metro where he has another picture 
to make. Cantor has that story idea 
in mind with lines similar to the 
Nervous Wreck’ from which ‘Whoo- 
pee’ was made. 

Cantor was the top solo grosser for 


Goldwyn having made three pictures | 


for the producer which grossed over 
$10,000,000. ‘Whoopee,’ first of the 
trio, was released in 1930. 

Cantor recently completed ‘40 Lit- 
tle Mothers’ at Metro and likely will 
do ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ for that studio 
this summer, After ‘Mothers’ pre- 
view, Cantor goes to New York to 
Produce an all-colored stage show 
which he and John B. Hymer wrote. 
Extravaganza will be staged by Clar- 
a Muse and bids for cast leads 

ave gone out to Ethel Waters, Paul 
Robeson and Bill Robinson. 


—_ 


Luther Adler-Sylvia Sidney 
Teamed on Smith Show 


Pee Adler and Sylvia Sidney 
My -"y A.) guest Friday (8) on the 
€ Smith program. They’ll do a 
Sketch not yet selected. Sam Weis- 
an of the William Morris office, 


Date is their first joint appearance. 








ARCHIE MAYO RUSHES EAST 
; — Mayo planed east Monday 
a at the bedside of his 
Suffered Mrs, Jonas Kahn, 75, who 
‘ered a heart attack. 
She resides in New York. 


| 





| Fadiman Associates, Ltd. com- 
| posed of brothers Clifton, Edwin and 
William Fadiman, has been organized 
lin New York to handle ‘specialized 
| radio personalities’ and build radio 
shows around them. Clifton, the in- 
iterlocutor of ‘Information 
‘and Edwin, foreign film producer and 
importer, will actively run the or- 
| ganization, while William, eastern 
|story editor for Metro-Goldwyn- 
| Mayer, will be a silent partner. 
Outfit will specialize in acting as 
personal representatives for literary, 
scientific, dramatic and other talent 


perhaps in an_ incidental 
ized show which will be offered for 
commercial sponsorship. 


all booking will be through an es- 
tablished lecture bureau. Starting 
date for the venture hasn't been set 
yet, although incorporation has been 
completed. Edwin bears the presi- 
dential toga. Clifton is v.p. and Wil- 
liam treasurer. 





Arthur Loew East 


Arthur Loew, head of Metro’s for- 





| 
| 


Coast this week. 





R NY. FAIR 





GAIFFIS, GIBSON’S 
TANGIBLE PLAN 


Paramount Exec and His 
Father-in-Law, Harvey D. 
Gibson, Working It Out— 
Emphasis on _ Historical 
and Social Aspects 





NO B.O. COMPETISH 





A tangible plan for participation 
by the film industry in this year’s 
New York World's Fair will be laid 
before heads of major producer- 
distributors at a meeting to be held 
at the Hays office tomorrow (Thurs.). 
The meeting will consider the ques- 
tion of whether major picture com- 


those made, or changes, are to be 
mulled. If going through it will be 


for either the N. Y. or Frisco fairs. 
Both wanted Hollywood participa- 
tion and both were turned down 


The proposal for exposition par-| 


entrance to the grounds. Rental 
would run a reported $100,000. 
Though they may be changed, de- 





pending on the will of the major 
companies participating, the plan 
presently calls for a screen-testing 
room, a museum depicting the 
growth of the industry, display 
booths for all distributors as well 


as equipment organizations, trailer 
companies, etc.; a restaurant and 
possibly a Variety club adjunct for 
exhibitors. While at first it was pro- 
posed that a theatre be included, 
(Continued on page 4) 


ILEANA’S 626 BRACELET 
CROPS UP VALUED AT $1 








Please, | 


Fadimans may also offer their | Or 
clients for lecture appearances, but | 


eign department, returned from the | 





Pittsburgh, March 5. 
Ileana (Mrs. Stan) Laurel, exiled 
from California by court order for a 


ers she was heading for Pittsburgh 
|and a night club engagement, breezed 
| in and out of town in two days last 
week minus a spot to play in, but 





To Handle Personages with still plenty of what it takes to | 


First she put 


crash the front pages. 
the blast on the Coas* police, calling 


‘em everything unprintable under | 
the sun. One sheet reported she was | 
| here for a burlesque date, and an- 
| other said she was merely stopping 


| off to see friends on her way to New 
York. 

Twenty-four hours after she hit 
town Ileana made the night club 
rounds and came home to report to 
police the loss of a $6,500 bracelet. 


| Before her train heading east was 
| half way out of the stition a piece | 


of jewelry answering her description 


was recovered in a cab. Police took 


'it to an appraiser, who judged it to 


not on the radio previously, except | he worth less than a buck. 
manner, | 


Around each will be built a popular- | 





FUN AT THE OPRY 


Everything Goes Wrong for 
Horace Heidt’s ‘Treasure Chest’ 








| Minneapolis, March 5. 


‘Treasure Chest’ idea, brought by 
Horace Heidt from _ niteries 
radio to vaudeville, has clicked 


'nicely with theatre audiences so far | 


|and worked smoothly, for the most 


part, but the second afternoon show | 
on the opening day at the Orpheum | 


here was just one of those times 
when everything goes wrong. 


| bers that entitled them to come up 


| He had been away for about two) on the stage and get the chance to 


| weeks conferring 
duction executives 


regarding re- 


quirements in the foreign market. 


with studio pro-|win a prize by naming selections| Ss 


| played by the band failed to respond. 
| (Continued on page 43) 


panies, as members of the MPPDA, | 
will go along on participation and | 
what recommendations other than | 


the first time the pic biz has gone | 





as for others of the industry such | 


year and who told Hollywood report- | 


and | 


Patrons who drew the lucky num-, 


Felix Greene, BBC, Staying in U.S.A. To 





‘Cafeteria Society’ 





New York’s ‘cafeteria society’ 
is set to acquire a No. 1 glamor 
gal under the aegis of the Fiesta 
Danceteria in Times Square, the 
world’s only self-service nitery. 

Contest March 14 to select 
‘Miss Cafeteria Society’ carries 
with it a prize of $100 and a 
visit to a McCoy nitery—with 
waiters, 


NY. FAIR NAME 
BANDS UP TO 
THE MIDWAY 


The New York World’s Fair will 
not sponsor or pay for name bands, 
as done the last half of the 1939 fair. 
However, there is prospect of sev- 

















last year. | eral name musical organizations be- 


ing booked by shows on the Gay 


ticipation entails the rental of the} White Way (midway). They are be- 
structure known as the Textile bldg.,|ing considered for 
located near the Long Island R. R.| modernistic ballroom, now a likely 


Danceland, a 


midway attraction; at the Music Hall 
where Mike Todd plans vaudeville, 
and possibly band attractions; and 
at the ‘American Jubilee,’ revue. The 
exposition hasn’t the coin for big 
bands such as used the closing weeks 
of the fair last fall in the Textile 
Building. Concessionaires didn’t go 
for similar bands when they played 
in the amusement area last year. 
However, just in case, a prelim- 
inary agreement was negotiated be- 
tween Local 802, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, and the exposition 
Officials recently to cover all types 
| of dates on the fairgrounds this year. 
Rates are to be the same as on 
Broadway, according to Jacob Rosen- 
berg. 
| Gay White Way may have three or 
|more villages, present negotiations 
|indicate. Old New York, which 
llikely will be operated by Mike 
| Todd, will be Old New Orleans. 
| Todd also may have Merrie England, 
| but the type of show is not known. 
| A second village is to be tabbed The 
(Continued on page 39) 








| 


‘Tobacco Road’ Another 


- ‘Tom’ Show, Aver Oshrin, 
Kirkland; No Pix Sale 


Despite continued reports that, 
20th-Fox has purchased ‘Tobacco | 
Road,’ Harry H. Oshrin, co-producer 
| with author Jack Kirkland, main- 
’tain't so. Oshrin classifies | 
‘Road’ as a modern ‘Uncle Tom’s | 
Cabin’ and declares to sell it to films, | 
even at the fancy price offered by | 
| virtually all companies, would be} 
folly in the face of the grosses it 
is currently garnering. 

Latest Coast advices have 20th as} 
having signed Walter Brennan for | 
the Jeeter Lester role. RKO is also | 
| said to desire it for Charles Laugh- 
|ton, while Warner Bros. would like 
|it for Paul Muni. If it is sold, at any 
| tuture time, Oshrin and Kirkland 
| are said to favor WB, although equal 
'terms have been offered by all 
| studios. 
| Offers are said to be $200,000 plus 
/ 10° of the first $1,000,000 the pic- 
(Continued on page 50) 





| tains 





Bergen on Broadway 





Hollywood, March 5. 


| broadcast from New York for a few 
weeks beginning March 17. 





Chase & Sanborn program will be | 





| Edgar Bergen’s contract allows for 
| trips east. He wants to see the 
hows and check up on the biz end 
of the Charlie McCarthy  by- 


products. 





Partner With Huxley, Others on Films 


Felix Greene, who is being suc- 
ceeded by Gerald Cock as New York 
representative of the British Broad- 
casting Corp., will remain on this 
side and enter the film production 
business. He will be a partner in 
Film Associates, Inc., with Aldous 
Huxley, the English novelist, who 
has been writing for Metro; Irving 
Reis, first director of the Columbia 
Workshop of the Air, now a writer 
and director for Paramount; Hen- 
war Rodakiewicz, also a writer and 
director for Paramount; Theodore 
Lawrence, research engineer and 
former technical supervisor in Eu- 


rope for Par and 20th-Fox, and Ger- : 


ald Heard, a writer. 

The men are all equal partners 
and will write and supervise all pro- 
duction. They will specialize in 
documentary and class feature pic- 
tures of a biographical and historical 
character for general distribution. 
It is proposed to carry out at least 
part of the filming in New York, al- 
though the outfit has no tieup with 
Mayor LaGuardia’s campaign to 
bring production east. 


A ‘Merriwell Finish’, 
In Hollywood, May Be 
Burt Standish’s Break 


Recent publicity anent the finan- 
cial difficulties of George W. Patten 
who, under the name of Burt L. 
Standish, wrote the Frank and Dick 
Merriwell stories, has revived inter- 
est in purchase of screen rights to 
his books, of which more than 123,- 
000,000 copies have been sold. Stu- 
dios have at various times considered 
transferring the exploi’s of the Mer- 
riwells to celluloid, but have never 


seen them as strong enough mate- 
rial. 

Counting against the Merriwell 
purchase is Metro’s recent experi- 
ence with the Nick Carter stories. 
After buying almost a fantastic num- 
ber of them the studio recently re- 
leased the first Carter film. It was 
a studio-written originai. 
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Jan.5%, Under 39, Feb. 2-37, Below 
Last Year, Film B.O. Index Shows: 


Extreme Cold Cut Into Grosses ««i'<.*:2 





+ | 
ieee H a 
Although in some territories thea- Free Tax Service Julius Gordon To 


tre grosses have held their own dur- 
ing January and February, with in- 
creases over the same months for 
1939 occurring in a few regions, in 
a vast majority of the states the 
business has been seriously affected 
by cold weather and other factors. 
The result is that when the coun- 
try is taken as a whole, the national 
average ran close to 5% less this 
January than for the same month in 
1939, while for February the figures 
would indicate the dip is between 
2% and 3%. 

As February went out, it appeared 
to operators that the tendency of 
grosses was to strengthen a little, due 
no doubt to less severe weather in 
many parts of the country. Final 
week of February kept the drop 
from being as low as for January, 
with business in some regions, no- 
tably Canada, taking a spurt. 

Beating taken during January and 
February is not being blamed on 
pictures, exhibition opinion being 
that the quality of product compared 
very favorably with last year. The 
year started out auspiciously with 
New Year's week business good vir- 
tually everywhere, but about the 
middle of the month unseasonably 
cold weather and blizzards began 
taking their toll. 

With record lows in temperature 
set in all of the Southern states, to- 
gether with the worst snowstorms 
ever felt in Dixie all the way from 
the Atlantic seaboard through 
Texas, the business in the theatres | 
went off sharply. Average of decline | 
from cold and snow in the south is 
put at around 10%. In Atlanta, get- 
ting the toughest blizzard it ever ex- 
perienced in January, stores were 
closed a'couple days, traffic tied up, 
heating difficult, etc. This happened 
in other parts of the south, which is 
unequipped to battle zero weather. 


Dixie Hit Hard 


A leading theatre in one of the 
southern cities is cited as an ex- 
ample. The first day the cold wave 
hit it the gross went off 600%, the 
take being $200, where the normal 
anticipation would be $1,200. 

Colder weather than felt in years 
has continued in the south through 
most of February. Severe frigidity 
has also held the middle west, north- 
west, New England, New York state, 
and most of the far west in its grip 
during January and most of Febru- 
ary, bringing the totals down when 
compared to 1939.° 

The national decline in gross the 
first two months of 1940 is in spite of 
‘Gone With the Wind’ and the fancy 
boxoffice figures it has produced. 
Average might be worse but, for 
what ‘Wind’ has grossed, although 
contrary opinion is that this picture 





The VU. S. Internal Revenue 
Dept. has specially assigned 
Wayne Pierson and Ed Rigney 
at Variery’s New York office for 
free service to professionals. 
Both have show business know]- 
edge and background, and are 
cognizant of the allowances, de- 
ductions, etc., permitted people 
in the amusement business. 

Their advice and aid are gratis, 
being payrolled by the U. S. 
They will assist you in prepar- 
ing your Federal income tax re- 
ports. 

Don’t forget, the deadline is 
the end of next week, March 15. 








GEO. STEVENS BOWS 


OUT OF HIS RKO PACT 


Hollywood, March 5. 
George Stevens Monday (4) ob- 
tained his release from RKO as a 
producer-director. His contract had 
a year to go. He has been ace di- 
rector on the lot for the past six 
years. 





talking a producer-director deal with 
another major. 





Pix At Fair 


Continued from page 3 


seating between 1,200 and 1.500, that 
was ruled out at a meeting held on 
the matter at the Hays office when 
interested parties made the sugges- 
tion. 











opposition by the industry. 

The museum, to include the first 
projection machine, historical cos- 
tumes, wax reproductions of stars, 
etc., would exact an admission of 
10c., under tentative proposal, with 


a screen test for every 100th ticket 
sold, or in some other way. 

Restaurant, seating around 400, 
would include a bar and a dance 
floor. Already approaches are be- 
ing made for this concession includ- 
ing, from account, the Piccadilly 
hotel, LaHiff’s Tavern, Breslin and 
Times Square hotels. The eating ad- 
junct may be known as the Holly- 
wood restaurant. Piccadilly Circus 
Bar of the Piccodilly hotel operated 
the restaurant last year when it was 
the Textile bldg. 


Stanton Griffis, chairman of the 





may have held down the normal 
chances of others. Theory there is 
that competing with ‘Wind’ has been 


board of Paramount, has been an 
| industry prime mover in connec- 
| tion with representation at the 1940 


Stevens had been seeking’ mutual | 
cancellation for two months and is; 


Fear was that New York ex- | 
hibitors would regard this as direct! 


some system worked out to provide | 


Marx Leaves Col. 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Sam Marx resigned as story edi- 
jtor at Columbia, checking out 
| Thursday (7) after two years on the 
lot. 
After a vacation he will make an- 





along the line. 





hibitors in consequence will make 
of the trade here. 
many pictures as formerly, 


Continue As Op 
Of Jefferson's 70 


—_—— —-- 


asserted. 


and impending is ‘just what the 





| 
| 

Julius Gordon, son of Sol E. Gor- 
' don, president of the Jefferson Amus. 
Co., operating around 70 theatres in 
‘the southwest, including affiliations, 
,is expected to continue the active 
administration of the circuit follow- 
‘ing the death of his father at 56 last 
| Wednesday (28) at. the Union Me- 
| morial Hospital, Baltimore. The Jef- 
‘ferson chain, as well as its asso- 
ciated East Texas Theatres, Inc., is a 
| Paramount partnership affiliation. 

/ In poor health of recent years, 
'Gordon became less and less ac- 
tive, and a year ago Julius Gordon 
was made v.p. and general manager. 
| At that time, also, due to disagree- 
ment with J. C. Clemons, Gordon's 
partner for 25 years, Clemons re- 
tired from active participation in the | 
| management of the circuit though | 
‘still retaining his financial interest. 
| Gordon’s death was due directly 
‘to a stroke. An attorney as well as 
a theatre operator, Gordon shortly 
after the turn of the century argued 
‘an early anti-trust suit before the 
,U. S. Supreme Court in collabora- 
‘tion with the old Fox company. 
Latter offered him an executive post 
but he refused. In another anti- | 
trust case, brought by the George on the over-the-counter market 

Frels circuit of Texas against Jef-| while the old RKO common still is 

ferson, Gordon wrote a brief which | being traded on the N. Y. stock ex- 

has been often regarded in the trade | change. 
as a model. That case was won by 
| Jefferson. 

Gordon was also very active in 
the lengthy Washington conferences 
which drafted the NRA code cover- 
ing the amusement industry, having 
participated on committees concern- | 
ing the exhibition side. He was also | 
active in the Motion Picture The- | 
atre Owners of America. 

Funeral was held in Beaumont, ; 
Texas, Friday (1). In addition to , 
Julius, the son, surviving are Mrs. 
Beverly Horswell, daughter, and the 
widow, Mrs. Pauline Gordon. 


$200 FINE FOR ‘BIRTH’; 
‘RACE HATRED’ CHARGE 


Denver, March 5. 

Robert E. Allan, former manager 
of the Jewel, was fined $200 in 
county court by Judge Lawrence 
Hickley on a charge of showing | 
‘Birth of a Nation’ in violation of a | 
city ordinance that prohibits the ex- | 
hibition of any film that ‘tends to 





RKO HAS APPLIED FOR 








RKO has made application for list- 
ing of its new shares on the New 
York exchanges, and approval looms 
as likely within the next two weeks. 
Plan has been given to the Securities 
& Exchange Commission, where ap- 
proval is necessary before shares can 
be listed on the big board or Curb. A 
couple of details are being ironed out 
, currently, 

The new common and preferred 
issues have been actively traded in 








'Hizzoner’s Prattfall 
Cost St. Loo Theatres 
2G, F&M Exec Charges 


St. Louis, March 8, 


A loud beef that the warning of 
{Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann, via 
| radio, that streets were s‘‘ppery and 
hazardous, cost theatres $2,500, was 
| made last week by Chauncey B. Nel- 
,son, personnel director of Fanchon & 
Marco interests here. Hizzoner suf- 
fered a prattfall on a Sunday a.m., 
and immediately got in touch with 
local radio stations and enlisted their 
cooperation in warning natives to 
be careful of similar mishaps. 

In his plaint Neilson said, ‘All last 
Sunday the radio stations were an- 
nouncing that the streets were in a 
very impassable condition. It is true 
they were wet. They were not icy. 
Ordinarily on a day of that kind 





Local exchange heads believe that, with producers concentrati 
bigger and better pictures, ‘extended playing time’ is exhibitors 
salvation, and they foresee a change in theatre operation 


The trend is to fewer and better pictures, and subse 


It has been the experience of many exhibitors that their 
outstanding pictures, having preferred playing time, gros« 
Monday and Tuesday after a Sunday opening, than the house 
for the balance of the week, excluding Saturday. 
these pictures could have been run one to two days more profitably, it's 


N.Y. EXCHANGE LISTING 


difficult for even the bige-r pictures | fair. He is related to Harvey Gib- 
playing against it; also, that high} son, chairman of the board of the 
admission prices exacted for ‘Wind’ | World’s Fair, and also a director of 
— into fan budgets consider- | paramount. by marriage. Mrs. Griffis 
A contrary opinion is that ‘Wind’ ter. 
yen. aoe where | out most of the preliminary details 
from nearby towns who, failing to | f,Presentation to the Hays office. 
at Winee te te a fs é | Before Griffis left for Florida Sat- 
. picture, have gone! urday (2), the plan tentatively 

| worked out, was discussed at a meet- 


to see others rather than waste the | 
whole afternoon o yeni | s : : > 

r evening. ing and Major Leslie E. Thompson, 
of RKO Theatres, was 


Lent this year began at an ie fens 

usually early date, Feb. 7, and that, | ie god Re 

ik in Mealicwed has alee tant in nsgend chosen as chairman of a committee 
sections of the country, causing the | a bscarceng . “a ae Resigs 
February business to slip lower than | ot 
it did last year. are 


Index of business, as computed by | § 
eeinetings -" rate over | gt 0 oe 
consumption, etc.. would indicate | #!r€ ; cere 
that for January and February there | against any free motion picture ex- 
has beén a steady, unrelenting de- | rg he the expo in a wire addressed 
eline. | to Will Hays. Claimed that the as- 


as 


session 
(Thurs.), 


Theatre Owners Protest 


Unemployment throughout the na- | sociation would oppose any free ex- 


tion increased 10.6% during the, hibit and urged that the status of the 
month of January, according to fig- | ‘Patre owner be considered. 

ures of the National Industrial Con-| Wire stated also ‘while we offered 
ference Board. our support to the fair last year, 


lowered admission prices that will 
B’way First-Runs 23% | be in effect when it opens May 1] 
Ahead of Jan.-Feb., 





| Offer serious competition to us and 
39 _we therefore are of the opinion that 


‘any cooperation in the way of free 


(Whitney Bourne) is Gibson's daugh- 
Both are said to have worked | 


incite race hatred and racial preju- | 
dices.’ The case had been appealed | 
from police court where Allan was 
fined $1,400 and sentenced to serve | 
120 days in the county jail. Allan 
was permitted to plead guility on one 
count in the higher court, with the 
judge suspending half the fine, and 
setting 60 days to pay the balance. 

The ordinance under which Allan 
was convicted was declared consti- 
tutional recently by district judge 
C. E. Kettering. 


‘Gone’ Trailer for ‘Birth’ 
Swelled b.o. in wake of ‘Gone | 
With the Wind’ persuaded Inter- | 
state officials to send for prints of | 
‘Birth of a Nation,’ 1914 gem, to see 
possibilities of brief run at Rialto. 
Officials claim ‘Gone’ created de- 
mand for ‘Birth.’ 


| Capital 


theatre business is very good, but I 
believe that announcement did us at 
least $2.500 worth of damage, and I 
don't believe that the cause of safety 
was helped in any way by any such 
promiscuous broadcasting.’ The 
mayor made no reply. 


Disney Stock Bulge 


Sacramento, March 58. 

Walt Disney Productions was per- 
mitted an increase of $1,000,000 in its 
stock. Under the amended 
charter the company is allowed to 
change its 200,000 shares of $10 
stock to 600,000 shares at $5, an in- 
crease from $2,000,000 to $3,000,000. 

Amendment was signed by Walter 
E. Disney, president, and George E. 
Morris, secretary. 





British Eagle, new film company 
ltaly-U. S. discord still the same 
Michalove due back from Aussie 


Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


American companies’ quota production 
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on Shirley Temple's 


See ‘Extended Time’ As Panacea 


Chicago, March §, 
ng on 
Ss on 
Policy @)] 
quent-run ex. 


fewer changes of bill, in the Opinion 


Accordingly, exhibitors will not have to buy so 


€turns on 
more on 
: takes jn 
In most instance 


The trade here feels that the type of product now being released 


doctor ordered’ to bring back the 


public to the theatres and to make new film converts. 


Liberalizing of Musician Union 
Restrictions Aiding Stageshows, 
Curbing Dualism, Says Balaban 





Chance to reduce the number of 
double-feature bills in the middle. 
west stems from the new, more Jib. 
eral attitude of the unions, Barney 
Balaban, president of Paramount, 
said in summarizing the dual situa 
tion in U. S. last week. There is 


a growing sentiment among mie 
sicians’ unions in Michigan and other 
states to eliminate standby orches. 
tras, thereby aiding the restoration 
of stage shows and reduction in dual 
billing, according to Balaban, who 
sees in this the biggest hope for re. 
ducing double-features. 

Asked whether fewer pictures for 
the 1940-41 season would help curb 
the doubling practice, Balaban could 
not see where it would materially 
reduce dualing, at least for some 
time. Also he was dubious about 
whether there would be any mate. 
riai reduction from this shortage for 
dual needs. 

Instead, Balaban indicated he bee 
lieved the greatest early chance for 
reducing double features was in 
theatres where union scales made it 
practical to resume stage shows. 

Balaban said that Paramount's 
proposed new studios in Hollywood 
would have to wait until a clearer 
picture is obtained of the foreign 
field. The first unit would cost 
$8,000,000. 


WB DUALING ON THE 
UPBEAT IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Merch 5. 
Warner Bros., for a long time 
leading opponents of double-fea- 
tures, now have at least 35 nabes on 
the dual diet and the list gets larger 
each week. In nearly 20 houses 
twin-bills is a steady policy. In the 
rest the duals are shown according 
to the strength or weakness of the 
product on hand. 
With the growth of double-fea- 
tures has come the steady diminish- 
ing of giveaways at the Warner 
nabes. The circuit's officials have 
found that an extra feature costs 
less than dishes, dresserware and 
other gimmicks. As @ result only 
about 15 houses still use premiums 
as a come-on compared to 40 houses 
before the first of the year. The 
houses still featuring giveaways &re 
those located in areas in which the 
opposition indie plugs premiums. 
This trend of more duals and less 
premiums is expected to continue & 
soon as more films become «#vailable 
due to the breakup of the film Jam 
caused by the long run of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ and cther heevy- 
weight films. 


Dwan In Pilot House 
On Shirley’s Young "Uns 


Hollywood, March 5. 


Allan Dwan gets the director job 
next picture, 





r 


¢ 
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Almost All UA Producers Anxious 





To Have Goldwyn's Squawk Settled 





Although the sympathies of other 
United Artists producers are almost 
all with the company in its current 
battle with Samuel Goldwyn, they 
are anxious to see the dispute set- 
tiled. Not particularly concerned 
with what effect it is having on 
Goldwyn’s standing, they are dis- 
turbed with its bearing on UA. They 
feel, for one thing, that it is side- 
tracking attention of execs that 
would otherwise go to improvement 
of the general setup and, for an- 
other, the company’s prestige may 
be injured should Goldwyn succeed 
in breaking away. 


Coming: ‘East Lynne’ 





Hollywood, March 5. 

It’s in again. ‘East Lynne,’ 
sturdiest of all the melodramas, 
is coming back as a picture, this 
time at Warners, with Lloyd 
Bacon as director and Bryan 
Foy as associate producer. 

It is a double comeback, as 
John Boles, who has not been in 
pictures lately, is stepping out as 
the male lead opposite Barbara 
Stanwyck. Production is slated 
for early summer. 





This feeling has been reflected in 
the conciliatory attitude the com- 
pany has taken towards its wayward 
roducer, despite the blustering at- 
Ftude adopted outwardly. Softness 
was revealed in court papers filed in 
recent weeks, although Goldwyn has 
not in any way reflected it. He has 
repeatedly refused to conciliate, 
using every possible means to obtain 
a court test of his UA ties. 

Story behind his legal suit to ob- 
tain a relatively insignificant amount 
of interest on his producer’s bonus 
started in January, 1939. At that 
time UA stockholders voted to set 
up the bonus fund known as the 
Silverstone plan. It provided for re- 
bates on the standard 25% distribu- 
tion charge to producers who 
achieved certain grosses in three 
categories. These were on pix that 
reached certain levels in the do- 
mestic field, pix that reached certain 
levels in the foreign field, and on 
the overall grosses of a producer's 
entire output for the year. With 
these rebates it is possible to bring 
distribution charges down to be- 
tween 15 and 18%, instead of 25%. 
. Quota Angle 

While this plan was being worked 
eut, it was decided that to obtain 
certain English-made pix needed un- 
der the quota laws, British producers 
would be offered more favorable 
terms than 25% on distribution costs 
in England. However, the problem 
then came up that some producers— 
mainly stockholders and oldtimers— 
had clauses in the contracts auto- 
matically guaranteeing them equally 
as favorable terms as granted any 
other producer at any future time. 
Stockholders feared, as a result, that 
these producers might demand the 
preferred terms offered the British 
producers, 

To get around this, they decided 
that anyone wishing to participate 
in the bonus must agree not to de- 
mand the ‘most favored’ terms on 
English distribution. A  supple- 
mental contract was sent to all pro- 
ducers who had ‘most favored’ 
clauses in their pacts and all signed 
and returned them except Goldwyn. 
He refused, demanding he get the | 
more favorable English terms. | 

In the meantime, Aug. 25, 1939, the | 
bonus became payable. UA wouldn't 
send Goldwyn his, however, because | 





he hadn’t signed the supplemental | 
contract. When he started to kick 
up a row, which they wished to 
avoid, they sent the check for $54,- | 
559, but with the stipulation that by | 
accepting it he would agree to for- | 
get the preferred English terms. He 
tent the check back. Then UA, be- | 
Coming still more conciliatory, sent 
him the check again without any | 
stipulations. He returned it again, | 
this time with a demand for inter- | 
tst from the day it was due. The | 
same day, Dec. 8, he filed suit for | 
the interest. 


Addison Out as Loew’s 
NE. Head; No Successor 


_H. M. Addison, northeastern divi- 
sion manager for Loew's, headquar- 
tering at Boston, resigned last week 
after Serving in that operating 
Capacity for the circuit for five years. 
successor is not likely to be ap- 
Pointed until Joseph R. Vogel re- 
urns from a Cuban vacation. He | 
eaves Friday (8), accompanied by | 
r. and Mrs. Leopold Friedman. 
Meantime, the Loew New England 
theatres will operate on their own| 
Without a divisional head. | 





| 





Ot ienenieneeeeamiementinaiatiantd 
‘ 


| list. 








Nellie Kelly’ And 
Follow Thru Cue 
Filmusical Trend 


Purchase last week of an 18-year- 
old George M. Cohan musicomedy 
by Metro and announcement the 
week previous by Parainount that it 
would do a remake of a 1929 musi- 
cal hit is seen to presage a line of 
low-cost filmusicals on 1940-41 slates. 

Metro’s buy was ‘Little Nellie 
Kelly,’ in which Judy Garland will 
appear. It was written entirely by 
Cohan—book, music and lyrics. Four 
months’ run in Boston preceded its 
New York entry in November, 1922, 
with Elizabeth Hines and Charles 
King starring. It will have mostly 
new music, although several of some 
10 Cohan hit tunes in the original 
will be resurrected. They include 
‘Nellie I Love You,’ ‘You Remind 
Me of My Mother,’ ‘The Voice in My 
Heart,’ ‘All in the Wearing,’ ‘Dance 
My Worries Away,’ ‘When You Do 
the Hinky Dee,’ ‘The Great New 
York Police,’ and ‘Till My Luck 
Comes Rolling Along.’ Metro is un- 
derstood to have paid $15,000 for 
screen rights to the piece, which is 
more or less a satire on the theatre 
and on Cohan’s plays in particular. 

Paramount’s 
‘Follow Thru,’ Buddy De Sylva show 
which was on Broadway in 1929. 
Par made it in 1930. In plans of the 
studios to produce these two musi- 
cals is seen the necessity of war 
economy, as both can be made at 





comparatively small cost and yet! 


will fill the ever-present demand 
on any yearly schedule for a quaff 
of song-and-dance. Other studios 
are expected to grab the cue. 

Most important purchase of the 
past week was ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ by 20th-Fox for $50,000. 
First novel by Richard Llewellyn is 
currently fourth on the best-seller 
It’s a story of the Welsh coal 
fields and has been compared in a 
way with ‘Grapes of Wrath.’ 

Metro announced the purchase of 
‘The Reign of Soapy Smith,’ which 
it actually acquired several months 
ago. It’s a western by Edwin V. 
Westrate and William Ross Collier, 
for which the studio paid $3,000. 


‘Night Music,’ legiter by Clifford | 


Odets, presented by the Group 
Theatre, will go to the Loew-Lewin 
producing unit at United Artists for 
$20,000 plus a percentage of gross. 
L-L bought it before production for 
the $20,000 as a down payment, with 
a proviso for additional payments 
depending upon the number of 
weeks the play ran and the gross, 
plus a percentage of the picture re- 
ceipts. Inasmuch as it will close at 
the Broadhurst, N. Y., on Saturday 


| (9) after little more than two weeks | 
the payments over the $20,000 do not | 


apply. 


Couldn’t Escape It 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Kurt Bernhardt took over the di- 





rectorial chore on ‘You Can’t Escape | 
Forever’ at Warners, shifting from 
his previous assignment, ‘Money and 
the Woman.’ 

Change necessitates a new pilot for 
‘Money.’ ‘Can’t Escape’ rolls March 11. 


remake will be of! 
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EARLY SEASON'S 
WAR PANIC OF 


Talk of 25-33% Cut in Pro- 
duction for Next Year 
Appears Now Dissipated 
—All Studios Plan Virtu- 
ally Same Number of Pix 
as in the Past 








COULDN’T AGREE 





While four months ago it appeared 
certain that there would be 25-33% 
fewer pictures made for the 1940-41 
season than in the past, it appears 
equally certain now that virtually 
the same number of films will be 
turned out by the 10 majors and 
indies during the coming year as in 
1939-40. 

For 1940-41, some 500 fca.ures will 
be produced and delivered. This 
year will see about the same number, 
although last summer some 518 pix 
had been promised. 

Hectic thinking as studios fran- 
tically sought to adjust production 
to what were expected to be greatly 
shrunken grosses, resulting from 
chaos in Europe, was responsible for 
the predictions by all studios that 
they would trim their quantity next 
season. Now, however, in the light 
of calmer perspective and intensive 
gandering of figures from abroad, 
the threatened slash of output seems 
pretty well out of the way. 

Although virtually all producing 
companies have yet to officially de- 
cide on the number of films for 1940- 
41, majority have let it unofficially be 
known on about how much product 
exhibitors can count. 

Another indication that there will 
be an equal number of films next 
year, VARIETY learns, is the private 
check a few weeks ago by the head 
of a major affiliated circuit. In talks 
with top execs of each of the com- 
panies he was informed he could 
depend upon having for his houses 
practically the same number of 
films as this year. 


Par May Slash 

Paramount at the present writing 
appears committed to a slash from 
what it originally promised for this 
year, but not from what it will 
actually deliver. Par this season 
originally promised 49 features and 
nine westerns from the Harry Sher- 
man unit, for a total of 58. It has 
made no accouncement other than 
that there will be a reduction from 
the 58, so it will probably again 
wind up with 52. 

Twentieth Century-Fox will def- 
initely turn out 52 for 1940-41, Jo- 
seph M. Schenck, chairman of the 
board, declared a few weeks ago, 
and this number was again substan- 
tiated by Herman Wobber, distribu- 
tion chief, at a meeting of district 
sales managers last weekend. This 
means no cutting. Metro likewise 
will again deliver 52. There has 
been nothing official in that regard, 
but top execs have not refrained 
| from expressing that as_ their 
| Opinion. 

Columbia, which is slated to turn 
| out 40 features and 16 westerns this 





year, will also repeat for 1940-41. 
Warner Bros., which promised and 
will deliver 48 this year, is also set 
for the same number. However, 
while it produced the entire number 
in the past, WB will inaugurate 
something new in filling out part of 
its commitment from outside pro- 
ducers. Frank Capra is the only one 
signed so far, but more deals are 
said to be in the works, and the 
studio was admittedly trying to ob- 
| tain Samuel Goldwyn’s output. 
RKO Cut Possible 

Possibility of a reduction in RKO’s 
output appears plausible, as it has 
maintained a heavy commitment, 
although there has been no indica- 





other officials to that effect. How- 
ever, the company has already 
trimmed six pictures from the 58 it 


son. Studio was to turn out 37 fea- 
tures and six westerns, with indies 
(Continued on page 18) 





tion from prez George Schaefer or | 


originally pledged itself to this sea- | 





Pro & Con ‘Gone’ 


Playing against ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ is a new quirk for 
competitive distributor-exhibit- 
ors. It has been helpful. 

Following ‘Gone,’ however, 
into the selfsame house, is a 
handicap, because so much 
money was drained from the 
town it hurts the ensuing pic-. 
ture. But concurrently with 
‘Gone,’ it drags ’em downtown 
and all boxoffices perk. 


20th-Fox Sets 
$30,000,000 Prod. 
Budget for 40-41 


An approximate $4,000,000 increase 
in production costs to cover next 
year’s program, discussion of product 
yet to be released on this year’s 
schedule, and decision to deliver 
‘Lillian Russell’ as a 1939-40 picture, 
if ready, highlighted the two-day 
district managers sales meeting held 
by 20th-Fox in New York over the 
weekend. 

The two-day sales huddle with 
Herman Wobber presiding also dis- 
cussed preliminary plans for a na- 
tional sales convention in Chicago, 
to be held sometime between April 
1 and 15, plus plans of the studio to 
hike its budget for the coming year. 
Instead of the approximate $26,000,- 
000 covering this year’s 52 features, 
plus shorts, the 1940-41 budget is ex- 
pected to run around $30,000,000, 
perhaps a little more. 

Darryl F. Zanuck is expected to 
come east shortly to further discuss 
’40-41 plans and the Chicago con- 
vention. He will probably get in 
around March 15, at which time also 
Joseph M. Schenck will huddle with 
S. R. Kent, Wobber and others. 

In addition to Wobber, those at- 
tending the weekend sales meeting 
in N. Y. included from the home of- 
fice Walter J. Hutchinson, W. J. 
Kupper, W. C. Gehring, William 
Sussman, William J. Clark, Charles 
E. McCarthy, Jack Bloom, Martin J. 
Moskowitz, Jack Sichelman, Roger 
Ferri, C. A. Hill, E. H. Collins, Ted 

(Continued on page 20) 


WILL HORWITZ GRANTED 
FULL PARDON BY F. DR. 


Houston, March 5. 
Will Horwitz, owner and operator 
of four Houston theatres, has been 
granted a full pardon and restora- 
tion of civil rights by President 
Roosevelt. Horwitz was convicted of 
conspiracy to use the mails for fur- 
thering a lottery, and served seven 
months of his five years’ sentence 
in Leavenworth, thereby losing his 
civil rights. Some 100,000 signatures, 
on a petition for his release, brought 
him back to Houston in 1934 where 
he was welcomed by cheering 
crowds at the station and at a re- 
ception in his honor at the City 

Auditorium later in the evening. 
For years he has personally super- 
| vised a Christmas party for all the 




















De Lapp Out at Par 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Terry de Lapp has tu: .ed in his 
resignation as Paramount publicity 
| director. He has been with the out- 
| fit four years. 
He was married Feb. 27 to Ade- 
| laide Title in Las Vegas. 
| No immediate replacement as Cliff 
'Lewis will handle it all. 











underprivileged children of the City. 


Minneapolis, March 5. 

Fears actually are being expressed 
in local indie exhibitor circles that 
‘the extraordinary number of out- 
Standing pictures coming up’ will 
have a bad effect on the boxoffice. 
They now complain ‘there’ll be too 
many good films released.’ 

Those independent theatre owners 
who are doing the worrying argue 
that ‘if outstanding pictures become 
sO common, as now threatens, they 
won’t mean so much to the box- 
office any more.’ They declare their 
customers will become blase, will not 
be able to appreciate the difference 
in quality and will not be sufficiently 
impressed. 

Moreover, they point out that pub- 
lic purchasing power is limited and 
‘some of the outstanding pictures, in 
consequence, will have to take it on 
the chin, just as the inferior ones do 
now.’ Also, assert the worriers, it’ll 
be ‘an almost impossible task’ to 
maintain the present high quality 
standard and when the letdown 
comes the boxoffice repercussions 
will be all the greater. 

These views, however, are not 
shared by John J. Friedl, general 
manager of the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount circuit). Instead of 
dreading the ‘abundance of riches,’ 
he’s jubilant and is confident that 
they spell a protracted period of 
prosperity for the entire industry, 
including a continuation of the rec- 
ord ‘Gone With the Wind’ grosses. 

In his 23 years in the business, 
Friedl says, there never has been a 
time when so many outstanding pic- 
tures have been released. He calls 
it the ‘golden age’ of film production 
and says the b.o. hits are coming up 
so fast it makes the exhibitor dizzy. 
That dizziness, he feels, may have 
something to do with some of the 
independents’ fears. 

Friedl cites the splendid screen 
adaptations of so many big selling 
novels now being released or coming 
up soon—among them ‘Gone,’ 
‘Grapes of Wrath,’ ‘Of Mice and 
Men,’ ‘Northwest Passage,’ ‘Rebecca’ 
and ‘Pinocchio.’ It’s not only a 
lucky break for exhibitors that 
there are such competent Hollywood 
producers, but also that there have 
been so many popular novels these 
past few years. 


U’S NEW CORPORATE 
PLAN BY MARCH 15 


Universal’s recap plan whereby 
the corporate setup would be simpli- 
fied to eliminate so many different 
types of stock probably will be 
handed the stockholders at the an- 
nual meeting March 15 at Wilming- 
ton, Del. Company’s earnings have 
been holaing up well, only recently 
showing better return in the domes- 
tic field that a year ago. 

Several directors are due for re- 
election at the coming session, in- 
cluding John D. Penick and Samuel 
I. Posen, who represent the first- 
preferred stockholders. They got on 
the board originally as stockholder 
representatives because of stipula- 
tion allowing stockholders to vote 
for two directors when six quarterly 
dividends have been passed. 

Company is not soliciting proxies 
or contesting the reelection because 
the bulk of 17,864 shares of first pre- 
ferred is in the hands of the public. 


Par Takes to The 


Outdoors in Spring 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Come spring, Paramount breaks 
out in the open with a bevy of open- 
air films, beginning with Cecil B. 
deMille’s first unit of 
Mounted Police,’ which burst out 
yesterday (Mon.). 

Other outdoor pictures starting 
this week are ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 
| ‘Virginia,’ ‘Eyes of Texas’ and a 
| stampede of Harry Sherman’s cow- 


boys. 
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FOR °40-41 


Exhibs Now Have a New Fear: 
So Many Good Films It’s Gonna 
Be Too Tough on the Other Product 


‘Northwest_ 
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US. Set Back as Court Sees No 
Threat of Reprisals; Mystery 
Hint of Settlement Minimized 








Federal judge Henry W. Goddard 
in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) denied 
an application of the Government 
for an order protecting witnesses 
from possible reprisals by major 
film companies, when their names 
are revealed. The judge declared 
that while he wanted to aid the U. S. 
in every way, no evidence of intimi- 
dation of witnesses had been intro- 
duced to justify the order. The judge 
declared that if the Government 
could bring in one case of threats 
hereafter he would allow a renewal 
of the application. 

Every major company attorney of 
prominence at the hearing spoke 
heatedly against the granting of the 
application in a three-hour hearing. 
Judge Goddard postponed considera- 
tion of the start of pre-trial confer- 
ences until later in the week. He 
will decide this without further 
hearing. 

The Department of Justice then 
served its consolidated answers to 
the majors’ interrogatories on the 
defendants. The answer, more than 
300 pages in length, contains the 
names of 550 independent exhibitors 
complaining against the majors. 

Unusual Hint 

The first real indication of a possi- 
bility that the motion picture in- 
dustry’s most important litigation, 
the Government anti-trust suit, may 
be settled before it reaches trial on 
May 1, was forthcoming Monday (4), 
in an unusual way, and in a matter 
not relative to the suit at all. 

Judge John C. Knox, senior judge 
of the Federal district court, filed an 
opinion, setting the date for the trial 
of another matter, Joseph John Da- 
villa’s suit against Harms, Inc., the 
National Broadcasting Co., Columbia 
Broadcasting system, and several 
other defendants. Schwartz & Froe- 
lich are attorneys for many de- 
fendants in this action. 


An affidavit was submitted by this 
firm, asking that the trial of the 
Davilla action be immediate, or put 
over to the end of the anti-trust ac- 
tion, as both Louis Froelich and 
Herman Finkelstein, counsel for Co- 
lumbia Pictures, will be involved for 
Judge 
Knox’s filed opinion declared, ‘If it 
be, as has been suggested, that the 
case of U. S. against Paramount Pic- 
tures, Ine. (court title of the anti- 
trust action), will be disposed of 
without a trial of the issues, this 


many months in that suit. 


suit (Davilla) can be tried May 15 


If the Paramount case goes to trial 
May 1, trial of this action will have 


to await its conclusion.’ 


Both Finkelstein, who prepared 
the affidavit, and Government at- 


torneys were amazed at the judge’ 


memorandum. They both declared 
that, to the best of their knowledge, 
no settlement was contemplated, and 
could not understand the reason for 


such a statement. 
It does not seem likely that th 


George M. Cohan Theatre 
Rental Back of N. Y. Suit 


Application for a summary judg- 
ment, made in the N. Y. supreme 
court Wednesday (28), revealed the 
$50,173 suit of the Esquire Amus. 
Corp. against Gnalbel Realty Corp. 
for breach of contract. 

An agreement is alleged to have 
been entered into between both 
parties Jan. 29, 1936, whereby the 
plaintiff rented the George M. Co- 
han theatre on Broadway for five 
years. In March, 1938, the de- 
fendant is claimed to have defaulted 
on a mortgage, and in June the 
premises were sold at auction. The 
plaintiff asserts it spent $32,100 in 
improvements in the theatre, of 
which they lost $19,173 as a result 
of the foreclosure, and $31,000 ad- 
ditional as a result of the unexpired 
time on the lease. A genefal denial 
is the defendant’s answer. 


NONE OF LEGIT ‘GIRLS’ 
CAST SET FOR THE PIC 








Va.’ Waits On Carroll 


Paramount's ‘Virginia,’ originally 
slated to roll this month, has been 


shelved until June, when Madeleine 
Carroll will be available as a co- 
star with Fred MacMurray and Ray 
Milland. 

Miss Carroll has a prior commit- 
ment in Cecil B. deMille’s ‘North- 
west Mounted Police,’ which gets the 
gun this week. Shooting will require 
about three months. 


PIX FIGHTING 
NIGHT RACES 
INN. Y. 


Attempt is being made by repre- 
sentatives of the film industry in 
Albany to have a provision incor- 
porated in the new pari-mutual bet- 
ting bill to -prevent night racing. 
Picture interests want no competi- 
tion from the nags after sundown. 
With the growing popularity of night 
baseball' and other sports under 
floodlights, they feel horse racing 
will naturally follow. 

It is understood that success has 
been achieved in eliminating run- 
ning races in the bill, but harness 
racing is still permitted. This has 

















Despite announcement by RKO 
that the entire Broadway cast of ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ at the Imperial, N. Y., 


no one is set for the picture. Fig- 
ured likely that Marcy Wescott, Desi 
Arnaz and possibly Hal LeRoy may 
be offered contracts for the screen 
production, but none of them has 
yet been approached as to terms, 
etc. Also seen probable that Eddie 
Bracken, who originated the male 
comedy lead but is now on the Coast 
under contract to Paramount, may 
be borrowed from that studio for the 
picture, but that is likewise a mat- 
ter for future negotiation. 

With George Abbott, presenter of 
the legit show and slated to produce- 
direct the film, planning to keep 
‘Girls’ running at the Imperial 
(N. Y.) as long as possible, it’s im- 
probable that any other members of 
the cast will be used for the picture. 
Abbott goes to the Coast in mid-May 
and should start shooting soon after 
that. 

His intention is to return east 
early in July if he can wind up 
work at RKO in time. He has no 
shows set for the fall, but has a 
couple of musical comedy ideas 
which are being put into script form. 
One of them being done by George 
Marion, Jr., who supplied the book 
for ‘Girls.’ It’s hoped to get Rodgers 
and Hart, who wrote the score for 
‘Girls’ and Abbott’s ‘Boys from 
Syracuse’ last season, to supply the 
music, but that’s also not set. 


Lewin and Loew Scout 








judge would file such a cleans P layers for Night’ Pic 


unless he had been informed by 
some reputable source that a settle- 
Should this 
be the case, it is possible that some 
agreement may be on the verge of 
being worked out, and many of the 
attorneys for the defense and the 
prosecution have been kept in the 


ment was in the works. 


dark. 


The Davilla suit, while an impor- 


tant one, fades into insignificanc 


beside the possibilities presented by 


Judge Knox’s written words. Th 


action seeks approximated damages 
into the. millions for the alleged 
plagiarism of the plaintiff’s song, ‘If 
I Were a Spider, and You Were My 
Fly,’ in ‘The Desert Song.’ Statutory 
damages of $250 is sought for each 
performance or recording of the 


song. 


Judge Knox, when questioned, de- 


clared that he had received no wor 


of a settlement, and the memorandum 
It was 
learned, however, that someone from 
Washington, in an official capacity, 
had informed the calendar commis- 


had no special significance. 


sioner in the Federal court that 





Albert Lewin, partner with David 
Loew in a United Artists producing 
unit, returning to the Coast Mon- 
day (4) after a week in New York. 
Loew will return west this week- 
end. 
| Pair had been confabbing with 
| Clifford Odets, whose Group The- 





€\ film. They also hopped down to 


Baltimore (1) and Saturday to see 
‘The Fifth Column,’ Theatre Guild 
effort being tried out there. Under- 


e 


chasing screen rights to it now, but 
were scouting the cast for roles in 
‘Night Music.’ Latter play, financed 
by Lewin, folds Saturday (9) after a 
brief stay on Broadway. 





ad| Three Down the Chute 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Universal rolled two pictures yes- 
terday (Mon.), one a serial, ‘Winners 
of the West,’ and the other a feature, 
‘Trouble in B Fiat.’ ‘Ski Patrol,’ 


4 | feature dealing with the Finnish in- 


would be used for the film version, | 





been left in under pressure from 
county fair groups, whose income 
has been badly hit in recent years 
and who wish to capitalize on the 
night crowds. It is expected that 
the sulky races will replace dog races 
if they are permitted. 





BILL YOST VICTIM OF 


STROKE AT AGE OF 60 








atre play, ‘Night Music,’ they will | 


stood they have no thought of pur- | 


settlement was in the offing. Col, 

William Donovan, handling the de- 

fense for the consolidated producer- 

distributors, also declared he knew 

nothing of any proposed settlement. 
vs More Legal Papers. 

On Friday, Saturday and Monday 
(4), all defendants filed reams of 
documents upon the Government, for 
their answers to the consolidated in- 
terrégatories. The majors became 


(Continued on page 24) 


vasion, starts Thursday (7). 


Craig fill the top roles in ‘Winners.’ 


Writing Down the Coin 


Hollywood, March 5. 
‘Arizona’ is back in the writing 
mill at Columbia, undergoing a re- 
vision to cut down expenses, 
Scribes are eliminating several 
high-salaried supporting roles. 














Dick Foran, Anne Nagel and James | 


William Yost, for more than a 
‘quarter of a century in theatre 
operation in the east, died in Miami 


Beach Monday morning (4) follow- 
ing a stroke. He was nearing 60 
years and had gone to Florida for a 
rest, having arrived there Feb, 26, 

Although he had operated various 
theatres in the Greater New York 
area, at one time having had a size- 
able string, at the time of his death 
he had but two theatres, the Superior 
and 34th St., both in Manhattan. An 
independent exhibitor during his en- 
tire career, Yost was widely known 
in the exhibition field in the east 
and among distributors, 

A daughter survives. 





PAR’S SCREEN SUIT 
Los Angeles, March 5. 

Flat Light Screen Co. filed suit in 
federal court against Paramount and 
Farcoit Edouart, special effects chief, 
charging infringement on a patent 
covering translucent projection 
screens. 

Plaintiff asks an accounting, dam- 
ages and a permanent injunction 
against infringement. 





‘Gone’ Averaged $65,000 Per Week At 
N.Y. Cap on 12 Wks.; Careful Booking 


‘Gone’ Will Boost Loew’s 








The policy of the Loew cir, 
the dating of ‘Gone With the wi” 


2d Quarter Divvy to $1.50 | tor subsequent run boo Wing’ 
: ing initial downto follow. 
With more than $10,000,000 thea- wntown or first-ryy 


tre intake on ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
likely to be figured in the second 
quarter’s financial report, Loew’s is 
expected to get more than $1 per 
common share from the film alone 
in the quarter ending last month. 
Latest estimates in Wall Street are 
that Loew’s will show around 
$2,600,000 net profit in the second 
quarter of its fiscal year as against 
$1,393,456 in the previous quarter 
ended Nov. 23. 

Such a healthy pickup is de- 
pendent on how much of ‘Gone’ 
profits are included in the earnings 
statement. The $2,600,000 profit 
figure is equivalent to about $1.50 on 
the common as compared with 7lc. 
in the first quarter. Second quarter 
includes the last week in November, 
December and January, and most of 
last month. ; 


MARCUS HOLDS REIN 


dates will be to determine on the 
be p 


theatres and number to layed 
well as contributing factors aar 
each individual situation gr 
Nothing is being set far in ady 
with the circuit feeling its way care, 
ee 4 as it goes along on the Dice 

‘Gone,’ out of the Capitol, N, y 
tonight (Wed.), after a total of 
12 weeks there, has been assi 
dates for the Paradise (Bronx) 
the Valencia (Jamaica) to start 
March 21. These are widely-sepa. 
rated neighborhood theatres of the 
Loew chain. 

Joseph R. Vogel, v.p., of the cir. 
cuit, declares that ‘Gone’ will then 
shift into other leading theatres in 
the Greater New York area, with ¢ 
total of 35 so far in line to play the 
picture. What the secondary neigh. 
borhood houses in the metropolitan 
N.Y. area, as well as elsewhere, wil] 
be, is to be decided ‘as we go along’ 
in Vogel’s words. 

Metro, as distributor of the pic. 
ON SIX RKO SPECIALS ture, is similarly selling and dating it 

in other parts of the country under 
that policy. While it has opened in 
Hollywood, March 5. | ™ost of the leading Loew houses 

RKO handed Lee Marcus the! throughout the nation, there are 
executive producer supervision over’ Many key and semi-key spots where 
six special features for the 1940-41 , Loew doesn’t operate, picture having 
program, costing from $350,000 to , been bought and played by other 
$400,000 each. Assignment is in ad- | major chains as well as indepene 
dition to his regular job of handling | ents. 
six programmers and six George) With conclusion of the run at the 
O’Brien westerns. Broadway Capitol tonight (Wed.), 

Among the high-bracket pictures | the gross at that house will have hit 
are, ‘Anne’s House of Dreams,’ star- | 20und $780,000 or an_ average of 
ring Anne Shirley; ‘Men Against the, $65,000 a week. It would remain at 
Sky,’ ‘Laddie,’ ‘Freckles,’ ‘The Man| the Cap indefinitely but for the fact 


and 























Against the World’ and an untitled there is a backlog of Metro product 
story by Peter B. Kyne. which cannot be made —o 
. the company’s own theatres, as we 
as those of its other accounts in the 
b ] e . . . 
N. Y. district until they have first 
Yates P re-Trial Exam played the Cap. ‘Gone’ continues 
*4|indef at the Astor, however, at a 
In Stockholder $ Suit twice-daily $2 top. 
The Loew neighborhood houses 
ill adhere to the scale that has pree 
Herbert J. Yates was ordered to — : P 
appear for examination before trial — = the Capitol, 75e matanoes 
March 13 in N. Y. supreme court, in | 0 $1. = the. same as the pis» 
connection with a suit by Beatrice | ee Hs at po hla 4 where else at 
Tunick, holder of 10 shares of com- | cae ‘s 7. oe, ees 
mon of Consolidated Film Indus- |P ayed it day-and-date with the Cap 
tries, Inc. against the company j at this scale. Four-week run there 
Setay Co., Inc., Republic Pictures of ended lat week. 
Delaware, and 21 officers and direc. | 
tors of the corporate defendants. | i iti 
Justice Bernard L. Schientag signed Twin Cities Nabes Prefer 
the order. on | To Wait a Year on ‘Gone’ 
e judge, a e same time, de- | 
nied an application by the plaintiff | : St. Paul, santge bs 
to examine the books and records|, Bulk of neighborhood exhibitors 


of Republic before trial. Suit seeks |!9 Twin Cities will not play ‘Gone 
the recovery of $1,000,000, and| With the Wind’ as a 75c-$1.10 at- 
charges waste and mismanagement. | 'Taction on a 70-30 split this season, 
| but bev wait yoga year a Bg 
; ;expected curtailed version whic 
LESSEY’S METRO CHORE | they will be able to offer at regular 
Hollywood, March 5. | admission prices, it’s indicated. 

George Lessey, of the original N.Y. | Inasmuch as Metro has guar- 
cast of ‘The Man Who Came to Din- | anteed a 10% profit for exhibitors 
ner,’ has been signed by Metro for | showing the film at 70-30, it’s re- 
a role in the next Hardy picture, | ported they’re not at all anxious to 
‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante.’ | spot it into any but a few of the 











- 10-Year-Old Inventor Dies Suddenly sso" sities 


—— |de luxe neighborhood spots. 
| General feeling is that the five 
| weeks’ loop run in Minneapolis, 


WB Hot on a New Color Process as Its. :::s'sotesimaty ssa 


milked the $1.10 trade dry for the 


nabe spots at this time. For most 


showings and reserved seats at night 
is regarded as impractical, too. 





| Memphis, March 5. 

Death of Thomas Andrew Kill- 
man, 76-year-old Nashville inventor, 
| proved a distinct shock here, com- 


| ing as it did just a week after the 
| Warner offices in New York had sent 
Col. Howard Waugh, local zone man- 
ager, to Nashville to give the once- 
over to a new three-dimension color 
process developed by Killman and 
his son, Robert T. 
Waugh had just finished drafting 
a highly favorable report on the 
process for his New York superiors 
when word came that Killman had 
died in Nashville after a brief ill- 
; ness. A native of Kentucky, he 
had taught school in Smith County, 
Tenn., before turning to the field of 
mechanical invention. In recent 
years the younger Killman had as- 
| sisted and between them the pair 
| were responsible for many devices, 
| mechanical toys, vending machines, 
|a new steam boiler, valves for 
hydraulic pump or motor, a rotary 
pump and a reclining swing. 
| The Killmans have been working 











with J. A. Norling, of Laucks & 
Norling, cinema consultants of New 
York, and through Norling the War- 
ner office had become interested in 
the new film process, and ordered 
Waugh to Nashville for a look-see. 
Waugh came back all raves. 

‘They’ve got a marvelous new 
color scheme that gets in every color 
in the rainbow, but good,’ Waugh 
said. ‘It hasn’t just three or four 
colors. It has everything.’ 

Better still, according to Waugh, 
the Killmans have perfected a de- 
vice whereby the color can be turned 
on and off at will any time during 
a picture’s screening. Press a but- 
ton and the film goes black-and- 
white. Press another and the color | 
— on. hyper thing is in three- | 

imension of unusual clarity, states | player option. 

Waugh. ; | 20th-Fox signed Randolph Scott to 

The younger Killman is expected three-picture deal. noting 
to carry on the father’s work. His| Harry Kurnitz drew new sctiP 
death will not interfere with the | contract at Metro. two 
progress of this film development, it| John Sheffield optioned for 
was believed, the process being con- | more pictures at RKO. 
sidered atout ready for marketing| Bill Marshall inked actor 
without further experiment. at Warners, 


‘Episode’ for Jacobs 


Hollywood, March 8. 
William Jacobs drew the associate 
producer assignment on ‘Episode’ at 
Warners, 
Writers will be assigned to the 
screenplay this week. 


— 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 5. : 

Fred Sersin renewed as speci@ 
effects director at 20th-Fox. ‘ 
Edward Powell given new ticke’ 
in 20th-Fox music department. 
RKO picked up Linda Hayes 
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Serials in Marked Comeback; 50 N.Y. 


Loew Theatres Book ‘Em Sat. Mats 








‘Continued Next Week,’ legend, 
once familiar to every kid in 
America as the point at which Pearl 
White was inevitably left for seven 
days dangling by her fingernails 
from a breath-taking precipice, is 
once again a popular slogan. A 
rapidly-increasing number of houses 
have added the cliffhangers to their 
Saturday matinee shows during the 
past two years, a checkup reveals. 
And not the least evidence of their 
swelling popularity is seen in the 
Loew circuit in New York which, for 
example, is screening serials in 
50 out of 70 houses. 

,When the duals began to slip as 
b.o. bait, serials again began to climb. 
Not the least of the reasons for the 
skyrocketing has been the well- 
established newspaper cartoon strips 
and radio serials such as Buck 
Rogers, Flash Gordon, Jungle Jim, 
Tailspin Tommy, Dick Tracy, Man- 
drake the Magician, ‘Lone Ranger,’ 
‘Green Hornet’ and ‘The Shadow.’ 

Republic, Columbia and Universal 
‘each turn out four serials a year, 
varying in length from 12 to 15 
weeks. Average ccst of the 24 to 30 
reels is around $100,000, although it 
may go higher, as in the case of 
‘Green Hornet,’ for which Universal 
paid $20,000 for screen rights alone. 


Big in S. A. Also 

Although aimed primarily at ju- 
veniles, the peril-packers are said to 
be attracting increasing numbers of 
adult devotees who get a kick out of 
the phoney thrills which the kids 
take seriously. However, — special 
Saturday morning shows and Satur- 
day matinees are still, by far, the 
best market. 

One of the principal difficulties 
involved in improving them is get- 
ting good actors, most established 
players fighting shy. However, 
found in the serials recently have 
been Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy 
Knight, Bill Cody, Jr., Victor Jory, 
Dick Foran and Buster Crabbe. - 

In the United States, the south 
constitutes the biggest market for 
the serials. They were never big in 
Europe, but South America has al- 
ways been an important market and 
is growing. 

Amusing sidelight on earlier-day 
serials —- Columbia disdains 
name, incidentally, refers to them 
as ‘chapter plays’ is that exhibitors 
when they bought them never knew 
how long they might run. Most 
famous case of this sort was ‘Dia- 
monds from the Sky,’ made by Mu- 


tual, which along with General Films [| 


and Pathe was the biggest maker 
of serials. ‘Diamonds’ was sold as a 
12-episoder. It scored a tremendous 
Click right off, however, and at the 
ead of eight chapters wires were 


that | 


| 


+ 


What, Again? 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

Roy Rogers, film cowboy, is 
being sued for $150,000 by Roy 
Rogers, stage actor for 39 years, 
who charges his earning power 
has been damaged by confusion 
over the name. 

Similar suit for the same 
amount by another Roy Rogers 

was settled in 1938. 


—————--— 


Roxy’s U and RKO Buys 
Until 20th Films Ready; 
Music Hall’s ‘Edison’ 


Twentieth-Fox not having anything 
ready at present for the Roxy, N. Y., 
house follows RKO’s ‘Vigil in the 
Night,’ due Friday (8), with ‘Little 
Chickadee,’ on which a deal has 
been closed with Universal. Roxy 
this week, for one week only, is 
playing ‘The Bluebird.’ 

‘Free, Blonde and 21,’ for general 
release March 29, and ‘Star Dust,’ 
for release April 5, are earliest 20th- 
Fox pictures that will no doubt go 
into the Roxy. 

Following lengthy negotiations, the 
Music Hall, N. Y., has closed a deal 
with Metro for ‘Young Tom Edison,’ 
starring Mickey Rooney. Consum- 
mation hinged on the playing time 
commitment, Metro having wanted 
the Hall to guarantee three weeks. 
Deal was settled with the theatre 
agreeing to a two-week minimum. 

Although the Hall closed a deal 
during the past week with United 
Artists for ‘Over the Moon’ (Eng- 
lish-made) and had it scheduled for 
tomorrow (Thurs.), subsequently it 
obtained ‘Too Many Husbands’ from 
Col as a substitute. ‘Moon’ is set 
back indefinitely now. 

‘Edison’ follows ‘Too Many Hus- 
bands.’ After that the theatre will 
play ‘Rebecca’ (UA), which in turn 
will be followed by ‘My Son, My 
| Son’ (UA), bought come time ago. 
‘Our Town’ has also been purchased 
from UA, but it won’t be ready for 
a while yet. 


PAR REACQUIRES THE 
MADISON IN DETROIT 


The downtown Madison, Detroit, 
dropped by Paramount last summer 




















| 
i 








sent to all purchasers telling them 
it would run to 18 weeks. Near the 
end of that time it was still going 


episodes were added. 
Tunning a year. 


HAROLD FIELD’S PIONEER 


It wound up 








Minneapolis, March 5. 
Harold Field is moving his Pioneer 
theatre circuit offices from Des 


Moines to Minneapolis, Chain has 
17 houses, all in Iowa. 
Frank Rubel, circuit's general 


Manager for 
Signed. No 
named yet. 


nine years, has re- 
successor has been 





Par’s Regular Divvys 


Regular quarterly dividends on 
oth preferred issues were declared 
Y Paramount directors when the 
board met Wednesday (28). The 
Vvy on the first preferred was 
‘50 per share while on the second 
Preference issue it was 15c a share. 
Both payments will be made April 
to stock on record March 15. 
‘ Regular quarterly dividend of 37% 
the preferred stock was declared 
— taken on the common. Pre- 
hay divvy is payable March 30 to 
ock on record March 15. 


b 


Y 20th-Fox last week. No action | 


deal with independent 


| Charles Perry, Arthur Robinson and 
| David Newman. Perry also operates 
ithe Adams, Detroit, while Robinson 
lis in the theatre premium business 
on the side. 

Policy of the house under resump- 


| 
{tion of control by Par has not been 





uct that had been set by those previ- 
| ously in the theatre. Perry, a former 
operating executive for Par, and his 
associates had been operating the 
Madison with last-run film. 

Par originally had the house for 
10 years, failing to renew due to in- 
ability to get together on terms. 

Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., home office theatre execu- 
tives for Paramount, returned to 
New York, Monday (4) after setting 
the deal to reacquire the Madison. 
Control passed to Par as of Friday 
cz). 





Par Signs Asquith 


London, Feb. 20. 

David E. Rose has handed An- 
thony Asquith a long-term contract, 
which calls for at least one picture 
in Hollywood for Paramount. 

Also going over to Paramount is 
Leslie Howard, as soon as he fin- 
ishes ‘The Man With Seven Faces’ 
i for RKO. 











T OF GOLD’ 





THEATRE. USES 
CITY PHONE BOOK 


Localized Version of Radio 
Giveaway Idea Outlawed 
By Police in Kenosha, Wis. 
—Theatre Corporation 
Wants to Know How Come 


It’s OK Over the Radio 








MORE RACKETS 





Kenosha, Wis., March 5. 

Squawks from peeved patrons and 
anti-gambling crusaders have ended 
the weekly ‘Pot of Gold’ show in the 
Kenosha theatre after it had been 
going little more than a month, pack- 
ing the house with customers who 
thought they had a better chance of 
winning there than by sitting at 
home waiting for the phone to ring 
on the radio show of the same name. 

When complaints began to pour 
into the office of da. John P. Mc- 
Evoy he said he was compelled to 
take action and a warrant was issued 
for Elmer G. Brennan, manager, 
charging violation of the Wisconsin 
lottery laws. Hearing was set for 
March 4, but the charge was with 
drawn when Brennan agreed to 
withdraw the show. 

‘Pot of Gold’ here operated much 
on the same plan as the Horace 
Heidt radio program except that it 
was localized and used the Kenosha 
city directory instead of the tele- 
phone directory in the selection of 
the lucky winners. If the person was 
not in the theatre when his name was 
called he got only part of the award, 
the balance going into the pot for 
the following week’s draw. 

Case may have further repercus- 
sions as the Standard Theatres Co., 
operators of the Kenosha, are looking 
up the law to ascertain whether un- 
fair discrimination can be alleged in 
legislation that permits a ‘Pot of 
Gold’ show to come into Wisconsin | 
by the air, when it is not permitted 
in a theatre. 


Banko Illegal, Hence Not 
Obligated, Says Theatre| 


Novel defense was invoked in| 
Brooklyn federal court by Courter | 


Amus. Co., Inc., operators of the Or- |} 





mont theatre, East Orange, N. J., | 
defendants in a_ $1,527.50 action | 
brought by Affiliated Enterprises | 
Inc. of Colorado, charging failure | 


to pay for right to use ‘Bank Night’ | 
idea in theatre. Courter Co. pleaded | 


ja State statute of 1898 declared 
when its lease expired, has closed a | lotteries illegal and plaintiff’s banko | 
interests | 
| which took the house over at that} Hence, said defendant, ‘we cannot be 
| time. Paramount assumes a_ lease} 
too well to finish it and eight more! that has 914 years to go. held by| lawful act.’ 


idea was a violation of that law. | 


sued for refusing to perform an un-| 


Plaintiff had charged that on April 
14, 1936, the Ormont used its bank 
night idea once weekly and paid 
$15 for each performance until Janu- 
ary, 1937, when it innovated bank 
night twice weekly. Under a new} 


| arrangement, plaintiff charged, de- 


| 
CHAI | 
HA N TO H. Q. IN MPLS. determined as yet, since it will take! fendant agreed to pay $15 for first 


several weeks to play out the prod-| use and $12.50 for second perform- 


ance. 

On April 12, 1937, plaintiff charged, 
the theatre changed the name of its 
give away from ‘Bank Night’ to 
‘Cash Award Night’ and has paid | 
only $165 to plaintiff since Jan. 6, 
1937. 

No date was set for trial of suit. 





First ‘Pot of Gold Hit 


Oberlin, O., March 5. 

What may be the first theatre hit | 
by ‘Pot of Gold’ was recorded Feb. | 
27 at the Apollo theatre. Resident | 
of Berlin Heights was attending the | 
show when the Tums program called | 
him by phone. Theatre had been | 
running a campaign, but ee | 
to owner Jerry Steele, it was dropped 





one week previous. Steele said only 


announcement made was one from | 
stage. | 


Whether ‘winner’ can still collect 


his double award, $2,000, 





| roll declared. 
|ceeds in 


'and meanwhile everyone connected 
| with the industry will suffer.’ 


has not! 
been ascertained, although general | 


Foreign Losses Figure in H'wood 
Producers’ Insistence the 107, 
Wage Increase Must Be Rescinded 





Banko Parlay 


A new 15c banknite ‘insur- 
ance’ gag ties in the American 
Legion on a _ three-way split 
among the vendor, promoter and 
Legion through sales of ‘blanket 
guarantee’ coupons. Pool par- 
lors, drug stores, cigar stores, 
places where baseball and kin- 
dred pools flourish sell the 15c 
tickets. 

Gag: is that if you win, but 
aren’t present at the banko 
drawing, it pays off the prize in 
full; if you’re in the theatre, and 
you win, the insurance gag gives 
you double the money. 


March of Time’s Canada 
At War’ Reel Banned In 
Ont. by Premier Hepburn 

















Toronto, March 5. 

First ‘March of Time’ ever filmed 
in the Dominion, tagged ‘Canada at 
War,’ has been banned in Ontario 
by Premier Hepburn on the conten- 
tion that ‘It is nothing but blatant 
political propaganda for Prime Min- 
ister Mackenzie King’s Government.’ 
Hepburn took action as chairman of 
the Ontario censor board. 


He claimed the release was ‘far- 
fetched and misleading,’ and ‘de- 
liberate propaganda for the forth- 
coming federal election.’ Hepburn 
heads the Liberal Party in Ontario, 
the same party which is seeking re- 
election on the basis of its current 
‘win-the-war’ activities. Only other 
countries which ban ‘March of Time’ 
releases are Russia, Germany and 
Italy. 

Proud to let the outside world 
know what the Dominion is doing to 
win the war, trans-Canada citizenry 
are up in arms over Hepburn’s latest 
move in his grude fight with the 
Prime Minister and _ accusations 
of ‘Huey Long tactics’ are flying. 
Despite the latest super-censorship, 
all Canada but Ontario will see the 
film. 


PA. CENSOR CHAIRMAN 
NOW VERY PRO-H' WOOD 


Philadelphia, March 5. 
Mrs. Edna Carroll, chairman of the 
Pennsylvania Board of Motion Pic- 








|ture Censors, got on the anti-Neely 
| bill bandwagon this week following} 


her return from a tour of the Coast} 
studios. She blasted the bill as) 
‘Government interference with pri-| 
vate industry’ and said its passage 
would do motion pictures irreparable 
harm. 

‘It (the Neely bill) will have the 
same effect as the late but not 
lamented prohibition law,’ Mrs. Car- 
‘If the Neely Bill suc- | 
getting Congressional ap-| 
proval and gets on the statute books | 
it will take 20 years to wipe it out 


She said that any injustices to in- 
dependent exhibitors could be reme- 
died by strong organized effort on | 
their part and not by Government 
intervention. 

Mrs. Carroll said she would take 
the stump against the Neely bill. 
Since she is vice-chairman of the 


| Republican City Committee and the! 


head of the G.O.P. Women’s clubs 
here, her opposition to the bill is ex- 
pected to carry weight. 

Mrs. Carroll also declared that all 








motion picture censors should make 
a first-hand study of the film indus- 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Meeting of the Producers’ Asso- 
ciation last night (Monday) ran far 
into the dawn as studio execs dis- 
cussed the labor situation and for- 
eign markets. It is understood such 
an alarming view was taken of the 
situation abroad that studio heads 
agreed that all unnecessary expendi- 
tures should be eliminated—includ- 
ing the recent 10% wage hike to 
craft union workers. Other curtail- 
ments will probably also be invoked. 

Date for the producers’ next par- 
ley with the Conference of Studio 
Unions on the increase is to be set 
today. 

Society of Motion Picture Film Ed- 
itors agreed to the producers’ offer 
of a 10% wage raise, retroactive to 
Feb. 20. Increase is estimated at 
$200,000 a year. At the same time, 
the society adopted a resolution re- 
quiring all members earning $75 or 
more per week to contribute to the 
Motion Picture Relief Fund. 

A rider in the producers offer calls 
for a ‘kickback’ of the 10% raise if 
the IATSE and other crafts agree to 
the termination of their 10% boost. 
Negotiations on that phase will be 
resumed late this week. Meanwhile, 
the Conference of Studio Unions is 
awaiting concrete figures to deter- 
mine whether the major studios are 
in a position to continue the higher 
wage scales. 

New editor agreement provides for 
a hoist from $150 to $165 per week 
fo: unlimited hours editors; from 
$100 to $110 for feature editors; from 
$75 to $82.50 for shorts and serials; 
from $70 to $77 for re-recording edi- 
tors; from $1 to $1.10 an hour for 
assistant editors and librarians, and 
from 50c to 80c an hour to 55c to 88c 
for apprentices. 

Get Back Pay 

Members of the Screen Publicists 
Guild are cashing checks amounting 
to more than $30,000 for back pay 
from the studios, as a result of the 
retroactive clause in the basic agree- 
ment with the producers. The pay- 
ments date back to Oct. 9. One flack 
got a check for $1,210, the differ- 
ence between $45 and $100 a week 
for that period. Several others re- 
ceived as much as $600 apiece. 

The Guild is starting a drive this 
week to sign up 15 independent pro- 
ducers to the same contract inked by 
the majors. The only exception is 
made in the case of the National 
Screen Service flacks, who are draft- 
ing their own agreement. 

The question of complete separa- 
tion of Class A and B memberships 
in the Screen Actors Guild will be 
left to a vote of the extras them- 


selves. 


Although autonomy plan giving 
extras own local being drafted for 
membership vote, issue is said to be 
dead as far as majority of atmos- 
phere workers are concerned. Lead- 
ers are said to fear a free-for-all 


| scramble for leadership if extras be- 


come separated from the Screen 
Actors Guild, and are forming a 
solid bloc against disturbing the 
present setup. 

Screen Office Employes Guild is 
holding a meeting at the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce tonight 
(Tues.) to draw up a draft of a work- 
ing agreement with major picture 
companies. The agreement will be 
submitted to the membership at a 
general meeting April 2. 

The Screen Set Designers request- 
ed a meeting with Y. Frank Free- 
man, president of the Producers As- 
sociation, to discuss a wage tilt of 
4.7%. It would mean the same pay 
for 42 hours, as the designers are 
now getting for 44 hours. Hourly 
Poy would be boosted from $1.70 to 

1.78. 





lems that confront producers in the 
making of a motion picture!’ she said. 
‘Instead of resenting my presence, 


try, similar to that she undertook at | the studio officials and actors wel- 


the behest and expense of local dis-|comed me. 
| interested in a censor’s ideas and at- 


tributors. 


‘It would give them (the censors) | 


They seemed intensely 


titude toward the industry in gen- 


opinion is that payoff is necessary.'a better understanding of the prob-/| eral,’ she said. 


ee 


oe Pers ee 


ae r 
BE were. 


Se 








RS ae as ee eee et Pays 
4 


Pie a ee ee es 
AMM AE NITE SI AT yea 3 ; 


* 


sna hc bie en Tay cere nas 


Peete gas no 


RANT 
A 


rt aaa 
Cae Sata 


| 
' 
é 


ey 


























PICTURES 












































Wednesday, March 6, 1949 



































8 VARIETY 
——-— ees q 
e e lot photographie developers and fix- e bd = 
4 t Davidson Irustee on 
C iS Way cars Farciot Edouart, Joseph Ek. Rob- uc 44 
bins, William Rudolph, aad Para- . 
e 7 * “ mount for their design and construc- © e 
‘S tion of a quiet portable treadmill. tures: | 
F or Wind, One f or Himself * Leigh, Harold Nye, Warners, f a minia- b J | or SSets 
tuce incandescent spot lamp. 
A. J. Tondreau, Warner Bros., for + 
design and manufacture of an im- 
Donat Best P layer S, Fleming Scores 2" sound track printer. MORE RKO FEES CLAIMED Referee John E. Joyce, in the NY 
Important contributions in the co- federal court yesterday (Tues.), gp’ 
+ operative development of new im- | Stirn Wante $50,000—5 of His Law- | pointed James A. Davidson, presen “A 
proved process projection equip- yers a Mere $47,787 receiver of Educational Picty; 
Hollywood, March 5. Apt Handle ment: ‘ trustee of the bankrupt. The Py 
David O. Selznick helped himself | F. R. Abbott, Haller Belt, Alan| Ernest W. Stirn of Milwaukee, | pointment came after a protracted 
ically everything in sight at : ; : : Cook, and Bausch & Lomb Optical | holder of 1,234 shares of old class ‘A’ hearing when votes for Davi 
to practically g Since David O. Selznick won avidson 
the 12th annual dinner of the Acad-| 49 of the 17 major Academy Co., for faster projection lenses, stock of RKO, Friday (1) filed an and Harry Abrams deadlocked the Ba 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and} awards, trade wags aver the Mitchell Camera Co. for a new | application for an allowance in con- issue, eo ft 
Sciences. His ‘Gone With the Wind’ iddle initial stands for Oscar type process projection head. nection with the RKO reorganiza-| The first meeting of i W 
middle ini Ss ’ : eg : g Creditors of 
took 10 out of 17 awards, and Selz-| not Oliver. Mole-Richardson Co. for new type | t‘on in the N. Y. federal court. Stirn | Educational Pictures, Inc. held 3 
nick, himself, won the Irving G. automatically controlled projection | asks $50,000, of which $10,000 repre-|N. Y. federal court Thurs ion x. th 
Thalberg memorial trophy. It was ‘ arc lamp. sents disbursements. before referee John E. Joyce, w ) ohn 
the most sweeping victory ever reg- | Composers, Authors and Publishers,| Charles Handley, David Joy and|~ Stirn’s petition was supplemented | short one. A dispute over cl asa ws 
istered at the Oscar ceremonies. dealt the musical cards. Bob Hope National Carbon Co., for improved b, those of five of his counsel, who | was the main feature of the “— rose pe 
Selznick’s British importation, — an Benson ee swath | and more stable high-intensity car-| together seek $47,787. John S./and the referee postponed snateall , 
Vivien Leigh, captured the best- : — on _ pe - a. y | bons. , Stover, who had represented Stirn | until yesterday (Tues.) to ponder the - 
actress prize for her work as Scar- 0 Mickey ney a6 We st ac-| Winton Hoch and the Technicolor | throughout most of the N. Y. pro- | matter. great 
lett O'Hara in ‘Gone. Best actor “— . the fo: li dl | Motion Picture Corp., for an auxil- cedure, was not included in the list At the beginning of the ; ~ 
award went to Robert Donat, British ervyn y, whom Hope intro-  jary optical system. ' and will probably file at a later date. | Jocanh Dannenber t meeting, } 
mag duced ‘by courtesy of Kenny Baker,’} Don Musgrave and Selznick-Inter- | The counsel are H. William Ihrig erg, attorney for , 
star of ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips,’ who was| (ecented the director award. It! national, for pioneering in th ho wants $4,122; Arthur N. Gleason, | C7224 National Pictures, Inc, filed a | the, 
in England and accepted the Oscar | 14. aocepted by David O. Selznick , for pioneering in the use | who wants $4,122; Arthur N. Gleason, | claim on behalf of that company f bette 
by proxy. S accep y » »| of the coordinated equipment in the | $7,418; Saltiel & Saltiel, $21,025; $964,000. This claim is bas pany for Bs 
For the first time in history, a proxying for Victor Fleming, who! production, ‘Gone with the Wind.’ | Harry J. Allen, $4,503, and Lines, | certion that th ased on the 
= : ’; | was kept home by flu. Sinclair; In presenting the awards Zanuck | Spooner & Quarles, $10,717 rte the agreement made | #8 ¢ 
Negro player won a major award, Panis “ . Po. » FEU, cee. between Educational and : 0 
, : Lewis did the honors for Sidney! stressed the importance of the con-| Another application for an allow- and GN in 1938 
Hattie McDanie] being declared the | Foy arq in bestowing the screenpl ibuti - when GN was formed, whereby GN od 
best supporting actress through her cutie § play | tributions to the progress of the in-| ance in RKO was filed Monday (4)| turned over 1,100,000 share “yg myst 
k in ‘Gone’ Thomas Mitchell’s memento, saying: ee dustry. He said that the technicians | by J. & W. Seligman & Co., depos-| .; ug og S Of stock | ‘Blac 
Ss ; ‘I know how amply justified the | a-e the ‘real icians’ of the busi- | itory for RKO deb from Jan,|2*.2 Par of $1 in return for an equal | vers 
artistry in ‘Stagecoach’ won him the| ....4 is as 1 know of no other! n ge tng cry of the busi- | itory for entures from Jan. | amount of Educational assets, is void, | ally 
nod as the best supporting actor. | \riter who was so great a technician a. i ae far a oa ys ~~ - 1, 1935 to Se. 31, 1939. Fi geo com-| The actual Educational assets as re. | tage. 
After that, the voting swung back | in his field while at the same time’ technical branches.’ 7 - lla ae hy gtngine 4 ye a flected by its books were $48,000, de. Ra 
to the Selznick organization. Vic-| gifted with a living quality in his ? ion headied clared Dannenberg. As GN also owed gone 
tor Fleming, who piloted ‘Gone,’ was | writings.’ — ; Educational $90,000 this amount plus ae 
Oscared as the best director. Sid-| y, Frank Freeman, president of Bo Scor b Studios : the $46,000 substracted from the 
ney Howard, who died before he | the Producers Association, explained x e y ) $1,000,000 makes up his claim. Then | 
- oe his ee ee that his southern accent was the only SKIRBALL \) INDIE FOR py rome A voted — claim in favor 
e best scripter. Lyle Wheeler was | reason he was called upon to hand . natio Sidney Abrams, attorney for Jere. A 
declared the best art director and | out the best production Oscar. In his genk yw arvieg Thal- GN TURNED OVER T0 U miah D, McGuire, as trustee of Edu. id 
the color cinematography awards| acceptance speech, Selznick gave| berg Memorial Award (Special ae ttra 
went to Ernest Haller and Ray Ren-| credit to those who had struggled} Award). ” It was at this point that the dis. viet 
nahan. Film editing statuettes went | with him on the long job, and es- ‘Gone With the Wind,’ best ‘Everything Happens to Ann,’ made | pute arose, as the firm of Cravath, ae 
to Hal C. Kern and James New-| pecially mentioned the work of| production. q for Grand National by Jack Skirball | Da Gersdorff, Swaine & Wood, rep. flick 
com, and William Cameron Menzies | Olivia de Haviland as Melanie. Vivien Leigh, actress. last spring, has been acquired by) resenting Electrical Research Prod. after 
was endowed with a special plaque} There was silence when Fay Bain- Hattie McDaniel supporting Universal for release. Title has been | ucts, Inc., Lloyd Wright, former GN Ch 
emblematic of his ‘outstanding |ter, winner of last year’s best sup-| actress. . changed to ‘Half a Sinner’ and na-/| trustee, and Snider, Duke & Landis ‘Gra| 
achievement in the use of color for porting actress prize, introduced her Victor Fleming, direction. tional distribution date set for|former attorneys for Educational, Stro. 
the enhancement of dramatic mood,’ | successor. ‘This,’ she said, ‘is more Sidney Howard, screen play. April 5. and holding $450,000 in claims, voted wick 
in the production of the same pic-|than an occasion,’ and paid tribute Lyle Wheeler, art direction. Skirball never turned the film over | that James A. Davidson, present re- - 
ture. : to a country where ‘people are free Ernest Haller and Ray Renna-_ |‘ GN and when the company went) ceiver, be appointed trustee. The - Lu 
Foster’s ‘Smith’ Scores to honor noteworthy achievements,| han, color photography. bankrupt he sought a new release,/right of Dannenberg to vote his | orch 
From there, Oscar detoured to | regardless of creed, race or color. Hal C. Kern and James E. | tieing up with Universal. Picture,/claim was contested on the grounds Ga 
Columbia and landed in the lap of| Miss McDaniel, evidently over-| Newcom, film editing. directed by Al Christie, stars John | that it was based on a misrepresenta- —Ci 
Lewis R. Foster, who authored the; come by the applause, forgot her Metre King and Heather Angel. tion under a contract, and that the d 
best original story, ‘Mr. Smith Goes | prepared speech and spoke from the Deheet Benak eater amount of the claim is unliquidated Hc 
to Washington. Special effects; heart, thanking everybody  con- Herbert Stothart eetishian ° and not filed, ol 
prizes went to Fred Sersen and E. H. | cerned and promising to be a credit music score , — Pickford Quits Goldwyn Whereupon the puzzled referee d “ee 
Hansen for their work on ‘The Rains | to her race and to the motion picture , cided to t : . » 01 
Came’ at 20th-Fox industr E. Y. Harburg and Harold Studio Aft 18 Y postpone matters to yester. 1.5 
bdewg y- Arlen, best song. er @a¥$| day (Tues.) to decide which side was asi 
Black-and-white photography hon- Tracy Hands Out Oscars Walter Wanger right. anot 
ors moved over to the Samuel Gold- Spencer Tracy, last year’s cham- : GN Comes Up March 27 
wyn lot where Gregg Toland won| pion, came out of a hospital where Thomas Mitchell, supporting . Hollywood, March 5. i geri: oa 
co : : : actor. Mary Pickford moved out of the A hearing in N. Y. federal court 
the decision for his solemn lensing | he had been confined with throat ‘ ; Mond ( ow 
of ‘Wuthering Heights. Most phon- | trouble, to deliver the awards to the John Leipold and'Leo Shuken, | Samuel Goldwyn studio .nd estab- |“ OWay 4) for the proposed sale or 
etic of the sound recorders was Ber- | stars He paid a fine tribute to Do- best scoring. lished an office in Beverly Hills, as a|f Grand National assets was put ,] 
it tia tate ak tat ok oe eek Gen eel i Columbia result of the break between Gold- | ver to March 27 by referee Peter er 
nard B. Brown for his handling of | nat as he h the trophy to Vic : - h ; B. Olney, J ; 
sound on ‘When Tomorrow Comes’|tor Saville, Metro producer, who Lewis R. Foster, original story we and the other owners of United of th Nh Pedicen. agg Ba — Ps 
at Universal. proxied for the British actor. 20th-Fox Sy k P as ae page Several bids ‘B 
Berbert Stothart was acclainied| Calling Vivien Leigh to the stend,| Fred Sersen and EH. Hansen, | ,, Miw* Pickford moved into the stu- | none a eee ee ete oe on 
a Wizard of Oscar for his original; Tracy did a gallant job of eloquence,| special effects, dio 18 years ago and is the last of the | attending the hearing desired a writ- iat 
musical score on ‘The Wizard of Oz’ | and Miss Leigh came right back with Samuel Geldwyn original UA groups to pull stakes. rt Riel as to the assets, which Rk 
at Metro. Honors for the best scor-|a thanksgiving to Selznick and the Gregg Toland, black and white be . © provided at the next meeting, 11,3 
ing were divided among Richard | others concerned in the making of| photography. Sh ha ’ Fl : Se | Highest bid was that of Bert L. Re 
Hageman, W. Franke Harling, John | ‘Gone.’ Uni , ee n S$ orian que Mayers, of Fitelson & Mayers, with 13) 
Leipold and Leo Shuken as result ‘of | Wanger, as president of the Acad- Dorner Bs ti $16,000 offered for the rights held $5.00 
their harmonic work in Walter Wan- |emy, took occasion to defy sundry cording + SEOwN, sound re- Hollywood, March 5. by the trustee. Mayers represents ore 
ger’s picture, ‘Stagecoach.’ | persons who ‘destroy reputations and ee Winfield Sheehan plans another | Pino Rossini, Far East distributor of 
‘Over the Rainbow,’ warbled in, property and bring disrepute on the ‘Ss ewe 3 oe picture for his Lippizan horse, Flor American pictures. A deposit of sen 
‘The Wizard of Oz,’ drew awards for | film industry.’ He did not ti ons of Liberty,’ two-reeler. i ich i ing j sb dace $3,000 , i St 
W awards | y e did not mention ian, which is making its screen debut ’ was made to show good faith. st 
the co-authors, E. Y. Harburg and Martin Dies by name, adding: ; ; Paramount in the Metro film of that name. Mayers may raise his bid at the next pig 
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Screen juvenile. 
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see that our public relations are 
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Hollywood, March 5. 
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and furnishings of the Grand Na- 


97,000, 317, in $50 Class; Deep Cuts 
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In Chi to $40,000; Whodunit Duo 
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Chicago, March 5. 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 


ban & Katz got quite a scare 
the opening matinee of ‘Grapes 
Wrath’ at the Chicago. Prepared 
a sensational getaway to presage 
three or four-week stay of the 
ohn Steinbeck picturization, the 
ws dropped when business failed 
meet expectations on opening 
oon. But came the evening, 
the customers started breaking 
down the doors. Some of the year’s 
test notices and excellent word- 
.mouth are giving the flicker great 
tus and gross is building stead~ 
, with evidence that the longer 
by. picture plays around town the 
better, relatively, it will do. 
Bang-up exploitation, with person- 
als of Bela Lugosi and Vincent Price 
opening day, is accounting for a 
week in the Palace for combo 
ry show of ‘Seven Gables’ and 
‘Black Friday.’ John Joseph, Uni- 
yersal p.a. chief, was in town person- 
ally to handle the opening day bar- 
rage. 
Ra on the knuckles by all 
ee, ‘He Married His Wite’ is 
nting for a sad session in the 
elt, while the Garrick is un- 
der hopes with ‘Castle on Hudson.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (B&K) 1,200; 35-55-65-75) — 
Licht Failed’ (Par) (4th-final wk.). 

onald Colman unquestionably an 
attraction, because he is keeping this 
picture going for four excellent 
weeks despite mild comment on 
flicker itself. Fine $4,500 currently 
after bangup $5,800 last week. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 

‘Grapes’ (20th) and stage show. 
Strong evening trade is whirling the 
wickets to good profits at $40,000, 
with indications of a climbing pace 
m comment. Last week, ‘Shop 
Biund (Par) and Benny Goodman 
orch on stage, so-so $31,300. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Castle Hudson’ (WB). Less than 
d been predicted for this one at 
500. Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ 
ol), neat $5,600 in second loop 
session. 


Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 75-$1.10- 
50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk.). 
usiness indicates pertate will go 
another six weeks, in spite of con- 
siderable drop-off noted during the 
tinees. Evenings and weekends, 
owever, continue at capacity. Looks 
or $40,000 currently after taking 
100 last week, about $10,000 un- 
er capacity. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Black Friday’ (U) and ‘Seven 
ables’ (U). ombination mystery 
ow sold hard and looks for fine 
14,000. Last week, ‘Swiss Family’ 
RKO) and ‘Honeymoon’ (U), oke 
11,200. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
13)—Married Wife’ (20th). Brutal 
000. Last week, ‘Geronimo’ (Par), 
orced beyond one-week stay, wound 
wp in the red for final seven days 
at sad $4,900. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
fight of Nights’ (Par) and Jimmy 
Tsey orch. House comes through 
th another neat take at $18,000. 
st week, ‘Mr. Williams’ (Col) with 
t Kassel orch, Mills Bros. and 
is Alberni on stage, fine $18,200. 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
85-55-65-75)—‘Northwest’ (M-G) (2d 
ye). Whirled to powerful $20,300 
t week and continues strong on 


| beldover. Will manage $14,000 cur- 
tently. 


LAMARR-TRACY HOT 
$6,000 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, March 5. 


Marquee names plus smart selling 
are turning the trick at the Warner 
week for ‘I Take This Woman.’ 
Despite adverse reviews, Tracy-La- 
Marr opus is drawing well in the 
ge surroundings of a theatre in 
Competition with Loew's. 
* Meanwhile Metro’s ‘Man From Da- 
Ota flopped so badly at Loew's as 
Wit first porture to follow ‘Gone 
th the Wind’ that it was jerked 
ch four days. Frank Morgan’s 
} ome Comes Home’ slides in today 
ke esday) as three-day substitute for 
lance of week. 
‘ ‘Vigil in the Night, at Malco Pal- 
ra is building to a fair gross. With 
he €um temporarily out of picture 
nM. A. Lightman takes over, other 
ouses should be feeling a lift at 
Pr et windows, but so far no help. 
. jobably the letdown from ‘Gone,’ 








oks in five weeks, is 


Estimates for This Week 
_Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 10-25-40) 
an Dakota’ (M-G). Beery no 


yanked after four days at $2,500. 
Last week (75c-$1.10), ‘Gone’ (M-G) 
fifth and final, $10,000, still big. 
Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-25-40) 
—Take Woman’ (M-G). Lamarr- 
Tracy pairing is booting this one 
over critical raps to maybe $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Castle Hudson’ (WB), 
$5,000, good. 

Malco (Lightman) (10-25-40)— 
‘Vigil Night’ (RKO). Matinee biz 
weak at outset, but upping on bull- 
ish notices toward $5,000. Last week, 
‘Little Chickadee’ (U), $5,200, above 


par. 
Strand (Lightman) (10-20-30)— 
‘Gentleman Arizona’ (Mono), two 


days, second-run ‘Destry’ (U) plus 
‘Crisis’ (Kline), three days, and 
‘Miracle Main Street’ (Col), two 
days. Average $1,700. Last week, 
‘Knights of Range’ (Par), repeat 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO), and ‘Lone Wolf 
Strikes’ (Col), split, $1,600, okay. 


TRACY, $22,000, 
IS PITTS 
LEADER 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 


(Best Exploitation: Alvin) . 
B.o.s pushing forward again this 
week, with a couple of newcomers 
to challenge long-running and still 
potent ‘Gone With the Wind’ at War- 
ner. ‘Northwest Passage’ is pushing 
through to season’s leadership at 
Penn, while ‘Grapes of Wrath’, with 
crix going ga-ga over Steinbeck 
tome, is clinking merrily at the 
Alvin and looks set for a run there. 
Name stage show, including Clyde 
McCoy, Edmund Lowe and Morton 
Downey putting ‘Vigil in Night’ in 
the moderately okay bracket at the 
Stanley, and ‘Chickadee’, in second 
week at Fulton, is doing about the 
usual h.o. biz here, withal a little 
=e for the Fields-West 
combo. 

Alvin whipped up effective cam- 
paign for ‘Grapes’, tying in with book 
stores and radio stations; planting 
still portraits in department store 
windows downtown; blowing up rave 
quotes and dramatizing in part the 
Steinbeck book via airwaves. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50) — 
‘Grapes’ (20th). Heading house for 
its best biz since ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
and should make a run of it. Should 
add up to $15,500 at least, great for 
this spot. “ast week, ‘Girl Friday’ 
(Col), h.o., satisfactory $7,000. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—‘Little Chickadee’ (U) (2d wk.). 
Will get satisfactorv $4,500, not bad, 
but more was expected of Fields- 
West combo. Last week phenomenal 
$9,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Northwest Passage’. (M-G). 
A b.o. natural and, with Spencer 
Tracy to cement the bargain, should 
have no trouble barging through 
with $22,000 at least on eight days, 
getting the extra one in order to re- 
turn house to regular Friday open- 
ing for ‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G). ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’ set back. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Night’ (Par), indifferent 
$9,000 in six days. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 25-40) ‘Bad Angel’ 
(M-G) and ‘Marines Fly’ (RKO). 
House merely marking time between 
hold-overs from Penn. Not more 
than $1,800 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) and Louis-Go- 
doy reel, okay $3,700. ‘69th’ had pre- 
viously played Penn. 

Senater (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—Girl Friday’ (Col). Moved here 
after fortnight at Alvin and doing 
all right at this spot for run film. 
Shooting for $2,700, in which case 
fllicker will stick until ‘Grapes 
moves over from Alvin. Last week, 
‘Mice and Men’ (UA), in third down- 
town week, all right at $2,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) — 
‘Vigil Night?’ (RKO) and Clyde Mc- 
Coy orch-Morton Downey-Edmund 
Lowe. Little brighter than past few 
weeks have been here and looks like 
around $17,500. That’s not too good, 
but not red. Last week, Jimmie 
Fidler unit and ‘Earl Chicago 
(M-G), faltered badly down the 
stretch and wound up just short of 
$16,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 75-$1.10-$1.65) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk.). Still no 
letup in sight, with everybody freely 
predicting it'll still be around the 
middle of April. Got some new im- 
petus following the academy award 
and shooting for $27,500 for current 
session. Last week just a bit better 











draw. in this town and this one 








than $27,000. 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of March 7 
Astor — ‘Gone with the 
(M-G) (13th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Northwest Passage’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 14) 


Wind’ 


+ unease (RKO) (Sth 
wk). 

Criterion—Wolf of New York’ 
(Rep) (6). 


(Reviewed in Vanrtety, Jan. 24) 
Glebe—‘Castle on the Hudson’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 
Music Hall—‘Too Many Husbands’ 
(Col). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Palace — ‘Young as You Feel’ 
(20th). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
eS (Par) (2d 
wk). 
Rialte—‘Marines Fly High’ (RKO) 


(4), 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Rivoli—Grapes of Wrath’ (20th) 
(7th wk). 
Roxy—'Vigil in the Night’ (RKO) 


(8). 

(Reviewed in Vanietry, Feb. 7) 

Strand — ‘Three Cheers for the 
Irish’ (WB) (8). 

Week of March 14 

Astor — ‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (i4th wh). 

Capitol —‘Northwest Passage’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

+ ata ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (6th 
wk). 

Globe—‘Secret Four’ (Mono) (16). 

Music Hali—‘Too Many Husbands’ 
(Col) (24 wk). 

Paramount‘ — Road to Singapore’ 
(Par) (13). 

(Reviewed in Vantety, Feb. 28) 
Rialteo—‘Double Alibi’ (U) (11). 
Rivoli—‘Grapes of Wrath’ (20th) 

(Sth wk). 
-— Little Chickadee’ (U) 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 14) 
Strand — ‘Three Cheers for the 

Irish’ (2d wk). 


Whiteman Ups 
‘Lone Wolf To 
$15,000 In Cincy 


Cincinnati, March 5. 
(Best Exploitation: Albee) 


‘Strange Cargo’ is fronting the b.o. 
regatta currently with a breezy Pal- 
ace mark. Only other fresh-release 
winner at a major house is ‘Green 
Hell’ at the Lyric. 


General trade is showing a slight 
advance for the second straight 
week, despite interference in open- 
ing half from balmy temp. and 
showers. Combo Shubert is on the 
sunny side with ‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ 
and Paul Whiteman’s orch. Jazz 
king, of course, is the magnet and 
take is theatre’s best in weeks. 


Draw of ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
at the biggie Albee is far below ex- 
pectations. RKO press staff turned 
handsprings on puffs and crix came 
through with splendid notices plus 
type and art smears. Major ex- 
ploitation stunt was Mayor’s declara- 
tion of ‘Lincoln Week’ that drew 
first-page attention. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Abe 
Lincoln’ (RKO). Disappointing $10,- 
000 in view of terrific blurb cam-| 
paign, which included school talks, | 
enacrsements by literary groups and 
a ‘Lincoln Week’ proclamation by 
Cincy’s Mayor James Stewart that) 
was accorded front-page spots in 
local dailies, also sensational reviews. | 
Last week ‘Little New York’ (20th), | 
slow $9,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 42-60)— | 
‘Grapes’ (20th) (2d wk). Okay $8,000 | 
following good $14,000 for first seven | 
days. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25 )—‘Man | 
Wouldn't Talk’ (20th) and ‘Hidden | 
Enemy’ (Mono), split with ‘City | 
Chance’ (20th) and ‘East Side Kids’ | 
(Mono). Alright $2,300. Same last | 
week on ‘Convicted Woman’ (Col) | 
and ‘Heroes Blue’ (Mono), divided | 
with ‘Wolf New York’ (Rep) and} 
‘Secret 4’ (Mono). ‘ 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42 )— | 
‘Married Wife’ (20th). Very poor | 
$3,000. Last week ‘Slightly Honor- | 
able’ (UA), dull $3,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: — 35-42)—| 
‘Green Hell’ (U). Nice $4.500. Last 











| $65,000 


T7’-Glenn Miller Orc Plus Stand-Ins 


Sock $56,000; Ehrlich’-Tommy Tucker 
396 2d; ‘Girl'-Himber 286; B'way OK 





(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 


What loomed as a catastrophe for 
the Paramount has turned out to be 
a windfall. On the eve of his open- 
ing at the house last Wednesday (28), 
Glenn Miller was rushed to the hos- 
pital with grippe, complicated by a 
sinus infection. Behind the eight- 
ball all of a sudden, Bob Weitman, 
managing director of the house, got 
busy with some of his friends. 


He called Tommy Dorsey at his 
home and prevailed upon him, as a 
personal favor, to pinch-hit for Mil- 
ler. Dorsey aceepted quickly, but, 
unable to play all shows, Weitman 
also turned on the persuasion with 
Dick Stabile, Gene Krupa and Charlie 
Barnet. They all responded to his 
S.O.S., and the first four days these 
well-known b.o. bandsmen took care 
of the emergency, business booming 
meantime. With Miller due back at 
the house Sunday (3), Weitman got 
his pinch-hitters to appear for the 
first show that day in the guise of 
welcoming Miller back. 


This was used in ads, by permis- 
sion, and Sunday morning*at 9 
o’clock heavy lines had formed. 
House, ordinarily throwing open its 
doors at noon, unlocked them at 9:30 
and by 6 p.m. a total of $9,000 had 
been taken in, a new record for any 
Sunday. The Saturday mat, up to 6 
p.m., also created a new Saturday 
high of $6,600. Through Weitman’s 
fast-thinking and the high esteem in 
which he is held by band leaders, 
plus Jack MclInerney’s publicity- 
exploitation-ad efforts, the emer- 
gency boomeranged to the extent of 
a first week’s take of $56,000, ending 
last night (Tues.). Picture is ‘Seven- 
teen,’ also a kid-getter. 


Among other things, since the 
pinch-hitting stunt included Tommy 
Dorsey, it serves as a trailer for him. 
He is next on the schedule for the 
house. Doing the _pinch-hitting 
gratis, Weitman plans a personal gift 
to each leader in appreciation. 


Although rain Sunday and Monday 
(3-4) didn’t seem to hurt the Par or 
‘Gone with Wind,’ it had its effect 
elsewhere. Saturday (2), however, 
was unusually good. 


Only new shows outside of ‘Seven- 
teen’ and Miller at the Par are ‘Blue- 
bird’ at the Roxy, ‘Castle on Hudson’ 
at the Globe, and ‘Marines Fly High’ 
Rialto picture. At the Roxy follow- 
ing a recent brief roadshow run at 
the Hollywood, ‘Bluebird’ will be no 
more than about $23,500, disappoint- 
ing. ‘Castle’ is doing excellently, 
$12,000, and holds, while ‘Marines’ 
opened good Monday (4), suggesting 
around $7,500. 


With Saturday’s (2) business 
claimed the second biggest for any 
day since it opened, ‘Pinocchio’ will 
get around $32,000 on its current 
(4th week), near to what it got its 
second week. Admission prices have 
been reduced weekdays from a top of 
99c to 77c, kids 25c at all times. Nut, 
including advertising and shorts on 
show, is now running under $5,000, 
excepting 30% of net, which goes to 
the Center, thus providing a good 
profit to Disney-RKO. 


‘Dr. Ehrlich,’ with Tommy Tuck- 
er’s band, is holding up okay at the 
Strand, appearing a possible $35,000 
this week (2d). Music Hall’s ‘Abe 
Lincoln’ is quite weak on its hold- 
over, around $58,000, following first 
seven days $79,000, but profit. Now 
in its seventh week, beginning today 
(Wed.), ‘Grapes’ got $26,000 on the 
sixth stanza. 

‘Gone’ exits from the Cap tonight 
(Wed.), its final (12th) week being 
around $62,500 for a total on the run 
of $780,000. Only one week dipped 
under $60,000, that being in February 
in the face of a blizzard. Back to its 
old prices, the Cap opens ‘Northwest 
Passage’ tomorrow (Thurs.). 

In ‘His Girl Friday,’ second run, 
and Dick Himber, Loew’s State has a 
strong boxoffice show, $28,000 or 
thereabouts being sighted. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Gone’ (M-G) (13th week). The 
12th week ending last night (Tues.), 
$21,000. Stays here indefinitely, 
though exiting from the Capitol to- 
night (Wed.). 

Capitol (4,250: 75-$1.10-$1.65) — 
‘Gone’ (M-G). Concludes 12-week 
run tonight (Wed.), final stanza 
around $62,500. Total on engage- 
ment $780,000 or an average of 
weekly, immense profit to 
both theatre and distributor, The 


week ‘Broadwa Melody’ (M-G) (2d a week was $63,000. In two weeks 


run), okay $4,000. 
Palace (RKO) 
‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G). 
Last week ittle Chickadee’ 
built up to $10,000, fairly good. 
Shubert (RKO) 


(2,600: 


Whiteman’s orch. 
best in some time. 





Fine $15,000. | at 
(U), | ready, 
(2,150; 42-60)— | 
‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col) and Paul) 
Dandy $15,000, 
Last week ‘Mar-j (4th week). 


ind’ goes into the Paradise 


35-42)—| (Bronx) and Valencia, Jamaica, L. E, 


same prices as played here. 
‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G), long 
opens tomorrow at old Cap 
scale. 

Center (3,381; 25-40-55-77-99-$1.10- 
$1.65) -- ‘Pinnochio’ (RKO-Disney) 
A strong Saturday (2) 


ried Love’ (RKQ) and Eddy Duchin’s take aiding for $32,000 or bit better 


band, pleasing $12,500. 


this week (4th), good. Last week, 


with Washington’s birthday hypo, 
gross reported at $44,000, fine. Ad- 
mission prices reduced for weekdays 
from 99c. to 77c. top. They remain 
the same for Saturdays and Sundays. 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55) — ‘Wolf 
of New York’ (Rep) opens here to- 
day (Wed.) following two weeks of 
‘Man From Dakota’ (M-G) which 
did exceedinglv well, $14,000 first 
week and $8,500 second, ending last 
night (Tues.). 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) —~ ‘Castle 
on Hudson’ (WB). Prison meller 
packing ’em in for $12,000 or bit over 
and will hold. Last week, ‘Convicted 
Woman’ (Col), not so good, $5,200. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Swiss 
Robinson’ (RKO) and ‘Brother Rat’ 
(WB), both 2d run, dualed. A double 
that is fair, but probably not over 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Old New York’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Chan in Pana- 
ma’ (20th) (1st run), $8,100. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Seventeen’ (Par) and Glenn Mil- 
ler band, Andrews Sisters, others, 
plus pinch-hitters Tommy Dorsey, 
Dick Stabile, Gene Krupa and Char- 
lie Barnet first four days of engage- 
ment. Mighty $56,000 rolled up ini- 
tial seven days through last night 
(Tues.). Second week begins today 
(Wed.). Last week, second for ‘Side- 
walks’ (Par) and Dorothy Lamour, 
plus Stabile, $36,000, thoroughly 
satisfactory. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 )—‘Lincoln’ (RKO) and 
stage show (2d-final) week. ‘Linc’ 
is simply not b.o. but at $79,000 the 
first week and $58,000 the second, 
profit is shown on the engagement. 
‘Too Many Husbands’ (Col) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘Marines Fly 
High’ (RKO). Opened good Monday 
(4) and should hit $7,500 or over. 
Last week, reissue of ‘Hell’s Angels’ 
(Astor), $5,500, fair enough. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Grapes’ (20th) (7fh week). The 
sixth stanza, ending last night 
(Tues.), was $26,000, very satisfying. 
Picture gets a powerful play every 
weekend. The fifth week was $36,- 
000. Remains until March 22, when 
‘It’s a Date’ (U) opens. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Blue- 
bird’ (20th) and stage show. Here at 
pop prices following twice-daily en- 
gagement and not doing well, around 
$23,500. Rainy weather and stiff 
competition, including kid draught at 
Par, Strand and Center among draw- 
backs. Last week, second for ‘Mice’ 
(UA), $33,500, far from sensational in 
view of over $52,000 the first seven 
days. Sharp dip unexplained. ‘Vigil 
in Night’ (RKO) gets hereFriday (8). 
State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Girl Fri- 
day’ (Col) (2d run) and Richard 
Himber. Combination of picture and 
Himber’s orchestra means b.o., indi- 
cations pointing to around $28,000, 
very good. Last week, ‘Light That 
Failed’ (Par) (2d run) and Ted 
Lewis, also coinful, $27,000. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Ehrlich’ (WB) and Tommy Tucker 
(2d week). Stout pull of picture may 
mean $35,000 this week (2d), very 
nice, following strong $45,000 the first 
seven days. Begins third and prob- 
ably final week Friday (8). 


LAUGHTON-‘GERONIMO’ 
OK $18,000 IN B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, March 5. 

Principal attraction in downtown 
sector this stanza continues to be 
‘Fighting 69th’ in third week at 
Fabian Paramount. Loew’s Metro- 
politan, after four weeks of ‘Gone 
With Wind,’ is currently displaying 
‘Raffles’ and ‘Lion Has Wings.’ Fa- 
bian Fox is strong with ‘Sidewalks 
of London’ and ‘Geronimo.’ 

Strand is jumping upward due to 
‘Farmer’s Daughter’ and ‘Chasing 
Trouble.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Green 
Hell’ (U) and ‘High School’ (20th) 
plus new March of Time. Expects 
only mild $13,500. Last week ‘Swiss 
Family’ (RKO) and ‘Married Love’ 
(RKO), good $16,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Sidewalks 
London’ (Par) and ‘Geronimo’ (Par). 
Very good $18,000. Last week ‘Rat 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘British Intelli- 
gence’ (WB), nifty $18,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘Raffles’ 
(UA) and ‘Lion Wings’ (UA). Good 
combo will get nice $18,000. Last 
week (75-1.10-1.65) ‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(4th wk), magnificent $35,000. 

Parameunt (4,126; 25-35-50) — 
‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Burn’ (Rep) (3d wk). Strong $18,- 
600 for this stanza. Last week, fine 


$22,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Farmer’s 
Daughter’ (Par) and ‘Chasing 
Thouble’ (Mono). Spurted to bright 
$6,000. Last week ‘Man Montreal’ 














(U) and ‘Danger Flight’ (Mono), 
okay $5,500. 
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Northwest Indies Have Beaucoup 
Beefs for Airing This Wk.; Bowling 
Alley and Juke-Box B.0. Memaces * 1 nex nuns n 


Live Pinocchios On 
Center Theatre Sign 


Live ‘Pinocchio’ figures sporting 
atop the marquee sign of the Cen- 
ter theatre, N.Y., last week attracted 
a load of attention to both the house 
and the Disney cartoon feature oc- 


‘Pinocchio’ part, togged in cos- 


tumes similar to that worn by 








Minneapolis, March 5. 

Charges that some of the major 
distributors have refused to permit 
the 10-20% cancellations called for 
in contracts and have ‘intimidated’ 
exhibitors out of demanding them 
will be aired at the independent 
theatre owners’ convention called by 
Northwest Allied here tomorrow 
(Wednesday) and Thursday. 

It is claimed that there have been 
numerous distributors’ breaches of 
contract, but that the smaller in- 
dependents, especially in situations 
where opposition exists, are power- 
less to take the necessary steps, 
probably involving litigation and in- 
curring the distributors’ enmity, 
necessary to secure enforcement of 
the agreements. 


Ben Ashe, Northwest Allied sec- 
retary and general manager for the 
Bennie Berger independent circuit, is 
among those who alleges breach of 
contract by distributors in respect to 
cancellation privileges. 


Asserting ‘we’re tired of being 
kicked about,’ the independent ex- 
hibitors will frame a ‘bill of rights,’ 
instead of passing the ‘usual useless 
resolutions.’ The ‘bill of rights’ will 
cite the independents’ grievances and 
demand relief from various alleged 
unfair trade practices. 

Prior to the convention, it was 
freely admitted that some of the in- 
dependents were ‘wavering’ on the 
Neely bill because of the ‘tremen- 
dous pressure’ being brought on them 
by the distributors’ representatives. 
Every effort was to be made by 
Northwest Allied leaders at the con- 
vention to stiffen spines. Exhibitors 


AMPA TO LEARN ABOUT 
PICKING BEST SELLERS 


Col. Theodore Roosevelt, vice- 
president of Doubleday, Doran, will 
lead a delegation of book publishers 
and writers’ representatives, who 
will be guests tomorrow (Thursday) 
of the Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers. Luncheon will be held at 
Dempsey’s. 

Idea of get-together with film ad- 
vertising men comes as result of 





'heavy co-operative promotional work 


which has been going on for some 
months for numerous best-selling 
novels which have been made into 
films recently. Katherine Brown, 
head of story department of Selz- 
sons for purchasing ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ and ‘Rebecca.’ Latter will be 
released soon through United Artists. 

Others to speak are John Selby, 
literary critic of the AP; Gilbert 
Seldes and Annie Laurie Williams, 


literati. 


Autry’s Personal Turns 
Into a Dual Feature 


Dallas, March 5. 











Gene Autry did a one-man double 
feature here last week when his 
| ‘Shooting High’ held world premiere. 
| So great were the crowds that 
| flocked to Rialto (Interstate) hours 
| ahead of time that the overflow was 
| shunted into the adjoining Capitol, 
| same chain. There ‘Night of Nights,’ 


wearing paper mache masks. 





agent for John Steinbeck and other | city should get the nod over West 


were to be asked to pledge them. | Scheduled attraction, was jerked and 


selves to use their influence with 
their representatives in Congress to 
support the bill. © 

The convention was to discuss 
‘ways and means to outlaw percent- 
ages. The continuously increasing 
number of heavy percentage pictures 
was assailed as a menace to inde- 
pendents’ very existence. 

Ways to combat the ‘bowling craze 











bowling alleys are springing up like 
acrobats everywhere throughout the 


territory ‘with women converts by | 
the wholesale,’ it was asserted. The | 


extra print of ‘Shooting’ jammed in. 
Scheduled for p.a. at Rialto, Autry 
shuttled between both houses during 
the night. 

Also playing top spot at horse 
show here for Finnish Relief. 


‘Pinocchio’ Pressbook 
Unusual for Novelties 


Record number of licensee items 
offering tieup possibilities are fea- 
tured in the 76-page pressbook is- 
sued by RKO for ‘Pinocchio.’ There 
are more than 1,500 gadgets licensed 





bowling alleys are cutting into thea-|by Walt Disney to employ the 


tre attendance more and more, ac- 
cording to the independents. 


| Sneerney’ motif in one form or an- 


other. Accessories for the picture 


Discussion of 1940-41 product and | also represent a record in both num- 


selling plans is due. Some of this 
selling already has started, leaders 
said. 


Ohio ITO Fears Jimmy 





Roosevelt’s Nickelodeons 


Columbus, March 5. 


All incumbent officers of the Ohio 


ITO were reelected at the annual 
convention held here last-Wednesday 
(28) and Thursday. Roy Simons was 
named treasurer, succeeding M. B. 
Horwitz, Cleveland, who resigned 
Feb. 6. Directors replacing J. Real 
Neth, Columbus, resigned, and 
Simons were Leo Kessel of T.an- 
caster and Charles Deckman, Cleve- 
land. Martin Smith, Toledo contin- 
ues as president. He has held the 
office since the organization was 
formed seven years ago. P. J. Wood, 
secretary, likewise has been only 
possessor of his office. 

Abram F. Meyers, counsel for Na- 


| ber and variety. In addition to the 
conventional lineup they include two 
styles of each poster and such nov- 
elties as a nine-foot banner, a five- 
foot banner, life-like lobby cards in 
color and a souvenir colorfoto. 

Pressbook contains six different- 
sized sections, introduced by vari- 
colored index fly leaves and with a 
full-color offset cover. There are 
about 150 ideas for ballyhoos, tieups, 
contests and parties covering all 
fields and 113 publicity stories. Fred 
Schaefer and Hal Green prepared 
the manual under the supervision of 
|S. Barret McCormick, pub-ad head 
for RKO. 





in the film and 
They 
worked in shifts of two and three at 


the wooden boy 


a time from 11 am. to 7 p.m. for 
four days. 





2 N.J. Towns, Detroit 
Asking World Preem 
Of ‘Edison the Man’ 


New Brunswick, N. J., March 5. 

This town is beating the drums for 
the world’s premiere of ‘Edison the 
Man,’ and Metro execs will be peti- 
tioned by an imposing array of New 
Jersey dignitaries to bless it with the 
Hollywood fanfare which accom- 





nick-International, will tell her rea- | panied the premiere of “Young Tom 


Edison’ at Port Huron, Mich. 
Governor A. Harry Moore and ex- 
governor Harold G Hoffman head a 
committee which will seek to sway 
film biggies in favor of New Bruns- 
wick. The Sunday Times devoted 
three columns (3) to reasons why 


Orahge, N. J., Schenectady, N. Y., 
and Detroit—three other cities which 
have evinced unusual interest in the 
Spencer Tracy vehicle. 

Will Baltin, film editor of the 
Times, points out ‘Edison the Man’ 
deals with inventor’s creative career 
at nearby Menlo Park and contends 
‘If MGM, always a stickler for detail, 
is consistent, it cannot overlook New 
Brunswick, which Edison visited 
from time to time as a young man, 
and which by virtue of its proximity 
to the locale of the film, immediately 
becomes the logical community for 
such an undertaking.’ 

West Orange, backed by the shouts 
of execs at Edison plant there, also 
has an oar in. Civic leaders point 
out Edison spent his last years in 
Llewellyn Park and want nothing 
less than dual premiere with New 
Brunswick. Schenectady claims right 
to premiere on basis of its designa- 
tion as the ‘electrical city,’ and De- 
troit wants film because of Edison's 
associations with Henry Ford. 





Femme Fashions For 
‘Bagdad’ Exploitation 


Specia] 12-page section was insert- 
ed in Women’s Wear Daily last week 
on a tie-up with United Artists to 
plug ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ Insert was 
made up of stories and advertising 
by the numerous firms which are 
manufacturing various ‘Thief of Bag- 
dad’ materials, dresses, slack suits 
and other clothing. Fashion show of 
these licensed products has also been 
arranged for fashion writers and edi- 
tors at Monte Proser’s B~ :chcomber 
nitery, New York, March 19. 

Special effort to sell the femme 
angle of the picture is being made by 
UA, which feels the male trade needs 
comparatively small attention be- 








cause of the action character of the 
film. 





j 


} 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





| New development in precision lighting on film sets passed a test in 


tional Allied, blasted opponents of| Universal’s picture, ‘La Conga Nights,’ and will be used in future produc- 
the Neely Bill. He expressed fear| 40S on-the U lot. Layout is a multiple-unit density control panel, de- 


that ‘Gone With the Wind’ and other 


| signed by Frank Graves and Charles Meyers. 


It consists of six dimmer 


similiar pix would prove harmful! Plates mounted parallel in the panel and controlled by a single technician 


to the industry. 


As reasons he! ‘aking his directions from the cameraman. It enhances uniformity of il- 


cited: remove too much money from lumination and controls six different circuits of lights, which may be 
circulation; backlogging of bookings, | increased or decreased in brightness as the players move about the set. 


delaying product in subsequent runs, 
and set standards which make other 
pix dull in comparison. 





A high in speedy film distribution and national theatre coverage has 


| been achieved with ‘Finland Fights,’ a ‘short’ short produced and dis- 


President Smith called the con-| tributed by Emerson Yorke studio in N.Y. for the Finnish Relief Fund, 

Inc. In space of 10 days, Al O. Bondy, booker, working in conjunction 
with Jack Connolly of Major L. E. Thompson’s motion picture division of 
the Fund, booked and played 600 prints of the subject in selected first 
run theatres in every state in the country. 


tract between Jimmy Roosevelt’s 
Globe Productions and Mills Novelty 
Co. the ‘birth of new boxoffice men- 
ace.’ He expressed fear that the 


coin-operated projection machines’ 


will take the country by storm, add- 
ing that in Ohio alone 18,000 bars 
will be ‘sure buyers.’ 





CLARK ON COAST FOR WB 


Los Angeles, March 5. 
Sam Clark moved in from Chicago | 


to assume his new post as Warner |! 
exploitation chief for the Western 
district. 


' 
| 





His assistant is Marty ‘Weiser.: «+ 





Although application so far has not been made to the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission for listing on either the N. Y. Stock Exchange or Curb, 
several Wall Street houses last week reported extensive activity in the 
new RKO shares on the Over-the-Counter market. 

There is also sOme trading in the new warrants of RKO. New common 


jis quoted around $3 per share, while the warrants bring about 62'%c. 


Latter give holders the right to buy stock at $10 per share until 1945. 





‘Rip Van Winkle,’ long an on-again-off-again item on Monogram’s pro- 
duction sked, is now definitely to be made, according to prez W. Ray John- 


ston. 


Much of the preliminary work is completed and the picture will 


be ready for shooting: in ahout- 60. days. 


—=—= 


Preliminary Hearings on the Neel 
Bill Favored Before Going to a Vote 





COKELL’S 1.0. WEST 
AT THE PAR STUDIO 


Walter B. Cokell, treasurer of 
Paramount, is remaining at the 
studio permanently, while duties or- 
dinarily falling to a treasurer at the 
home office are spread among others 
under the company’s policy. 

For years assistant treasurer of the 
old Paramount Publix Corp., Cokell 
succeeded to the top post during the 
reorganization when Ralph Kohn re- 
signed. 


Two ‘Virginia City’ 
Premieres in Nevada 


‘Virginia City’ (WB) will have its 
world premiere in two Nevada towns, 
Reno and Virginia City, on March 16. 
A special 16-car Southern Pacific 
train will carry Hollywood stars, 
newspaper correspondents and exec- 
utives from Los Angeles to Reno, 
where they will be tendered a re- 
ception by Gov. E. P. Carville. A 
spectacular Western parade will fol- 
low, with the guests proceeding next 
to Virginia City, 22 miles away. The 
celebration will conclude with the 
Virginia City Comstock Ball in the 
State House Auditorium in Reno. 

Errol Flynn, Ann Sheridan, Pris- 
cilla Lane, Humphrey Bogart, Rose- 
mary Lane, Alan Hale, Eddie Albert, 
Randolph Scott and Jean Parker are 
among the players planning to at- 
tend the premiere, 














2-Alarm Fire Near Newark 


Par, Audience Unaware 


Newark, March 5. 

Capacity house watched the last 
stage show at Adams’ Paramount 
Friday night (1) unaware a two- 
alarm blaze was gutting a four-story 
building adjacent to theatre. 

Fire, which damaged ground floor 
tavern and number of rooms backing 
against Paramount dressing rooms, 
did not threaten theatre, but fire offi- 
cials made frequent unobtrusive 
checks inside as theatre audience 
applauded ‘Night in Havana.’ 





$25,000 Fire 
Palestine, Tex., March 5. 
Fire last week demolished Pal 
(Robb-Rowley) here at loss exceed- 
ing $25,000. Origin unknown. Pro- 
jection and sound equipment total 
loss. 
Two adjoining 
smoke damage. 


stores suffered 





Another $25,000 Fire 
Marion, O., March 5. 
Fire which swept through an en- 
tire downtown block in the nearby 
village of Larue, completely wrecked 
the Larue theatre, only house in the 
village. Loss estimated at $25,000. 





Fired House te Cover Burglary 
Shinnston, W. Va., March 5. 

The blaze which destroyed the Rex 
recently was started by a boy to 
cover up an $80 robbery. ‘I was 
afraid they would find my finger 
prints,’ he explained. He had been 
paroled from the industrial school 
but was sent back for theft of an 
automobile. In investigating they 
found he had been spending money 
freely. He finally confessed to the 
theatre robbery. 

He hid behind the seats until 
(Miss) Lynn Monor, the manager, 
left the building. He then obtained 
$80 from her sweater pocket and, to 
conceal the theft, set fire to the place 
in the furnace room. 


Photo-Stripping ‘Cargo’ 








Los Angeles, March 5. 

Novel eight column photo-strip of 
action scenes of ‘Strange Cargo’ 
(M-G) has been framed by Dean 
Hyskell, of the Fox-West Coast ad- 
vertising department, with many 
circuit managers already taking ad- 
vantage of the stunt. 

Layout comprises eight pictures, 


in mat form, ready for newspaper 
casting, 





‘BILL SUSSMAN DRIVE’ 
As a tribute to the eastern division 
sales manager of 20th-Fox, a Bill 


Sussman drive has been set for the 
month of April. 





i 








Any question regarding whether 
there would be public hearings op 
the Neely bill, prior to coming up 
for vote in the House, apparcntly 
were removed this week when it be. 
came known that opponents of the 


measure favor such hearings, They 
formerly were only lukewarm. Ma. 
jor opponent group now believes it 
would be best to have a hearing dur. 
ing the present Congressional session 
and settle the present dispute over 
the film business proposal. Their 
contention is that such a showdown 
is essential, and that otherwise the 
same legislation will come up in the 
senate at the next Congress’ ses. 
sion, 

Because the ‘community selection 
of films’ has been stressed so much 
by proponents of the Neely measure, 
those opposing the bill are convinced 
that the community selection idea 
should be incorporated into the leg- 
islation if it is reported out of ihe 
House Interstate Commerce com- 
mittee, 

The ‘community selection of films’ 
if carried out to the letter, would set 
up some 6,000 
boards in various sections of the 
country, opponents of the Neely bill 
contend. Main idea of this com-— 
munity selection is that different 
community groups would have the 
right to squawk to exhibitors re- 
garding the type of picture shown. 
Whether they would be allowed to 
prevent the exhibition of any film 
would depend on how mutch teeth is 
put in the bill. The exhibitor would 
be told what screen production he 
could and could not show. 

The community selection idea if 
enforced rigidly would remove any 
need for the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors production 
code setup. That is the interpreta- 
tion placed on it by Haysians cur- 
rently. 





Allege Neely Duplicity 
Minneapolis, March 8. 

Ben Ashe, Northwest Allied secre- 
tary, has accused W. H. Workman, 
Metro branch manager, of holding 
an invitation preview for the Parent- 
Teachers’ Ass’n as a ‘pretense’ to 
enlist opposition to the Neely bill 
In an open letter to Workman, he 
takes the latter to task and requests 
that if other similar meetings are 
held Northwest Allied be permitted 
to send a representative to tell why 
the measure should be supported. 

‘After you had succeeded in bring- 
ing a large number of the PTA 
members to the theatre you asked 
them to listen to speeches by four 
hirelings of the producers and their 
affiliated theatres and as an apparent 
part of a well covered up scheme, 
someone made a motion from the 
floor that the group go on record 
against the Neely bill. 

‘It is a tribute to the intelligence 
of the people present that they re- 
fused to be hoodwinked and for that 
reason would not vote on this mo- 
tion. We know that the PTA did not 
realize they were being called to & 
meeting at which your company and 
other opponents of the bill would 
be present to give them a one- 
sided discussion and explanation 
without offering them the oppor- 
tunity to hear the other side.’ 





Columbus’ About-Face 
Columbus, March §. 

In a complete about-face, the Co- 
lumbus Motion Picture Council 4s 
now waging an active campaign 
against passage of the Neely Bill. 
Rev. Floyd Faust, president of the 
group, one of the most influential in 
the country, explaining the change 
of heart, stated: ‘Original introduc- 
tion of the Neely Bill led us to con- 
clude it as being a blessing to own- 
ers of small theatres, a definite asset 
to the entire industry. However, ® 
careful study of the measure, quite 
idealistic in content, shows the #U- 
thor knows exactly nothing of the 
production and distribution of m0- 
tion pictures. Consequently, we con- 
tend passage of the Neely Bill would 
prove highly detrimental to the 20 
dustry, thus our recommendation for 
its defeat in Congress.’ 

Discussing motion pictures as ® 
whole, Rev. Faust expressed the 
council’s appreciation of the Hays 
office, adding that the quality of Pb 
tures is definitely improving. Mue 
of the council’s disapproval 1n the 
past has been aimed at forcign er 
and indie product. On the matier . 
quality, Rev. Faust said: “My ag 
sonal opinion is that the Neely Bul 
will result in a lowering of quality. 
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Frisco On BO. Upbeat; ‘Grapes’ Hefty 


$73,000, West-Fields Lusty $14,000 


San Franctsco, March 5. 

Majority of offerings are much 
petter than average this week and 

int toward general good business 

oughout. . 
Pincepes of Wrath,’ accompanied 
by rave reviews in local sheets, is 
set for hefty $23,000. Mae West- 
Fields’ ‘My Little Chickadee,’ at Or- 
pheum, is pointing toward lusty 
$14,000. Paramount, with ‘Sidewalks 
of London’ and ‘Farmer's Daughter,’ 

t for good $11,000. United Art- 
sts has ‘House Across the Bay,’ 
which is heading for strong $10,000. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ heads into 
the sixth week at Warfield with no 
gigns of falling off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox - (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)— 
‘Grapes’ (20th). Preceded by months 
of pro and con  ballyhoo and 
the impetus of book, plus sensational 
reviews. this is drzwing like a mag- 
net and pointing towards a hefty 
$23,000, or better. Last week, ‘North- 

st’ (M-G) and ‘Granny Gun’ 
WB). great $24,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 

‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) plus vaude. 
ointing to fair $14,000. Last week, 
‘Swiss Family’ (RKO), plus 18th an- 
niversary vaude show and March of 
Time, neat $19,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘Little Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Strikes’ (Col). Indicate good 
14,000. Last week, ‘Invisible Man’ 
ie and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col), okay 
$11,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (2,740; 30-40)— 
‘Sidewalks London’ (Par) and ‘Farm- 
er’s Daughter’ (Par). Moving nicely 
toward fair $11,000. Last week, 
‘Little New York’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Panama’ (20th). good $11,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-40) 

‘Northwest’ (M-G) and ‘Granny 
Sun’ (WB). Moveover from Fox 
heading for fair $5,500. Last week, 
‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and ‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G), moveover from Fox, 
fair $5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
§6-75)—‘House Across Bay’ (UA), 

ding strong for $10,000. Last week, 
‘Lion Wings’ (UA) and ‘Chump Ox- 
ford’ (UA), good $9,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 75-$1.10- 
$3.50)—Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk). 
hould do at least $31,000 this week, 
_ after fifth week’s great $33,- 

i), : 


‘Graves’ 1346, ‘Melody,’ 
$11,000, Fine in Denver 


Denver, March 5. 

(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 

‘Grapes of Wrath’ is easily leading 
the town at Denver. Standouts sev- 
y heb nights giving house 50% above 
verage, 

‘Broadway Melody.’ on double bill 
at Orpheum, is getting nice gross, 
but house too far back in dates to 
holdover. ‘Gone with Wind’ is strong 
t Broadway, but only in money and 
ot in numbers seeing film. Film 
Was pretty well milked in its four 
Weeks at Orpheum. 

Paramount pepped up business as 
Well as interest on Leap Day (29) by 
ving away a real live man to a 
ucky girl over 18. All girls over 18 
ere given tickets as they entered 
e theatre, and after the drawing, 

€ winner was introduced to the 
young man. The two took a cab, 
Promoted, to a night club for a din- 
ner-dance. also promoted. 

Estimates for This Week 





; Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
Wiss Family’ (RKO), after week at 
tpheum. Good $4,000. Last week, 


alalaika’ (M-G), good $4,000 after 


eek at Orpheum. 
Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 75-$1.12- 


$1.50)— Gone’ 


me (M-G), after four 
exs at Orpheum. Fine $5,000. 
1 Bigpes (25-40), ‘69th’ (WB), good 


considering it had shown a 
,* each the Denver, Aladdin, 
U, 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
em Farmer's Daughter’ (Par) and 
wtmie Scribner, radio, on stage, in 
el »pohnson Family.’ Even latter 
he pull this over $5,000, poor. 
~ week, Sidewalks London’ (Par), 
~ y low at $3.500 in second week. 
menver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
week Lite, Great $13,500. Last 
$9.00. e Chickadee’ (U), average 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
s Stoadway Melody’ (M-G) and 
— S Double’ (RKO). Fine $11,000. 
mst week, ‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and 
7710) Be be below average at 
tg ut Fox considered there was 

& Money on ‘Swiss Family’ and 


S$ ; 

week it over to Aladdin for 
ar 

‘Invisible ‘St set een: 20-0) 


I Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Philo 
er (WB). Fine $4,500. Last 
ek, ‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Man Who 


Wouldn't Talk’ : 
alk’ (20 . 
Rialto (Fox) th), nice $4,500. 


Os on (878; 25-40)—‘Raffles’ 
‘Nick’ et week at Paramount, and 
La > Carter’ (M-G). Fair $1,700. 
afte Week, ‘Little New York’ (20th) 
Atler weal : 


din, and ‘ee Denver and Alad- 
a en ee Se), 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $1,891,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 166 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$1,567,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 theatres) 


WEST-FIELDS 
D'VILLE HIT 
AT $9,000 


Louisville, March 6. 


Weather has broken hereabouts, 
with streets dry and unpleasant traf- 
fic conditions a thing of the past. 
Temperature touching around the 
60’s, so no complaints. 

Biz has settled down to normal, 
now that ‘Gone’ has gone, and takes 
are in the average brackets. ‘Little 
Chickadee’, dualed at Rialto, and ‘His 
Girl Friday’, at State, both pacing 
for healthy returns. ‘Dr. Ehrlich’ is 
okay on single at Mary Anderson, 
and moveover of ‘Northwest Passage’ 
to the Brown is bringing no com- 
plaints. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Northwest’ (M-G) 
and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col). Strong cast 
names, Technicolor, and a story of 
general appeal all combining to 
bring this moveover some pleasant 
returns. Likely $1,900. Last week 
(75c.-$1.10), ‘Gone’ (M-G), fourth 
week, wound up local road show 
engagement to fair $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Gulliver’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Williams’ 
(Col). Shaping up for average $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U) 
and ‘Everything Happens Night’ 
(20th), fair $1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Son 
Guilty’ (Col). 








(Libson ) 
(WB). Back 
class trade, 
Last week, 


Mary Anderson 
15-30-40)—‘Dr. Ehrlich’ 
to singles and pullin 
Aiming for okay $3,600. 
‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) 
Godoy fight pic, fine $4,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,100; 15- 


‘Double Alibi’ (U). Combo of Mae 
West-W. C. Fields looming up as 
strong b.o. fare. Indications are for 


(RKO) and ‘Saint's Double’ (RKO), 
average $6.500. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 
15-30-40) — ‘Take Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Chan Panama’ (20th). Spencer 


Tracy-Hedy Lamarr potent marquee 
names. Pacing for satisfactory $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘Chump Oxford’ (UA), all right 
$3,000. 


‘GERONIMO OK 
$3,600 IN MPLS. 





Minneapolis, March 5. 


With the two ‘A’ houses, the State 
and Century, occupied by holdovers, 


the Wind,’ respectively, Horace Heidt 
is the lone important newcomer. 
There's also a_ holdover. 
Not Alone,’ at the World. 


Gopher, the Esquire’s ‘Lion Has 
Wings,’ British film, and the Aster’s 
double features. choice of new en- 
tertainment is limited. 

Adverse general business condi- 
tions are a handicap all along the 
line. The down trend is attributed, 
as far as showhouses are concerned, 
to a widespread trade slump, per- 
sonal property tax payments. im- 
pending income tax time and the 
drain on purses taken by ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ and the forthcoming ‘Ice 
Follies.’ 

‘Gone’ winds up its record-break- 
ing run at the Century this week. 
After garnering a smash $102,400 in 
three weeks at the Orpheum. 
pulled hefty $12.300 in the first of 
its two Century cantos and_ will 
finish with a nice profit again this 
week, 

Estimates for This Week 





‘Philo Vance’ (WB), also dual first- 


Should manage oke | 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Northwest’ (M-G) | 
and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col), fine $10,000. | 


(1000. | 488 two full pages in two papers, 





runs. Heading for good $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Man Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th) 
and ‘Danger Wheels’ (U), dual first- 
runs, $1,600, okay. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 75- 
$1.10) — ‘Gone’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Finishes record-breaking run Thurs- 
day (7). Good $10,000 
Last week, $12,300, after $102,400 in 
three weeks at Orpheum. 

_, Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-40)— 
Lion Wings’ (UA). British-made 


picture hasn’t easy going. Fair $900 | 


eee ce week, ‘Dr. Chris- 
ian’ and Louis-Godoy fight, 
$800, light. haw 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25) — 
‘Geronimo’ (Par). Critics only luke- 
warm, but biz good 


good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890: 35- 
40-55) — ‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) 
and Horace Heidt orch. Very good 
$22,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Night’ (Par) and stage 


show, including Dead End Kids, 
$8,000, poor. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 


40)—‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) (2d 
wk-6 days). This one has caught on 
with a bang. Fine notices and much 
word-of-mouth boosting to $6,700. 
Last week, big $10,700. ‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ (20th) opens Thursday (7). 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)—‘Four 
Wives’ (WB) split with ‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G). First pomgnernene show- 
ings. Reaching after pretty good 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Victor Herbert’ 
(Par) split with ‘Four Wives’ (WB), 
first neighborhood showings, $2,500, 
good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Not Alone’ (WB) (2d wk). Pretty 
good $1,700 indicated. Last week, 
$1,500, fair. 


EHRLICH NICE 
$17,000 IN HUB 


Boston, March 5. 

(Best Exploitation: Metropolitan) 
‘Northwest Passage’ is still taking 
big coin in its second week at two 
houses and again leading the town. 
‘Dr. Ehrlich’ and ‘Little Old New 
York’ ,are running about even at 
satisfactory but not socko gaits. 
‘Gone With the Wind’ reopened Sun- 
day (3) at the Majestic, legit house 
usually dark, through a deal be- 








'tween M-G and Shuberts, at road- 


show prices, 
Metropolitan landed good breaks 
in the local papers on ‘Ehrlich,’ snar- 


plus a page one feature on Ruth 


| Gordon in her home-town sheet in 


| Wallaston, 
couple stories on Albert Basserman, | 


and Louis- | ins | 


Mass. Also planted a 


a refugee playing in the film. 
terviews with John Huston, who 


30-40) — ‘Little Chickadee’ (U) and | Worked on the picture and who is 


directing ‘Passenger to Bali,’ a legit 
show starring his father, Walter, 


| across the street from the Met, were 


forte $9,000. Last week, ‘Vigil Night’ | *¥" by a couple of papers during the 


week. Direct mail approach to 


| 7,000 doctors and nurses was another 


| senger’ 
| (Mono), dual, three days. 


| 


i week ’ (8 


| 


‘Northwest Passage’ and ‘Gone With | $22.000. 


‘We Are j 40-55)—‘Dr. 
Thus, | A 
aside from ‘Geronimo’ at the 25c|; UP to expectations, about $17,000. | 


| 


| 


feature of the campaign. 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-30-40)— 
‘Chasing Trouble’ (Mono) = and 
‘Music Heart’ (Col) (2nd run), with 
vaude, four days; and ‘Call Mes- 
(U) and ’Danger Ahead’ 
Heading 


for okay $9,000. Last week, ‘Big 


Guy’ (U) and Phil Spitalny aill- 
feminine orch, at 65e top, okay 
$18,000. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Married Wife’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn't Talk’ (20th). Aiming at 
so-so $5,500. Last week, ‘Brother 
Rat Baby’ (WB) and ‘Parole Fixer’ 
(Par), dandy $7,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Little New York’ (20th) 
and ‘Saint’s Double’ (RKO). Headed 
for better-than-average $16,000. Last 
days), ‘Swiss Family 
(RKO) and ’Reno’ (RKO), 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
Ehrlich’ (WB) = and 
‘Granny Gun’ (WB). Good, but not 


Last week, ‘Judge Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘British Intelligence’ (WB), 
good $22,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) ano 
‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Around $20,000, very big. First 


| week, smash $29,500. 


' 
| 


} 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 


40-55)—‘Married Wife’ (20th) and 
| ‘Man Wouldn't Talk’ (20th). Me- 
dium $7,500 indicated. Last week, 
‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Parole Fixer’ (Par), very good 
$10,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40- 


| 


| tinued run fr#m Par and Fenway). | 
Last week. | 
| ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Earl Chicago’ 


| 
| 


it | 50)—‘Housekeeper’ (UA) (2nd run) 


and ‘Brother Rat Baby (WB) (con- 


Around $5,500, okay. 


| (M-G) (3rd wk. in town), $4,800. 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) — 
‘Cisco Kid Lady’ (20th) and ‘Mar- | ‘Northwest’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf 
ried Love’ (RKO), dual first-runs,| Strikes’ (Col) (2nd wk.). Aiming at | 
split with ‘Five Peppers’ (Col) and| very good good $13,000. Opening 


week $20,000, great. 


indicated. | 


$3,600. Last | 
week, ‘Tower London’ (U), $3,500, | 


very | 


‘Grapes’ Luscious $37,500 in 
Spots; ‘Dr. Ehrlich,’ $19,500, Holds, 
Lunceford- Diamond Neat $14,000 


oe 


3LA 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Yotal Gross 
This Week ............ $380,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
BREE WOOK oioiccckces ves00 $275,806 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


MELODY -VAUDE 
NICE $22,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, March 5. 
(Best Exploitation: Earle) - 

All major spots are solidly above 
average this week, coincidental with 
first distinct drop of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ from out-of-this-world figures 
down to gross big Loew’s straight 
pic spot usually gets on sock attrac- 
tion. Capitol has hefty edge over 
newcomers with ‘Broadway Melody’ 
and ne-name vaude. Earle is second 
with ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ 
| and ‘CBS Radio Revue.’ 


Top bally honors easily go to 
Earle for flock of advance screen- 
ings of ‘Dr. Ehrlich’ and radio show 
tied into celebration of Station 
WJSV’s increase to 50,000 watts. 
Station hit papers with special sec- 
tions and is pounding away with 
special stuff over the air, all of 
which carries mention of stage show. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and 
| vaude. It’s all up to the pic and 
| Astaire-Powell combo will hit nice 
| $22,000. Last week, ‘Light Failed’ 
| (Par) and vaude, slid sharply to ade- 
' quate $15,000, 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
| ‘Take Woman’ (M-G) (2d run), Back 
| downtown after good week at Capi- 
| tol, but won’t better passable $4,000. 
| Last week, ‘Remember Night’ (Par) 
| (2d run), slipped to light $3,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB)° and vaude. 
| Building interest in pic and bally on 
|‘CBS Radio Revue’ aiming at solid 
|$17,000.. Last week, ‘Little New 
| York’ (20th) and vaude, fair $16,500 

for eight days. 
| Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
i ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO), Serious Carole 
| Lombard should see good $10,000. 
i Last week, ‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) 
|! and March of Time’s Vatican reel, 
| took same figure. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Girl 
Friday’ (Col) (2d run). Back after 
big stanza at Earle and assured of 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘Geronimo’ 
(Par), nice $7,000 for eight days. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 75-$1.10- 
| $1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk.). Tak- 
| ing first hefty drop to still big $25,- 
| 000. Last week, walloping $33,500. 


TRACY STURDY 
$1250 INK. C. 


—_——--— 
































strong | 


j Kansas City, March 5. 
} (Best Exploitation: Newman) 
| Bulk of biz is at the Midland with 


| ‘Northwest Passage’ the reason. 
Only complaint here is length of 
i bill, which runs well over three 


{hours with ‘Five Little Peppers’ as a 
| dual partner, 
| Orpheum is playing to solid trade, 
| with ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ the 
; main draw of a double bill. ‘My 
Little Chickadee’ is a holdover in 
| both Uptown and Esquire, but plays 
|only six days as ‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
iz set to open tomorrow (Wednes- 
; aay). 
| . Newman has the best local tieup 
i due to participation of Virginia Mc- 
| Gill, Southwest high school pupil, in 
| Paramount's exploitation campaign 
j}on ‘Seventeen.’ Manager Jerry Zig- 
{mond used girl opening days for 
' personals, and film has had long ad- 
| vance ballyhoo via radio, papers and 
| newsreel, 
' Weather over weekend damp and 
though extreme tem- 
seem definitely past, at 
any protracted spell. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
| west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40) — 
} ‘Little Chickadee’ (U) (2d wk,). Car- 


unpleasant, 
peratures 
| least for 


Los Angeles, March 5. 
Darryl Zanuck’s ‘folly’ in filming 


is being dispeiled locally, with opus 
day-dating in three houses, first time 
any picture has ever been simulta- 
neously shown here in that number 
of houses, and registering strength 
at two of the three spots. Combined 
take will run around $37,500, with 
Loew’s State accounting for more 
than 50% of that sum. 

Other newcomers are ‘Dr. Ehr- 
lich’s Magic Bullet,’ at Warner Hol- 
lywood and Downtown, and ‘Adven- 
ture in Diamonds,’ at Paramount. 
‘Ehrlich’ opened okay and will likely 
stick two weeks, or longer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (10th 
wk.). At pace opus is hitting looks 
like another easy 10 to 12 stanzas. 
Current week should add another 
$16,000 after ninth week ended with 
$17,100 in the till. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.024; 
30-40-55-65)—‘Grapes’ (20th). Com- 
ing through for good $11,800. Last 
week. ‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G), fair $9,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—'Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 
Budget’ (Col). Nothing senational, 
but should hit profitable $9,500 on 
initial stanza. Last week, ‘Castle 
Hudson’ (WB) and ‘Charlie Mc- 
Carthy’ (U), fair $8,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30- 
40-55) —‘Grapes’ (20th). Run house 
is day-dating on current week with 
State and Chinese, but this will not 
prevent neat $7,200 on initial seven 
days. Last week (4 days on fourth 
week), ‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO), on 
two-a-day basis, weak $1,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
—Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 
Budget’ (Col). Looks like satisfac- 
tory $10,000, which warrants hold- 
over. Last week ‘Castle Hudson’ 
(WB) and ‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U), 
just fair $7,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (4th-final wk.). 
Will hit profitable $6,600 on six-day 
final stanza, after third week piled 
up lucrative $7,800. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Adventure in Diamonds’ (Par) 
and stage show. Jimmy Lunceford 
orch on stage is drawing heavily 
from local Negro colony, and with 
regular clientele should bring profit- 
able $14,000. Last week. ‘Seventeen’ 
(Par) and Arturo Godoy on stage, 
disappointing $13,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-40-55)— 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (4th-final wk.). 
Will add around $6.200 on final six- 
day week, after third full stanza 
brought very good $7,500. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Grapes’ (20th). Easily top- 
ping town on individual gross, de- 
spite triple day-date booking with 
Chinese and Four Star, and should 
have no trouble hitting big $18,500. 
Last week, ‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G), okay $13,500, 
as predicted. 

United Artists (F-WC-UA) 
83-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) “(10th 
wk.). Continues sensational with 
likely $17,000 this week, after $17,- 
800 previous seven days. Should be 
good for four to six weeks more. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and ‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G). Not very hot on 
moveover, as $3,700 attests. Last 
week, ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th), excel- 
lent $6,500. 


(2,100; 








rying through on steady biz, getting 
$4.000 for six days. Last week, good 
$8,500. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,573: 10-25-40) 
—Northwest Passage’ (M-G) and 
‘Five Peppers’ (Col). Tracy name, 
repute of book, and color production 
swinging this to fine $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Con- 
victed Woman’ (Col), $11,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40) ‘Seventeen’ (Par) and 
‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par). Tarking- 
ton yarn has had -aluable advance 
publicity and buii over weekend 
affer mediocre opening. Average 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Light Failed’ 
(Par), $5,200, fair. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-25-40) 
—Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB) and “Thorough- 
breds’ (RKO). Robinson film the 
draw for $7,000, okay. Last week, 
‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Saint's 
Double’ (RKO). average $6,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-25) — 
‘Honeymoon Deferred’ (U) with 
‘Rose Garden Revue’ on stage. Back 
to house production policy and aver- 
age $6,000. Last week, ‘High School’ 
(20th) with Major Bowes’ unit, 





strong, $8,000. 


John Steinbeck’s ‘Grapes of Wrath’ — 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, March 6, 


1910 








Bhrlich Neat $17,200 in Philly; 


‘Cone, in 7 Wks, Nearly $500,000 * 








Philadelphia, March 5. 
(Best Exploitation: Terminal) 

Battery of high-powered product 
is reaping big b.o.’s at the first-run 
deluxers. Starting off in giant 
strides is ‘Grapes of Wrath’ at the 
Fox, with accolades on all sides for 
Zanuck’s portrayal of Steinbeck’s 
saga. Also on the coin side is ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ and the hold- 
over of ‘Northwest Passage. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ bows ou 
the Boyd this week after a socko 
seven-week run grossing colossal 


$195,000. It will continue indefinitely | V 


in three-a-day policy at the Earle, 
where the take for the seven rounds 
is hovering around 
mark, making the total gate for the 
Selznick super-special nearly $500,000 
for its run to date. 
Exploitation palm goes to the 
Terminal, a Stanley-Warner_nabe 


, : ‘ ( 
which hypoed the showing of ‘Rulers Expected okay $3,000. 


‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) three days of 
Arnold Garnet, members of the crew | second week, no dice, $800 


of the Sea’ (Par) with personal ap- 
pearances of Ralph Lewis and 


of the City of Flint. The men, both 
of whom live in the vicinity of the 
theatre, told of their experiences 
aboard the tanker during the hectic 
112-day voyage in the clutches of 
the Nazis. 

Estimates for This Week 


‘Ehrlich’ (WB). Started light, but 


?v 


t at |42)—‘Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB), plus vaude, 
Heading for $5,500, 
‘McCarthy, 


the $300,000 | ‘ 


anticipated $4,000. Last week, same 
film, 


(2,600; 27-32-42)—‘Double Alibi’ (U) 
and ‘Chump Oxford’ 
‘French Follies’ : 
draw and hence anticipates good 
$6,500. Last week 


(M-G) and ‘Young Feel’ (20th), 
,000, good. 
sag oes (Sterling) (1.350; 21-32- 


(3,039; 27-37-42)—‘Broadway Melody’ 


M-G) and ‘Emergency Squad’ 
(Par), Expected big $7,200. Last 
week ‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and 


‘Saint’s Double’ (RKO), nice $6,700. 


‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Williams’ 


32)—‘Remember Night’ 
‘Invisible Stripes’ 
Indicate only $2,000, t 
week ‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Reno 
(RKO) (2d run), good $2,500. 


5,200, good. — 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergrcen) 
(UA), plus 
unit. Latter the 


‘Man Dakota’ 


good. Last week 


Detective’ (U), plus 


aude, $4,700, good. — 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32 )— 


Holding 11 days. 


(2d run). 
lan , Last week 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
(Par) and 
(WB) (2d run). 
fair. Last 








we SETS CRAPES’ JUICY 


word-of-mouth is bringing out the 
late-comers. Should bring neat 
$12,200. Last week, ‘Swiss Family’ 
(RKO), disappointment with $9,709. 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
— ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Strictly lightweight stuff here 
with bare $5,200. Last week, ‘Mice 
Men’ (UA), nice $4,200 for second- 
run, 

Boyd (WB) (2.350; 86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (7th wk). Bows out 
with smashing $25,500 to make way 
for ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (RKO). 
Last week’s gate hefty $26,300. 


Earle (WB) 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (7th wk). 


$14,000 IN 
BALTO 


Baltimore, March 5. 
With wide critical acclaim ‘Grapes 





(2,758; 75-$1.14) —|of Wrath’ is pointing to a record at 
Plenty of|the New. Of limited capacity, house 


steam left with bullish $30,000 in| jis nevertheless well located ir heart 


sight. 


Sixth canto netted equally |of downtown shopping center, and 


forte $29,800. Here for indefinite | has a regular daytime femme follow- 


run, 


ing. Extra bullish nocturnal doings 


Fox (WB) (2,423: 32-42-57-68) —jaiding toward indicated b.o. smash 


‘Grapes’ (20th). 


With the crix fall- | for Steinbeck film. There’s also some 


ing over themselves in praise, the fairish response for p.a. of Jimmie 
public is responding to the tune of |Fidler and sextette of Hollywood 


grand $25,000. Last week, ‘Castles 
Hudson’ (WB), outclassed with so-so 
$13,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066: 32-42-57-68) 
—Castle Hudson’ (WB) (2d run). 
Moveover from Fox hasn't helped 
much. Mediocre $3,900 this sesh. 
Last week, ‘Little New York’ (20th), 
little better with $4,100. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
—Swiss Family’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Still in the weakie class with sad 


$3,600. Last week, ‘Vigil Night’ 
(RKO), only shade better with 
$4,000 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—Northwest’ (M-G) (2d wk). Tracy 


still potent on marquees, with neat 
Opening 


$14,500 for round two. 
week forte $22,200. 
Stanton (WB) 


‘Double Alibi’ (U). 


dunit to sad $4,000. Last week 
‘Saint’s Double’ (RKO), so-so $4,200 


‘B’way Melody’ Fine 





$7,200 In Seattle 





Seattle, March 5. 


‘Gone With the Wind?’ is taking its 
last whirl this week, making the run 
It was hard to figure in 
some enthusiasts having 


six weeks. 
advance, : 
predicted twice as long a run. 


Liberty has ended four weeks of 
‘His Girl Friday,’ with usual dual 
Orpheum is doing an 

Hamrick-Evergreen 
this week having a_ stage 
show. Latter is the ‘French Follies’ 


policy back. 
unusual for 
houses, 


unit. 


Palomar has another topflight solo 


film plus the usual vaude. It’s ‘Dr 
Erlich.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Swiss Family Rob- 
inson’ (RKO). Moveover from Para- 
mount indicates only $2,000, slow. 
Last week ‘Chicadee’ (U) and ‘Mar- 


ried Love’ (RKO), $2,800, good. 
Coliseum 


Expect good $3,000. 
‘Hardy and Son’ (M-G) and ‘Pack 
Troubles’ (20th) (2d run), $2,500, 
okay. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever - 
green) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Northwest 
Passage’ (M-G) :(2d wk). Hitting 
along for big $6,000. Last week, 
same film, wonderful $11,000. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Lone - Wolf Strikes’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Budget’ (Col). Looking for 


(1.457; 32-42-57)— 
Competish 
from the other first-runners and 
panning by crix scuttling this who- 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—*Bakalaika’ (M-G) and 
‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Last week 


starlets, laboring mightily to offset 


Wolf Strikes’ at combo Hipp. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ wound up a 
five-week stay at Loew's Century 
last week, and will continue indefi- 


day (8). Previously shuttered 1,100- 
seat loft will essay same policy of 
two continued performances during 
day and reserved seat sincle per- 
formance at night. Film will also be 
opened this week for colored patron- 
age at the Harlem theatre at same 
scale and policy as ofay run. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G). Get- 
ting some fairish play at possible 
$9,000. Last week (75c-$1.10). fifth 
of ‘Gone’ (M-G), slipped to $26,000 
after bang-up total of $147,000 for 
previous four stanzas. Will be con- 


Friday (8). 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15 - 25 - 35 - 40 - 55 - 66) — ‘Lone Wolf 
Strikes’ (Col) plus p.a. of Jimmie 
Fidler and film starlets. Steady. re- 
sponse to nice $14,000. Last week 
‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) plu. vaude head- 
ed by Red Skelton, attracted good 
$15,400 for eight days. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
25-35-40 )—‘Invisible Man 
(U). Opens tonight (Tues.) 
two weeks of ‘Little Chickadee’ (U) 
to okay total of $14,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558: 
55)—‘Grapes’ (20th). Utilizing rather 
meager capacity to its utmost to hang 
up possible house record at $14,000: a 
tremendous figure here. Last week 
‘Take Woman’ (M-G), mild $4,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Brother Rat Baby’ (WB). Un- 


(2,406; 15- 


Born’ (WB), now"ere 


$5,600. 


‘Grapes’, $8,000, Looks 


got 





Montreal, March 5. 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
week, still pointing to smash $20,000, 
with little let-up in attendance. 
‘Grapes of Wrath,’ at Palace, 
first pic to show anything 
‘Gone’ came here. 
nice $8,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 
‘Grapes’ (20th). Likely $8,000, very 
nice. Last week 
(M-G), fair $6,000. 
Capitel (CT) 
‘Vigil Night’ 


(RKO). Not 


okay $4,000. Last week ‘Girl Friday’| with not much above $5,000 ahead. 


(Col) (4th wk), dandy $3,500. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 75-1.15-1.50) —‘Gone’ ‘(M-G) 


(6th wk), This is the windup, with! (M-G) (3d wk). Still going big with! appointing $4,000 


Last week ‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) and 
‘Information Please,’ poor $4,500. | 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 75-1.13) ‘Gone’ | (1,500; 75-$1.50) ‘Gone’ (M-G). Dis- 








handsome $20,000, after smash $22,000 
last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Music Heart’ (Col) and ‘Beware 
Spooks’ (Col). Sighting poor $2,500. 
Last week ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) 
and ‘Young Feel’ (WB), good $3,900. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
ver Moon’ (UA) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO). May gross good 
$3,000. Last week repeat of ‘Eternal- 
ly Yours’ (UA) and ‘Chump Oxford’ 
(UA), poor $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Roman d’un Tricheur.’ 
Not apt to beat $1,500, fair. Last 
week, third of ‘Quai des Brunes,’ 
$800, poor. ; 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Mon Oncle et mon Cure’ an 
‘La Visite Royale.’ Not above $4,000, 
good enough for Lent. Last week 
‘Entente Cordiale’ and ‘Le Gagnant,’ 
$3,800, fair. 


STEINBECKERS, 126, 
$7,900, PROV. CLICKS 


Providence, March 5, 
(Best Exploitation: Albee) 


Better than average bills are show- 
ing proportionate boosts in b.o. Cor- 
nering most of the coin are ‘North- 
west Passage,’ at Loew’s State, 
‘Grapes of Wrath,’ at Majestic, and 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ at Albee. 

_Albee boosted its current attrac- 
tion and those set for next three 
weeks through a combination radio 
and recording outfit which was set 
up in lobby. Patrons were asked 
pane on ‘Of Mice and Men’ and 
if they could name three coming at- 
tractions which were prominently 
displayed in lobby. orrect an- 
swers earned passes. In meantime 








| their opinions were recorded and at 


end of interview they were given 
the record. Other tieups included 


| Providence Public Library distribu- 


| tion of 2,000 book marks; local mar- 
kets’ distribution of model baskets; 
| book display tieups with local down- 


week sister film portion of ‘Lone | 


nitely in the Valencia beginning Fri- | yaude. 


tinued in reopened upstairs Valencia | 


(2.205: : 


Returns’ | mount. 
after | 


15-25-35- | 


Plenty OK in Montreal | 


in third | 


is | 40 )—‘Little 
since | ‘British Intelligence’ (WB). 
Should get very 


‘B’way Melody’ | (2,000; 


(2,700; 25-45-55)— | 
so hot, 


{town stores, and all Zenith radio 
distributors were supplied with dis- 
,Plays on Betty Field and her en- 
| dorsement. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
Mice’ (UA) and ‘Chump Oxford’ 
(UA). _Good $7,500. Last week, 
‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Married 
| Love’ (RKO), fair $6,500. 

Carlten (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
| 50)—‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and 
‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col) (2d run). 
Should get good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Little New York’ (20th) and ‘Young 
Feel’ (20th) (2d run), fair $2,500. 

|. Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
| ‘Double Alibi’ (U) and vaude. Slight 
| falling off during Lenten period will 
| keep take around fair $6,000. Last 
| week, ‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and 
good $6,800. 


: Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
| Grapes’ (20th). Heavy play holding 
| promise of hefty $12,000. Last week. 
| ‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) and ‘Chan 
| Panama’ (20th), weak $5,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 

‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) and 

Blondie Budget’ (Col). A natural 
| for nifty $17,000. Last week, ‘Broad- 
| way Melody’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf 
| Strikes’ (Col), nice $16,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Parole Fixer’ (Par) and ‘Knights 
Range’ (Par). Weak sister, $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Seventeen’ (Par) and 
Wolf New York’ (Rep), fair $6,000. 








‘Chickadee’ Quite Loud 
In Portland at $7,000 


Portland, Ore., March 5. 

(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 
“Grapes of Wrath’ is topping the 
burg’s grosses this week at the Para- 
The house even skipped its 


J 


| shot this pic, which was heavily ex- 
ploited in all channels. 
‘Gone With the Wind’ 


| roadshow prices and moved to the 
| Mayfair for an indefinite run at 
|Same ‘raised admish. ‘Northwest 
| Passage’ rated a second stanza at 
| Parker’s UA, 

Paramount pulled an interest-get- 


eventful in this deluxer, with $7,000 | ting and ducat-selling stunt in a tie- 
the most looked for. Last week ‘Child | UP with Radio KGW to stage a regu- 
with | lar Monday eve half-hour quiz pro- 


:gram in the theatre. Bill Ross, of 
| KGW-KEX, is m.c., assisted by five 
/other announcers who lug portable 
‘mikes throughout the house. Show 
| 1S Sponsored by a local Dodge agen- 
cy, which gets in its plug on the 
| Side. Program series is expected to 
| continue for 13 weeks. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
Chickadee’ (U) and 
winner and the t Pag ctr 
over e top for good 
$7,000. Last week (75-$1.50), ‘Gone’ 
; (M-G), closed fifth week to $10,500 


25-45-55 )— | and moved to the Mayfair. 


Liberty (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
30-35-40)—‘Sidewalks Lon- 
(Par) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO). Good enough $3,800. Last 


week, ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and ‘City 


: don’ 


Chance’ (20th), second week, nice 
$3,300. 
Mayfair . (Parker - Evergreen) 


following five 


d| chiefly on vaude for $5,000. 


usual double-feature policy to single | 


closed aj} 
| socko fifth week at the Broadway at | 





socko weeks at Broadway. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Man’ (U) and ‘Con- 
go Maisie’ (M-G), good $3,600. 

Orpheum ‘Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
15-30-40)—-'Fatal Hour’ (Mono) and 
‘Llano Kid’ (Par), with Harry 
Owens’ Royal Hawaiians given top 
billing on vaude show. Scoring 
Last 
week, ‘Roving Tumbleweeds’ (Rep) 
and ‘Legion Lost Flyers’ (U), with 
vaude, average $4,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Grapes’ (20th). 
Single - billed and_ well - exploited. 
Great $8,000. Last week, ‘Swiss 
Family’ (RKO) and ‘Flying Deuces’ 
(RKO), fair $4,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) — ‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) 
and ‘Granny Gun’ (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Good $4,700, First week, good $6,800. 


‘GRAPES GREAT 
$26,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, March 5. 

‘Grapes of Wrath’ is causing plenty 
of trampling in the Fox vineyard 
here. Rest of the houses seem to 
have bogged down and are working 
off mediocre product and hold-overs 
for average grosses, or below. 

‘Grapes’ came in practically as a 
solo to the Fox, which has been 
using double bills. The only other 
attraction with it is revival of ‘The 
Great Train Robbery,’ advertised as 
a contrast of the progress made in 
35 years of picture making. The 
same Fox hit big here a short while 
|ago with a solo of ‘Hunchback’ but 
'a heavy tie-up with General Motors 
on its ‘Futurama’ short. 

In its sixth week, ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ shows little evidence of any 
| great slump. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Little New York’ (20th) (ist wk., 
2d run) and ‘Young Feel’ (20th). 
Former picture moved here after 
good week at Fox and will bring an 
average $5,000. Last week, ‘Big Guy’ 
(U) and ‘Little Peppers’ (Col), same. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Grapes’ (20th) and ‘Train Rob- 
bery.’. Headed for very big $26,000. 
Last week, ‘Little N. Y.” (20th) and 
‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col), good 
$17,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55)—‘Take Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Chump Oxford’ (UA). Should come 
out with just fair $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB) and 











‘Sidewalks London,’ alright at 
$13,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) 


(3,000; 30-40-55)—'Dr. X’ (WB) and 
‘Castle Hudson’ (WB). Good enough 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Mice Men’ (UA) 
(2d run) and ‘Slightly Honorable’ 
(UA) (2d run), $7,000. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2,000; 75-1.10-1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(6th wk.). Just keeps rolling along; 
fine $26,000. Last week, strong 
$27,000. 


Wilson (2,000: 75-1.10-1.65)—‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (6th wk). Now on three-a- 
day basis and close behind com- 
panion house. Probable $24,000. Last 
week, $25,000. 


| ‘Intermezzo,’ $2,000, 


No Panic in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., March 5. 

Business may not be too fiourish- 
ing this week, but holdovers are 
plentiful enough to make the ex- 
tended-time clamorers chortle’ in 
their beards. ‘Pinocchio’ is stretch- 
ing to 11 days. and ‘Northwest Pas- 
sage,’ which was moved, goes 13 
days. 

Local coffers were choked with 
more money in the week just passed 
than at any time since Jan. ]. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15)—--Phantom Rancher’ 
(Colony) and ‘Outside Walls’ (WB), 
split with ‘Five Peppers’ (Col) and 
‘Legion Lawless’ (RKO), Fair 
enough, $900. Last week. ‘West 
Bound Stage’ (Mono) and ‘Subma- 
rine D-1’ (WB), split with ‘Wife's 
Relatives’ (Rep) and ‘South Border’ 
(Rep), best here this year, $1,000. 

Liberty (Noble-Federer) (903: 10- 
25-40 )—‘Intermezzo’ (UA). Weak 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Castle Hudson’ 
(WB), unimpressive $2,200. 

Lincoln (Cooper - Paramount) 
(1.503; 10-25-40) — ‘Nick Carter’ 
(M-G) with Major Bowes’ ‘Prize 
Winners 1939’ unit, three days, got 
$3,200, swell. ‘Grapes’ (20th) opened 
Monday (4), set for 10 days. Pros- 
pect of $6,000 for stretch, very good. 
Last week, ‘Northwest Passage’ 
(M-G), after seven days here, moved 
to the Nebraska for extended time. 
Initial week, $5,300, super. 

Nebraska (Cooper - Paramount) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Northwest’ (M-G). 
Moveover, plus Norvell, astrologer, 
on stage, likely to get $7,500 for 13 











Buf. Kids Sitting Thru Extra Shows 
Holds Disney to 156; ‘Grapes’ 


Fair 166 


‘Buffalo, Mare 
_ (Best Exploitation: abe * 
Wicket receipts for the current 
stanza are fairly good. ‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ at the Buffalo is fair, while 
‘Pinocchio,’ at the Lakes, is good 
but short of hoped-for figures. : 
Great Lakes’ exploitation of 
‘Pinocchio’ was the big noise around 
town. Gala premiere with plenty 
social atmosphere gave newspapers 
a chance for full coverage. Open- 
ing day was officially designated 
‘Pinocchio Day’ by the mayor, with 
photostats of his proclamation sent 
to several hundred clubs and social 
groups. Store window tieups were 
especially strong. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Grapes’ (20th). Strong getaway but 
slowing up to probably around 
$16,000, fair. Last week, ‘Broadway 
Melody’ (M-G), took bad dip to 
under $12,000, poor. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Pinocchio’ (RKO). Kids sitting 
out more than one _ performance 
eae, largely responsible for 
olding figure to good $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) and 
‘High School’ (20th) (nine days), 
dandy $17,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘é9th’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘High School’ 
(20th). Maintaining bullish stride 
for around $8,500. Last week, ‘Little 
New York’ (20th) and ‘Llano Kid’ 
(Par), stout $8,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Chickadee’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘For. 
gotten Woman’ (U). Drooping to 
tame $5,000. Last week, ‘Chickadee’ 
(U) and ‘Missing Evidence’ (U), tall 
$11,800. 

20th-Century (Dipson-Basi}) (3,000; 
30-40)—‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and 
‘Isle of Destiny’ (RKO). Heavy 
play for femme trade will run this 
over swell $10,000. Last week, ‘Swiss 
Family’ (RKO) and ‘Saint's Double’ 
(RKO), turned wobbly and finished 
with soft $7,000. 


KEMP ORCH-‘WOMAN’ 
TEPID $10,200, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 5. 

Indiana and Loew's are heading 
for ,a photo-finish this week, with 
top money evenly divided between 
both houses. Indiana is back to 
single-feature policy, showing 
‘Grapes of Wrath,’ while Loew’s is 
doubling ‘Northwest Passage’ and 
‘Lone Wolf Strikes,’ latter pic being 
a handicap in hampering weekend 
turnover. Circle, located geograph- 
ically between the two houses, is 
helped some by the overflow, but 
not enough to make ‘Castle on Hud- 
son’ and ‘Granny Gun’ an impore 
tant item atthe bank. Apollo, hold- 
ing over ‘Take This Woman’ and 
‘Marines Fly,’ after first showing at 
Indiana is about average. 

Lyric still feels audience apathy 
to band shows, with Hal Kemp erch, 
once a favorite here, coupled with 
‘Convicted Woman,’ causing no 
crowding at the wickets. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1.100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Take Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Ma- 
rines Fly’ (RKO). Moveover from 
Indiana; average $2.200. Last week, 











‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon 
Deferred’ (U), also a moveover, 
$2.300. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) and 
‘Granny Gun’ (WB). Below par, 


$5,800. Last week. ‘Sidewalks Lon- 
don’ (Par) and ‘Llano Kid’ (Par), 
very poor $3,400. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100: 25-30- 
40)—‘Grapes’ (20th). One of the 
town’s winners with fine $11.000. Last 
week, ‘Take Woman’ ‘(M-G) and 
‘Marines Fly’ (RKO). okay $7,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400: 25-30-40) 
—‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) end 
‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col). Towns 
other winner with $11,000. Last week, 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Five Pep- 
pers’ (Col), so-so $7.000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900: 25-30-40)— 
‘Convicted Woman’ (Col) and Be 
Kemp orch. Not so good. $10,20%. 
Last week, ‘Barn Dance’ ‘(Rer) ~ 
N.T.G. revue on stage; okay $11,500. 


—— 





days, very good. Last week. “Torchy 
Dynamite’ (WB) and ‘Young Fee 
(20th), with Norvell, slapped cowh 
by extensive competition, got ony 
$2,000, slim. 86: 

Stuart (Cooper-Paramount) ! —_ ; 
10-25-40) — ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (‘« 
wk). Got four extra days —_ 
$5,800 first week, aided by Cliff Ee- 


wards personal appearance one 
Wound up Sunday (3) at bese 
good, replaced by ‘Vigil’ ‘R 
Monda 


4). - 
Varsity (Noble-Federer ) (1.0) ‘5 10° 
20-25)—'Blondie Budget’ (Col) #ne 
‘Main Street Lawyer’ (Rep). | Be pi 
than average, due to ‘Blondie,’ $4. 1" 
Last week, ‘Miracle Main geet? 
(Rep) and ‘Fatal Hour’ (Mono), sb!) 





with ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col) end ‘Fivt 
Peppers’ (Col), so-so $1,500. 
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in Philadelphia in Harrisburg, Akron in Hartford in Springfield 
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Beats “Boys Town”? Equals “Boys Town” 
in New Haven in Waterbury, Atlanta in Spokane, Seattle 


Beats “Boys Town” Beats “Boys Town” 
in Portland 





oa 
Beats “The Women” Beats “The Women” Beats “The Women” Great in Cleveland; 
in Louisville, Salt Lake, in Boston, Bridgeport, in Reading, Canton, Columbus, Minneapolis, 
Worcester, Rochester Chicago, Pittsburg, 


St. Paul, Syracuse Providence, Frisco. 
Albany, etc. 


TERRIFIC I 


HELD OVER! Chicago, Minneapolis, Portland, St. Paul, Spokane, Boston (State & Orpheum day and 
date!) Harrisburg, New Haven, Frisco, Seattle, Worcester, Bridgeport, Philadelphia. More coming! 
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US Cos. Vision New Quota Based 
On Coin Presently Spent in Britain; 
Plan Would Improve Quality of Pix 





With several suggested changes in | 
England’s quota law set for discus- 
sion this month, move to realign the 
quota statute so it will be based only 
on the amount of money spent, is 
developing with American com- 
panies. Monetary quota, instead of 
one based on footage plus certain 
labor expenditure minimums, as 
presently, is advocated as more 
workable. Present British quota act 
winds up its second year March 31, 
and if it is altered for the third 12- | 
month period, changes will have to— 
be made before the third year starts | 
April 1. | 

Exhibitor group in England is ad- 
vocating certain changes also, whic 
would lighten its load but would hit 
American companies more drastic- 
ally. Among these is the demand for 
a certain number of pictures an- 
nually. 

Monetary quota idea basically is 
that of permitting the American 
distributor-producer to decide on the 
type of picture it would make. This 
would mean that the U. S. company 
would concentrate funds on one or 
two pictures and live up to quota 
obligations in England instead of be- 
ing hemmed in by a certain amount 
of footage each six months plus a 
certain expenditure for costs per 
film. Main talking point is that it 
would enable American companies 
to produce a vehicle which would 
add prestige to the British picture 
business and at the same time be- 
come a profitable production in the 
world market. Experience has shown 
that the less expensive, no-name 
productions, seldom make money, | 
no matter how cheaply produced. 


Details have not been worked out, | 








but the monetary quota plan would | 
be tied up with the number of fea- 
tures distributed in England pres- 
ently. Thus a company handling 40 | 
features for distribution in. Great 
Britain might conceivably be asked 





to spend $800,000 on films to be mace | 


in the British Isles to comply with 
the quota law. Presently, the com- 
pany handling this quantity of pic- 
tures must make eight features to 
Jive up to the quota if all are single- 
quota subjects. Or it can turn out 
two triple-quota pictures and two 
single ones. Under the new money 
quota, the same company would be 
able to make only one feature cost- 
ing $800,000 or two costing $400.- 
000. Because of the uncertainty 
about production schedules due to 


wartime conditions, American com- | 


panies reputedly figure this to be a 
more just method of handling the 
quota situation. 


New U. S. Headache 
In Antip Interference 
On Yank Investments 


While negotiations are now going 
on regarding the freezing of U. S. 
film rental coin in Australia, foreign 
departments of major 
have learned that the newest, and 








what may prove the biggest head- | 


ache, is that the Aussie government 
threatens to tell American distribs 


how they should invest this frozen | 


coin. 

Film company executives in N. Y. 
claim that it costs more to distribute 
pictures in Australia than any other 


foreign territory. They now antici- | 


pate that Aussie officials will freeze 
50% of the rental money, after de- 
ducting operating expenses, being 
patterned after England’s freezing 
setup. Last week there was a threat 
that the Australian government 
would freeze 75%. 





Guizar’s 2d Mex Starrer 


Mexico City, March 5. 
Tito Guizar is working in his 
second Mexican-made starring vehi- 
cle, ‘Alla en el Tropico’ (‘Down in 
the Tropics’). 
Fernando de Fuentes is the pro- 
ducer-megger. 





REISMAN’S C. A. GANDER 


Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, 
Jeft Friday (1) on an inspection tour 
of offices in Central America and 
Cuba. His initial stop will be in 
Cuba. 

Swing through Central America 
will be concluded about March 22. 





Help! 


London, Feb. 20. 

Promoters of a musical operat- 
ing in the West End approached 
the owners of the theatre to 
have the rental reduced. 

‘But.’ said the owner, ‘You 
have made $2,500 profit the first 
week.’ 

‘Yes, but we expected to make 
$5,000,’ replied the promoters. 


—_ - — 














. Sabotage Probed 


In $450,000 Pathe 
Studio Fire, Paris 


Paris, March 5. 
Possibility of sabotage in the fire 
last Thursday (29) that destroyed six 
Pathe studios in Joinville, Paris’ Hol- 
lywood, is being investigated by 
police. Fire, which destroyed all 
the stages, cameras and sound equip- 
ment, caused estimated damages of 

20,000,000 francs (about $450,000). 
Sabotage theory has been ad- 
vanced because the fire started in the 
studio where Rene Alexander, of the 
Comedie Francaise, is starring in a 
film version of Herman Rausch- 





| ning’s book, ‘Hitler Told Me,’ which 


is practically complete. The films 


| were found intact in fireproof con- 


tainers. 

Fire, which spread quickly 
through the cardboard sets, cuts 
short a deal between Pathe and the 
new film group, Societe Centrale 
Cinematographie, which was to pro- 
duce in the former’s studios. There- 
after, its films were to be released 


| Via the Pathe theatre circuit. 


Seek New Foreign Artist 








Sydney, Feb. 15. 


unless latter receive a weekly sal- 
ary of at least $100. Aussie artists 
should be given a bigger break in 
their home field in preference to im- 
ported talent on a low-scale salary, 
they say. 

Legit and vaude-revue operators 
have stated that such a ban would 





? 
Rowland’s Four Double 
e ‘J a LJ 
Lingo Pics in Mex. City 
Holly wood, March 5. 
William Rowland closed a deal to 
make four pictures, in Spanish and 
English, in Mexico City. First will 


be ‘Magic Melody,’ with music by 
Sigmund Romberg. 


His latest film, ‘Odio,’ a Spanish 
languager, is being released by RKO. 








Joe Hummel Encouraged 
By Biz in Latin America, 
Back After 4-Mo. Survey 


Joseph S. Hummel, Warner’s for- 
eign chief, returned from a four- 
month tour of Latin American coun- 
tries Friday (1) encouraged by im- 
proved business in this market. He 
said that Warners is getting wider 
distribution there than normally, and 
is in a position to benefit greatly 
from any general improvement in 
business in Central and South 
America. Offices in strategic spots 
throughout this territory would be 
responsible for this, he said. 

Hummel! stated that there is a mis- 
conception of the Latin American 
market by the average person, in 
that the biggest customers there are 
foreign nations, and thus far not the 
U. S. 

An interesting development in 
Argentina is the fierce competish 
being provided by distributors of 
Spanish-language films in the in- 
terior of the country. Pictures in- 
clude both native-made and Mexican 
produced films. 

They have been booked in such 
large quantities that 35 weeks in a 
year’s playing time has been taken 








Curb to Aid Australians 


Understood that labor officials will 
| pressure federal politicians to pro- 
hibit importation of overseas artists | 


up. This leaves only 17 weeks at 


| best for American distribs. 





ITALY-U.S. DISCORD STILL 
SAME DESPITE REPORTS 


Despite new reports from Italy 
that American companies are going 
back into Italian distribution, there 
has been no change in the situation, 
according to latest reports at the 
Hays office. F. W. Allport, Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn, rep in Europe, currently is in 
London, having quit Rome some time 
ago when all U. S. negotiations for 
| product re-entry in Italy failed. 


American companies were willing 
to return to Italy, but only on their 
terms and not under the Italian film 
monopoly, whose provisions the 
| Italian government demanded must 
be carried out as the price for Ameri- 
can distribution in the country. 














| 
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: France’s Blackout 

















Mex Pic School 


Mexico City, March 5. 

Mexico's first school of the kind, 
a general and technical educational 
center, operated in accordance with 
the Government’s new socialistic in- 
struction program, has been opened 
here by the national pic workers 
union. 

Similar school, sponsored by the 
Government, recently began operat- 
ing in Italy. 


War Outsrowth — 
Crimps Aussie 











Sydney, Feb. 15. 

Legit in Australia and New Zea- 
land appears due for slim pickings 
unless conditions take a drastic turn 
for the better. War is beginning to 
crimp business and there are no new 
shows in prospect to provide a need- 
ed boost. Recent flop of ‘Under Your 
Hat’ here was a staggering blow to 
both Williamson-Tait, its sponsor, 
and the British principals in the cast. 

According to report, W-T dropped 
$40,000 on the musical during its run 
in Melbourne and here. Manage- 
ment is understood to have lost 
$500,000 during 1939. Edwin Styles, 
Marjorie Gordon, Paul Vernon, Billy 
Holland and Eileen Murphy, who 
were brought here from England for 
‘Hat,’ were cancelled when the show 
folded. They're reported consider- 
ing legal action, but W-T was ap- 
parently covered by a war clause in 
the contracts, which had six more 
weeks to run. 

Recent departure of 30,000 troops 
to Europe has already had some ef- 
fect on theatre attendance, and the 
coming sailing of 30,000 more will 
probably hit business that much 
more. There’s also an indirect ef- 
fect through the loss of income of 
the men taken out of industry as well 
as the tendency of the public to fore- 
‘o costly entertainment as the war 
becomes more serious, 

W-T currently has the Covent 
Garden ballet playing here, the Swit- 
zerland ice show touring New Zea- 
land, the ‘Aladdin’ pantomime in 
Melbourne, and will open a Gilbert 
and Sullivan tour by an English 





company late in March. Nothing 
further is set. 
According to Dorothy Stewart, 


W-T representative in New York, 
her company is considering an Aus- 


Legit Business 


French Info Bureau Violently Attacked 
By Blum in His Demand 


for Its Reorg 


Paris, Feb. 20, 

France’s already roundly de. 
nounced Commissariat of Informa. 
tion—in charge of press, radio and 
cinema—came in for the most violent 
criticism of its stormy six-month ex. 
istence on the opening day of the 
censorship and propaganda debate at 
the Chamber of Deputies last week. 

Leon Blum, leader of the French 
Socialist party, took up most of the 
first day’s debate by demanding a 
total reorganization of the censor. 
ship and information service. He also 
deplored the country’s radio and 
cinema makeup. He mentioned Jean 
Giraudoux, head of French censor. 
| ship, by name, admitting that he had 
|a ‘justly-earned reputation,’ but that 
; he lacked complete authority of his 
| job. 

Xavier Vallat, rightist deputy, 
‘was the only other speaker. He crit- 
icized the application of press cen- 
sorship on personal polemics. The 
debate, at which Premier Daladier 
| was not present, was adjourned until 

Feb. 23. 

| Turning his attention to the radio 
service, Blum said that it was an in- 
strument of propaganda and infor. 
mation. He added that literature, 
music, entertainment and even news 
broadcasts had nothing to do with 
propaganda and, as in England, 
should be separated at the earliest 
possible moment. 


Charges Inefficiency 


| He charged the Commissariat of 
| Information with inefficiency and 
|claimed that it was suffering from 
| “incoherence, bad work and complete 
| lack of coordination.’ He added that 
'as a result of the lack of well di- 
| rected effort and the poor quality of 
|radio programs, more and more 
| French listeners systematically re- 
fused to listen to domestic broad. 
'casts, and were turning to English 
| and Italian stations. 
To the Information Bureau's claim 
‘that there was no news to broadcast, 
Blum countered by saying ‘this is not 
|true. There is plenty, only you 
/must look for it. If there isn’t any, 
{then you must reduce the length or 
/number of news broadcasts and 
| thereby eliminate repetitions, chatter 
{and sketches which are shockingly 
| notorious by their lack of tact and 
' sensitivity.’ 

Commenting on France’s foreign- 
language broadcasts, the Socialist 
'speaker found them generally of 
higher level than domestic news 
| broadcasts, except for German and 
| Austrian programs. He demanded 
| that actors and singers be mobilized 
for the government’s radio service 
| ‘just as certain workers are mobil- 
'jzed in factories.’ 
| Doesn't Spare Films 
| Blum did not spare the cinema in- 
dustry, declaring that in spite of sev- 
| eral attempts to lift it from the dol- 
| drums, nothing had yet been done. 











Continued from page 2 
i hit the stage in Australia. General , 

| rule is to import fairly highly-paid | dbo — a a = 
|} talent for marquee worth, and to! cr Rg: ordeal pen —e 


back the higherups with lesser-paid | 9" giving legit and revue shows, 


tralian company of ‘The Man Who |‘We have no propaganda pictures,’ he 
Came to Dinner,’ but figures it would | added, ‘and French production in 
be too tough to cast at the present | general has fallen away to nothing 
time. Name actor would have to be | when on the contrary it could have 
imported for the male lead. ‘Life ' taken first place on the market.’ 


companies | 


players. This mostly applies to the 

| vaude-revue field, where units of im- 
| ported acts are set to play a five 
weeks’ run in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne, with the option of repeats. 





British Eagle, New Co., 


London, Feb. 20. 

| New film company just formed, 
| British Eagle Productions, Ltd., of 
which Victor Hanbury and Charles 
Urry are the managing directors. 
Starts production with ‘Gentleman 
Adventurer,’ an adaptation of Roland 
Pertwee and John Hastings Turner’s 
play of same name. Cast wil! be 
headed by Norah Swinburne and 
Wilfred Lawson. Shooting, at Joe 
Rock’s studio, at Elstree, starts end 
of this month. 

This will be followed by ‘Walls 
Have Mouths,” the W. Macartney 
bestseller, which was originally in- 
tended to be a quickie, but will now 
be turned into an A feature. 








Condemn Mexico City Studios 
Mexico City, March 5. 
Advancement of civic beautifica- 
|tion programs has killed Mexico's 
first talker studios, La Nacional. Site 
|}and buildings condemned, with in- 
demnification to the owners, to make 
way for a boulevard. Razing starts 
after Easter. 
Antonio Moreno made Mexico's 





i first talker in these studios in 1930. 


another dozen are putting on variety, 
j|about 25 deluxe and nabe cabarets 


l|are again holding forth while an 


|}equal number of dancehalils have 
| been functioning since the final days 
of last year. 

| 


j Restrictions 
| Restrictions in the form of limited 
; audiences, midnight curfews, the 


Schedules Two Pictures | blackout, reduced subway, bus and | 


|taxi service, limited talent and 
| technical labor are the chief dampen- 
| ers in keeping the revival from being 
;complete. Stagnancy in the circu- 
|lation of money and credits are the 
other important contributing factors 
in keeping the laugh biz still in the 
convalescent stage. 

Legit has shown the best recovery 
to date, with almost half of the cap- 
ital’s theatres functioning. They play 
nightly to packed houses—conform- 
ing, however, to Government seating 
restrictions. Since theatres are gen- 
erally smaller than film houses and 
are geared to playing to a few hun- 
dred clients nightly, the upbeat is 
understandable.. Musichall is just as 
successful. 

Quite the same picture cannot be 
painted for the French cinema in- 
dustry. It is still faltering along, 
and only since the start of the year 
has the average of new picts released 
been as high as two weekly. Most 
of the films released have been grade 
|B productions, as distributors are 
still holding on to the better jobs, 
still waiting for that elusive recovery 
and still further loosening of Gov- 
ernment restrictions. 





the authors fear an Australian show- 
ing might hurt prospects of a high 
price for the film rights. W-T is 
particularly anxious to get a Broad- 
way musical, but nothing current is 
deemed suitable. 





Sweden Won’t Curb 





Although Sweden has laid down 
restrictions on the export of cur- 
rency, the Government has informed 
American picture companies in New 
York that it will not restrict the ex- 
port of film rental coin. Ruling 
gives no definite date on how long 
it will be operative, the time limit 
remaining vague. 

Move by Sweden to restrict cur- 
rency was taken to keep all the 
funds possible inside its boundaries. 


Michalove Due Back 


Dan Michalove, National Theatres 
executive who has been in Australia 
to effect the merger of Greater Union 
Theatres and Hoyts circuits, is ex- 
pected back in the U. S. March 18. 
National holds a substantial interest 
in Hoyts. 

Michalove is reported to have a 
new plan, reputedly okayed by 
Greater Union and Hoyts, which 
will be submitted to New York: of- 
ficials for approval. 








With Father’ was sought, but that | 
was unavailable, apparently because | at the press censorship. 


Export of Film Coin’ 


| said 


Most of the criticism was directed 
Although 
| admitting the necessity of censorship 
|on military information, he demand- 
|ed complete liberty of the press on 
the discussion of foreign affairs. _ 

| He accused the censorship of ‘in- 
competence and partiality and €x- 
ceeding the role attributed to it.’ He 
explained that censorship cannot 
function as in other wars because 
of the radio, which cannot be 
dammed. To: round of applause, he 
that France ‘was sufficiently 
strong and intelligent to know the 
truth which somehow sooner or later 
got out.’ 

Blum cited a two-month survey of 
30 American papers and demon- 
strated that German news occupied 
31% of foreign dispatches, Britain 
22',, Finland 13%, Russia 10%, Italy 
7%, Japan 6% and France 5%. He 
said that foreign war correspondents 
complained at the delays of their dis- 
patches, which he added ‘grew whis- 
kers’ by the time they had been re- 
leased for publication. Also caustic- 
ally stated that one American corre- 
spondent has asked ‘if France was 
not putting on a blockade of its own 
news.’ 


_— 


New London Click 


London, March 5. 
‘Nap Hand’ opened strong at the 
Aldwych here Saturday night (2), 
and indications are for a run. 


It’s an exceedingly funny ferce 





about male quintuplets. 
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FRANK McHUGH-ALAN HALE- GUINN ‘BIG BOY’ WILLIAMS: Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Original Screen Play by Robert Buckner « Music by Max Steiner « A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 
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TOO MANY HUSBANDS 


Columbia release of Wesley Ruggles pro- 
duction; directed by Ruggles. Stars Jean 


‘Arthur, Fred MacMurray, Melvyn Douglas, | 


‘lav by Claude Binyon, based upen 
—o W. "someraet Maugham; camera, 
Joseph Walker; editors, Otto Meyer and 
William Lyon; music, Frederic Hollander. 
Previewed at Pantages, Hollywood, March 


4, 40. Running time, 80 MINS. ; 
Vicky Lowndes.....+-+++++5 see Jean Arthur 
Bill Cardew......-+-+eeees Fred MacMurray 
Henry Lowndes......++++.-Melvyn Doughis 
RMR kc ieate tenses dem Harry Davenport | 
Gertrude Houlihan......-. Dorothy Peterson 
PALEP. cocccccccccccsceserere Melville Cooper 
McDermott,....-.-seeeeeeee Edgar Buchanan 
Sullivan.....cceceecesctecvecees Tom Dugan | 


‘Too Many Husbands’ is a light, | 
fluffy and amusing triangle wit 
complications set up when 


os 


{ 


pands on her hands as the first turns | 
up after reportedly drowning a year 
previously in boat cruise. Picture | 
is studded with explosive dialog 
and situations, with the two hus- 
bans pitted against each other in 
highly amusing episodes, while the 


| solutely necessary. 


British and French markets. The 
prison head, Frederic Worlock, is 
characterized as particularly kindly 
in his treatment of prisoners, de- 
spite constrained sternness when ab- 
His _ patience 
with the incorrigible Gable, whose | 
escapades rate drastic discipline, is 
surprisingly confusing. 

Story, in attempt to dovetail stark | 
and dangerous adventure with a re- | 
ligious motif, does not jell to any 
degree of consistency. Shortly after 
establishing the prison setting, the 


| convicts escape and struggle through 


| 
jungle, swamp and sand to reach a | 
hidden boat. Gable saves Miss Craw- | 


| ford from the clutches of a design- 


ing miner en route, and takes her | 
along. It’s a strange group aboard | 
the small open sailboat, the stranger, | 
lan Hunter, dominating with his | 
quiet though definite manner. 

After many days, with hunger and 
thirst decimating the ranks, the boat 
finally reaches the mainland. But 
only four of the original eight sur- 


vive. Yarn then swings through 
some tedious passages until Hunter 
convinces Gable to listen to the voice 
of conscience and do the right thing 
by returning to complete his prison 
sentence—and naturally the girl goes 
along happily, to stand by for his 


wife becomes bewildered while en- 
joying the love and attention show- 
ered on her from two sides. As 
adult entertainment picture will give 
good account of itself at the wickets 
from bee keys Se povmen™. 
‘Husbands’ is very light in texture 
but keeps going at a merry pace | release a few years woe nn 
mainly through deft direction by | Miss Crawford is provided wi - 
Wesley Ruggles and intimate dialog particularly meaty role as the hard- 
and situations provided by scripter | ened dance hall gal who falls hard 
Claude Binyon. Finish is rather in- for the tough convict. Role is a de- 
conclusive with windup unable to parture from those handed her dur- 
provide a climax to the merry mad {ing the past several years by the 
mixup of dual husbands displayed | studio, and reminiscent of her earlier 
throughout. J | work that carried her to popularity 
After Fred MacMurray is _ re-' originally. Although picture has its 
rted dead on a boat cruise. wife, many deficiencies, | the Crawford 
ean Arthur marries his publishing | characterization will give studio 
partner Melvyn Douglas. Couple are | execs idea of proper casting of her 
stunned when MacMurray turns up | talents for the future. 
after being shipwrecked on a desert! Gable is vigorous in his portrayal 
island and husband No. 1 moves in. | of the self-appointed head of the es- 
Then follow rapid-fire antics of | caping convicts, a far from sympa- 
husbands advancing love and atten- | thetic assignment, and he is over- 
tion on their mutual wife, with lat- |shadowed by the reserved but 
ter overwhelmed by the unusual at-| strong-willed Hunter as the re- 
tention from both and refusing to} qeemer of the tough souls assembled 
decide between them while embark- | jn the small boat for a liberty dash. 
ing on a dizzy flirtation adventure | Hekker, Lukas, Bromberg, Cian- 
to keep the two on equal terms. ! j¢1]j, Arledge and Lorre are promi- 
When the husbands become pals for | nent’ in support. Lorre has a par- 


a night and walk out on her to pro- | ticularly despicable role, and pops 








Miniature Reviews 


— 


‘Too Many Husbands’ (Col). 
Bright romantic drama for nice 
business down the line, 

‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G), Gable 
and Joan Crawford must carry 
this one. Meller fails to jell. 

‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par). So-so 
chiller of mediocre calibre. 

‘Millionaire Playbey’ (RKO). 
Mildly amusing for the Penner 
fans, but destined only 2s a. sup- 
porting dualler. 

‘Yeung As You Feel’ (20th). 
Sixteenth ‘Jones Family’ picture, 
one of the best, a cinch in the 
nabes, 

‘Five Little Peppers and How 
They Grew’ (Col). Second in se- 
ries. Weak, nabes the only hope, 

‘Shooting High’ (20th). Jane 
Withers and Gene Autry co- 
starred in implausible western. 

“Westbound Stage’ (Mono). Tex 
Ritter maintains his so far un- 


impressive average with this 
sagebrusher. 

‘Sage of Death Valley’ (Rep). 
Fair western starring Roy 
Rogers. 

‘Marines Fly High’ (RKO), 


Routine meller about lJeather- 
neck daredevils, with Richard 
Dix and Chester Morris. 

‘Face Behind the Scar’ (FA). 
English-made which will do all 
right in the States. Title may 
mean some b.o. 

‘Ants in His Pants’ (Austra- 
lian). Will Mahoney comedy star- 
rer that’s okay for Aussie and 
possibly England. 

‘Semmelweis’ (Hung arian). 
Unpleasant theme limits appeal 
of biography on medico. 

‘Jeunes Filles En Detresse’ 
(French). Dull yarn about a 
girls boarding school. Chances 





vide a lesson she phones the cops | out of shadows at such odd times 


to eventually result in a judicial | . . : 
verdiet that MacMurray is her le- | that audiences will accept him as a 


gal husband. But finish finds Doug- | 
las still hanging around, waiting for 
his chance to move in. 


Direction by Frank Borzage fails 
to hit - — —_ i 
r able direction of Rug- | Seems to be a delayed delivery tha 
ng ae et MacMurray a | disappoints on the whole. _ He has 
ouglas are excellent in the three | not clearly defined the spiritual re- 
leads, each taking advantage of in- | demption angle which also adds to 
dividual opportunities to score. | the audience confusion. The screen- 
Harry Davenport is fine es the wife’s | Play does not help Borzage out of 
father, while Melville Cooper is a his predicament. 
bewildered butler. Dorothy Peter- | 
son is okay in a brief bit at the 
start. 

Picture is provided with top pro- 
duction mounting in all backlot de- 
partments, with photography by | 
Joseph Walker generally excellent. 


DR. CYCLOPS 


(COLOR) 


Paramount release ef Dave Van Every 
production, Features Albert Dekker, Jan- 
; ice Logan, Thomas Coley, Charles Halton, 
| Victor Kilian, Frank Yaconelli. Directed 
| by Ernest Schoedsack. Original screenplay 
by Tom Kilpatrick; camera, Henry Sharp; 
} process photography, Farciot Edouart and 
| Wallace Kelley; editor, Ellsworth Hoag- 


STRANGE CARGO 


Hollywood, Feb. 28. |land. Previewed at Paramount, lL. am 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Frank | March 4, '40, Running time, 71 MINS. 
Borzage production; directed by Borzage; | Dr, Thorkel.........eeceeeeee/ Albert Dekker 
produced by Joseph I.. Mankiewicz. Stars | Dr. Mary Mitchell,.........0+.: Tanice Logan 
Joan Crawford and Clark Gable; features | Bill Stockton...........cecee- Thomas Coley 
Ian Hunter, Peter Lorre, Paul Lukas, Al- | Dr. EES Oe ear Charles Halton 
bert Dekker, J. Edward Bramberg, Eduardo | steve Baker....++s.eeee0..-+-. Victor Kilian 
Ciannelli, Screenplay by Lawrence Hazard, | Pedro........cececececeeees Frank Yaconelli 
based on book by Richard Sale; camera, | Silent Indian.....eeeeeeeeee: Bill Wilkerson 
Robert Planke; editor, Robert J. Kern. | Cab Driver....ccceeeeeeeeeeeees + Allen Fox 


Previewed at Westwood Village Feb. 28, 





’ i j | P ‘ 

*  Teaergetuameaeeaaeane: Crawfora | Here is a fantastic melodrama that 
oo epteerrererreererreri tre Clark Gable |Can generate only minor audience | 
PRMUEGE sc ecsesscsccscesccsucas fan Hunter interest. Will disappoint as a solo 
a — Pig VTC Tee ey Nar fl pended | Or bill topper, with slight chance of 
Moll.-- ss sceceeeceeeoeces Albert Dekker | €Xploitation assisting. Proper groove 
Flaubert....-.+..0+:- J. Edward Bromberg | is for lower dual brackets where it 
TO1EZ, cee eeeceeeeeececees ss Comme | will slip through mildly. 

er cee ec rccccececccoccs . ++ .J0 n Ariedge | In detailing the discoveries of a 
BEIGERU. cccccccccenscscee Frederic Worlock d ° . - 
DER c Cebhne bess 6aceaeus Bernard Nedel) Madman scientist wherein he is able 
ENS costco accaneees Victor Varconi to reduce the size of men and ani- 


mals to miniature pygmies, story and 


The marquee power of Gable and _ direction both fail to catch and hold 


» Crawford will have to shoulder bur- interest. Achieved through con- 
m= den of carrying this one through the tinual use of process and_ trick 
= regular runs for generally lukewarm photography, idea gets lost in a 
and inconsistent returns. Film may jumble and pancakes off for a dull 
get away to good openings, but will | effort. 


not be able to prevent tapering off. 
“Strange Cargo’ is a strange melo- 
dramatic concoction that endeavors 
to mix the adventures of an escaping 
group of convicts from a tropical 
island prison with religious preach- 
ment through inclusion of a mysteri- 


_ Alfred Dekker, researching in the 
jungles of South America, finds a 
rich radium deposit from which he 
can draw concentrated energy for 
experimental use. He has already 
used the power to reduce animals to 
minute size, when a pair of minin 


ous stcanger with Christ-like attri- |engineers (Coley and Kilian) and 
butes. The attempt is not success- two biologists (Miss Logan and 
ful. Combined with this fault is a Halton) arrive and soon discover his 


secret. Dekker gets the quartet, to- 
gether with native Yaconelli, into 
the radium machine room and re- 
In accentuating the duces the group down to beings of 
spiritual redemptions of the various ;@ foot tall. From there on, it’s an 
convict members of the escaping , unexciting adventure to escape the 
group, story builds up with some |™madman, with early expectation of 
rather strong talk and ridicule of his dropping into his bottomless 
the Bible, its passages and teachings. Well finally culminating. As effects 
To the religiously inclined, the | of radium treatment wears off, the 
eventual regeneration of each con- | human guinea pigs gradually return 
vict and acceptance of God within | to normal size for return to the out- 
themselves, may not fully overcome | ‘ide world. 
the earlier attacks which tread on | c , 
thin ice. General audiences may not "€W innovtations in trick and pro- 
catch the symbolism attempted by |CeSs, Photography in Technicolor. 
the author in projecting a man, liv- | Print, as previewed, seemed to be 
ing close to God into the convict out of focus and fuzzy in numerous 
group in order to convert the mot- SP0ts, and camera work is far from 
ley group of killers and thieves. i high. standard of other recent pro- 
What got across years ago on the ductions. 
stage in such plays as ‘Servant in | 
the House, is not easy to bring | ‘DULCY’ TO SIMON 
down to levels for popular consump- Hollywood, March 5. 
tion of screen audiences. | 
The conditions and Ri ony ~ 
risoners in what may be the Frenc . 
sabe colony of Devil's Island, have S°thern at Metro, , 
apparently been toned down con- Picture rolls next week, with Ed- 
siderably to get the picture into the , gar Selwyn producing. 


slow, ploddy technique on the di- 
recting side, overlong footage and 
many dragging passages. 

individual 





torial job on ‘Dulcy,’ starring Ann 


| ten-twent-thirt villyun. | 
His 
| 


Picture introduces some fine and | 


S. Sylvan Simon gets the direc- | 


poor in France, none abroad. 


1 eiemtienataeeada 











Millionaire Playboy 


RKO release of Robert Sisk production. 
Stars Joe Penner: features Linda Hayes. 
| Russ Brown, Fritz Feld. Directed by Leslie 
Goodwins. Screenplay by Bert Granet and 
Charles E, Roberts; camera, Jack MacKen- 





zie; editor. Desmond Marquette. Previewed 
in Projection Room. N. Y., Feb, 28, 1940. 

Running time, 64 MINS, 

| OC. covcrcccccvscesccereccesecers Joe Penner 
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: IARI RR Se ee eee: Tom Kennedy 
0 BRE Orr ree tres Granville Bates 
" 2@ 7 eer ere Arthur Q, Bryan 
TRIORNOT. cccccccccrvesecsnsveved Adele Pearce 
RP Perr rere ye Diane Hunter 
MRD 5666565 6 4:8.0:0:5:0,0.555 0 
Bellhop...cccccscccscceeees- Mantan Moreland 





The script of this one on paper 
|must have appeared a wow. Some- 
where, however, between the type- 
writers and the developing laboratory 
it slipped. It is partially due to the 
direction, partially to the casting of 
Joe Penner’s funnymen satellites, 
‘and mainly to general handling. 
|*‘Millionaire Playboy’ has wound up 
'as one of those things that those par- 
jtial to the star’s brand of comedy 
may find amusing, 

Penner, because he is so definitely 
in that category of comics who are 
| approved by one sector of the popu- 
jlace, abhorred by another, with vir- 











jtually a vacuum in between, defies 
| criticism. Producer Bob Sisk, how- 
| ever, has surrounded him with a cast 
—— aside from vis-a-vis Linda 
| Hayes, is singularly unprepossessing. 
| One at a time they might be all right. 
| Tossed together they add little to the 
comedy effect and rob the film of 
| much possible charm. Included in 
|this group are Tom Kennedy, Gran- 
| ville Bates, Russ Brown and Fritz 
:Feld. Gals who, aside from Miss 
Hayes, have minor roles are okay. 
|Mantan Moreland, Negro bellhop, is 
| Strong in little more than a bit part. 
| Picture gets off on bad footing with 
|silly shots of Penner in infant dress 
jand Jater as a bare-kneed, velvet- 
| trousered boy of eight. It’s distaste- 
|ful, but serves to set the premise that 
/he is girl-shy and is seized with hic- 
| cups every time a femme kisses him. 
His wealthy father, Arthur Q. Bryan, 
hires Brown to cure him. Brown 
takes him to a lake resort run by 
Miss Hayes, which is full of hopeful 
gals and no young men. Unbeknownst 
| to Penner, two of his father’s agents, 
| Kennedy and Bates, are trying to 
buy the place as site for a dam. They 
attempt to scare out the customers 
to encourage Miss Hayes to sell, but 
Penner takes care of that end by 
buying up and burning the notes on 
the place. Meantime, however, he 
sees rehearsals of a play—not re- 
alizing it is that—in which Brown is 
,shot by Miss Hayes with blanks. 
Dummy is then stuffed in a sack 
which Penner tries to get rid of 
thinking he is protecting his love— 
he’s cured of the hiccups by now— 
from the cops. 

Although not new, there’s plenty 
of situation gag stuff in all that. 
'Most of it is missed, however, as 
genuinely funny comedy with the 
only real laugh coming from a shot 
with Penner skimming through the 
water hanging onto an_ outboard 
motor minus a boat. Herb. 








YOUNG AS YOU FEEL 


Lincoln, March 5. 
20th Century-Fox release of John Stone 
production, Features Jed Prouty, Spring 
Byington, Joan Valerie, Russell Gleason, 
Directed by Malcolm St. Clair, Screenplay, 
Joseph Hoffman, Stanley Rauh, from play, 
‘Merry Andrew,’ by Lewis Beach; camera, 





Charles Clarke; editor, Harry Reynolds; 
music, Samuel Kaylin. Reviewed at Ne- 
braska, Lincoln, dual. Running time, 59 
MINS, 
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Sixteenth adventure of the family 
Jones, ‘Young as You Feel’ has ap- 
peal for the entire household, and 
every possibility of reaching the 
best take, or bettering the average, 
of the 15 other scenarios brought to 
gelatinous life. ‘Young as You Feel’ 
shows the first replacement in the 
original stock company, Joan Val- 
erie stepping into the spot formerly 
handled by Shirley Deane as the 
Jones’ eldest daughter. 

Performances of the remainder 
of the cast are sure, which comes 
with frequent repetition in similar 
roles. Jed Prouty, pharmacist, is in- 
duced by his family to give up his 
drugstore after 25 years, and take 
life easy. Becomes immediately ap- 
parent that Prouty takes his new- 
found relaxation uneasily instead, 
and he becomes a problem in house- 
keeping. It’s only after the son, Ken 
Howell, calls home for money that 
he’s saved from rot, because the gang 
decides immediately to go to New 


and brother. 

Kid is being put on by a bunch of 
phonies: George Givot. a pseudo- 
singer; Guy Repp, who loves to 
rumba, but can't signature a check; 
Helen Ericson, an eye-filling babe, 
who goes from courtship to court; 
and a few others. Prouty finds them 
out, but the family wants a fling, so 
he pays the wav. It's only after he 
gets so tired of it, he goes out with 
another druggist and a couple of 
femmes on a binge. that the family 
wants to call it off and scram for 
home. 

Joan Valerie’s assignment in the 
cast gets her only a few feet of film 
and small dialog, but she gives the 
role a certain commonsense treat- 
ment, either by intent or script, 
which it never had before. Pre- 
viously, the daughter, a young bride, 
then young mother, was on the hare- 
brained side. George Givot and Helen 
Ericson do the bulk of the finagling 
with the family, Givot being at home 
with mistreatment of English, and 
the Ericson girl a winner from the 
time she pops a pip of a figure in a 
bathing suit. All the Joneses fill 
their respective bills. 

Malcolm St. Clair’s direction keeps 
the script moving, and although it 
has no particular heft, the writing 
job of Joseph Hoffman and Stanley 
Rauh, is always entertaining. Harry 
Reynolds did the editing, and part of 
the snappy tempo is due him, film 
having been trimmed to just under 
an hour, Art. 


Five Little Peppers at 


Home 
Lincoln, March 2. 


Columbia production and release. Features 
Edith Fellowes, Dorothy Ann Seese, Clar- 
ence Kolb, Dorothy Peterson, Ronald Sin- 
clair, Directed by Charles Barton. Screen- 
play, Harry Sauber, from book by Margaret 


about ‘Peppers at Home,’ because it's 


ment they’ve been demanding for the 
last few years as could be managed. 
But, whether or not the purity peo- 
ple, or anyone else, will go see it, 
remains to be seen. Boxoffice is 
doubtful, even for those who desire 
the saccharine type film. Outside of 
or nabe dates, it has no chance at 

Columbia is nursing the ‘Pepper’ 
series along, this being the second of 
the Margaret Sidney books to gain a 
foothold at the studio, with more 
promised. Trouble with the films 
they make is that the books are about 
good, therefore uninteresting chil- 
dren. Hardly anyone, especially kids, 
will have any truck with the un- 
soiled child type in real life, and 
won t want to buy goody-goody stuff 
of this kind on the screen. More 
fetal about the second ‘Pepper’ story 
is its tediousness, and with one or 
two exceptions, the dullness of char- 
acters, 

Edith Fellowes, once a harum- 
scarem, as leader of the ‘Pepper’ 





clan, never shirks, always does the 


York and check up on the erring son | 


Sidney; camera, Allen Q. Siegler: editor 

Viola Lawrence: music, M. V. Stoloff. Re. | 
viewed at Varsity, Lincoln, dual. Running 
time, 67 MINS, 
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| right thing, and even likes 
dishes, She appears anything but 
natural, and evidently feels the same 
as the camera finds her. Dorothy Ann 
Seese, youngest of the kids, moved 
from way down in feature billing jn 
the first picture, to the next peg be. 
low former. She sets up most of the 
pee ig | interludes. Clarence 
Kolb and Dorothy Peterson, as the 
oldsters, fighting against bankruptcy 
do okay. Ronald Sinclair suffers at 
the hands of a namby-pamby, inef. 
fectual role. Herbert Rawlinson and 
Laura Treadwell, as well as Rex 
Evans, make the best of their short 
calls, 

Story dallies along, waiting unti) 
the last couple of reels to get started, 
when the kids get trapped in »9 
copper mine cavein. Otherwise, it 
hasn’t much on the ball, except the 
slight worry of Kolb’s financial prob. 
lems. Art, 


SHOOTING HIGH 


(WITH SONGS) 


Hollywood, March 1. 

20th-Fox release of John Stone produce 
tion. Stars Jane Withers and Gene Autry 
features Marjorie Weaver, Robert Lowery, 
Katharine Aldridge, Hobart Cavanaugh 
Frank M. Thomas, Jack Carson, Hamiltog 
MacFadden, Directed by Alfred EK, Green, 
Original screenplay by Low Breslow and 
Owen Francis; camera, Ernest Palmer; edie 
tor, Nick De Maggio. Previewed ai Upe 
town, March 1, ‘40. Ruuning time, 68 
MINS, 
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Jane Withers and Gene Autry are 
co-starred in this one, the first west- 
ern he has made off his home lot, 
Republic. The idea indicated smart 
| showmanship, but the execution as 


| demonstrated in the finished pic- 
ture is a complete misfire. 
Shoddy and implausible story, 





which includes silly and ridiculous 
situations and amateurish dialog, can 
| best be compared with the type of 
| yarns concocted by quickie produc. 
'ers 20 years ago, when audiences 
were easy to please. Even the juve- 
| nile trade will laugh at—rather than 
with—the hysterical dramatics pre- 
sented in a jumbled form. 

| Story provides plenty of kitchen- 
ware type of situations in its un- 
folding. There’s an old feud between 
|two families of the western town, 
| with Autry in love with the daugh- 
| ter of the opposition leader. A pic- 
| ture troupe arrives to make a film 
| based on Autry’s hero grandfaiher, 
| with ultimate result that he is in- 
| ducted to play the lead. But a 
| gangster trio turns up and pulls a 
| bank robbery instead of the phoney 
| stickup as provided by the script. 
| Autry follows the high-powered car 
| over hills on straightaways aboard 
| his trusty steed, finally catching the 
| culprits in most convenient fashion. 
| This saves the picture, the town 
| bank and the girl. 

| It’s all strained and incredulous. 
| Autry is cast as a synthetic cowboy 
| of mail-order calibre. Jane Withers, 
| daughter of the rival leader, is Au- 
|try’s pal and Cupid-inspiring moe 
tivation, Marjorie Weaver is the ro- 
mantic interest; Robert Lowery and 
Katharine Aldridge the visiting film 
stars, and Hobart Cavanaugh is the 
town’s barber-sheriff. 

| Autry sings four songs during the 


running, two as duos with Miss 
| Withers, They are adequately 
/ spotted, but not too important for 


| pop appeal. Alfred Green does the 
best he can with the innocuous story 
material provided, but his is an im- 
possible task. 

Picture will not raise the stand- 
| ings of either Autry or Miss Withers, 
and will have to depend entirely on 
the juvenile trade for bookings. 


WESTBOUND STAGE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Lincoln, March 1. 


Monogram Pictures release of Ed Finney 
production, Stars Tex Ritter. Directed by 
Spencer Gordon Bennet, Scenario, Robert 
Emmett; story, John Foster; camera, Mare 
cel LePicard; editor, Fred Bain: score. 
Frank Sanucct; songs, Johnny Lange »nd 


lew Porter, Reviewed at Colonia). Lin- 
coln, dual, Running time, 53% INS, 
BOR a cis erse eens ve eee Te rex Ritter 
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Fully six minutes of ‘Westbound 
Stage’ get away before its star, Tex 
Ritter, comes into camera range, & 
departure from formula in the sage 
sagat, where the hero must come 
early, come riding hard, or come 
shooting. 

Ritter tosses two tunes to the sound 
track, neither too well vocaled. Fur- 
thermore, he mugs with both mouth 
and tonsils. 

John Foster’s story, mapped for 
| camera by Robert Emmett, has him 
as a trail scout, tracking Reed 
| Howes, a jailbird and leader of ® 
band of road agents. Latter had 
|preyed upon an army train ane 
looted it, killing most of the crew al- 
tached. Ritter baits the trap lt 
catch the gang by using & $30,000 

(Continued on page 18) 
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MAN-SIZE WALLOP! 


-.-for the year’s great- 
est woman’s picture! 
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Walter Wanger’s most important 
picture since his prize-winning 
“Stagecoach”. A RAFT of ro- 
mantic dynamite for the ladies. 
Plus BENNETT as a smoldering 


invitation to the men... 
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WESTBOUND STAGE 


(Continued from page 16) 


gold shipment via stage, and it 
works. oo 
st gets most we 
MeDowell, packhorse handler and 
straight for Ritter; Muriel Evans, 
better than the run of western femi- 
nine players; Reed Howes, who broke 
out of Kansas penitentiary to harass 
the trails, and Tom London, who | 
uses the double-X whenever ii serves 
i st to do it. | 
Me octor Spencer Gordon Bennet | 
could have laid on the lash at vari- 
ous times, but evidently was afraid 
of getting the film done too soon. | 
Story stretches too far out cae | 
it has to tell. Cameraman didn’t pay 
proper attention 


to light in many | 
places. 


k out of Nelson 








No worse, and no better, | 
than Ritter has done before. Art. 


Saga af Death Valley 


wublic release of Joseph Kane produc- 
aon eave Roy Rogers; features George 
‘Gabby’ Hayes, Donald Barry, Doris Day, 
Frank M. Thomas. Slory, Karen De Wolf; 
adaptation, Stuart Anthony and Karen De 
Wolf; editor, lester Orlebeck ; photography, 
Jack Marta. At Cencent, N. Y.,. dual, week 
Feb. 29, "40. Running time, 55 MINS, 
: : ...-Roy Rogers 
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Not the best western ever made, 
but one that rates suitably in filling 
average demands, whether or not 
Roy Rogers is a local pull. He is 
one of Rep’s youthful western stars, 
while Donald Barry, who plays his 
brother in this picture, is also step- 
ping out shortly on his own as a boy 
above the title. ' : 

Familiar plot figures in this Rog- 
ers starrer. Cutting off of the water 
supply by an unscrupulous group, in 
order to extort from the ranchers, 
forms the fulcrum of the story. A 
little kidnaping is also thrown in. 
as kid brothers, the latter kidnaped. | 
They grow up. unknown to each | 
other, until at the finish, when the | 
villain reveals the identity. In this | 


one they bump off Barry. 





Face Behind the Scar 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Film Alliance release of Pressiei Staftord | 
production, Features Griffith Jones, Rosas | 
lyn Boulter, Cecil Ramage, James Hare | 
court, Directed by W. Victor Jtanbury, 
Story, Akos Tolnay; adaptation, Re cinald | 
Ions; no other credits, At Central, No Yeo j 
Running time, 


dual, week Feb, 2, °40. 

i3 MINS, } 
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A good boxoffice title, ‘The Face 
Behind the Scar’ is far superior to | 
most English-maces and on all counts 
shapes up satisfactorily for the 
American market. Only the accents 
of the tight little isle tip ils origin, 
but they are not too pronounced, | 

The story is a workmenlike job, 
including the dialog. Latter is not: 
in redundance, as sometimes hap- 
pens, since there is plenty of action 


‘to keep the film from standing still. 


Plot. of which the construction is 


'sood, builds from a quickly-planted 
| premise 


and involves a set of situ- 
ations which not only holds the in- 
terest well, but also sustains the 


_suspense effectively. 


Concerned are a young chemist 
and the daughter of a peer. Their 
attempt to get married, against par-' 
ental wishes and the machinations of 
a rival, end in a murder charge be- 
ing pinned on the man who fiddles 
with the test tubes. Played by Grif- 
fith Jones, a cap2ble actor though 
not an especially romantic type, he 
flees to South Africa and under an- 
other name advances rapidly in his, 
profession. A laboratory explosion | 
that is a bit theatrical mars his face, | 
and he feels safe in accepting a job 
offered him in London. Although | 
the scars fail to disguise him suf- 
ficiently to expect they would elude | 
the more amateurish of police, the | 
implication is that he accepts be- , 
cause the offer comes from the man | 
who married the gal left behind him | 
years before. Also, because he 
wants to see the girl once more. 

He is recognized by the boss and | 
his wife, ultimately being tipped to | 
the police at about the same time he} 
himself informs the police who he is. | 


‘'achievement. 


‘for the picture so far. 


ing how the Center carries on its 


work hour after hour, day and night, 
week after week. Similarly, the con- 
tinuous line of expectant mothers 
entering the Center, or the succes- 
sion of visits by the doctors to the 
various homes in the slums, each 
with its brief, grim, .exciting, life- 
and-death struggle. 

The cast is small; just a handful 
of actors and the doctors, nurses, 
patients, etc., of the Maternity Center 
and the people of the tenements. 
Most of them, who never faced a 
camera before, retain their natural- 
ness. The professional actors, on the 


-other hand, play so skillfully that 


they seem not to be acting at ail. 
Even Myron McCormick contrives 
somehow to suggest the mounting 
intensity of the successive scenes 


without betraying the actor under- , 


It is a brilliantly colorless 
Storrs Haynes 
Will Geer also underplay eloquently. 

Naturally, the major credit for the 
picture’s success must go to Lorentz, 


neath. 


who wrote the adaptation, produced | 


and directed the work, as well as 
supervised the editing. It is an ex- 
pert job on all counts, even topping 


his work with ‘Plough’ and ‘River.’ 


And despite the picture’s doubtful 
subject matter, from a commercial 
standpoint, it is so superlatively done 
that it merits a wide audience and 
boxoffice appeal. Certainly it can’t 
fail to win glowing critical reaction. 
Touis Gruenberg’s score is unusually 
expressive, while Floyd Crosby’s 
photography brings out the lifelike 
quality of the subject. 

Most of ‘Fight’ was shot silently in 
Chicago, with isolated scenes taken 


|in Detroit, Cleveland and other mid- 


western industrial cities. One or 
two bits were filmed on the Coast, 
and the dubbing and cutting were 
also done there. 

No national release has been set 
‘River’ was 
relecsed on a gratis basis through 
Paramount, but ‘Fight’ will probably 
be distributed by the U. S. Film 
Service itself. It opens an indefinite 
test run today (Wednesday) at the 
Belmont, N. Y. o 


ANTS IN HIS PANTS 


(WITH SONGS) 


; y ! ° . 
nn aes Se oe Te He’s cleared for the desired finish, | (AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
, . = , as expected. 
¢ ‘ rs. The . | Sydney, Feb. 15. 
ao *y gen | th a ‘ Doris | Strongly supporting Jones, seen | British Empire Filme release of (Cine- 
ir] is a pop-ey genue. ‘al | for the first time in America accord-' sound production. Stars Will Mahoney, 
ay, who shows nothing special.| ing to the vress book, are Rosalyn| Directed by William Freshman.  Screen- 


George ‘Gabby’ Hayes accounts for | 
strong support, as always. Char. 


MARINES FLY HIGH 


RKO release of Robert Sisk production: 
executive producer, l.ee Marcus. Stars 
Richard Dix, Chester Morris, Lucille Boll; 
features Steffi Duna, John Eldridge. Di- 
rected by George Nicholls, Jr., and Ben 
Stoloff. Story by A. C. Edington; screen- 
play by Jerry Cady and Lt. Commander 
A. J. Bolton; musical director, Roy Webb: 


editor, Frederic Knudtson; camera, Frank 
Redman. At Rialto, N. Y., week March 4, 
40. Running time, 68 MINS. 
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Despite the presence of screen vets 


Boulter, Ellis Jeffreys. Athole Stew- | play, William Freshman; camera, George 


riott. 
the married man living with an un- 
happily-hitched wife. He is a char- 
acter type rather than a leading man. 
Miss Boulter, London romantic in- 
terest, and Miss Marriott, South 
African love-interest, are both bet- 
ter thon the average. Char. 








| THE FIGHT FOR LIFE 


U. S. Film Service release of Pare Lorentz | 


production; written and 
Lorentz, Adapted from 
hook, ‘The Fight for 
Gruenberg; 


directed by 
Paul de Krvuif's 
Life’; score, Louis 
orchestra conductor, Alexander 
Smallens; camera, Flovd Crosby. 





Reviewed 





in Projection Room. N. Y., Feb. 29, ‘40. 
| Running time: 68 MINS, 

gl Rare: pee Myron McCormick 
LEE TMMOM se cccccsccsccescs es SOK Haenen 
SORES MRI 6 5.8 eve 05 ECGS KER EEE Will Geer 
ge ae eres Dudley Digges | 
| Young Woman..........cee. Dorothy Adams 


Boi 4 rr Dorothy Urban 


Richard Dix and Chester Morris this | OCONEE... ciessceercesees Effie Anderson 


is mighty thin fare. 
tion, silly situations and 


Implausible ac- 
inane di- 





Pare Lorentz, whose ‘Plough That 


rection of a routine meller about the | Broke the Plains’ and ‘The River’ for 


military is largely responsible. 
tirely for the double-bracket trade 


popularity of the two male stars. 


En- | the U. S. Government drew enthusi- 
, | astic critical praise and also won 
and then not likely to enhance the | substantial 


boxoffice success, has 
| produced a third picture, this one 


An attempt to develop the barren | feature-length. Made for the Office 
officer-versus-officer for one girl’s| of Education of the Federal Security 
hand theme is snowed under when! Agency, it is another documentary 
the marines go into action while | and, like its predecessors, offers evi- 


ambushed in a Central 


village. 


only way to end the film. 


down a marauding 
been pillaging the cocoa planters. 


There’s much of this ‘yes- sir’ ma- 


neuvering and duty to the service 
But most of it is mawkishly stilted 
When a group of 


American 
Later the idea is dragged in 
again for a climax, possibly as the 
Interest 
is focused on two leatherneck air- 
plane pilots, Dix and Morris, both 
lieutenants, in their effort to track 
guerilla who's 


.|Chicago, of its work 
.;among the poor of the slums and 
marines finally 
swing into action against old Ven- 
gador’s bandit crew, the incredulous , education of mothers. 


‘dence to favor conservation. But 
where ‘Plough’ and ‘River’ dealt with 
|natural resources, ‘Fight’ is con- 
;cerned with conservation of human 
resources. Titled ‘The Fight for 
Life,’ it has been adapted from chap- 
ters in Paul de Kruif’s book of the 
same name. 

Specifically, the picture shows the 
| activities of the Maternity Center in 
in obstetrics 


, tenements, as well as its training of 
young internes and prenatal care and 
In a larger 


happens thick and fast. The marines! sense, however. ‘Fight’ is an enor- 
are outnumbered about 10 to 1 but! mously engrossing, illuminating and 
manage to hold out until distant help impelling study of the question of 


arrives—or at least supposedly ar-j; public health 


rives because 


service, of medica] 


the picture never care, diet, housing, and the whole 


clearly shows this. It merely depicts | broad problem of social betterment. 


the plane carrying off the heroine 


and two wounded men. 


Richard Dix is simply Richard Dix of 
excepting that he wears marine | 
Chester Mor- | 

ris several! times shows indications 
of rising above the strange happen- 
He doesn’t fit the leather-neck | 


Zarb in this picture. 


ings. 
role particularly well. 


| Like any factual document, it is 
| propaganda. But its stern avoidance 
of preaching or argument, its ob- 
jective realism, stark matter-of-fact- 
ness and manifest honestv, give it 
| extraordinary eloquence and dra- 
| matic impact. From the opening 
scene, in which the woman dies of 


Lucille Ball | childbirth in the hospital operating 


again demonstrates that she’s an up- |; room, to the choking finale of an- 
and-coming young actress though | other mother brought safely through 


there are far too many closeups 
Horace MacMahon 


.| a hemorrhage after a precarious all- | 
steals the few night fight by the doctors in the 


laughs and better action scenes while dingy tenement, the picture moves 
John Eldredge has been seen to bet- with steadily rising interest. 


ter advantage. 
likeable dancing native girl. 


role. 

Dialog is nearly as trite as the| 
yarn. Frank -Redman’s photography 
is first-rate. The production is im- 


pressive, the background music al- 
ways telegraphs impending develop- 


Steffi Duna makes a | 
Ethan 
Laidlaw again has a typical villain | 


The technique of repetition. so ef- 
fectively used in ‘The River,’ is again 
employed with telling force. This 
time the Maternity Center reception- 
ist is shown over and over again, 
answering the phone and _ asking: 
‘Has she had a baby, or is she having 
a baby? What is your name? Where 
do you live? Is she in pain? Don't 


ments, as if the audience didn’t | worry; the doctor will come right 


know. Wear. 


iaway.’ And so on and on, suggest- 


| 


art. Cecil Ramage and Sylvia Mar- | 


Heath; and 


Run- 


special music, Will Mahoney 
Bob Geraghty. At Capitol, Sydney. 


Ramasze stands away out as| ning time, 71 MINS. 


| Barney ee Will Mahoney 
| Eve Cameron.... Shirley Ann Richards 





3 Repose an aeinieny: jean Hatton| nil, all the big guns laugh at his | 
| Kitty Katkin......--.eee eee eee Evie isd ideas. Saving women's lives by | 
| Killer west eeeceserreeesseeeed Alec kellaway | washing hands is too simple, they | 
Po ee... Sree John Fleeting | 1 h. b c lwele is ~ | 
| Worthington Howard....... Sidney Wheeler | @UgN, ut Semmelweis is too busy | 
| MGS. 06: faery Ronald Whelan| keeping women alive to heed them. 
pe Cameron. ..ccsscccece 7“ snot ieee | See a few believe in him, but his 
{| SMALKOCYV . wc ccc ccc ccccescessseees arry Adby | : - J 
S Signor FUdGIDNGs «600606560000 Lou Vernon | work Is nearly doomed to fr ustra 

iOtP SURMOe TERN occ cccsswnvas Harold Meade /| tion when. after temporarily finding 


| Pressman Bob Geraghty 





| ‘Ants,’ originally titled ‘Come Up 
| Smiling,’ is just happy hokum de- 


signed for centers where easy Jaughs | 
Will Mahoney, a fave | 


‘count most. 


‘here for months on vaude-revue 


loops, is no celluloid nifty, but he} 
| times his stuff neatly to gain best re- | 


| sults, 
| The American’s best bet is an im- 


| personation of Al Jolson in a ‘Mam- | 


| my’ number. 
of sheep for 


Here he uses a flock 
‘Mama’ 


pleases with his dancing quality and 
‘other vaude-revue antics. 

William Freshman, a scripter from 
Elstree, was given the directing job 
by Ken G. Hall, who usually does 
the directing for Cinesound. Fresh- 
man paces the pic nicely and keeps 
laughs coming freely. Pic, apart 

i from Mahoney’s paycheck, does not 
look costly and should experience 
| little difficulty in fitting top spot on 


duals for okay boxoffice returns. Not | 


much chance of U. S. sales, but pic 
may make out fine in England, where 
Mahoney’s name means something 
through his long association there 
with vaude, 
_ Jean Hatton is a very promising 
juve with a sweet, fresh voice and 
considerable charm. Youngster in- 
dicates Hollywood possibilities be- 
cause, apart from a splendid singing 
voice, she knows how to handle dia- 
log in a refreshing way. Evie Haves, 
Mahoney's English :wife. makes the 
most of a small part. Rest of cast 
quite adequate. 
high standard, and sets 
Thompson show originality. 
There's little to the story. 
honey, partner in a sideshow on a 
carnival runaround, is drawn into a 
boxing bout in order to win money 
so that girl’s voice can be saved. 
Finally wins out and lass is given 
coin to go abroad and obtain services 
|of renowned specialist. Fight se- 
/ quences are genuinely funny and 
| build vic to a smash laugh finale. 
Musical numbers, too, hold attention. 
Rick 


by Eric 





Welles Starts June 1? 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Studio’s not saying so positively, 


and | 


] atmosphere | 
and panics the mob. Mahoney, too. | 


Camera work is of | 


SEMMELWEIS 


(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
Budapest, Feb. 18. 


Hunnia release of Mester Film production, 
Directed by Endre Toth, Screenplay by 
Joseph Babay, Laszlo Hihary, Laszlo Kale 
mar and Sandor Nagymihalyi, adapted from 
Dr. William Mueller’s book; scenario, Mare 
tin Vinee; music, adaptations from Beet- 
hoven and. original numbers by Charles 
Friehlich; camera, Istvan Kiben, At Radius 
and Casino, Budapest. Running time, 80 
MINS, 

Semmelweis Theodore Uray 
Prof. Rokitansky......0++0e04 Arthur Somlay 
Prof. -Markusovezkv.cccccccces Lajos Vertes 





biography in Hungarian, a truly rep- 
| resentative picture worthy of _ its 
| subject, Dr. Semmelweis, who wiped 
{out childbed fever. The central 
| character is of universal interest, the 
story has its dramatic highlights, the 
i period background—middle of nine- 
teenth centurv—is attractive, and 
i Theodore Urav's presentation of the 
| tragic figure is exceptionally fine. 
Yet, ‘Semmelweis’ fails to come up 
to expectations. It is essentially an 
unpleasantly themed film, and ac- 
/ cordingly lacks boxoffice power for 
that reason. However, the yarn sug- 
gests possibilities for adaptation 
purposes on Hollywood standards. 
Story belongs more or less in the 
realm of imagination, and this is the 
weakest part of the picture. Sem- 
melweis’ work in the obstetrics ward 
of the university clinic, where young 
mothers die by the score from an 
unknown fever, forms the crux of 
the yarn. Professor Klein, his su- 
perior, along with medical authori- 
| ties the world over, contends that it 
lis a contagious disease and nothing 
'ean be done about it. Semmelweis 
| dees not believe this. discovers that 
| patients only handled by midwives, 
and not doctors, manage to survive. 
When one of his colleagues, show- 
ing the same symptoms as the women 
who die of childbed fever, succumbs 
to blood poisoning, Semmelweis 
knows that it is the doctors them- 
selves who bring infection to the 
| women, carrying death on_ their 
| hands when they go to the obstetrics 
wards _ straight from dissecting 
corpses. Accidentally. he stumbles 
|upon the remedy. makes students 
|and assistants disinfect their hands 
| by washing them in chloride of lime. 
| Although this simple measure brings 
|down fever death figures to almost 








recognition as a university professor 
and head of a large hospital, he 
winds up behind asylum bars, a vic- 
tim of his own unselfish labors and 
years of humiliation. 

Uray is first rate. and so are most 
of the men. above all Arthur Somlay 
as Professor Rokitansky. But Elsie 
|Simor as Mitzi. although pretty, is 
uninteresting as Uray’s former sweet- 
| heart. and Margit Arpad, as 
faithful Maria. who becomes Mrs. 
Semmelweis, also has little appeal. 

Jacobi. 





Jeunes Filles En Detresse 
(‘Girls in Distress’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

| Paris, Feb. 20. 


Lux release of Glohe production. Stars 
Andre Luguet, Jacqueline Delubac: features 
Marcelle Chantal, Louisa Carletti, Micheline 


° 


| Presile. Marguerite Moreno, Directed by 
| G. W. Pabst. Sereenplay, Peter Quinn: 

dialog, Tristan Bernard: camera, Michel 
| Kleber. At Imperial, Puris. Running 
| time, 95 MIEUINS, 





G. W. Pabst’s last megging effort 


in France, before hoofing it back to | 


Nazi Germany just before the out- 
break of war, is a dull, uninspired 
| work full of inconsequentials. There 


are b.o. names to help dress provin- | 


cial marquees, but 
early demise in 

chances abroad nil. 
| It seems vaguely inspired by 
\‘Maedchen in Uniform’ and other 
picts of the same ilk, with a girl’s 


it 
the 


is slated for 
capital, with 


| pension as background. Divorce and 
| how to put an end to it. however, is 
| the underlying theme. The technical 
| handling of is 
| ; fine photog- 
Aside from that, it is Pabst 
|at his worst. - 

|. The major part of the reeling is set 
_In the pension. Some 95% of the 
| Students are girls deposited there by 
| divorced parents who do not know 
| what to do with them. including 
Stage actress Jacqueline Delubac’s 
daughter played by Louisa Carletti. 
Micheline Presle is an exhibit piece 
because her parents are together. 
This state of things does not last 
| very long, however, for her lawyer- 
father (Andre Luguet) is introduced 


| but starting date for Orson Welles’ | to Miss Delubac during a school visit, 


‘first picture at RKO probably will be | 


June 1. 

Nature of the film is a deep, dark 
mystery. Welles originally had on 
his slate ‘Heart of Darkness’ and 
| ‘Smiler With a Knife,’ but it can't be 
_ ascertained whether’ either 
_ actually be used as his initialer. 


will} 


which gives birth to an affair. Her 
mother (Marcelle Chantal). a doctor, 
consequently leaves Luguet. 

Divorce is about to result when 
Micheline Presle and her schoolmates 
visit Miss Delubac and convince her 
}to give up her man. Meanwhile, 
| Louisa Carletti attempts suicide after 
learning that her mother is about to 
break up her friend’s home. All ends 


Semmelweis’ father......566.- Julius Gozon 
Semmelweis’ mother,..........¢ Julia Ligeti 
TS RPPrre rrr eat Elizabeth Simor 
BEOSIN.. .. so o.6:0.0.6.0:0.0:0 0n0s 665-5504 eT 
MVS 5 505 c:csdeueeieeeensseus Theodore Bilicsi } 
Peak, Ini, <0sened basses ous Bela Mihalyffi 
Pe ees eee eer TT Margit Vago. 
The Great Barnum........0.. Gustav Partos 


No expense and trouble has been | 
spared to make this, the first screen | 


the | 


———=2 


according to Hoyle, 
Chantal and Presle on 
Delubac and Carletti 
all reunited. 

All the grownups act without con. 
viction although the bevy of girls in 
their teens act as if they were vet. 
ting plenty of fun out of it. Luguet 
and Miss Chantal rate highest with 
Miss Delubac turning in another dub 
appearance. Mme. Moreno, as the 
dean, is average, with most of the 
routines at the school below stand. 
ard. Miss Carletti turns in the best 
appearance among the girls and may 
be heard from later. She physically 
resembles Simone Simon. Miss Presle 


with Lugue 
one hand, “| 
On the other 














does a workmanlike job. Ravo, 
. 

| 500 Films 

| Continued from page 5 

| providing an additional 15. Present 


indications are that it will turn out 
31 in the studio instead of 37. Of 
the 15 indies, nine have been com- 
pleted or are in the cutting room, 
until next season, giving the com- 
pany a total of 49. 

There appears a_ possibility at 
Universal, too, of a cut because of 
the high number to which the stu- 
dio is committed this season, al- 
though there has been no official] 
word. Promised were 57, of which 
40 were features, seven Arlen-Devine 
actioners, seven westerns and three 
by Harry Edington’s Famous Produc- 
tions. Edington delivered one and 
has since left the studio. 

United Artists slated 40, although 
it appears fairly certain that that 
total won't be reached, partially be- 
cause of what the war has done to 
Alexander Korda’s production and 
the death of Douglas Fairbanks, 
Several new producers have been 
added, however, and others are in 
prospect so that, if anything, UA 
will contribute more next vear than 
in the past. 

Republic and Monogram are both 
likely to produce the same number 
as this year. Rep has scheduled 24 
features and 24 westerns, while 
Mono’s slate includes 32 features and 
| 16 westerns. 

Despite the failure of the studios 
to cut the quantity next season, most 
of them, from present indications, 
appear to be going through with 
plans for reclassification of budget 
groups. Everyone is promising more 
A’s and few if any B’s, although, of 
course, such talk is accepted only 
with a shakerful of salt at this sea- 
son of the year. 

Reason for the lack of cuts was 
made clear by Joe Schenck a few 
weeks ago. Former prez of the Pro- 
| ducers’ Association, Schenck de- 
'clared that every studio would like 
| to cut its number, but feared to do 
| so if other companies didn't do like- 
| wise. He said it was impossible to 
| get them together on it, and as the 
| European financial pinch is not badly 
| hurting, the previous quantities are 
| being adhered to. 











Orchs’ Pace 


(Lo Continued from page | 








handles the same chore on Miller's 
| Chesterfield commercial. Late eve- 
'ning shows, when Dorsey had to be 
| with his own crew, were directed at 
| various times by Gene Krupa, Dick 
| Stabile and Charlie Barnet. Krupa’s 
|band is almost next door at the 
| Fiesta Danceteria, Stabile’s is at the 


| Essex House, and Barnet’s is also 
,nearby at the Lincoln Hotel. Dor- 
|sey’s own band follows Miller's at 


the theatre, coming in March 13. 
Calloway’s 3-In-! 

Cab Calloway plays what may be 
|}a record number of one-nighters in 
| the space of 24 hours when his band 
gathers in three single stands in a 
day’s stretch March 25. And the last 
one is 142 miles away from the first, 
which means the outfit will grab 
what rest it can aboard a bus. 

First stand is a midnight hop be- 
cause of a blue law prohibiting Sun- 
day shindigs. Starts at midnight and 
ends at 4 a.m. in the Danville Ar- 
mory, Danville, Va. Next begins at 
11 a.m. and ends at 3 p.m. 72 miles 
away at Winston-Salem, N. C. Its @ 
luncheon hop. Third is at Durham. 
N. C., another 70-mile jump, from 9 
p.m. to midnight. 

Charley Christian, Benny Good- 
man guitar player, collapsed be- 
tween shows at the Chicago theatre, 
Chicago, 1 st week, and was removed 
to the hospital with a fever of 103. 


Oily Ballyhoo 
Houston, March 5. 

Bring ‘Boom Town’ te Houston 
for its world premiere contend the 
|organizers of a campaign to bring 
|Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy. Hedy 
| samarr and Claudette Colbert to the 
| Oil capital for opening of this Metro 
| picture, ; 

‘What’s Atlanta got that we haven ! 
got?’ They ask. ‘We've got oil.’ 
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Wednesday, March 6, 1940 VARIETY 


YOU WON! 











GAS Se 


The wide acclaim accorded 


WALT DISNEY'S 
te JGLY DUCKLING” 


as winner of the 


ACADEMY AWARD 


makes this great short a natural to rebook 
% Number six in 


see KOR EASTER WEEK! 


Academy Award 
for six con- 
secutive years! 
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Advance Production Chart 





; Hollywood, a : 
ite war crises, labor difficulties and other bugaboos besetting Holly- 
Pays A start of ‘the 1989-40 season, majority-of the major plants find 
themselves in a better position than ever — as to product completed | 
ting to meet distribution demands, : 

ee ne well ahead on pictures, has outdone itself during cur- 
rent stanza and needs only one more feature to hit cameras before come | 
leting a promise of 48. wee 
Twentieth-Fox is also near the finish with three more to hit starting line | 
to round out @ promised 52. Paramount is well in front with four to go,, 
although studio sliced its season’s commitment to 52 instead of originally 
announced 58. Metro continues its march, running heavy on number in 





rk (eight), and needing only seven more to finish the 52 promised. Uni- 
Sea eos te a total of 61, ic only 15 behind, and United Artists, usually 
a laggard on completing product announced, lacks only 18 before total of 
40 is reached, O will undoubtedly trim total of 58 at which it was origi- 
nally shooting. Instead of 37 features and six westerns, studio expects to 
make 31 features, plus prairie dramas, with the possibility features may be 
further sliced. Outside production units are scheduled to take care of the 
15 other pictures needed to total the 52. ; 
Currently shooting lists 37 pictures, with another 61 in the cutting Toons 
and total of 167 still to go before promise of 517 made by 10 studios is 
fulfilled, 








7 eee terion in 
Number Nember Now 
ef Pix Ceom- Sheet- Cutting Before a- 
Premised picte ing Reoms Cameras tien 
Features .......008 4e = ; ; | = 
te eeeeevevece 16 
} no lee 4 l 4 rs) 3 s 
Totals eeseveseeese ee 26 3 8 28 28 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 

‘PASSPORT TO ALCATRAZ,’ meller; produced by Larry Darmour; 
directed by Lewis Collins; no writing credits released; photographed by 
James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Noah Beery, Jr., C, Henry Gordon, 
Cecilia Callejo, Guy Usher, Clay Clement, Robert Fiske, Harry Cording, 
Maxie Rosenbloom, Al Bridges, Lee Phelps, Ben Weldon, Jack Adair. 

‘ESCAPE FROM THE BIG HOUSE,’ formerly titled ‘MEN WITHOUT 
SOULS,’ meller; producer, Irving Briskin; director, Nick Grinde; screen 
play, Robert Andrews and Joseph Carole; original by Harvey Gates; pho- 
tographer, Benjamin Kline. Cast: John Litel, Barton MacLane, Rochelle 
Hudson, Glenn Ford, Richard Fiske, Cy Kendall, Dick Curtis, Eddie Laugh- 
ton, Johnny Tyrell. 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 

‘THE DOCTOR TAKES A WIFE,’ comedy-drama; produced by William 
Perlberg; director, Alexander Hall; screen play, George Seaton and Ken 
Englund; original by Aleen Leslie; photography, Sid Hickox. Cast: Loretta 
Young, Ray Milland, Gail Patrick, Reginald Gardiner, Edmund Gwenn, 
Gordon Jones, Hal K. Dawson, Frank Sully, Chester Clute, Stanley Brown, 
Frank Orth, Frank Darien, Charles Halton, Don Beddoe, Charles Lane, 
Olin Howland, Emma Tansey, Sumner Getchel, Renie Riano, Dix Davis, | 
Gertrude Sutton, Eddie Laughton. . aay ae 

. OT DIE,’ meller; produced « Mac- 
Donald page Rey Png 2+ unit; directed by Nick Grinde; no weiting 
credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Boris — : 
Joan Sayres, Roger Pryor, Stanley Brown, Hal Taliaferro, Byron Foulger, 
Walter Soderling, John Dilson, Ernie Adams, Lee Willard. 

‘OFFENDERS OF THE LAW,’ meller; produced by Larry peetnour 
directed by Lewis D. Collins; original screen play, Albert ——. phe 
tography, James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Marian a Ph hm | 
Terry, Robert Barrat, Dennis Moore, Russell Hicks, Jack LaRue, g 
Offerman, Jr., John Hamilton. 
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of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
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Features ....cceee 51 31 8 4 7 7 
Selsnick-Int’l ..... 1 1 9 9 Bs S 
Totals ..... Dawns 52. 32 3 a q q 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘FLORIAN,’ romantic-drama; produced by Winfield Sheehan; directed 
by Edwin L. Marin; original novel by Felix Salten; photographed by Karl 
Freund. Cast: Robert Young, Helen Gilbert, Reginald Owen, Rand Brooks, 
Lee Bowman, Irina‘ Baronova, Lucille Watson, Joe Yule. 


‘NEW MOON,’ Sigmund Romberg operetta; produced by Robert Z. Leon- 
ard; directed by W. S. Van Dyke II; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Billie 
Burke, Bunty Cutler, Buster Keaton, Nat Pendleton, Mary Boland, Richard 
Purcell, John Miljan, Grant Mitchell, Claude King. 

‘FORTY LITTLE MOTHERS,’ comedy-drama; produced by Harry Rapf; 
directed by Busby Berkeley; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Charles Lawton, Jr. Cast: Eddie Cantor, Ralph Morgan, Rita Johnson, 
Bonita Granville, Diana Lewis, Martha O’Driscoll, Charlotte Munier, Louise 
Seidel, Margaret Early. 


Monogram 


Namber Number 





New Balance te 


New in Be Placed Steries in 


ef Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reems Cameras tion 
Features ........ ; 32 14 1 1 16 16 
Westerns ......... 16 3 1 2 10 10 
Tetals eeeeeeveeaene an 17 2 3 26 26 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘MIDNIGHT LIMITED,’ meller; produced by R. T. Williams; directed by 
Howard Bretherton; original screen play by Charley Williams and Har- 
rison Carter; photographed by Neumann. Cast: John King, Mar- 
jorie Reynolds, Edward gg | Pat Flaherty, Herb Ashley, George Cleve- 
land, Monte Collins, Warren Jackson, Stanford Jolley, Rita Chevret, Ray 
Bennett, Buck Woods, : 

‘THE CHEYENNE KID,’ western; producer, Harry Webb; director, Ray- 
mond K. Johnson; original screen play, Tom Gibson; photography, Edward 
Kull. Cast: Jack Randall, Louise Stanley, Kenneth Duncan, Frank Yaco- 
nelli, Reed Howes, Charles King, George Chesebro, Forrest Taylor. 


‘RHYTHM OF THE RIO GRANDE,’ western with music; producer, 
Edward Finney; director, Al Herman; original screen play, Robert 
Emmett; photography, Marcel A. Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Suzan Dale, 
Frank Mitchell, Warner Richmond, Martin Garralaga, Tristram Coffin, 
Slim Andrews, Juan Duval, Forrest Taylor, Glenn Strange. 


Mono Pix in Preduction 
‘COVERED WAGON TRAILS,’ western; producer, Harry Webb; director, 
Raymond K. Johnson; original screen play, Tom Gibson; photogra hy, 
Edward A. Kull. Cast: Jack Randall, Sally Cairns, Steve Clark, Glenn 
Strange, John Elliott, Ken Duncan, Dave Sharpe. 

‘SON OF THE NAVY,’ drama; producer, Grant Withers: director, Wil- 
liam Nigh; screen play, Marion Orth and Joseph West; original by True 
Boardman and Grover Jones; photography, Harry Neumann. Cast: James 
Dunn, Jean Parker, Martin Spellman, William Royle, Selmer Jackson, Dave 
O’Brien, Sarah Padden, Craig Reynolds, Charles King, Gene Morgan. 





52 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘BUCK BENNY RIDES AGAIN,’ comedy; produced and directed by 
Mark Sandrich; no writing credits released; photographed by Charles Lang. 
Cast: Jack Benny, Virginia Dale, Eddie Anderson, Phil Harris, Andy 
Devine, Merriel Abbott Dancers, Ellen Drew, Lillian Cornell, Kay Linaker, 
Theresa Harris, Dennis Day, George Guhl, Billy Bletcher, Allen Wood, 
Monte Collins, Harry Baldwin, James Burke, Edgar Dearing, Eddie Acuff, 
Marte Faust, Eddie Chandler, Dick Rush, Roger Gray, Willie Fung, Sonny 
Chorre. 


‘SAFARI,’ drama; GMO production; directed by Edward H. Griffith; no 
writing credits released; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Madeleine Carroll, Tullio Carminati, Lynn Overman, 
Muriel Angelus, Fredrik Vogeding, Clinton Rosemond, Thomas Louden, 
Fred Godoy, Jack V. Carr, Billy Gilbert, Hans Von Morhart, Darby Jones, 
Henry Rowland, George Melford, James Davis, Al Duval, John B. Wash- 
ington, Ben Carter, Hassan Said, Major Sam Harris, Jesse Graves, Ernest 
Whitman. 


‘GOLDEN GLOVES,’ drama; G. M. O. production; associate producer, 


leased; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Robert Ryan, Jean Cagney, 
Richard Denning, Robert Paige, William Frawley, Edward Brophy. 
‘STAGE COACH WAR,’ formerly titled ‘HOLD YOUR HORSES,’ 
western; produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Leslie Selander; screen 
play by Norman Houston, based on a story by Clarence E. Mulford: photo- 
graphed by Russell Harlan, Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden. Britt 
Wood, Harvey Stephens, J. Farrell MacDonald, Julie Carter, Rad Robinson, 





‘DR. KILDARE’S GIRL,’ drama; no production credit; director, Harold 
Bucquet; no writing credits released; photography, John Seitz. Cast: 
Lionel Barrymore, Lew Ayres, Laraine Day, Shepperd Strudwick, Samuel 
S. Hinds, Emma Dunn, Nat Pendleton; Alma. Kruger, John Eldredge, Walter 
Kingsford, George Reed, Frank Orth, Paul Porcasi, Marcia Mae Jones. 

‘TWO GIRLS ON BROADWAY,’ drama with music; producer, Jack Cum- 
mings; director, S. Sylvan Simon; no writing credits released; photography, 
George Folsey. Cast: George Murphy, Lana Turner, 
Richard Lane, Wallace Ford, Kent Taylor. 


Metro Pix Now in Production 

‘PRIDE AND PREJUDICE,’ drama; producer, Hunt Stromberg: director, 
Robert Z. Leonard; from novel by Jane Austin; photography, Karl Freund. 
Cast: Greer Garson, Laurence Olivier, Maureen O'Sullivan, Heather Angel, 
Ann Rutherford, Frieda Inescort, Karen Morley, Mary Boland, Marsha 
Hunt, Edward Ashley, E. E. Clive. 

‘WATERLOO BRIDGE,’ drama; producer, Sidney Franklin; director, 
Mervyn LeRoy; from play by Robert Sherwood; photography, Joseph Rut- 
tenberg. Cast: Robert Taylor, Vivien Leigh, Virginia Field, Maria Ous- 
penskaya, Steffi Duna, Eleanor Stewart. 

‘EDISON, THE MAN,’ biographical drama; producer, John Considine: 
director, Clarence Brown; no writing credits released; photography, Hal 
Rosson. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Rita Johnson, Lynn Overinan, Henry 
Travers, Felix Bressart, Charles Trowbridge, Peter Godfrey, Arthur Ayls- 
worth, Regis Toomey. 


‘THE MORTAL STORM,’ meller; produced by Sidney Franklin: directed 
by Frank Borzage; based on novel by Phyllis Bottome; photographed by 
William Daniels, Cast: Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart, Frank Morgan, 
Robert Young, Dan Dailey, Jr., Scotty Beckett, Gus Glassmire. 

‘AND ONE WAS BEAUTIFUL,’ drama; produced by Frederick Stephani; 
directed by Robert Sinclair; no writing credits released; photographed by 


Ray June. Cast: Jean Muir, Laraine Day, Robert Cummings, Billie Burke. 


‘SUSAN AND GOD,’ drama; producer, Hunt Stromberg; director, George 
Cukor; from play by Rachel Crothers; photography, Robert Planck. Cast: 
Joan Crawford, Fredric March. Rita Hayworth, Ruth Hussey, Rita Quigley, 
Bruce Cabot, John Carroll, Rose Hobart, Nigel Bruce. 


‘ANDY HARDY MEETS A DEBUTANTE,’ family comedy-drama: no 
—— credit; director, George Seitz; screen play, Analee Whitmore, 


‘om Cellers; tography, Sid Wagner. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy Gar- 
land, Lewis 
Haden. 

‘*20-MULE TEAM,’ western drama; producer, J. Walter Ruben: director, 
Richard Thorpe; no writing credits released; photography, Clyde ‘De Vinna. 
Cast: Wallace Beery, Leo Carrillo, Arthur Hohl, No 
Fowley, Anne Baxter, Clem Bevans. 


tone, Fay Holden, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford, Sara 


Joan Blondell, | 


Beery, Jr., Douglas | produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Lesley Selander: no writing | 





Frank Lackteen, Edward Waller, Jack Rockwell. - 


| “OPENED BY MISTAKE,’ drama, produced by GMO: associate pro- 
| ducer, Stuart Walker; director, George Archainbaud; screen play by Stuart 
| Palmer and Garnett Weston; based on a story by Hal Hudson and Kenneth 
| Earl; photography by Theodor Sparkuhl, Cast: Charles Ruggles, Janice 
| Logan, Robert Paige, William Frawley, Florence Shirley, Byron Foulger, 
| Cy Kendall, Sam Ash, C. L. Sherwood, Walter Soderling, John Hartlev. 
| Lawrence Grossmith, James Burke, George McKay, Lloyd Corrigan, Al 
Stewart, James T. Mack, Jack Norton, Edward Marr, Scotty Groves, Kay 
Deslys, John Gallaudet, Dick Rush, Douglas Kennedy. . 
‘UNTAMED?’ (Technicolor); produced by Paul Jones; directed by George 
| Archdinbaud; screen play by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan and Frank Builer: 
based on ‘Mantrap’ by Sinclair Lewis; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: 
| Ray Milland, Patricia Morison, Akim Tamiroff, William Frawley, Eily 
Malyon, J. M. Kerrigan, Esther Dale, Jane Darwell. Bahe Denetdeel, 
Charlene’ Wyatt, Gertrude Hoffman, J. Farrell MacDonald, Sibyl] Harris, 
Clem Bevans, Fay: Helm, Darryl Hickman, Roscoe Ates. 
‘DOWN WENT McGINTY,’ drama; produced by Paul Jones: 
Preston Sturges; no writing credits released; photographed by William 
Mellor. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Muriel .Angelus, Akim Tamiroff, William 
Demarest, Allyn Joslyn, Harry Rosenthal, Libby Taylor, Thurston Hall, 
Steffi Duna, Esther Howard, Donnie Kerr, Mary Thomas. Walter Soder- 


directed by 


Kay Stewart, Jean Phillips, 


‘THE BISCUIT EATER, drama; produced by Jack Moss; director, Stuart 
Heisler; screen play by Stuart Anthony and Lillie Hayward: based on a 
| story by James Street; photography by Leo Tover. Cast: Billy Lee, Helene 
| Millard, Richard Lane, Lester Mathews, Snowflake, Gordell Hickman. 
| “THE WAY OF ALL FLESH,’ drama; GMO production: associate pro- 
ducer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Louis King; no writing credits released 
| photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Akim Tamiroff, William Henry, 

Gladys George, Muriel Angelus, Norma Nelson, James Seay, Roger Imhof, 
Berton Churchill, Douglas Kennedy, 

‘THOSE WERE THE DAYS,’ formerly titled ‘AT GOOD OLD SIWASH,’ 

| drama; produced and directed by Ted Reed; screen play by Don Hartman; 

based on the stories by George Fitch; photographed by Victor Milner. 
| Cast: William Holden, Bonita Granville, Ezra Stone, Vaughan Glaser, 
| Judith Barrett, Phillip Terry, Richard Denning, James Seay, John Laird, 
| John Hartley, Douglas Kennedy, John Arledge, Jean Phillips, Audrey May- 
| nard, Kay Stewart, Paula De Cardo, Kathieen McCormick, Jimmy Dodd, 
| Harry C. Bradley, Dick Winslow, Michael Gale, Lane Allen, William Orr. 
| Dave Dunbar, Aldrich Bowker, Kent Rogers. Frank Coghlan. Jr., 
Scott, Alan Ladd, Gaylord Pendleton, James Flavin. Stanley Blystone, Lux 
McBride, Hal Brazeale, Richard Clayton, Bradley Clark, Billy O’Brien. 


‘HIDDEN GOLD,’ formerly titled ‘THE MAN FROM BAR-20,’ western; 





, 


(Continued on page 22) 


Paramount 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studios .......... s 43 26 2 il 4 4 
Harry Sherman... 9 5 0 4 0 6 
Tetals .......... $8 2 15 ‘ 4 


William C. Thomas; directed by Edward Dmytryk; no writing credits re- | 


ling, Harry Hayden, William Edmunds, Dorothy Vernon, Sylvia Andrew, | 
. | the Strand. 
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20th Budget 


Continued from page 5 


Shaw, Irving Mass, Leslie Whelan, 
Harvey Day; while district managers 
were Tom Baily, Boston; Edgar 
Moss, Philadelphia; George A. Rob. 
erts, Cleveland; J. P, O’Loghlin, 
Toronto; M. A. Levy, Minneapolis: 
Harry Ballance, Atlanta; Ward FE. 
Scott,. Kansas City; Jack Loren 
Milwaukee; Clyde W. Eckhardt, Chi. 
cago; Lester Sturm, Detroit; plus 
Harry Buxbaum, eastern district 
mer., headquartering at New York, 
and Joseph J. Lee, N. Y. branch 
manager, 


Zanuck OK’s 19 Yarns 
At 20th Before Vacash 


Hollywood, March 5, 

20th-Fox has 19 stories in various 
stages of preparation for the 1940-41 
production campaign. Darryl F, 
Zanuck gave them his approval be- 
fore he left for his vacation in Sun 
Valley, Seven of the 19 are ready 
for shooting. 

Joe Moskowitz, eastern studio rep 
for 20th-Fox, trained suddenly to the 
Coast, Friday (1), for story parleys 
with Zanuck before the latter's de- 
parture. Other 20th execs who ~ ad 
planned heading Coastward have de- 
layed their departure because of the 
necessity of testifying in the Govern. 
ment’s anti-trust suit. They are slated 
to be heard during the week of 
March 18. Herman Wobber, distribu- 
tion chief, was to leave the past 
weekend, but has delayed his de- 
parture indefinitely. 

Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of 
the board, who has been east several 
weeks, likewise postponed the trip 
back. He flew to Florida instead on 
Saturday (2) and will return today 
(Wednesday) or tomorrow. 

Charles Goetz, of the 20th talent 
department, returned from the Coast 
last week after a three-week com- 
bination business-vacation trip. 
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pass through. the b.o. Figures ine 
clude take at Loew’s State, which is 
not actually a first-run, but shows 
second runs with stage shows. 


Accounting for a handsome por- 
tion of the increase this year, of 
course, was ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
which during the first two months of 
11940 took the town for slightly more 
ithan $780,000. Of this, the Capitol 
|garnered about $590,000 and the 
| Astor $190,000. Selznick epic had 
| played two weeks less one day prior 
ito the New Year, during which it 
| grabbed about $150,000 at the Capitol 
|and $40,000 at the Astor. This means 
| its grand total up to Feb. 29 was just 
short of $1,000,000. 

Counting also in the Broadway in- 
crease during 1940 was the fact that 
|during almost six weeks of January 
‘and February there was an addi- 
|tional first-run house open. Holly- 
| wood theatre unshuttered on Jan. 19 
to roadshow ‘The Bluebird’ and 
|closed on Feb. 8. Considerably more 
| important was the reopening of the 
| Center on Feb. 8 with ‘Pinocchio, 
|-which, up to the end of the month, 
‘had grossed better than $125,000. 


| Regular Broadway houses figured 
in the aggregate are the Astor, Capl- 
tol, Criterion, Globe, Palace, Para- 
mount, Music Hall, Rivoli, Rialto, 
Roxy, State and Strand. Their total 
gross for the two months, minus the 
$143,000 of the Hollywood and Cen- 
iter, was $3,331,000. Compared with 
| the $2,830,000 sunk into the coffers of 
the same 12 houses last year, the in- 
|crease is approximately 18%. 
| Aside from ‘Gone,’ two other pic- 
|tures have counted heavily in the 
| 1940 tilt. They are ‘Grapes of Wrath 
‘at the Rivoli and ‘Fighting 69th’ at 
| ‘Grapes,’ still running, 
\in the five weeks from its opening 
'on Jan, 24 until the end of February, 
|had accumulated about $170,000. 
‘Fighting 69th’s’ four weeks from Jan. 
(26 to Feb. 22, aided by Paul White- 
man’s orch on the stage, got about 
| $180,000. 
| Other important assets to the 
|Broadway scene were ‘Gulliver § 
Travels’ at the Paramount, which, in 
| four weekSincluding the Xmes-Hee 
‘Year holiday period, took $160,00 
'(Glen Gray on stage); ‘Remember 
the Night’ at the Par, with er 
'Light’s and Bob Chestef’s ban 
the stage, plus the Four 
|Inkspots, about $100,000 in —_ 
weeks; and ‘His Girl Friday a” 
‘Shop Around the Corner,’ poth at 
\the Music Hall for two weeks $155,- 
| 000 each. 
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credits released; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, 
Russell Hayden, Ruth Rogers, Britt Wood, Roy Barcroft, Minor Watson, 
Lee Phelps, Ethel Wales. 

‘THE LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS,’ western, produced by Harry Sher- 
man; director, Leslie Selander; screenplay by Norman Houston, original 
by Zane Gray; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Victor Jory, 
Jo Ann Sayers, Russell Hayden, Morris Ankrum, Noah Beery, Jr., Ruth 
Rogers, J. Farrell MacDonald, Esther Estrella, Alan Ladd, Georgia Haw- 
kins, Earle Askam, Tom Tyler. 

‘THE SHOWDOWN,’ formerly titled ‘FOUR ACES,’ formerly titled 
‘GUN CHQRES,’ Hopalong Cassidy western; produced by Harry Sherman; 
directed by Huward Bretherton; screen play by Harold and Daniel Kusell; 
original story by Jack Jungmeyer; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: 
William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Britt Wood, Morris Ankrum, Jane Clayton, 
Wright Kramer, Donald Kirk, Roy Barcroft, Kermit Maynard, Walter 
Shumway. ; 2 

‘TYPHOON,’ meller (Technicolor); GMO production; directed by Louis 
King; screen play by Allen Rivkin; based on story by Steve Fisher; photo- 
graphed by William Mellior. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Robert Preston, 
Lynne Overman, J. Carrol Naish, Paul Harvey, Norma Gene Nelson, Jack 
Carson, Al Kikume. : 

‘QUEEN OF THE MOB,’ formerly titled ‘THE WOMAN FROM HELL,’ 
meller; GMO production; associate producer, Edward T. Lowe; director, 
James Hogan; screen play, Horace McCoy and William R. Lipman, from 
J. Edgar Hoover’s ‘Persons in Hiding’; photography, Theodor Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Ralph Bellamy, Richard Denning, Paul Kelly, William Henry, 
J. Carrol Naish, Jean Cagney, James Seay, John Miljan, Jack Carson, Paul 
Stanton, Blanche Yurka, Tommy Conley, Charles Moore, Raymond Hatton, 
Mary Treen, Frank M. Thomas, Ed Gargan, Howard Mitchell, John Laird, 
Neil Hamilton, Robert Ryan, Hedda Hopper, Mary Gordon, Leona Roberts, 
Harry C. Bradley, Lloyd Corrigan, Betty McLaughlin, Laura Treadwell, 
Roy Gordon, Charles Lane, Charlotte Wynters, Hebert Naish, James Flavin, 
Sonny Bupp, Walter Fenner, Bruce Mitchell, Edward Cooper, Hilda Plow- 
right, May Beatty. 

Paramount Pix now in Production 


‘THE GHOST BREAKERS,’ comedy-mystery; producer, Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr.; director, George Marshall; no writing credits released; O- 
tography, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard, aul 
Lukas, Richard Carlson, Anthony Quinn, Pedro de Cordoba, Willie Best, 
Tom Dugan, David Durand. 

‘DESTINY,’ drama; producer, George Arthur; director, Tim Whelan; no 
writing credits released; photography, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Basil Rathbone, 
John Howard, Martin Kosleck, Ellen Drew, Barbara Jo Allen, Ralph Mor- 

an, Kitty Kelly, Hugh Sothern, Howard Mitchell, Charles McAvoy, Billy 

nedict, Henry Victor, Douglas Kennedy, Frances Raymond, Harry Hay- 
den, Harry Bailey, John Laird, James Seay, Ben Taggart, Ned Norton, Max 


Wagner, Edward Earle. 
RKO-Radio 





Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Piaced Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reems Cameras tien 
Studios ......c0. 1 14 3 5 24 24 
Westerns ......... 6 2 0 * 4 7 
Sel Lesser ........ 2 2 a 6 a 6 
The Piay’s the 
Ee 4 1 8 * 3 2 
Plays & Pix Corp. 2 1 ® % 1 1 
Major Pictures 
(English) ...... 1 6 0 1 8 * 
Harold Lieyd..... 1 OT] ti C1) 1 1 
Stephens-Lang ... 3 1 8 1 1 1 
Beris Morres Pred. 1 1 8 0 g 8 
Walt Disney ...... 1 1 0 i) 8 a 
TOUBES 2.0 ckcee 52 23 3 7 34 34 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘LITTLE ORVIE,’ drama; produced by William Sistrom; directed by Ray 
McCarey; screen play by Lynn Root and Frank Fenton from the novel 
by Booth Tarkington; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: John Sheffield, 
Ernest Truex, Dorothy Tree, Ann Todd, Daisy Mothershed, Ray Turner, 
Fay Helm, Dell Henderson. 

‘THE PRIMROSE PATH,’ drama; protuse and directed by Gregory 
La Cava; no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph August. 
Cast: Ginger Rogers, Joel McCrea, Marjorie Rambeau, Henry Travers, 
Mian Osborne, Miles Mander, Queenie Vassar, Joan Carol, Carmen 

orales. 

‘MY FAVORITE WIFE,’ drama; produced by Leo McCarey; directed by 
Garson Kanin; screen play by Sam and Bella Spewack; photographed by 
Rudolph Mate. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary Grant, Randolph Scott, Gail 
ee, Ann Shoemaker, Scotty Beckett, Mary Lou Harrington, Donald 

acBride. 

‘THE COURAGEOUS DR. CHRISTIAN,’ drama (Stephens-Lang Prod.); 
producer, William Stephens; director, Bernard Vorhaus; no writing credits 
released; photography, John Alton. Cast: Jean Hersholt, Dorothy Lovett, 
Robert Baldwin, Tom Neal, Vera Lewis, Maude Eburne, Reginald Barlow, 
Sylvia Andrew, Earle Ross, Barlow Borland, Bobette Bentley, Dick Rush, 
Frank LaRue, Mary Arden. 

‘IRENE,’ romantic comedy with music; produced and directed by Her- 
bert Wilcox; screen play by Alice Duer Miller from the James Montgom- 
ery play; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Anna Neagle, Ray Mil- 
land, Roland Young, Alan Marshal, May Robson, Billie Burke, Arthur 
Treacher, Isabel Jewell, Doris Nolan, Tommy Kelly, Ethel Griffies, Marsha 
Hunt, Stuart Robertson, Juliette Compton. 

‘BILL OF DIVORCEMENT,’ drama; produced by Robert Sisk: directed 
by John Farrow; screen play by Dalton Trumbo from the stage play by 
Clemence Dane; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Maureen O’Hara, 
Adolphe Menjou, Fay Bainter, Herbert Marshall, Dame May Whitty, Patric 
Knowles, C. Aubrey Smith, Ernest Cossart, Kathryn Collier. Lauri Beatty. 

MILLIONAIRE PLAYBOY,’ comedy; produced by Robert Sisk: directed 
fl bpd ry ey a play yd bg howe Roberts; photographed by Jack 

: : Joe Penner, Linda Hayes, Rus r i 
Kennedy, Granville Bates, Arthur Q. lag a 
RKO Pix Now in Production 


. romantic drama; producer, Howard Benedict: direc- 
tor, Frank Woodruff; screen play, Dalton Trumbo; original, Howard J. 
Green: photography, Russell Metty. Cast: Barbara Read, John Archer, 
Alan Mowbray, Helen Vinson, Donald MacBride, Effie Parnell, Frank 
Faylen, Tom Kennedy, Ralph Forbes, Ann Shoemaker, J. M. Kerrigan. 
Tommy Kelly. i 

‘YOU CAN’T FOOL YOUR WIFE,’ formerly titled ‘THE ROMANTIC 
MR. HINKLIN,’ comedy-drama; producer, Cliff Reid; director, Ray Mc- 
Carey; original by Ray McCarey and John McClain; adapted by Jerry 
Cady; photography, Roy Hunt. Cast: Lucille Ball, James Ellison, Robert 
— Emma Dunn, Virginia Vale, Elaine Shepard, Ferike Boros, Charles 
ane. 

‘THE SAINT TAKES OVER,’ mystery-meller; produced by ‘Howard 
Benedict; directed by Jack Hively; based on the Leslie Charteris character, 
Cast: George Sanders, Wendy Barrie, Morgan Conway, Paul Guilfoyle, 


James Burke. 
Republic 


‘CURTAIN CALL,’ 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ......... 24 10 0 2 12 12 
Westerns ..... othe 24 8 2 1 13 13 
gE eee 4 3 6 0 1 1 
Totals .......... 52 21 2 3 26 26 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 
‘THE DARK COMMAND,’ meller; associate producer, So) C. Siege), 


directed by Raoul Walsh; no writing credits released; photographed by 


Jack Marta. Cast: John Wayne, Claire Trevor, Roy Rogers, Walter Pidgeon, 
Porter Hall, Joseph Sawyer, Marjorie Main, George Hayes. 


‘FORGOTTEN GIRLS,’ meller; producer, Robert North; director, Phil 
Rosen; original, Frank McDonald; adapted by George Beck; screen play by 
Joseph Moncure March and F, Hugh Herbert; photography, Ernest Miller. 
Cast: Louise Platt, Donald Woods, Wynne Gibson, Robert Armstrong, Jack 
LaRue, Eduardo Ciannelli, Barbara Pepper. 


‘PIONEERS OF THE WEST,’ western; producer, Harry Grey; director, 
Lester Orlebeck; original screen play by Jack Natteford, Karen DeWolf 
and Gerry Geraghty; based on characters created by William Colt Mac- 
Donald; photography, Jack Marta. Cast: Robert Livingston, Raymond 
Hatton, Duncan Renaldo, Noah Beery, Beatrice Roberts, George Cleveland, 
Lane Chandler, Hal Taliaferro, Yakima Canutt, John Wilson, Jos, McGuinn, 
Earl Askam. 


Republic Pix Now in Preduction 


‘RANCHO GRANDE,’ western with music; producer, William Berke; di- 
rected by Frank MacDonald; no writing credits released; photographed by 
William Nobles. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey, Ma 
Lee, Rex Lease, Dick Hogan, Ferris Taylor, Ellen E, Lowe, Joseph Stefani. 


‘GHOST VALLEY’ RAIDERS,’ western; producer-director, George Sher- 
man; original screen play, Bennett Cohen; photography, Ernest Miller. 
Cast: Donald Barry, Lona Andre, Leroy Mason, Tom London, Jack Ingram, 
Ralph Peters, Curley Dresden, Bud Osborne, John Beach, Yakima Canutt. 


20th Century-Fox 


New Balance to 
im Be Placed Steries in 





Namber Number New 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tien 
MONE adsiseavewes 52 38 4 7 3 3 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘VIVA CISCO KID,’ western; producer, Sol M. Wurtzel; director, Norman 
Foster; no writing credits released; photography, Charles Clarke. Cast: 
Cesar Romero, Jean Rogers, Chris-Pin Martin, Minor Watson. 


‘1 WAS AN ADVENTURESS,’ drama; produced by Nunnally Johnson; 
directed by Gregory Ratoff; no writer credits released; photographed by 
Leon Shamroy. Cast: Zorina, Richard Greene, Erich von Stroheim, Peter 
Lorre. 

‘SAILOR’S LADY,’ drama; producer, Sol M. Wurtzel; director, Allan 
Dwan; no writing credits released; photography, Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Nancy Kelly, Jehn Hall, Joan Davis, Katharine Aldridge, Dana Andrews, 
Wally Vernon, Gladys Biake, Charles D. Brown, Selmar Jackson. 


‘EARTHBOUND,’ drama; producer, Sol M. Wurtzel; director, Irving 
Pichel; screen play by John Howard Lawson and Samuel J. Engle; based 
on a story by Basil King; photography, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Warner 
Baxter, Andrea Leeds, Lynn Bari, Henry Wilcoxon, Charley Grapewin, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Russell Hicks. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN’S CRUISE,’ mystery-meller; producer, John Stone; 
director, Eugene Forde; no writing credits released; photography, Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Marjorie Weaver, Lionel Atwill, Sen Yung, 
Robert Lowery, Charles Middleton, Claire Du Brey, Leo Carroll, Don 
Beddoe. 


‘SHOOTING HIGH,’ drama; produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Alfred Green; no writing credits released. Cast: Jane Withers, Gene 
Autry, Marjorie Weaver, Katharine Aldridge, Jack Carson. 


‘DANCE WITH THE D<VIL,’ drama; produced by Harry Joe Brown; 
directed by Henry Hathaway; no writing credits released. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Dorothy Lamour, Edward Arnold, Lloyd Nolan, Charley Grapewin, 


Lionel Atwill. 
20th-Foex Pix New in Production 


‘STAR DUST,’ formerly titled ‘TWINKLE, TWINKLE, LITTLE STAR,’ 
drama; producer, Kenneth Macgowan; director, Walter Lang; screen play, 
Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; based on a story by Jesse Malo, Kenneth 
Earl and Ivan Kahn; photography, Peverell Marley. Cast: Linda Darnell, 
John Payne, Roland Young, Charlotte Greenwood, William Gargan, Harry 
Green, Mary Beth Hughes, Mary Healy, Donald Meek, Robert Lowery, 
George Montgomery, Jessie Ralph, Joan Valerie. 


‘LILLIAN RUSSELL,’ drama; producer, Gene Markey; director, Irving 
Cummings; no writing credits released; photography, Leon Shamroy. Cast: 
Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Henry Fonda, Edward Arnold, Warren William, 
Leo Carrillo, Lynn Bari, Nigel Bruce, Una O’Connor, Helen Westley, Ernest 
Truex, Weber and Fields, Eddie Foy, Jr., Miles Mander, Dorothy Peterson. 


‘ON THEIR OWN,’ Jones Family drama; producer, John Stone; director, 
Otto Brower; no writing credits released; photography, Arthur Miller. 
Cast: Spring Byington, Ken Howell, George Ernest, June Carlson, Florence 
Roberts, Henry Armetta. 

‘MARYLAND,’ drama in Technicolor; producer, Gene Markey; director, 
Henry King; no writing credits released; photography, George Barnes and 
Ray Rennahan. Cast: Walter Brennan, John Payne, Brenda Joyce, Fay 
Bainter, Marjorie Weaver, Charlie Ruggles, Hattie McDaniel, Sidney Black- 
mer, Ben Carter, Zack Williams, Robert Lowery. 


United Artists 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn.. 4 3 0 1 6 0 
Selznick ....... ‘ne 4° 1 0 1 2 2 
Walter Wanger... 6 4 0 0 2 2 
| rr 1 0 1 t') 0 0 
Eee ee a 5 2 1 1 1 1 
(Laurel-Hardy).. 7 1 0 1 2 2 
Alexander Korda. 5 1 0 a 4 a 
Edward Small..... 6 1 1 1 3 3 
Lesser-Lubitsch 3 0 1 0 2 2 
Deuglas Fairbanks. 1 (') 0 0 1 1 
David L. Loew.... 1 0 0 0 1 1 
|) ee 40 12 4 6 18 18 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘THE WESTERNER,’ western drama; produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by William Wyler; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Gregg Toland. Cast: Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Fred Stone, Doris 
Davenport, Dana Andrews, Tom Tyler, Virginia Gilmore, Paul Hurst, 
Lupita Tovar, Forrest Tucker, Chill Wills, Charles Halton. 


‘REBECCA,’ meller; produced by David O. Selznick; directed by Alfred 
Hitchcock; from novel by Daphne du Maurier; photographed by George 
Barnes. Cast: Lawrence Olivier, Joan Fontaine, Judith Anderson, Reginald 
Denny, George Sanders, Gladys Cooper, Philip Winter, Nigel Bruce, Ed- 
ward Fielding, Florence Bates. 

‘CRACKPOTS,’ formerly titled ‘TWO’S COMPANY,’ feature-length com- 
edy; produced by Hal Roach; directed by Gordon Douglas; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Arthur Lloyd. Cast: Laurel and Hardy, 
Jimmy Finlayson, Eddie Conrad, Claire James. 

‘MY SON, MY SON,’ drama; produced by Edward Small; directed by 
Charles Vidor; no writing credits released; photographed by Harry Strad- 
ling. Cast: Madeleine Carroll, Brian Aherne, Louis Hayward, Frances Dee, 
Josephine Hutchinson, Henry Hull, Sophie Stewart, Bruce Lester, Lionel 
Belmore. 

‘1,000,000 B. C.,’ produced by D. W. Griffith; directed by Hal Roach; 
screen play by Mickell Novak and George Baker from an original by 
Eugene Roche; photographed by Norbert Brodine. Cast: Victor Mature, 
Lon Chaney, Jr., Carole Landis, John Hubbard, Mamo Clark, Jacqueline 
Dahlia, Inez Palange, Edgar Edwards, Gale Fisher. 

UA Pix Now in Production 


UNTITLED COMEDY; production, direction and screen play by Charles 
| Chaplin; photography by Karl Struss and Rollie Totheroh. Cast: Charles 
| Chaplin, Paulette Goddard, Henry Daniell, Emma Dunn, Maurice Mosco- 
vitch, Max Davidson, Nellie V. Nichols, Esther Nichelson. 

‘OUR TOWN,’ drama; producer, Sol Lesser; director, Sam Wood; no 
writing credits released; based on play by Thornton Wilder; photography 
(Continued on page 26) 
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AFM. Pledses 
Philly Support 
Vs. Warner Chain 


Philadelphia, March §, 
Joe Weber, national president of 
the American Federation of Muy. 








TY | sicians, on Thursday (29) pledged 


all help ‘humanly possible’ to aiq 
Local 77 in its fight against the 
Stanley-Warner chain. 

Just what steps Weber will take 
was not specified in his letter to 
Frank P. Liuzzi, local president, 
The missive was prompted by the 
recent action of the local member. 
ship in passing a resolution con- 
demning the ‘dilatory tactics’ of the 
national AFM officers in failing to 
call out musicians employed in all 
Warner-operated houses in sympathy 
with the local musicians. 

Local leaders are marking time 
awaiting Weber's action. They are 
having a hard time keeping the 
rank-and-file in line. Two weeks 
ago there was a strong movement 
afoot to secede from the AFM and 


possibly join with the CIO unless 


national support was forthcoming. 

It was revealed here last week 
that the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees had ig- 
nored a request by Weber to walk 
out in sympathy strike nearly two 
months ago. IA officials are said to 
have told Weber that they could not 
be expected to sacrifice their own 
members, of whom more than 85% 
are employed by Warners here, in 
view of the fact that AFM members 
were still on the job in other War- 
ner houses and in the Warner pro- 
duction studios. 

The Philly AFM local has been 
picketing the Earle, Fox and six WB 
nabes since Dec. 1, when the circuit 
dropped all its musicians in a con- 
troversy over a new contract. 


Pathe’s Bullishness 
Predicated on DuPont 


Recent activity in Pathe Film 
Corp. stock on the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change reveals that trading interest 
is predicated on the realization that 
Pathe now is a holding company, 
with a heavy stake in DuPont Film 
Mfg. Co., a company which showed 
$168 per share earnings last year. 
Pathe’s new status results from re- 
alignment of corporate setup where- 
by the parent company became a 
holding corporation and actual op- 
erations were transferred to the new 
company, Pathe Laboratories. 

Pathe Film hit a new high for 1940 
last week and was one of the most 
active stocks on the big board. 

Pathe Film is clearing up reorgan- 
ization costs and bank loans and 
hence will show only about 55-60c 
per common share for 1939, where 
80c might have been possible without 
these writeoffs. Pathe also is con- 
sidering a proposal to retire its small 
outstanding preferred stock, which 
would mean a saving in interest of 
around $50,000 annually. 











Coburn, Filmites Start 
Summer Drama Series 





Hollywood, March 5. 
Ralph Morgan heads a committee 
to cooperate with the U. of Califor- 
nia at Los Angeles in the orgary of 
tion of an annual summer driin- 
series similar to the Mohawk Fe 
val at Union College, Schenecta‘c- 
N. Y. First program opens Julyre 
for six weeks. ’ 
Committee includes Charles Cc 
burn, director of the Mohawk Fes 
tival; Ralph Freud, of the U.C.L.A. 
drama department; Clarence Brown, 
John Cromwell, Joe E. Brown, Frank 
Craven, Kenneth MacGowan, Win- 
field Sheehan, Kenneth McKenna, 
Lucile Gleason, Gene Lockhart, 
Thomas Mitchell, Pedro de Cordoba 
and Kenneth Thomson. 





More New Ones in Pa. 


Reading, Pa., March 5. 

Steidel Bros., owner of new theatre 
in Ephrata, Lancaster county, having 
plans prepared for a new brick and 
steel film theatre in Lewisburg, Pa, 
university town. 

Joseph L. Emashowski, of Edwards- 
ville, Pa., will build concrete block 
theatre in Larksville, near Wilkes- 





Barre, Pa. 
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THE RECOGNIZED STANDARD REFERENCE — 
BOOK OF THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY / 
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THE 1940 FILM YEAR BOOK of more than a 


hundred pages covers the industry from every angle — Production, Distribution 
and Exhibition. Between its covers will be found: A list of more than 17,000 
titles of pictures released since 1915—Credits on all pictures released in 1939 
Features imported during the past year—The Ten Best Pictures of 1939 with all 
credits—Serials released since 1920—under new titles—Short Subject Series — 
Producers and Distributors—Personnel of Important Companies, Studios, Asso- 
ciations—Werk of Players, Directors, Authors, Screen Play Writers, Cameramen, 
Film Editors, Song Writers and Dance Directors—Telephone numbers of Plavers’ 
Agents—Financial Structures of motion picture companies—An up-to-the-minute 
Equipment Buying Guide—A survey of Foreign 
MORE THAN 1,200 PAGES Markets — Non-Theatrical Section—A compre- 
“— : ved ey a - hensive Showman’s Manual of Exploitation—A 
complete list of Theatres in the United States, 
Alaska and Canada—Addresses of Producers, 
Distributors, Exchanges, Laboratories, Trailer 
Companies, Insurance’ Brokers, Projection 
Rooms, Agents, Play Brokers, etc.—Motion Pic- 
ture Publications—Books—The trend in theatre 
building and equipment—tTelevision and 














Film Daily 
Year Books 


are used and re- 
¢ ferred to constantly 
throughout the year 
by important people 
in Production, Dis- 
tribution, Ex hibi- 
tion and the Theatre 
Equipment Field. 


a thousand and one other 
important items of value. 


IMPORTANT! 


The most valuable asset you can have is a full knowl- 


iss i. edge of the business in which you are engaged. There 


free | 


b SRR 


is no better place to obtain such knowledge than ia 
THE FILM YEAR BOOK. The 1940 edition will sur- 


pass all others. Get it! Keep it for handy reference! 





Film Year Books 
are Given Free 
to FILM DAILY 
Subscribers all 
over the world. 


It’s worth its weight in gold! 


THE FILM DAILY SERVICE 


is the BEST $10.00 investment anyone 
can make who is interested in the Pro- 





ducing, Distributing, or Exhibiting of 





motion pictures. 


Sign the coupon and mail it today 











Tx MnDArtn 
—- 


THE FILM DAILY 
1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 

Please enter my subscription to the FILM DAILY SERVICE and send my 
1940 Year Book immediately. 1! enclose my check for $10.00 (Foreign sub- 
scription, $15.00). 
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“FILM BOOKING CHART 


i lete chart of feature releases of 
( i tion of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents @ comp : 
iad wo Fo American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 

reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 


COPYRIGHT, 1940, B¥ VARIETY, INC, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key to Type Abbreviations 








R. T.—Ruuning Time 
















































































M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical 
Rev 
ba in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
RELEASE Var. 
-FISTED RANGERS (Col) Ww eo. Starrett-I. Meredith * 62 
1/ 5/ 40 a ane EARL OF CHICAGO (M-G) CR. Montgomery-E. Arnold-R. Owen 85 
EMERGENCY SQUAD (Par) RD WwW. Henry-L. Campbell-R. Denning 66 
2/28 LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) Ww . O’Brien-V. Vaie 4 
12/27 SWANEE RIVER (20th) RD _iOD«z.« Ameche-A. Leeds-A. Jolson = 
1/17 A CHILD IS BORN (WB) RD G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 5 
/ N MY HEART (Col M_ iT. Martin-R. Hayworth-E, Fellows 69 
1/ 12, 40 1/10 SHOP AROUND CORNER tt) CD M. Sullivan-J. Stewart-F. Morgan 97 
DANGER AHEAD (Mono) MJ. Newill 
THE SECRET FOUR (Mono) DOF. Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee 
11/22 GERONIMO (Par) WP. Foster-E. Drew-A. Devine 89 
1/17 SANTA FE MARSHAL (Par) Ww W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Hayes 66 
12/13 MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) RD iL. Velez-D. Woods-L, Errol 67 
1/17 HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Rep) w R.Livingston-R.Hatton-P.L.Parsons 56 
1/24 CITY OF CHANCE (20th) M iL. Bari-C. Aubrey Smith-D. Woods 56 
1/17. INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS (U) M _seOVV«z.: PPrice-N. Grey-J. Sutton 81 
1/3 OF MICE AND MEN (UA) D_ B.Meredith-B.Field-L.Chaney, Jr. 104 
1/10 BROTHER RAT AND BABY (WB) CJ. 3ryan-P, Lane 87 
1 HIS GIRL FRIDAY (Col CDC. Grant-R. Russell 92 
1/ 19/ 40 a7 CONGO MAISIE iMG) ’ C_ Az Sothern-J. Carroll-R. Johnson 69 
1/17 THE FATAL HOUR (Mono) M Boris Karloff 67 
HIDDEN ENEMY (Mono) DW. Hull-K. Linaker 
1/10 REMEMBER THE NIGHT (Par) RD B.Stanwycl.-F.MacMurray-B.Bondi 93 
2/7 MARRIED AND IN LOVE (RKO) RD _ A. MarshalllB. Read-P. Knowles 59 
1/17 HE MARRIED HIS WIFE (20th) C J. McCrea-N. Kelly-R. Young 82 
WEST OF CARSON CITY (U) w =4J.M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 
1/31 LFON HAS WINGS (UA) D M. Oeron-R. Richardson 16 
2/14 BRITISH INTELLIGENCE (WB) M  M. Lindsay-B. Karloff 90 
1/26/40 1/24 LONE WOLF STRIKES (Col) MW. William-J. Perry 66 
LAMBETH WALK (M-G) COL, Lane-S. Gray-S. Hicks 
2/7 PIONEER DAYS (Mono) W Jack Randall 50 
1/24 WOLF OF NEW YORK (Rep) M_ E. Lowe-R. Hoart-J. Cowan 69 
2/14 SAINT’S DOUBLE TROUBLE (RKO) M~— G. Sanders-H. Whitney-J. Hale 68 
1/10 HIGH SCHOOL (20th) C  J.Withers-L.Brown,Jr.-C.Edwards 174 
1/24 GREEN HELL (U) D D. Fairbanks, Jr.-J. Bennett 87 
1/10 FIGHTING SIXTY-NINTH (WB) DJ. Cagney-P. O’Brien 89 
2 /2 /40 2/28 CONVICTED WOMAN (Col) M_~ R. Hudson-G. Ford-F. Inescort 65 
1/31 I TAKE THIS WOMAN (M-G) RD _ S. Tracy-H. Lamarr-W. Pidgeon 96 
1/31 CHASING TROUBLE (Mono) D Frankie Darro 64 
2/7 PAROLE FIXER (Par) M W. Henry-V. Dale-R. Paige 57 
1/31 VILLAGE BARN DANCE (Rep) RD R. Cromwell-D. Day-G. Barier 69 
3/6 THE MARINES FLY HIGH (RKO) DR. Dix-C. Morris-L. Ball 67 
1/17 MAN WHO WOULDN’T TALK (20th) ML. Nolan-J. Rogers-R. Clarke 72 
DANGER ON WHEELS (U) D_ R. Arilen-A. Devine 
2/14 CALLING PHILO VANCE (WB) M J. Stephenson-M. Stevenson 62 
2 /9 /40 3/6 LITTLE PEPPERS AT HOME (Col) COC. Fellows-C. Kolb 67 
2/7 BROADWAY MELODY OF ’40 (M-G) MU F. Astaire-E. Powell-G. Murphy 102 
2/21 EAST SIDE KIDS (Mono) M Vince Barnett 62 
12/27 LIGHT THAT FAILED (Par) DR, Colman-J? Huston 98 
2/7 VIGIL IN THE NIGHT (RKO) D C. Lombard-B. Aherne-A. Shirley 93 
2/7 LITTLE OLD NEW YORK (20th) RD iA. Faye-F. MacMurray-R, Greene 99 
2/14 MY LITTLE CHICKADEE (U) Cc M. West-W. C. Fields 83 
1/10 GRANNY GET YOUR GUN (WB) CD M. Robson-H. Davenport 55 
2/16/40 2/21 MAN FROM DAKOTA (M-G) RD W. Beery-D. Del Rio-J. Howard 174 
MURDER ON THE YUKON (Mono) M James Newill 
1/24 SIDEWALKS OF LONDON (Par) DC. Laughton-V. Leigh Ba 
2/7 SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON (RKO) DT. Mitchell-F. Bartholomew 92 
3/6 YOUNG AS YOU FEEL (20th) C J. Prouty-S. Byington-J. Valerie 60 
2/21 HONEYMOON DEFERRED (U) DE, Lowe-M. Lindsay-E. Risdon 59 
2/21 A CHUMP AT OXFORD (UA) Cc S. Laurel-O. Hardy 63 
2/28 CASTLE ON THE HUDSON (WB) RD _  4J.Garfield-A. Sheridan-P. O’Brien 176 
2/ 23/40 2/28 BLONDIE ON A BUDGET (Col) Cc COP. Siingleton-A, Lake 42 
2/14 NORTHWEST PASSAGE (M-G) D S. Tracy-R. Young-W. Brennan 125 
2/21 KNIGHTS OF THE RANGE (Par) WR. Hayden-J. Parker-H. Humphrey 70 
1/31 PINOCCHIO (RKO) Cartoon 87 
THEY CAME BY NIGHT (20th) MW. Fyffe-A. Hulme-P. Calvert 
FRAMED (U) C CC. Moore-J. Downs 
3/ 1/40 2/14 BULLETS FOR RUSTLERS (Col) Ww C, Starrett-L. Gray 57 
2/21 SEVENTEEN (Par) Cc J. Cooper-B. Field-O. Kruger 716 
3/6 STRANGE CARGO (M-G) D J. Crawford-M. Douglas-C. Gable 111 
LITTLE ORVIE (RKO) CD CJ. Sheffield-E. Truex-D. Tree 
EARTHBOUND (20th) RD W-: Baxter 
2/21 CHARLIE CHAN IN PANAMA (20th) M S. Toler-J, Rogers-L. Atwill 67 
DOUBLE ALIBI (U) M W. Morris-M. Lindsay 
2/28 HOUSE ACROSS THE BAY (UA) RD J. Bennett-G. Raft-L. Nolan 85 
2/7 DR. EHRLICH’S MAGIC BULLET (WB) DE. G. Robinson-R. Gordon-M. Love 103 
3/8/40 OUTSIDE 3-MILE LIMIT (Col) M sCOJ. Holt-I. Ware 64 
/ / 2/28 GHOST COMES HOME (M-G) C  A.Rutherford-F. Morgan-B. Burke 178 
‘ HUMAN MONSTER (Mono) M B. Lugosi 
SHOWDOWN (Par) Ww W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 
ISLE OF DESTINY (RKO) D W. Gargan-W. Ford-J. Lang 
ZANZIBAR (U) D J. Craig-L. Lane 
3/15/40 MEN WITHOUT SOULS (Col) DR. Hudson-J. Litel-B. MacLane 
/19/ 2/14 YOUNG TOM EDISON (M-G) RD M. Rooney-F. Bainter-G. Bancroft 85 
MIDNIGHT LIMITED (Mono) M J. King-M. Reynolds 
2/14 WOMEN WITHOUT NAMES (Par) ME. Drew-R. Paige-J. Barrett @ 
3/6 MILLIONAIRE PLAYBOY (RKO) C J. Penner-L. Hayes 64 
PIONEERS OF THE WEST (Rep) WR. Livingston-R. Hatton-N. Beery 
1/31 GRAPES OF WRATH (20th) DH. Fonda-J. Darnell-J, Carradine 97 
MAKING EYES AT ME (U) MU C. Moore-T. Brown-R. Carle 
REBECCA (UA) M_ J. Anderson-L. Olivier-J. Fontaine 
3 CHEERS FOR IRISH (WB) CDP. Lane-T. Mitchell-D. Morgan 
3/22/40 3/6 TOO MANY HUSBANDS (Col) C J. Arthur-F. MacMurra 
/ / FLORIAN (M-G) RD R, Young-H. Gilbert-R. Deen - 
2/28 ROAD TO SINGAPORE (Par) MU __B. Crosby-D. Lamour-B. Hope 84 
PRIMROSE PATH (RKO) DG. Rogers-J. McCrea-M. Rambeau 
FORGOTTEN GIRLS (Rep) D iL. Platt-D. Woods-W. Gibson 
1/24 THE BLUEBIRD (20th) RO S. Temple-S. Byington-N. Bruce 83 
IT’S A DATE (U) RD _iODz« Durbin-K. Francis-W, Pidgeon 
VIRGINIA CITY: (WB) WE. Flilynn-M. Hopkins 
3/29/40 DR. KILDARE’S GIRL (M-G) RD iL. Barrymore-L. Ayres-L. Da 
jae} SON OF THE NAVY (Mono) CJ. Parker-J. Dunn-M. Suciieean 
2/14 THE FARMER’S DAUGHTER (Par) C Mz. Raye-C. Ruggles-R. Denning 60 
IRENE (RKO) MU_ A. Neagle-R. Milland-R. Young 
GHOST VALLEY RAIDERS (Rep) W_sOD.«. Barry-I. Andre-L. Mason 
RANCHO GRANDE (Rep) WG. Autry-S. Burnette-J, Story 
FREE, BLONDE AND 21 (20th) CL. Bari-J. Davis-H. Wilcoxon 15 
11/8 OVER THE MOON (UA) C€ Mz. Oberon-R. Harrison-M. Selten 78 
/40 BLAZING SIX SHOOTERS (Col) WC. Starrett-I. Meredith 
4/5, NEW MOON (M-G) MU J. MacDonald-N. Eddy-M. Boland 
TOMBOY (Mono) DJ. Moran-M. M. Jones 
1/24 ADVENTURE IN DIAMONDS (Par) MG. Brent-I. Miranda-J. Loder 72 
COURAGEOUS DR. CHRISTIAN (RKO) D_ J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-T. Neal 
THE DARK COMMAND (Rep) WC. Trevor-J. Wayne-W. Pidgeon 
STAR DUST (20th) CD LL. Darnell-J. Payne-R. Young 
HALF A SINNER (U) DH. Angel 
1,000,600 B: C. (UA) D- L. Chaney, Jr.-V. Mature-C, Landis 
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somewhat wary and, taking advan- 
tage of their right not to reveal any- 
thing publicly, decided most of the 
answers be kept confidential. The 
only exception was Warner Bros., 
which, together with its affiliates, 
filed those answers which were not 
confidential in the clerk’s office of 
the Federal court. There is little of 
worth even to Warners’ answer, as 
figures are decidedly confidential 
here also. The only possibility of 
any of these answers ever being 
made public will be the decision of 
the Govern.nent as to whether or 
not to use them at the trial of the 
suit. If not used, the Department 
of Justice will be the only one, out- 
side of the companies themselves, to 
know what the answers contain. 


Depinet Uncommunicative 


On Monday (4), Ned E. Depinet, 
RKO v.p. and general sales manager, 
was examined before trial by Robert 
L. Wright, special assistant to the 
attorney general. Less was secured 
from Depinet than from any of the 
other witnesses. He was unable to 
remember or deny any statement 
made by Wright, which might have 
been embarrassing to him or his 
company. 

Wright started a long and some- 
what boring examination into where 
RKO sells first runs in 36 key cities. 
Depinet told him. 


‘What Benefits Has RKO 
Pix From RKO Theatres?’ 


Depinet declared that the general 
principles which determined whether 
or not to give a theatre a first run 
were the amount of the rental paid, 
the theatre’s location, reputation, 
etc. Then came the most important 
question of the day: 

‘What benefits has RKO Radio Pic- 
tures derived from its affiliations 
with RKO theatres?’ Wright asked 
the witness. After numerous objec- 
tions, mostly pertaining to the fact 
that the question was the ultimate 
issue of the suit, the witness an- 
swered: ‘RKO Radio Pictures has a 
very good customer in RKO the- 
atres, a customer which has pre- 
sented our pictures properly in the 
finest theatres and with showman- 
ship. Our pictures are well adver- 
tised, and our returns are above the 
average of other theatres. 

‘RKO’s affiliated theatres are wil- 
ling to pioneer with us, which the 
average exhibitor is hesitant to do, 
and they are always willing to co- 
operate, and as a result of our mu- 
tual ownership we secure more bene- 
fits than if they were unaffiliated.’ 

The witness also declared that the 
same was true of the First National 
theatres and Warner Bros. 

Today (Wednesday) Barney Bala- 
ban will take the stand. 

On Thursday (29) the Department 
of Justice tossed into the laps of a 
much astonished group of defend- 
ants a 30-page list of ‘material which 
the Government believed should be 
subjects for stipulation.’ This some- 
what unique document lists almost 
the entire bill of complaint, carry- 
ing through paragraph 215 of that 
document, and blithely proposes that 
the defendant film companies come 
into court and stipulate the ‘facts’ 
contained therein. Should the ma- 
jors do so, there would be no trial— 
none would be necessary—as a con- 
sent decree could be the only nat- 
ural outcome. 

The Government’s proposals, to- 
gether with a request for as speedy 
a pre-trial as possible, were handed 
to Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard 
yesterday (Tues.) as one of the sev- 
eral applications the judge heard. 
Pre-trial conferences were scheduled 
to start March 1, but Judge Goddard 
is so busy cleaning up the balance 
of his calendar that he has not as 
yet had time to start them. The De- 
partment of Justice’s request is that 
the judge set the date for the begin- 
ning of the conferences as early as 
possible, and that the submitted list 
is the U. S. idea of what the de- 
fendants should agree to. It is di- 
vided into eight sections and sub- 
divisions, and bears the title ‘Pro- 
posals for the Simplification of Issues 
at Trial.’ 

A week ago today, on Wednesday 
(28), the Department of Justice 
served notice on the major film 
companies that it would not serve its 
answers to the consolidated set of 50 
interrogatories of the majors on 
March 1, as it had promised to do, 
but would reserve the answers until 
Judge Goddard had decided whether 
the Government witnesses could be 
protected by court order from re- 
prisals. The department served affi- 





davits by three of its witnesses and 
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special attorney in charge of the 
N. Y. prosecution of the action, to 
bear out its contention of need of 
protection, This application was ar. 
gued yesterday (Tues.) before God. 
dard. 

The application was made earlier 
in the week, and referred by Judge 
Alfred C. Coxe, who signed the show 
cause order, to Judge Goddard. 


Joe Conway’s Affidavit 


The affidavit of Farnsworth is just 
a statement backing up his witnesses. 
The claims of these three men, all 
independents, are much alike. The 
first, Joseph Conway, operating the 
Egyptian theatre, Bala Cynwyd, Pa,, 
and a member of the Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Eastern 
Pennsylvania, declares that 65% of 
all features, and more than that per- 
centage of quality features, are pro- 
duced by the defendants. To operate 
successfully, he declares, an exhib- 
itor must show the features of three 
or more of the majors. In and around 
Philadelphia, the Warner circuit pre- 
dominates. 


Generally speaking, the affidavit 
declares, Warner theatres enjoy pri- 
ority in all competitive matters, and 
the remaining independents exist by 
the sufferance of Warners, and if the 
moral restraints imposed by this suit 
are removed, such independents face 
extinction. It is not going too far 
to say, the statement continues, 
that the eight majors hold the 
power of life and death over the 
businesses and investments of every 
independent exhibitor. Film rentals 
have. steadily increased during the 
past 10 years, and the situation of the 
independent exhibitor has steadily 
grown more desperate. Therefore, 
independent exhibitors, much as they 
need relief, and would like to co- 
operate with the Government in 
measures for the amelioration of this 
condition, are afraid to do so, lest the 
defendants institute reprisals against 
them by increasing film rentals and 
imposing more burdensome terms 
and conditions, and discriminating 
against them and in favor of com- 
peting theatres. ‘I am _ convinced,’ 
declares Conway, ‘that unless the 
Court shal], by order, protect exhib- 
itor witnesses against all possible 
forms of retaliation by the defend- 
ants, the independent exhibitors will 
be most reluctant to testify fully and 
freely as to the active conditions in 
the film industry. Without such an 
order, the dependence of an inde- 
pendent exhibitor on the defendant 
will intimidate the witness, even in 
the absence of threats or intimations 
of reprisals.’ 


Col. Cole and Yamins 


Voice Their Squawks 


H. A. Cole, independent, operating 
two theatres in Greenville, Texas, 
and president of the Texas Theatre 
Owners Association, backs Conway's 
statements, and adds on his own that 
independent exhibitors in Texas are 
aware that any action taken contrary 
to the wishes of the majors may re- 
sult in retaliation. He cites the 
Rubin Frels case as an example. 
Frels, an indie of Victoria, Texas, 
and a good Paramount customer, 
took that company to court. Since 
then he has been denied Paramount 
product. Austin Keough of Para- 
mount, while testifying in another 
action, admitted that Paramount had 
ceased supplying Frels with product 
because he was ‘an ungrateful cus- 
tomer.’ 

Last independent to file an affi- 
davit is Nathan Yamins, who oper- 
ates three theatres in Fall River, 
Mass. Yamins is also president of 
the Independent Exhibitors of New 
England, Inc. He backs up both of 
the previous statements, and then de- 
clares that he had had trouble with 
George J. Schaefer, then with Para- 
mount. He had been Paramount's 
customer in Fall River, but that 
company desired to operate there, 
and wished to buy him out. If he 
refused, his testimony declares, 
Paramount threatened to close down 
on product, and build in opposition. 


Pierre D’Ennery Called 
To France for Service 


Pierre D’Ennery, French actor 
who came to the U. S. some 15 
years ago and has appeared in films 
and legit, has been called for mili- 
tary service by the French govern- 
ment. Sails this week, with the 
name of ship and departure date un- 
revealed. He’ll be one of about 1,000 
Frenchmen returning to their native 
country for war service. 

Actor’s last Broadway appear 
ance was in Elmer Rice’s ‘American 








‘another by William P, Farnsworth, 


Landscape’. 
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Parsons Heads U in K.C., Benjamin's 


Mono VP. Other Exchange Moves 








Kansas City, March 5, 

G. C. Parsons is in at Universal as 
new exchange manager. Formerly 
with Republic and Metro on the 
Coast and came here from San 
Francisco. He succeeds Roy Miller, 
who is moved along the line, Miller 
was formerly U’s branch manager in 
Omaha for a five-year spell and has 
been in charge of the K. C. office 
past two years. 

Peter Dana, U divisional manager, 
returned to his desk last Monday af- 
ter a vacation sojourn with his fam- 
ily in Florida. waht 

William Benjamin, resigning as 
midwest district manager for Re- 
public at Kansas City, has hooked up 
with Monogram as v.p. and sales 
manager of the local exchange. 
George West, also financially inter- 
ested in the K. C. franchise, was here 
a week ago from N. Y. 





Kerasotes Adds Two 


St. Louis, March 5. 
Contracts will soon be let for con- 
truction of first drive-in theatre in 
t. Louis county. . 
The Palace and Sunset, Chillicothe, 
Ill., disposed of by Frank J. Rolan to 
the Kerasotes Bros. Circuit of 





Honesty, Ete. 





Milwaukee, March 5B. 
Herman Wolfgram, for many 
years a Pathe salesman in this 
térritory, staked an upstate ex- 
hib to $25 back in 1915 to tide 
him over a rough spot. Theatre 
was a bloomer, man _ disap- 
ared and Wolfgram, in those 
ush times, forgot the incident. 
Last week he chanced upon 
the forgotten man’s name in 
Variery, dropped him a line of 
greeting, and by return mail re- 
ceived a most cordial reply en- 
closing a postoffice money order 
for $50 ‘to cover the loan and 
accumulated interest, and thanks 

a million.’ He, too, had forgotten, 

for 25 years. 
= ——_ 
Springfield, Ill. Luther Worley, for- 
mer assistant manager of the Var- 
ity, Peoria, Ill., will manage both 
ouses. 

D. E. (Doc) Williams has taken 
over management of Hermo, 250- 
seater, Hermann, Mo. 

Frisina Circuit opened the new 
Ritz, 350-seater, in St. Charles, Mo. 
a egaed house with the same tag has 
een shuttered. 

The Main, 300-seater, Okawville, 
Ill., a health resort, shuttered for 10 
years, has been unpadlocked. 

William Pyle, Mexico, Mo., plan- 
pins to open 400-seater to be tagged 

he Milky Way. The only other 
house in town, the 700-seater Rex, is 
closed. 








N. Y. Personality Notes 

Harry Buxbaum, accompanied by 
the missus, left for Florida Mon- 
day (4). 

Warner Bros.’ two division man- 
agers, Roy Haines and Ben Kalmen- 
son, returned to their desks Monday 
(4) after being out of town several 
weeks each. 

Bill Rodgers trained in Monday 
(4) from the Coast after studio hud- 
dles and a tour of the Metro Pacific 
exchanges. 

Oscar Doob grounded at Nashville 
On way in by plane from Coast. 

Dave Levy, Universal’s N. Y. 
branch manager, hits the trail for 
Miami on Friday (8). 

Leaving New York Saturday (2). 
Oscar Morgan is making a tour of 
his southern exchange points for 
Paramount. 

T. X. Jones. in charge of the the- 
atre accounting department of Para- 
mount under M. F. Gowthorpe, is in 
Miami. 

Bridgeport’s New Duo 
Bridgeport, March 5. 

Louis L. Seidman, representing 
New York syndicate. has bought large 
tract for construction of 1,000-seat 
theatre, super-market, stores and 
apartments. Building skedded for 
completion Aug. 1. 

A. M. Schuman, manager of Black 
Rock theatre, has applied for permit 
to build a new theatre-store layout 
in same section. Enlarged and re- 
vamped Fine Arts, Westport, opens 
tomorrow (28) with benefit preem 
for Finnish relief. George Comden 
is Managing owner. F. A. was dark 
two months for alterations. 





Cunningham's Acquisition 
Los Angeles, March 5. 


Ted Cunningham bought the 
Brentwood, in Brentwood, from W. 
C. Reitz. 

_ Harry Rackin bought an interest 
In the new Monica theatre, 600- 
seater in Hollywood. 


C. L. James and Markley Morgan | 


Start construction this week on 400- 
seatey in Beaumont. 


isteria, 350-seater, ovens in 


Y 


v 


Sierra Madre, March 15, operated by 
J. Slate and Milton Webber. 

Jack Drum and Ray Robbins 
leased a site in Venice for new 800- 
seat film theatre, construction to start 
within 30 days. 





Maynard Nelson Shifts 
Lincoln, March 8. 

Maynord Nelson, manager of the 
Granada, Norfolk, Neb., moved to 
Kearney, Neb., to boss the World, re- 
placing Nevins Lynn. Lynn went to 
the Iowa end of the Harry Warren- 
Central States Theatres, Ine. 

J. A. Clark, Walt Disney represen- 
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tative, after checking the ‘Pinocchio’ 
opening here and in Oklahoma City, 
handling the Cliff Edwards personal 
appearances in both towns, heads 
back to New York, 


Goldsmith’s Schine Post 


Buffalo, March 5. 

Harry H. Goldsmith, manager of 
two Schine nabes here, appointed 
district manager for western New 
York, with headquarters at the 
Granada. | 

Marvin Kempner, Syracuse repre- 
sentative of 20th-Fox, resigned. 

Empire, Syracuse, formerly oper- 
ated by Morris Fitzer, taken over by 
Martina Circuit, reopening scheduled 
for end March. 

New Shea’s Niagara may be ready 
for opening March 15. 

Circle renovated and reopened by 
Paul Grummit. 

Gammel’s Stadium taken over by 
H. Endres, who also operates Little 
German theatre. Stadium will in- 
augurate foreign feature policy. 





Keith’s, Buffalo, downtown last 





runner, reverted to Tony Perlino, 
former operator of house. 


Harvard, Syracuse, taken over 
from George Smith by George 
Larkin. 


Masque, southside nabe, being en- 
larged and remodeled by Andrew 
Sanella. 


Sam Sunness, operator of the 
Grand and Jarvis, Binghamton, an- 
nounces his new downtown Bing- 
hamton theatre will be ready for 
opening May 1. 

Jack Berkowitz and Bernie Mills 
formed Screencraft Pictures, Inc., for 
State-right distribution. Berkowitz 
and Mills formerly held Monogram 
and Republic franchises in the Buf- 
falo and Albany territory. 

Shea’s Hippodrome to be re-seated 
this spring. 





Austin’s Two Houses 
Fairmont, W. Va., March 5. 
Jack Roth, manager of the Fair- 
mont for the last 15 months, trans- 
ferred to the Capitol, Steubenville, 





—— 


O. Frank Austin, manager of Vir- 
ginia, will have charge of both War- 
ner houses in. future. 





Schine’s Addition 


Schine last week closed with Cum- 
berland Amus. Co., of Cumber- 
land, Md., to take over operation of 
the Strand there. 





Not Razing 7th St., Mpls. 


RKO denies the Seventh St. thea- 
tre, Minneapolis, is being torn down, 
as reported from the Minnesota city. 

Home office states house will con- 
tinue its present policy, with Billy 
Elson in charge locally. 





Lake, Rochester, Relights 
Rochester, N. Y., March 5. 
Lake, Schine nabe, relights March 
7 after repairs made necessary by 
$5,000 fire six weeks ago. House will 
continue four-day-week policy, and 
Gene Chiramonte returns as man- 
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WELL, ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHTI....What are you wait- 
ing for?....What’s the Delay?....Can’t you make up 


Yippee!! On to Dallas: 


THE 
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VARIETY CLUB 


NVENTION 


ARE YA GONNA be one of the few people in Show Business 
who won't have anything to talk about during the Summer? 


No Memories! 
ARE YA? 


No Regrets! ...No Fond Recollections! .. « 


ARE YA GONNA be one of the Stay-at-Homes .. . and miss the 
Fun of the PIONEER DAYS’ CELEBRATION! ... THE MEXICAN 
FIESTA ... THE STREAMLINED BANQUET! ... ARE YA? 


ARE YA GONNA be one of the Lads behind the Eight Ball for 
the rest of the year... OR... Are ya gonna rub shoulders 
and lift elbows with the Big Shots .. . and the Little Shots... 
The Famous people of the These United States ... and the 
glamour Boys and Girls from out Hollywood way! ... ARE YA? 


ARE YA GONNA be one of the few boys who didn’t wear a 
ten-gallon hat? ... Who Didn't bask in the splendor of the 
Texas Sunshine in Aprill ... Who never saw ten million blue 
bonnets, cape jasmines and magnolias in one room... Who 
never shouted, “Woo Wool” when the far-famed Texas Red- 
Heads... and the exotic Senoritas from South of the Border 
paled Mr. Kleigs’ well-known lights into insignificance with 


their beauty! ... Are Ya? 


ARE YA GONNA let your grandchildren point their fingers at 
you and say, “For Shame, Grandpappy, you missed the 
VARIETY CLUB NATIONAL CONVENTION IN DALLAS IN 19401” 


OR... ARE YA GONNA 
be bright and stay 
happy and send in 
your Rooms Reserva- 
tion right now... and 
be here when the Fun 
begins? 


your mind....Or....Are you going to give us a surprise? 
EVERYBODY ELSE IS COMING, so WHY NOT YOU? 


The “Fatted Calf” has been killed and is ready for the 
sumptuous feast!....We've got the hotels sewed up (wait- 


ing for your reservations). 


...The scenery is bought and 


the Show has been rehearsed!.... ALL we need to make 
the Convention the grand success it deserves to be is.... 


YOU! 


OKEY! You're Sold! Now cut out the stalling! Grab your 
alleged fountain pen....Fill out the Rooms Reservation 
below and prepare your Soul, your conscience and your 
stomach for the time of your life! 
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take a chance! WRITE! 





THERE’S GONNA BE A HELLUVA CROWD, So Don’t 


won't have to sleep in the streets... 
TO GIVE YOUR HAT SIZE 


WIRE! but, Don’t Phone... - 


Tell us how you like to live and we'll fix it... So you ”) 
. and DON’T FORGET 





| Hat Size.....ccee. 





) Theatre Bldg. 


Please reserve for me..... 


VARIETY CLUB National 


tT will 


soe eter ewe eeeeeeeeee WEIhYse 











CONVENTION, 203 Melba 
Down in Dallas... “Where the Fun Begins.” 
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Dance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 22) 


& ili y Bainter, 
Glennon. Cast: William Holden, Martha _ Scott, Fay saint 
ey inh Bodh. Thomas Mitchell, Guy Kibbee, Stuart Erwin, Frank Craven, 
Ruth Toby, Douglas Gardiner. 

‘PAGO PAGO,’ drama; producer, Edward Small; director, Alfred “4 
Werker: no writing credits released; photography, Russell Harlan. Cas T 
Victor McLaglen, Jon Hall, 

i . the 

‘ OUT,’ comedy; producer-director, Hal Roach; based on 
eee bealth novel; photography, Norbert Brodine. Cast: John ag rie 
Carole Landis, Adolphe Menjou, William Gargan, Verree Teasdale, ary 
Astor, Franklin Pangborn, Donald Meek, Polly Ann Young, Inez Courtney, 
Joyce Compton, Margaret Roach. 














Universal 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoct- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Features eaveties 40 22 4 9 9 
Arlen-Devine 

Actions coese 7 5 : : : : 
Westerns ......+++ r 5 : ? ; 
NEES 6b ccccccdses 4 4 0 : : : 
Famous Productions 3 1 0 * 3 3 

SE erorere 61 37 a * 6 15 15 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


; di rthur 

« CK FRIDAY,’ meller; produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Art 
PO - gpa writing credits released; photographed by Elwood a. 
Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Stanley Ridges, Anne Nagel, Murray per, 
Ellen Lowe. 

H GORDON CONQUERS THE UNIVERSE’ (1940-41 release), 
ite apthaeed by Henry MacRae; directed by Ford Beebe and ~ on 
lor; screen play by George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey and Barry Shipma 
based on the Alex Raymond cartoon strip; photographed by Jerry Ash an 
William Sickner. Cast: Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe, Carol Hughes, Anne 
Gwynne, Charles Middleton, Frank Shannon, Roland Drew, Shirley — 
Victor Zimmerman, Don Rowan, Donald Curtis, Michael Mark, Sigur 
Nilssen, Lee Powell, Edgar Edwards, Ben Taggart, Ray Mala, Chief Yow- 
lachie, Harry C. Bradley. 

‘ZANZIBAR,’ formerly titled ‘RIVER OF MISSING MEN,’ formerly titled 
‘RIGADOON,’ meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Harold Schus- 
ter: no writing credits released; photogra hed by Milton Krasner. Cast: 
Lola Lane, James Craig, Eduardo Ciannelli, Tom Fadden, Henry Victor, 
Robert C. Fischer, Clarence Muse. ; 

‘THE HOUSE OF SEVEN GABLES,’ drama; producer, Burt Kelly; direc- 
tor,‘Joe May; screen play, Lester Cole;:photography, Milton Krasner. Cast: 
Margaret Lindsay, George Sanders, Vincent Price, Nan Grey, Dick Foran, 
Alan Napier, Gilbert Emery, Cecil Kellaway, Miles Mander, Margaret 
Fealy, Ruth Rickaby, Russ Powell, Harry Cording, Robert Dudley, P. J. 
Kelly, Colin Kenny. 

‘ENEMY AGENT,’ meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Lew 
Landers; screen play by Sam Robins and Edmund L. Hartman; origine! 
story by Sam Robins; photography by Jerry Ash. Cast: Richard gy oan 
Helen Vinson, Robert Armstrong, Jack LaRue, Jack Carson, Jack Arnold, 
Marjorie Reynolds, Fritz Van Dongen, Bradley Page, Charles Williams, 
Abner Biberman, James Craig, Milburn Stone. © 

‘ALIAS THE DEACON,’ comedy; front office production; director, 
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Glet Street 


Terry Kilburn Back West, 
Recovered From the Flu 


Kansas City, March 5. 

Terry Kilburn, player on RKO 
roster, departed for Hollywood after 
a 10-day siege with the flu. Moppet 
was forced to cancel a Thursday (22) 
personal at the Orpheum in conjunc- 
tion with ‘Swiss Family Robinson’ 
(RKO) in which he appears. 

Kilburn’s illness forced cancella- 
tion of a string of personals in the 
middlewest, including dates in St. 


——————= 











the City of New York to achieve its 
just claims. 

‘They can’t kid me with their 
|phony sympathies,’ continued the 
Mayor, ‘and as a matter of fact even 
if we could blast them out of their 
self-satisfied strongholds in Califor- 


them, 


LaGuardia Blasts H’wood 


Continued from page 1 


| other cities. 


| nia, I'm not so sure that we want 
Louis, Oklahoma City, Dallas and) Includes All Industries 
‘But this drive isn’t aimed just at 
the movies. It’s aimed at all indus- 
try. I want to see more and more 
businesses headquartered in New 
York because that makes for more 
employment, and that means more 
prosperity at the source where the 
market is richest. The United States 
has its Chamber of Commerce; the 
various states and cities have their’s, 
I don't see why New York City, the 
greatest in the world, shouldn't en- 
courage more and more business to 
its confines. Already it’s been our 
experience that when factories fig- 
ure they can get cheaper sites in 
Jersey or Connecticut, or they move 
south to the Carolinas or Georgia, 
; What they may save in realty values 





New Aud for L.A. 


Sacramento, March 5. 
Governor Olson signed a bill pro- 
viding for the establishment of a 
municipal auditorium in Los Angeles. 
Chief exec also inked his approval 
of a $350,000 appropriation to reopen 
the San Francisco Fair. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Universal purchased ‘No Exit,’ by 
Elizabeth Troy. 
Paramount took up its option on 
‘Country Lawyer,’ novel by Bellamy 
Partridge. 














Christy Cabanne; screen play, Nat Perrin and Charles Grayson; photog- 
raphy, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Bob Burns, Peggy Moran, Dennis O'Keefe, 
Mischa Auer, Virginia Brissac, Spencer Charters, Bennie Bartlett, Thurston 


Hall, Guinn Williams, Ed Brophy, Mira McKinney, Jack Carson, Janet 
Shaw, Aileen Carlyle. 


“MA! HE’S MAKING EYES AT ME,’ drama; producer, Joseph Sanford; 
director, Harold Schuster; screen play, Harry Clork and Paul Gerard 
Smith; original by Ed Sullivan and Charles Grayson; photography, Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Tom Brown, Constance Moore, Richard Carle, Anne Nagel, 
Fritz Feld, Elisabeth Risdon, Frank Mitchell, Peggy Chamberlain, Vivien 
Fay, Jerome Cowan, Larry Williams, Henry Rocquemore, 


Universal Pix Now in Production 


‘IT’S A DATE,’ formerly titled ‘IT HAPPENED IN KALOHA,’ drama 
with music; produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by William Seiter: screen 
play by Norman Krasna; photographed by Joe Valentine. Cast: Deanna 
Durbin, Kay Francis, Walter Pidgeon, Eugene Pallette, Lewis Howard, 
Cissy Loftus, Samuel S. Hinds, Szoke Szakal, Fritz Feld, Henry Stephenson, 
Harry Owens and orchestra, Virginia Brissac, Romaine Callender, Fay 
McKenzie, John Day. 


‘SANDY IS A LADY,’ drama; produced by Burt Kelly: directed by 
Charles Lamont; original story and screen play by Charles Grayson; 
photography by Milton Krasner. Cast: Baby Sandy, Mischa Auer, Nan 
Grey, Billy Lenhart, Kenneth Brown, Eugene Pallette, Billy Gilbert, John 
Sutton, Edgar Kennedy. 


‘IF I HAD MY WAY,’ musical drama; producer-director, David Butler; 
original story and screen play, William Conselman; photography, George 
Robinson. Cast: Bing Crosby, Gloria Jean, El Brendel, Claire Dodd, Nana 
Bryant, Donald Woods, 


‘LA CONGA NIGHTS,’ drama with music; producer, Ken Goldsmith: 
director, Lew Landers; original screen play, Jay Dratler, Harry Clork and 
Paul Gerard Smith; photography, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Hugh Herbert, 
Constance Moore, Dennis O’Keefe, Eddie Quillan, Armida, Joe Brown, Jr., 
Ferike Boros, Frank Orth, Sally Payne, Richard Keene. 


Warners 
(1939-40) 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Totals ....cece ose 48 37 5 5 1 1 


Yictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘VIRGINIA CITY,’ western drama; produced by Robert Fellows: execu- 
tive producer, Hal B. Wallis; directed by Michael Curtiz: original screen 
play by Robert Buckner and Howard Koch; photographed by Sol Polito. 
Cast: Errol Flynn, Miriam Hopkins, Randolph Scott, Alan Hale, Donald 
Crisp, Frank McHugh, Victor Jory, Moroni Olsen, Henry O'Neill, John 
Litel, Granville Bates, Charles Middleton, Brandon Tynan, Harold Hick- 
man, Charles Trowbridge. 


mle, — —_s, TRUE,’ produced by David Lewis; 
eller; from the Lewis Bromfield novel; photographed by Ern st Haller. 
Cast: Ann Sheridan, Jeffrey Lynn, Humphrey meat ZaSu Pitts, — 


directed by Lew 





“NORTHWEST PASSAGE”. 


in Technicolor 
starring SPENCER TRACY 
A Metre-Goidwyn-Mayer Picture 


HUSBANDS” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















HELD OVER 


“THE GRAPES 
OF WRATH" 


UNITED Broadway 
ARTISTS RIVOLI at 49th St. 
Deers Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 






Starts Thurg., 
March %th 


Last Times Wed.’| “JUDGE HARDY 


“HIS GIRL — sa 

FRIDAY” 

In Person 
Richard Himber 

and Orch, 


In Person 
GEORGE HALL 
and Orch, 
Others 

















2ND WEEK 











‘'TILL WE MEET AGAIN,’ formerly titled ‘WE SHALL MEET AGAIN.’ 
drama; produced by David Lewis; directed by Edmund Goulding; no writ- 
ing credits released: photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Merle Oberon, 
a erg Ea en er reidine Fitzgerald, Binnie Barnes, Jane Gil- 

, Fran ulcox, Maris Wrixon, John Ridgeley, Marjori ates - 
bert Anderson, George Reeves, ” pe ee ee 


‘SATURDAY’S CHILDREN,’ formerly titled ‘MARRIED, PRETTY AND 
POOR,’ comedy-drama; produced by Henry Blanke; directed by Vincent 
Sherman; based on a play by Maxwell Anderson; photographed by James 
Wong Howe. Cast: John Garfield, Anne Shirley, Claude Rains, Una Mer- 
kel, Dennie Moore, Frank McHugh, Elisabeth Risdon, Gertrude Nils. 


‘FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE,’ 


0! meller; produced by Bryan Foy; director, 
Terry Morse; original story by Leonard Neubauer, screenplay by Alex 
Gottlieb; photographed by Arthur L. Todd. Cast: Roger Pryor, Lucille 
Fairbanks, Don Douglas, Morgan Conway, Sheila Bromley, Eddie Foy, Jr., 
John Gallaudet, Lottie Williams, Joe Devlin. Stevan Darrell, John Harmon, 








PARAMOUNT 














SEVENTEEN | "sine son aun 
JACKIE COOPER | AND His BAND 

opty ll Shows ASTOR eri" go ta? "at, 
eee ae Rea Kaa ReaD B’way & 45th 3 y 


$1.10. Evs. $1.10, $1.65 
& $2.20. Sat., Sun. & 
Hol. Mats. 75c te $1.65. 
Prices include tax, 
While this engagement Is 
limited, GWTW will net be 
shown except at advanced 
prices...at feast until 1941. 





All Seates 
Reserved 





COMING FRIDAY 


3 CHEERS for 
the IRISH 


with PRISCILLA LANE 
STRAND 








George Sussman Upped 


- George Sussman upped from print 
department of 20th-Fox headquar- 


B’way and 


of the Buffalo exchange. 
47th St. 


He is the brother of William Suss- 
man, eastern division salesmanager. 
‘ ie | 














Jess ty Chobe 6 4 


ters in New York to head booker | 


Robert E. O’Connor, Thomas Jackson, Eddy Chandler, Ed Keane, Willis 
Claire, Gus Glassmire, Bernice Pilot, George Lloyd. 


Warners Pix Now in Production 


‘THE SEA HAWK,’ drama; producer, Henry Blanke: director Michael 
Curtiz; from novel by Rafael Sabatini; photography, Sol Polito. Cast: 
Errol Flynn, Brenda Marshall, Flora Robson, Claude Rains, Henry Daniell, 
peelhaionned es cag rel lage oe —s, Donald Crisp, lan Keith, James 

» William Lundigan, Ian MacLaren, G i i - 
Donald, Frank Wilcox, Halliwell Hobbes. " + a ew a 


‘ALL THIS AND HEAVEN, TOO,’ drama: producer, David Lewis; direc- 
AN reg ens paneer: antes on sp Field novel. Cast: Bette’ Davis, 
S boyer, Jefirey, Lynn, Barbara O'Neill, Virginia Weidle 
Lockhart, Ann Todd, Phyllis Hamilton. wins ee ee 

‘ANGEL FROM TEXAS,’ comedy; produced by Robert Fellows; directed 
by Ray Enright; screen play by Wally Klein and Bertram Milhauser from 
original by Klein; photography by Arthur Todd, Cast: Eddie Albert, 

Wayne Morris, Rosemary Lane, Ronald Reagan, Jane Wyman, Ruth Terry, 
Ann Shoemaker, Hobart Cavanaugh, John Deering. 

_ TORRID ZONE,’ drama; produced by Mark Hellinger; directed by Wil- 
| liam Keighley; screen play by Richard Macaulay and Jerry Wald: shotee- 
| raphy by James Wong Howe. Cast: James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Ann 
| Sheridan, Andy Devine, Jerome Cowan, George Reeves, George Tobias, 
‘FLIGHT EIGHT,’ drama; producer, Edmund Grainger; direct L 
| Seiler; original screen play, Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay: photos- 
| raphy, Lou O'Connell, Cast: Wayne Morris, Virginia Bruce, Ralph Bel- 
'lamy, Dennis Morgan, Jane Wyman, Jane Clayton. 











they certaimy dissipate in adminis. 
tration overhead through many 
costly telephone calls, railroad or 
plane travel, shipping, being away 
from the financial capital of America 
and so on,’ : 


Getting’ back to the eastern-pro- 
duction situation, now that he hag 
had several weeks’ opportunity to re. 
view the entire scheme of things 
after deputizing Clendenin J. Ryan, 
Jr., to personally take hold of it, 
Mayor LaGuardia realizes that there 
are many hurdles, 


‘But I’ve gradually overcome quite 
a few. I assure you—and you can 
tell it to the entire amusement in. 
dustry through the columns of 
Variety—that I have labor's assure 
ance of adequate and fair coopera. 
tion. I have the banks’ similar as- 
surance. 


‘Sure, you say, that the banks 
have made it too tough for certain 
would-be producers. But what did 
they have? Why kid ourselves, 
They were promoting on the pro- 
verbial shoestring. For _ instance 
rI straightened out Georgie Jessel 
and Ben Hecht.’ [Told that Jessel 
only that very week complained he 
couldn’t go ahead with the initial 
Hecht-Jessel film, because he couldn't 
get ‘a Herbert Marshall type for the 
lead,’ Mayor LaGuardia, shrugging 
his shoulders, declared, ‘Well, * 
can't go out and get them actors 
also.’] 

No Lack of Talent 


‘But,’ he continued, ‘there is no 
lack of artistic talent, whether pro- 
ducers, directors, actors and writers, 
That I’m sure of. I'm not sure of the 
type of Hollywood producer who 
would come east because, after you 
add up their achievements in the last 
/ 15-20 years, what are they? Just 
opportunists who were lucky.’ Here 
the mayor delivered himself of a 
host of uncomplimentary remarks 
anent some of the West Coast film 
gentry. 

‘I’ve had them all down to see me 
now. But wait till something really 
worthwhile happens and they’)] stop 
being so superior and supercilious 
about producing in New York, just 
because their ‘interests,’ as they put 
it, are anchored in Hollywood.’ 

Asked about the Playwrights Pro- 
ducing Co., Mayor LaGuardia en- 
thused, ‘Now, there we have some- 
thing. They’ll show ’em how and 
what to do, That Elmer Rice, there’s 
aman who knows. And that Whar- 
ton (meaning John D., attorney for 


the Playwrights group), there’s a 
bright young fellow.’ 
LaGuardia is seeing the Play- 


wrights bunch this or next week. He 
spoke broadly of financing and labor 
co-operation. He was surprised at 
the information that the motor drone 
of plane traffic has been known to 
interfere with film production at 
certain studios in Hollywood, Glen- 
dale, Burbank, Westwood and/or 
Culver City; and parried that even 
though the new LaGuardia Airport 
is near the proposed Cinema City at 
the New York Fairgrounds in Flush- 
ing, L. I., that’s a problem that could 
easily be rectified by moving to any 
of the other five boroughs. 

Asked if he thought ‘a conspiracy 
by Hollywood to keep eastern pro- 
duction from getting started’ ex- 
isted, he was vehemently affirmative, 
and declared himself anew anent the 
alleged stranglehold by the Coast in- 
terests. 

A§ for the Coast contingent, out- 
side of a grudging palm to Thalberg 
and Capra, the mayor has no de- 
lusions about their prestige or illu- 
sion about their art. When this re- 
porter emphasized that Hollywood 
still produces the greatest and cheap- 
est mass entertainment in the world, 
he again brushed them off as to their 
Standing in the community or In 
business; that they’ve been lucky; 
that, even citing anything signally 
outstanding (‘Gone With the Wind, 
etc.), they lack in other respects. 


*‘Doesn’t Care’ About Terms 


Asked if the distributing companies 
perhaps were making their releasing 
terms too tough, the mayor said he 
didn’t care abovt that. Further- 
more, he was not cognizant of that 
trade ramification, just as he was 
frankly surprised at the proffered in- 
formation that the banks wanted to 
hypothecate indie-made production 
almost wholly before advancing @ny 
money. That, he felt, was again the 
basic fault of those would-be inde- 
pendent producers in New York who 
lacked the proper substance, but that 
for those who had something tangible 


to offer, that prodlem wasn't im- 
portant, as witness the Playwright: 
group. 
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~ Chain Income From Time Sales 
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COLUMBIA 






































1940 1939 1938 1937 
POOORTy 66063 eeeee $3,588,989 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 
February ..cccesseee 3,330,627 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 
Total .rccccoccccee Queeeeee $5,215,599 $5,560,27 $4,642,937 
MUTUAL 
1940 1939 1938 1937 
JONUBTY ccccccccccee GBRT, TER $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 
WOGRIT oésivcceses 337,649 276,605 253,250 231,286 - 
Total cicccccsccee QUCRS $591,683 $523,144 $445,034 
NBC-RED 
1940 1939 *1938 #1937 
January csseceseceee $3,496,393 $3,211,161 $2,634,763 $2,374,633 
February ccccccscece 3,220,003 2,975,258 2,507,123 2,273,973 
Total cecvcvcccccecs Greate $6,186,419 $5,141,886 $4,648,606 
NBC-BLUE 
1940 1939 *1938 *1937 
January ceccceccccee $908,815 $822,739 $1,158,753 $1,167,366 
February @eeeesseceos 905,101 773,437 990,930 1,021,809 
Total eeccesscecces $1,813,916 $1,596,176 $2,149,683 $2,189,175 


-— — 


*Different system for allocating billings to the red and blue networks 


prevailed these years. 








CBS UP 319 IN 
STRONG FEB. 


All networks were up on their 
time billings last month as compared 
to February, 1939. The biggest per- 
centage increase was again scored 
by Columbia, namely 31%. NBC as 
a whole was better off by 10.2%, 
with theblue accounting for a mar- 
gin of 17% and the red link, 8.5%. 
Mutual's tilt figured 22.1%. 

NBC's tally for this February was 
$4,132,084, with $3,226,983 allocated 
to the red network and $905,101 to 
the blue. CBS gross was $3,330,627, 
while Mutual got $337,649, 





On the first two months of the) 
year CBS has an edge of 32.7% over | 
1939. Similar comparison for Mutual 


rates it a plus 10.8%. 





Cowboy Loye Running 
For Sheriff in West Va. 


Fairmont, W. Va., March 5. 
Loye D. Pack, known to radio audi- 


.ences as ‘Cowboy Loye,’ will run for 


the Democratic nomination for 


sheriff of Marion county. 








Singer has been in radio since 1929 | 
and is known in the east and central 
west. He has been with station 
WMMN (named for Senator Neely—| 
last three letters) since 1933. Loye| 
has played every hamlet in the 
county which has a hall and has a 


wide acquaintance and a big follow- | 


ing. He sells various kinds of mer- | 
chandise over the radio and has a'| 
big storeroom. 








Mort Lewis | 


Ln CONtinued from page 2 











Thomas, the Solialist candidate (any | 
year), will be an end-man March 19. 
Personages like Giovanni Martinelli 
and Lauritz Melchior have expressed 
an interest in doing Negro dialect. 
For the getaway program, the 
From Hunger Quartet, a weekly gag, 
will include Milton Cross, Graham 
McNamee, Howard Petry and Harry 
Von Zell. Also Nat Shilkret and 
Sammy Kaye will do a solo each on 
the kazoo. NBC house orchestra 
will be under Norman Cloutier. 


Will go over the blue web at 
9:30 p.m. 





Ruppel’s Tour 


Lou Ruppel, director of publicity | 
for CBS, left Friday for a six-week 
trip, bound for Mexico City via New 
Orleans and San Antonio. Will visit 
the Pacific on return trip. | 

Due back in N. ¥. in April. Ted | 
Weber carries on. 





BOB BUCKLEY QUITS RADIO 





Going Inte Ludlow Typograph Co. 


in Chicago 





Bob Buckley has resigned from the 
CBS time sales staff to go into busi- 
ness with his wife’s family, owners 
of the Ludlow Typograph Co. in Chi- 
cago. He draws his last Columbia 
paycheck March 15. 

Buckley came to the network three 
years ago from the Bill Rambeau or- 
ganization. Watson Lee, formerly 
advertising director of the Wom- 
en’s Home Companion, is taking his 
place, 


WSAY Wouldn’t Touch 
Newspaper Guild Coin; 
Latter Seeks Ruling 


Rochester, N. Y., March 5. 

Refusal of WSAY to sell time to 
Rochester Newspaper Guild to air its 
controversy with Gannett manage- 
ment has been referred to local CIO 
council by the Guild and passed on 
to National CIO body. 

Although Guild and management 
finally agreed to arbitrate differences 
over dismissal of a Guild member 
during organizing campaign, local 
labor groups want ruling that will 
permit similar broadcasts in future 
clashes, 








ANOTHER QUIZ 


Silver Theatre a Schoolroom Over 
the Summer 
Silver theatre (CBS) wil! probably 
have a quiz show pinchhitting for it 
during the summer. The stanza will 
have experts on the receiving end. 
Young & Rubicam is the agency. 
Jack Benny’s Sunday night spot 
(NBC) will be filled during the sum- 
mer by ‘The Aldrich Family,’ which 
is currently on the blue link Thurs- 
day nights. The serial performed the 
same service last summer. 








New Phyllis Parker Script 


Mrs. Phyllis Parker is readying a 
new daily 15-minute dramatic serial. 
She's finished the preliminary scripts 
and will submit them to an un- 
revealed agency next week. She 
originated and collects a royalty 
from the ‘Meet Miss Julia’ serial for 
Standard Oil of N. J. and also has 
three serial outlines being considered 
for film production by a Hollywood 
studio, 

She's been a 
about a year. 


radio writer for 





Bruce Powell, formerly of the 
Wilson, Powell and Hayward agency, 
has joined Columbia artists bureau 
to handle radio talent. 


od 


WITTEN AT CBS 


Prestige Gesture — Native 


Set Up in Cooperating 
Republics 





STARTS NEXT SEPT. 





By SAM X. HURST 


St. Louis, March 5. 


Last week’s convention here of the 
American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators heard from Sterling 
Fisher, director of education for the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, the 
modus operandi CBS intends to fol- 
low on its proposed ‘Pan-American 
School of the Air’ as from next Sep- 
tember. Basic idea is to provide free 





NBC Symph May Sail 





NBC’s newest gesture to South 
America may take the form of 
sending its symphony orchestra 
under Toscanini to the lower 
hemisphere. Deal is reported 
close to consummation with the 
financial details largely, if not 
wholly, adjusted. 

Trip would begin May 17, if 
jelling. 








scripts in Spanish based on CBS pro- 
duction experience so that the radio 
or school systems in Latin republics 
can, if interested, have a working 
outline for their own duplication of 
the ‘School of the Air,’ a morning 
program which CBS has broadcast in 
the United States for the past 10 
years at a present annual budget to 
itself of $150,000. 

The scripts will be sent to any 
qualified personages in Central or 


SPANISH SCRIPTS. 


Cordell Hull Endorses CBS 


Councils for ‘Advice’ to Be| 


| programs. 


AN RADIO TIEUP 





Revise ‘| Love a Mystery’ 





| 





See Pages 2 and 3 





| 
| Additional news of interest te, 
| Or bearing upon, the radio busi- 
ness will be found on pages two 
and three. 

This applies in particular te 
important personality stories. 


' 





—— 


coiemnaiineanemnen 


Palange Carries On; 
Salesmen for Fyr-Pro 
Get Pep Talk via Air 


Fyr-Pro Corp., makers of a new 
type fire extinguisher, has bought 
time on WMCA, New York, each 
morning to broadcast daily meetings 
of its sales staff to receive assign- 
ments, etc., before starting out on 
the day’s rounds. 
day through Friday 8:45-9 p.m. 

Broadcasts emanate from the main 
| Office of the company in New York 
'and are presided over by sales 
|}manager James Elliot. Music and 
| ‘inspirational’ talks are part of the 











Airings run Mon-} 


They’re under the direc- | 


| Carleton Morse Script Gave Junior the Jitters and 
Latin Republic Felt Maligned 
+ 





Hollywood, March 5. 

Standard Brands has finally decid- 
ed to keep ‘I Love a Mystery’ on the 
air but will cut it from five quarter- 
hour periods a week to one 30-min- 
ute session. Carlton Morse whodunit 
series has been the target of criti- 
cism from parents and reps of Latin 
| American republics, the latter claim- 
| ing some of the episodes have had 
a bad effect on tourist trade. 

Complaint of parents was that 
junior’s sleep has been disturbed by 
nightmares after hearing the broad- 
cast. On its new Thursday time 
‘Mystery’ will be aired in the east 
at 8:30 p.m. and an hour later on 
the Coast repeat, after the youngsters 
, have been tucked away for the night. 








| 
{ 


TRONIZED MAY 


i 


GO NBC BLUE 


' 





Ironized Yeast’s ‘Good Will Hour’ 


|tion of Angelo Palange, who is now, May switch over to the NBC blue 


| 
i 


' 
} 





South American countries expressing 
a wish to be serviced. While much 


the American series will be dupli- 
cated in Spanish translation the 
Fisher plan calls for the setting up | 
of committees or councils of coop- 
eration so that the scripts will be in 
line with native needs and wishes 
and will not run any risk, through 
ignorance of national quirks, of an- 
tagonizing rather than pleasing lis- 
teners. The project has the enthusi- 
astic blessing of Cordell Hull, Sec- 
retary of State, who was quoted by 
Fisher to the educational convention 
here as follows: 

‘It would be difficult to devise a 
form of international cooperation 
which holds more promise for the 


(Continued on page 30) 





i Chicago. 





NOT KEEPING THE 
FOLKS BY TELEPHONE! 


Providence, March 5. 

Kay’s (Jewelers) Pot-of-Gold Sun- | 
day p.m. show changed to a Monday 
evening spot when successive Sab- 
bath afternoon shows failed to raise 
more than a couple telephone an- 
swerers for free $5 bills. 

Aired over WEAN, program’s 
emcee managed to rouse only one 
or two persons out of average six | 
calls squeezed in weekly. | 

| 
| 


FIGHT FOR HONOR 














of the educational material used on | wege Asserts It, Not WDAF, First | 


to Cancel ‘Pot o’ Gold’ | 





Baltimore, March 53. 

Hope H. Barroll, Jr., executive 
v.p. of WFBR, has taken issue with 
NBC’s statement last week that 
WDAF, Kansas City, was the only 
affiliate that had to date dropped 
the ‘Pot 0’ Gold.’ | 

Barroll stated that WFBR carried | 
the first ‘Pot’ program Sept. 26, 19339, | 
and made that one the last. | 








Ted Enns, national sales manger 
for KRNT-KSO, Des Moines, returns 
this week from a five weeks’ busi- 
ness trip to New York, Detroit and 


| 











ae. 


LORD & THOMAS OF 
LONDON HANDLES EM 


Lord & Thomas’ London office has 
obtained the Electrical & Music In- 
dustries, Ltd., account. 

Combine includes His Masters 
Voice, Columbia Gramaphone and 
Marconi communications. 

L. & T. in America handles RCA 
Victor account, affiliated with EMI. 


Al Rose Leaves Radio 


Al Rose, who has been sales pro- 
motion director at WMCA, N. Y., for 
five years, is leaving the station and 
also the radio business. He becomes 
sales promotion director for ‘Elec- 
trical Manufacturing,’ a trade paper. 

















Goes into new berth March 18. 


10,000 Phonograph Discs to Stores. 
Trailerize Rexall’s 1c Sales Drive 


icurrent contract with Mutual, It 
| would be the same period as now 
| prevails on Mutual, Sunday 10 to. 11 


| ‘excessive’ 


radio director of Fyr-Pro. ‘at the expiration of the account’s 


$5 


p.m. 
NBC has been trying to line up 
a network for the stanza during the 
past week. The program, which 
originated from WMCA, N. Y., has 
been on Mutual for three consecu- 
tive years, 


City-Owned WSUN Drops 
Harold Meyer; Income 
Of New Man 507 Less 


St. Petersburg, Fla., March 5. 

Louis J. Link, formerly chief engi- 
neer, has replaced Harold Meyer as 
manager of WSUN, municipally 
owned and operated outlet. Change 
followed an investigation of the sta- 
tion’s business affairs by a commit- 
tee from the town’s council. This 
committee in the course of the probe 
criticized what it termed Meyer’s 
expense accounts and 
disclosed that he got $7,600 for a 
year’s services. This compensation 
was later cut in half. 








Link gets $3,600 a year, and no 


commission. 





DESOTO RETURNING 
Auditioned Yvette and Orchestra for 
Possible NBC Series 





DeSoto (Chrysler) is back as either 
a network or spot prospect through 
the J. Sterling Getchell agency. 

NBC last week auditioned for it 
a program consisting of Yvette and 
a studio orchestra which could be 


| used as a quarter-hour strip across 


} 


Some 10,000 phonograph records 


| will be shipped to the managers of 
| Rexall drug stores in advance of the 
| release of the latest series of radio 


transcriptions plugging the semi- | 
annual one-cent sale. The discs, 
trailerizing the entertainment series 
have two side son a regular 12-incher. 
One side is a sales spiel for the local 
manager to play for his clerks. 
Other side is a sample preview of 
Tony Martin singing, Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma orchestra playing, the 
Radio Rogues being comical, and the 
Rexall Man, Basil Ruysdael, getting 
down to cases, | 


Rexall’s general sales manager, 
John Considine, and general mer- 
chandising manager, A. C. Bond, also 
participate in the recording. 

Discs were made by Street & Fin- 
ney agency under Walter Craig’s su- 
pervision and probably represent the 
first time a trailer of this kind has, 
appeared in radio. 


the board. 





Texaco’s Added 13 


Texaco airshow, both the Holly- 
wood and New York half hours, has 
been renewed for another 13 weeks 
from Feb. 27. Program, under pro- 
duction reign of Ed Gardner in Los 
Angeles and Tony Stanford in the 
east. 

Now enjoying its highest rating in 
two years. 








‘Sherlock’ Ends March 11 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Bromo-Quinine is quitting the air 
March 11 with its ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
series starring Basil Rathbone and 
Nigel Bruce. 
It’s a seasonal 
product. 


affair for this 
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Tompkins Heads Broadcast Music; 
Finney Succeeds Him at AMP 





| 


Merritt E. Tompkins has taken | 
over the general managership _of | 
Broadcast Music, Inc., the publishing 
enterprise set up through the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 
He comes from the Association of 
Music Publishers, Irc., of which he 
was president. Tompkins was at one 
time general manager of G. Schir- 
mer, Inc. 

In scouting around for some one to 
head up Broadcast Music spokesmen 
for the NAB offered as much as $25,- 
000 a year on a three-year contract. 
While with the AMP Tompkins was 
in charge of building that firm's 
transcription library. 

BMI last week added six more 
stations to its membership list, mak- 
ing it a total of 273 outlets. 

C. M. Finney has replaced M. E. | 
Tompkins as president of Associated | 
Music Publishers, Inc. Finney, who | 
comes from the North American Co.. 
utilities combine, had been v.p. of 
the AMPI and president of the AMP 
Recording Studios, Inc. Tompkins 
has resigned to head Broadcast Mu- 
sic, Inc. 

AMPI and the AMP Recording 
setups will remain otherwise un- 
changed. E. R. Voigt will continue 
to be in charge of the AMP’s music 
catalog; Ben Selvin, the studios’ re- 
cording manager, will work on com- 
mercial productions as well as the 
program library, and James Lucas, 
who has been director of continuity 
and the production department, will 
double on publicity and advertising. 


‘Summer Only 


Texaco Deal | 


| 


NS.G. to Riggs 


Texaco is understood to be inter- | 
ested in having Tommy Riggs take 














‘come into the program. 





The Convincer 





After preparing a series of 
St. Patrick’s Day publicity pho- 
tographs showing ‘Col. Timothy 
O’ Stoopnagle’ kissing the girl 
who kissed the blarney stone, 
Lester Gottlieb, Mutual’s press 
agent, decided it would be more 
showmanly if he were not the 
one to send pictures out. 

So he borrowed name of his 
Irish secretary and sent out the 
stills as from ‘Peg Eileen Ken- 
nedy o’ Mutual.’ 


SUGAR - DRIP, 
GAL CLICKO 








ONWBI 





Charlotte, N. C., March 5. 
‘Caroline,’ a honey-voiced South- 
ern sweetie recently added to the 
station’s nightly two-hour stint of re- 
quest records, has trebled the pro- 
gram’s long distance telephone calls 
since she began answering calls that 


Dinah Shore Replaces 
Mary Small With Bernie 


Dinah Shore will replace Mary 
Small on the Ben Bernie show (Half- 
and-Half tobacco) in a couple of 
weeks. It's a late Sunday afternoon 
period on CBS. 

Contract was made direct with 
Bernie by General Amusement Corp. 


Syracuse Radio 
Units Line Up 
25 One-Nighters 


Syracuse, March 5. 

WSYR is backing an International 
Harvester Revue to ballyhoo the 
daily stint of E. R. Vadeboncouer 
on the station. Jan Costley is emcee 
and soloist in the troupe which also 
includes Paul Firenzi, accordion- 
ist: Helen Sanborn, singer; Kenny 
and Arlene Draper, dance team. 
The troupe will play a string of 
25 one-night stands throughout the 
WSYR area, appearing before groups 
of the sponsor's dealers and their 
guests. Costley, station announcer, 
is booking the acts himself, sans 
agent. 

At the same time, WFBL has tied 
up its Bond Clothes daily quarter 
hour with a road show. Don An- 
derson’s orchestra, which appears on 
the sponsor’s Musical Clock program, 
will circuit the small towns in the 
vicinity. Members of the orchestra 
will appear in a men’s style show 














It turned 
out that Gov. Homer Holt of West 


| Virginia is one of her staunch fans 


and called recently, not to request 
any special number, but merely to 
enjoy the privilege of talking with 
Caroline. 

Caroline is Adelaide Roberts, a 
WBT stenographer whose southern 
drawl has so captivated listeners that 
she has become a fixture on the pro- 
gram, which opens with the record- 
ing of ‘Caroline.’ 

A staff announcer makes station 
breaks, looks up records, and keeps 
the turntables spinning in harmony, 
but to WBT listeners the Midnight 


over half of its present hour on CBS | Dancing party means Caroline. 


(Wednesday). for the warm spell. 
Riggs’ managers have countered the 


oil refiner’s bid with a proposition 
that Riggs be given a guarantee of 
39 weeks for next season in addition 
to the 13-week run this summer. 

If Riggs can’t get a long-term guar- 





47,000 VOTES IN TALENT 
STUNT FOR $200 PRIZE 


Salt Lake City, March 5. 








| 
| 


antee right away his managers would| XKSL’s ‘Search for Talent’ program 
prefer to keep-him off the air until | has ended with Lowell Hicks, xylo- 
the fall, by which time, they figure, | phonist, winner of the $200 first 


he would be able to get a full-season 
underwriter. 


WINGS CIGARETTES ON 





36 CANADIAN STATIONS: 





Toronto, March 5. 
Tuckett Tobacco Co. 
cigarets) started last Wednesday (27) 
a weekly half hour, ‘Top Flight 
Tunes,’ over 36 Canadian stations. 
Carroll Lucas is the maestro, with 
Arthur Phillips, Linda Dale and a 
girl] trio on the vocals. 
MacLaren Advertising Co. 
agency. 


is the 





AL PEARCE OFF 





Dole Pineapple Juice Quitting Radio 


for the Present 





Dole Pineapple is revising 
the market limitations factor on the 
juice. 
a character where long-pull planning 
is necessary. Radio will be with- 
drawn for the present, having got- 
ten results faster than expected. 
Pineapple drink only started adver- 
tising of any kind about 1932. 

This season firm has sponsored the 
Al Pearce program over CBS. This 
will go off the air after the April 3 
broadcast. N. W. Ayer is the agency. 





WHN Pitching to F-M 


WHN, N. Y., starts today (Wednes- 
day) to feed daily programs to Wil- 
liam Finch’s frequency modulation 
transmitter, W2XWF, which is oOp- 
erating under a temporary FCC per- 
mit. 

Fitch’s experimental setup oper- 
ates at 1,000 watts on 43,180 mega- 
cycles. 


(Wings 


its 
whole advertising strategy due to 


This Hawaiian industry is of | 


The final broadcast of this 
|13 weeks series, on which Hicks 
| played, drew 47,000 votes, both tele- 
| Phone and mail, making the greatest 
| Single program response recorded 
'over the station. 

The talent search was conducted 
by Lowell Durham, Desert News 


;promoticoa manager. 
| 


| prize. 


during the program and will then 
play for a program of public danc- 
ing. 


Jewelery Store, Now Of 
Formidable Size, Uses 


13 Hrs. Wkly. on WCLE 


Cleveland, March 5. 

New daily half hour show via 
WCLE, places Burt's, Inc., in cham- 
pion class as user of local radio time. 
Show will be recorded ‘Music of All 
Nations’ and gives sponsor a total 
of 13 hours per week. Present lineup 
is hour morning program six days, 
half hour evening program five days, 
half hour Sunday morning and four 
hours Sunday afternoon. All shows 
are aired via WCLE and sponsor has 
also contracted for all time between 
Cleveland Indian double-headers dur- 
ing baseball season. 

Sponsor Louis O. Klivans began 
boosting his jewelry biz in Terminal 
Tower with spot announcements and 
outfit has grown to dept. store rank- 
ing and has budgeted $50,000 for 
radio time during 1940. Sponsor uses 
radio exclusively. 











‘We, the People,’ Young & Rubi- 
cam General Foods show, will be 
staged in Des Moines on March 26 
;at the Shrine, 5,000-seat auditorium. 
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SCAP’s &Page Blast 


—=—====3 





ASCAP which has remained reticent (maddeningly so for newspapers 


men) through most of its quarter 


century of existence departed sen. 


sationally from that policy as a result of the membership’s genera} 
peeve over the arrest of Gene Buck in Phoenix, Arizona. ASCAP re- 


gards this move as ‘not cricket’ in business relations and said so in 


an eight-page telegram sent over the weekend to all newspapers, 
ASCAP message to the press said in part: 


microphones working. 


‘This is a case of the law being used to further purely private selfish 
commercial interests. No user of music in the State of Montana has 
paid a cent to any composer or author in the United States during three 

. years’ continued use of their compositions in the commercial amuse- 
ment enterprises of that state. Broadcasters of Montana are entirely 
unwilling to pay for the use of music, the raw material which keeps the 


‘The fight between ASCAP and a few broadcasters has its roots in an 
issue which has already been successfully litigated all the way to the 


Supreme Court of the United States with complete vindication for 
ASCAP’s claims at every step. Our operations are based upon the 
Federal copyright law, which is designed to protect the mental prop- 
erty of composers and authors against commercial exploitation and 


infringement. 


‘The broadcasters procured the introduction of anti-ASCAP bills in 


some 30 separate states. Mr. Frank Murphy, associate justice of the 
Supreme Court, then Governor of Michigan, vetoed such a bill, as did 
also Governor Miles of the state of New Mexico. Such bills which 


cated as unconstitutional.’ 


were enacted by the states of Washington, Montana and Florida are 
presently under litigation to test their constitutionality, and laws which 
were enacted by Nebraska and Tennessee have already been adjudi- 








Willson, Herrmann To 


Air Their Symphs in April 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Two radio musical directors will 
have their symphonies premiered in 
April. First out will be Meredith 
Willson’s musical opus based on Cal- 


ifornia missions. He waves the 
baton on Dick Powell's java show. 

Bernard Herrmann, music con- 
ductor for Orson Welles on Camp- 
bell Playhouse, has completed his 
tone poem on ‘Moby Dick’ and John 
Barbirolli, while conducting the L. A. 
philharmonic orchestra, gives it a 
first rendition April 14. Willson’s 
Symph unveils April 4 on Standard 
Hour over NBC, 


FHV 444444-44 4444444444444 


Miami Crosstalk : 


P4449 444444446446446444464- 


Miami, March 5. 

Ed Thorgerson guesting on Dinty 
Dennis’s Dugout via WQAM before 
planing to Cat Cay for a try at the 
big ones. 

Jim Moran, now in Miami being 
tanned on one side, so Fred Waring 
and Paul Douglas can settle their 
claim as to whether Florida or Cali- 
fornia solar systems are hotter. 
Trains out for the Coast Wednesday. 

WKAT only local outlet able to 
clear time for airing of the Widner 
from Hialeah. Orvel Revell did the 
call. 

Bryan Field taking it easy, after 
winding up the Mutual pickups from 
Hialeah. 

Kay Kyser wraps up his Lucky 
Strike pickups from here this week. 

Miami's city publicity budget next 
season will provide a gratis wire to 
N. Y. for all net shows originating 
locally. 











Showmen Think Sha 


A trade demonstration of inventor 
Edwin Armstrong’s so-called ‘fre- 
| quency-modulation’ type of radio 
| broadcasting in the ultra high chan- 
|nels was given Thursday (29) at the 
Ritz Towers, New York. Picking up 
an F-M broadcast from Alpine, N. J., 
‘the demonstration was regarded by 





| impartial observers as impressive 
technically, but the occasion con- 
tributed little light as to how the 


innovation will affect existing broad- 
cast conditions, if and when the 
Armstrong method is adopted. The 
commercial benefits, and for whom, 
remain vague. 

The occasion did serve to direct 
consideration for the first time to 
some of the possible program prob- 
lems the ‘fidelity’ tone transmission 
may bring with it. Production-mind- 
ed radio men noted certain aspects 
|of the demonstration as significant. 
| Impression prevailed that frequency 
modulation avoids brass, uses strings 
by conscious preference, Again, it 
seemed, the sharp tonal pick-up 
catches the scratch of phonograph 
needles. While the sound is admit- 
tedly clearer, it was remarked that 











| the human ear is not always friendly 
| to such edged precision of syllables. 
The S's were thought to over-linger. 

Program-builders foresee that the 
scope of radio sound effects would 
be widened by Armstrong transmis- 
sion. They were unable to decide 
how important this could be in the 
future, but the graphic registry of 
pouring water, a saw biting through 
wood, a match being struck and bells 
ringing all stimulated the producer- 
type imagination. However, the 
tearing of paper was considered an 
indication of the production hazards 
of the system, it being quite unlike 
the same effect on ordinary radio, 

Because of the complex engineer- 
ing factors and because the merits 
of the Armstrong radio system is 
confused by actual or threatened 
feuding between the patent giants, 
the Armstrong frequency modulation 
is a tough baby for t!.e non-technical, 
neutral observer. Claims that it’s the 
greatest stride forward in radio en- 
gineering of the past 10 years, and 
that it will revolutionize the indus- 
try eventually, are answered by 
skeptical ‘Oh, yeahs’ from other ob- 
servers, 

The Armstrong camp seems to 
have won all the publicity battles 


—~7 





rper Sound ‘ffects 
F-M’s Most Vital Production Aspect 


in the past year, but the coubters 
have not been conquered to date. 
They say that the high prices of 
sets, the costly need for complete re- 
tooling of transmission, is a grave 
handicap practically with no ade- 
quate appeal to the public to com- 
pensate. Ordinary reception is so 
good today some wonder if the ‘no 
static’ sales slant is i .portant. 


Inventor declares the program 
pickup factor of F-M is easily solved. 
‘Just move the orchestra further 
away from. the mikes,’ he explains, 
adding that it’s comparable to the 
setup for symphonies under present 
conditions. 

Last week’s event in New York 
was a ballyhoo stunt arranged by 
F-M Broadcasters, Inc. This is a 
sort of tentative trade association of 
some 40 stations or individuals who 
pay in dues for the advancement of 
F-M. John Shepard is a leader, as 
are John Hogan, Franklin Doolittle 
and Walter Damm. 

This group is aiming everything at 
the March 18 hearing before the 
FCC, when the allocation of 15 ‘or 
more F-M channels with sponsorship 
privileges will be sought. Many new 
stations are anticipated if F-M gets 





the green light. 





| fit’s shopping expert, 








ASCAP TERMS 
READY BEFORE 
CONVENTION 


Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers held its regular 
monthly meeting last Thursday (29) 
and confined itself to routine mat- 
ters and passing a resolution con- 
demning the arrest of Gene Buck the 
week before in Arizona at the in- 
stigation of Montana broadcasters. 
The election of officers was put off 
again, this time until the March 28 
meeting, when Buck is expected to 
be present. 

The board also decided to call a 
special meeting for the discussion of 
the new broadcasting license which 
has been worked out by a special 
committee within ASCAP. This new 
contract will go out to the broad- 
casters at least a month in advance 
of the scheduled convention of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
in San Francisco Aug. 5. 


WCAE GETS ANOTHER 
DEPARTMENT STORE 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

WCAE, having cracked elusive de- 
partment store field here for first 
time couple of months ago with the 
sale of a half-hour weekly musical 
show to Gimbel’s, is continuing to 
make further inroads. Station now 
has a 13-week contract with Frank 
& Seder’s. 

Twice-weekly programs, quarter 
hour each, ‘will be labeled ‘School of 
Charm’ and are to emanate from the 
store, with Polly Malone, Hearst out- 
interviewing 
buyers of various departments, who 
will discuss latest in fashions for her 











‘and also hand out tips on what's to 


be expected in clothes. 
Account set through Earl Bothwell 


| agency. 





Lydia Pinkham Back 


Lydia Pinkham Compound is com- 
ing back to radio by the spot ane 
nouncement route. It vill be two to 
four transcribed blurbs a day, s§!x 
days a week. 

Erwin-Wasey is the agency. 


Fred Weber’s Vacation 


Fred Weber, general manager of 
the Mutual Network, is taking what 
he insists is a week’s vacation in 
Miami. It’s unprecedented. The 
missus (Ruth Braden-Betz) is with 
him, 

They’re flying back to New York 
Sunday (11). 


MIDGLEY’S LOUISVILLE TRIP 
Ned Midgley, B.B.D. & O. time 
buyer, was in Louisville last week 
conferring with Brown & William- 
son tobacco execs on the use of a 
half-hour show, which had been pro- 
duced and recorded by the agency 8 
Hollywood office. ; 
B.B.D. & O’s idea is to have this 
series scheduled on a spot basis. 
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~— ‘Clubwomen Vs. Drudges’ Echo 


(The following communication from an advertising counsel in Los Angeles 
is in reference to VARIETY’s recent story captioned ‘Clubwomen vs. Drudges’ 
which examined certain implications of the ‘we're not listening’ movement 
which was incubated in the ‘elegant and lofty’ Westchester county north of 
ihe Bronx. The word ‘drudges’ was employed by Variety to designate the 
hard-working underprivileged housewives in the back country and not the 
college and sorority-bred wives of young professionals to whom George 





‘ Logan Price refers as in the lower income brackets. 


In concentrating on his allergy to the word ‘drudge’ as a claimed affront 
to well-educated persons the advertising counsel has ignored the main 
thesis of the VARIETY story, to wit: 


a. Clubwomen play organizational politics. 
b. Publicity helps them advance in their own organizations. 


c. Radio seems to be a good-natured whipping boy through which club- 
women can get lots of publicity. 


In raising the question if the Variety staff has ever crossed the Hudson 
river Price indulges in one of the great hinterland credoes, that New York- 
ers are not Americans. Perhaps 40% of VarIETy’s news and views orig- 
jnate outside New York City and Variety staffmen travel about exten- 
sively and frequently, one member of the radio editorial staff having 
recently returned from a three months’ coast-to-coast trip solely to find 
out how people were thinking. : 

But don’t get us wrong, some of our best friends are clubwomen and 
advertising counselors.—Ed. ) 





upon the output of ‘hack’ radio 
writers for such culture as they may 
acquire. They are quite as smart 
and as sophisticated in what we gen- 
erally mean by the latter term as is 
the average New Yorker. If you 
doubt this, make a survey of the 
in their attitude toward certain day- | engine the seally aoed literatene at 
time drama programs, while on page | 4 cage: ; 

29, in one A yes cleverest reviews I | the day. gree the — = hinowe 
have read in a long time, your cor. Magazine such, as Time, Newsweek 
eS et ae ee cana | homes in the $2,000 income section 
. y & y “esr’")} in any average American city and 


that the clubwomen are right. to ae . - 
; ; 'send out questionnaires asking the 
May I suggest that the chief diff- ‘ladies what their cultural back- 


culty with daytime radio programs | : , : 

is the same difficulty which causes <tc eng Pn agg = 
your editorial comments on the sit- | 7 : : F 
uation to be less intelligent, to my | Another thing...let’'s not worry 
mind, than the satirical comments of | 00 much about the modern women 
friend Gold, regardless of whether | in the $2,000 or less income group 
the latter is entirely right with re- | being a drudge. Let's take the city 
gard to the particular show that he | °f Phoenix, Ariz., as an example. In 


Los Angeles. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

You boys on Variety should try 
to get together. In a current issue 
of Variety you take up a lot of space 
on pages 23 and 24 trying to prove 
that the clubwomen are all wrong 





wr 


pans or not. 


I know that as a New Yorker you 
will not agree with me, and I know 
that my argument is as old as the 
hills, but I do think it would do 
some of you boys a helluva lot of 


good if you got out of your own | 


little hick island and discovered 
America. If you did this I do not 
believe that you would insult the 
rank and file of American woman- 
hood, as I think you have in your 
editorial comments on pages 23 
and 24, 


You seem to take it for granted 
that anybody who must subsist on an 





income of $2,000 or less cannot be | 
other than a low-brow, so lacking in | 
culture as not even to read the daily 
newspapers, a drudge and so on and | 
on. I wonder if you realize that | 
probably 70% and possibly a much | 
higher percentage of our American 
incomes are in the $2,000 or less | 
bracket and were, even before the | 
depression. Also, do you realize | 
what a large proportion of our entire 
Population is represented by those | 
who must live within these moder- | 
ate incomes? 


Who are these people? They are 
first of all young professional peo- 
ple just out of college and trying to 
get a foothold. I venture to say that | 


the young lawyer, dentist or doctor | 
or the engineer who earns more than 
$1,500 net the first year or two is the 
exception rather than the rule. Yet | 
this young fellow like as not has | 
married on leaving school, especially | 
if he is of the professional type who | 
does not complete his training until | 
he is 24 years old or older, and he. 
has married a woman of his own 
kind who has been reared in a nice | 
home and who has had the benefit of 
a college education. | 


of 


| this more or less typical western 
| town of around 60,000 people, 1,800 
|domestie air-cooling systems were 
| installed last year; probably 70% of 
|the homes have electrical refrigera- 
|tors, probably 80% have vacuum 
| cleaners. Last year alone 2,200 new 
| refrigerators were sold, 1,900 electri- 
| cal washers and 2,000 vacuum clean- 
ers. It is senseless to say that wom- 
en who have all of these electrical 


| servants to help them are drudges. 


| You may not be aware of the fact 
that with the modern range, whether 
| electrical or gas (and I would be 
| willing to bet you my year’s income 
| Of $2,000 or less that at least 90% 
of the women in this income bracket 
have such ranges) you can put your 
dinner in the oven at 10 o’clock in 
the morning, set the timing and tem- 
perature controls and go gadding un- 
til dinner time with no further drudg- 
ery so far as meal making is con- 
cerned. And the average housewife 
of today does just that any time she 
feels so inclined. 

Wash-day drudgery has been al- 
most eliminated 
have electric washers, and I suspect 


| that at least 70% of the women who | 
do not send their washing to a power | 


laundry do have electric washers. 
The fact of the matter is that any 


; woman in the $2,000 income group 


today probably has at least five times 
as much leisure as women in the 
$10,000 bracket had a generation ago. 


Innumerable surveys have proved 
that the average woman uses this 
leisure intelligently, and that read- 
ing and other forms of self-improve- 
ment rank first in the list of things 
for which she uses this leisure. She 
may not concern herself with some 
the fellow traveler activities 
which your article suggests should 


in homes which | 


CRIBS SAY MORE 
PLOT NOW NEEDED 


Daytime 10% Slower Than 
Nighttime, Due to Distrac- 
tion Factor, But Scripts in 
General Now Faster Than 


Some Years Ago 





KIDS ALL OR NONE 





A number of arresting develop- 
ments have been observed recently 
in radio drama. They sum up as 
; follows: 


1. Playlets, whether individual or 
serial, are played faster than was 
irue some years ago. 

2. Listeners listen faster, especi- 
ally children who give rapt attention 
or no attention at all. 

3. Writers are more skillful and 
have learned how to paint scenes and 
characiers with an economy of lines. 
The long-winded introduction by the 
announcer has been curtailed or 
eliminated. 

Writers estimate that the faster 
tempo of 1940 scripts demands an 
extra two pages of dialog to fill out 
the same amount of air time. This is 
not to be considered as ‘padding’ but 
as enrichment of plot and charac- 
terization. 

These technical considerations take 
on particular significance in the light 
of recent blasts against the daytime 
weepers. If the stronger tempo 
bears up as a broad truth it suggests 
that the daytime serials have, in 
common with the ten year curve for 
nighttime comedy shows, tended to 
improve audience taste, discrimina- 
tion and alertness to script values. 
It still remains true, however, that 
daytime programs are paced about 
10% slower than nighttime stuff. 

Authors who no longer require 
lengthy explanations by a narrator 
now often gain the former effect by 


(Continued on page 33) 





dreds of thousands of progressive 
young women whom our colleges 
have turned out during the last 
decade. You will find that these 
young women are not s‘atic, but are 
going places and helping their hus- 
bands to get somewhere. Not all 
of them belong to study clubs or or- 
ganizations which are agonizing over 
unemployment, share cropping, so- 
cial diseases and what not, but they 
are doing a better job of living than 
|'any women of their class have ever 
| been able to do before. 

These women may not be ‘so ele- 
|gunt nor lofty’ in the New York 
' sense, but they are intelligent, well- 
leducated women in the average 
| American sense. Whether radio is 
or is not dragging down their I. Q. 
lis a question which I am not pre- 





| pared to discuss impartially, but I 
| surely do not agree with you that 
|‘having no time for reading (women 
‘in general are notoriously poor news- 
| paper readers) these women are im- 
bibing some new social ideas from 
| radio programs, even if these ideas 
| are no more than the potboiling out- 
put of radio hacks.’ If they are im- 
| bibing new social idea> from radio 
| it is not because they have no other 
| sources. 

| I have great faith in and affection 
| for radio. I think that unquestion- 
iably it is the greatest cultural me- 
|dium the world has ever known, I 





I haven't dug into the statistics | Occupy the time of clubwomen and) don’t believe, however, that radio 


lately, but I would be willing to bet | 
that at least 40% of the doctors, | 
lawyers, dentists, engineers and so | 
{ rth, even after they have been | 
Cut of school five to 10 years, do| 
not net more than $2,000 per annum. | 
Add to these a lot of college-trained | 
bank clerks, salesmen, service sta- | 
tion operators and attendants, ga- 
rage ‘mechanics, radio artists and 
technicians and what not, and you 

ve a vast population which surely 
does not belong in that mystical land 
of Moronia which you have created 
'Q your own imagination. 8 
These young people do not, as you 
nsist, read only pulp magazines, or 
_othing at all. They do not depend 





other intelligent ladies of the day, | 


but she is doing more than any wom- 
an has ever done up to this time to 
make herself a good wife, a good 
mother, a good citizen and a good 
customer for the merchandiser who 
make an intelligent appeal to her 
interests. 


I knew whereof I speak. For 15 
years I edited small town newspa- 
pers where I came in close contact 
with the typical women of the vari- 
ous communities which I served. To 
call any of these women drudges or 
to suggest that they are morons is 
both insulting and ridiculous. You 
will find in this $2,000 or less income 
bracket probably 90% of the hun- 


will ever fully realize its possibilities 
so long as national spokesmen for 
the industry take the attitude which 
Variety did in its issue of Feb. 7. 
This is said in a friendly spirit, for 
I yield to no man in admiration for 
your splendid publication. But, with 
all the resources at your command, 
why jon’t you help radio solve this 
vital question of whether it is or 
is not meeting the needs of modern 
American women by making a na- 
tional survey or by having Dr. Gal- 
lup or some other responsible re- 
search organization make 
survey for you. 
George Logan Price. 
Advertising Counsel. 











what was what. If there was any 
women the sponsors would act and 


largely artificial. 


snap. 


genuine dissatisfaction among the 
act fast. However, their investiga- 


tions have convinced them the inspiration of the ‘movement’ was 


Rightly or wrongly a woman with a large stake in radio has been 
tabbed privately as the probable fountainhead of the wherewithal that 
organized the abrupt activity, which took a lot of clubwomen into tow. 
. The businessmen have quietly familiarized themselves with a prom- 
inent dealer in public opinion, who guarantees over 1,000 organiza- 
tions can be marshalled behind any movement at this expert’s finger- 











AUTHORS NEVER ATHLETIC 


Hammond’s Tooth, Mort Lewis’ Eyes 
Affected by Skiing 








Joys of life in the Connecticut 
countryside are just so much static 
to Laurence Hammond, script writer 
and director with the Transamerican 
office. In a skiing accident over the 
weekend, he broke a tooth, compli- 
cating a jaw infection from which 
he was already suffering. 

Another author, Mort Lewis, is 
snow-blind at moment from a ski 
adventure. 


Only 20 Seconds 





Disgruntled Almost-Winner Ties Up : 
Coin of Tums Company in Albany 


Albany, March 5. 

Cornelius C. Dumont of this city, 
who claims $1,000 as winner in the 
‘Pot of Gold’ broadcast of Jan. 9, 
last week obtained a writ of attach- 
ment from Supreme Court Justice 
Russell, under which a levy was 
served by the sheriff’s office on an 
account owed to the Lewis-Howe 
Company, sponsors of the broadcast, 
by a local dealer. 

Since the Lewis-Howe firm is a 
Missouri corporation it was neces- 
sary to find some property in this 
state as a prerequisite to serving a 
summons, it was explained. 

Dumont’s name was called on the 
‘Pot of Gold’ program for $1,000 six 
weeks ago. He says he was at his 
home, listening to the program, and 
heard his name selected. The phone, 
he says, never rang. He says the 
company failed and refused to pay 


Between Shows 
For Ed East 


Ed East will have only 20 seconds 
between two local broadcasts start- 
ing next Monday (11) over WEAF 
and WJZ, New York. He does five 


minutes on the first station at 6:20 | 
and then does four minutes and 40 | 
seconds on WJZ at 6:25. Both are} 
for the same sponsor and are identi- 


him the $1,000, giving him $100 in- 
stead. 

The man charges the defendant 
was careless and negligent in failing 
to ascertain his correct telephone 
number in the then current directory 
and wants payment of $900 more. 

It is charged the company, in put- 
ting a call through to him, used his 
old number at 7 Elberon place, from 
which he had moved. The summons 
and complaint were filed Tuesday 
(27) in the Albany county clerk’s 
office here. 











such a} 


cal programs, consisting of East 
piano playing, singing, spieling the 
commercials and handling a jingle 
contest offering $5 cash prizes. Pep- 
sicola, which has been one of East’s 
early morning participants on his 
‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ over WJZ is 





the sponsor. Newell-Emmett is the 
agency. 

East does his one-man shows six | 
nights a week, and will also con- | 
tinue his owl sessions every morning 


save Sunday. 


ALL-WITE GOES FROM 
BANDS TO SWAMIS: 


Odd twist developed in the choice | 
of a summer program for Griffin | 
All-White Shoe Polish. Heretofore | 
the account has preferred dance or- | 
chestras as light and summery, but | 
last year developed a hunch that, 
the networks used too many orches- 
tras on sustaining basis to fill in | 
the warm weather gaps. Hence, to, 
the public, a music program might 
not have the proper association of | 
ideas. Right or wrong the theory 
stuck. 

New show this year uses Hereward 
Carrington, who says 98% of spirit- 
ualism is bunk. The program deals 
with the other 2% under the title) 
‘Who Knows?’ Jack Johnstone is, 
writer-director. Show goes Mutual 
March 16 for a Saturday 8-8:30 p.m. 
stanza. Agency is Bermingham, Cas- | 


| 











KRNT, Des Moines, staged a leap 





etc, 


| ill 


tleman & Pierce, N. Y. 


| 


| ture scripts with her assistant, Helen 


year party on Feb. 29 with the talent | 
switching places—the commentators | E 
singing, the singers commentating, | ker Family’ series, but gave it up 


Internat’! Biz Machine 
Sponsors Tibbett, Pons 
One-Time From N.Y. Expo 


Lawrence Tibbett and Lily Pons 





| will broadcast May 13 from the New 


York World’s Fair, the first time any 
name artists have appeared on pro- 
grams originating from there. It 
will be a 60-minute show, but the 
network hasn’t been set. W1UL, Bos- 
ton, will carry the _ international 
short-wave. 

Program, which will be in connec- 
tion with International Business Ma- 
chine Day at the Fair, will be spon- 
sored by International Business Ma- 
chine Corp. and will originate in the 
Court of Peace. , 


Pick and Pat Discs 


Fitger Brewing Co. will sponsor a 
series of recorded daily 15-minute 
shows by Pick and Pat over various 
stations throughout Texas, beginning 
the next week or two. Ed Wolf is 
producing them in New York. 

Agency is Sherman & Marquette, 
Chicago. 


Vera Oldham Quite Ill 


Vera Oldham, writer of the ‘Ellen 
Randolph’ daily serial, is seriously 
with pneumonia in St. Luke’s 
hospital, N. Y. She was several 
weeks ahead on the show, but in the 
last few days has been outlining fu- 











Walpole. Latter is doing the actual 
writing for the present. 
Miss Oldham originated the ‘Par- 


some months ago. 


t 


PEEDING UP 


Serial String-Pullers Tabbed — 


That ‘movement’ directed at daytime serials, which suddenly cropped 
up some weeks ago and as suddenly disappeared, did not go unin- 
vestigated by the corporations which have millions of dollars invested 
in radio programs. These auspices wanted to know who was who, and 
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30 VARIETY 


Daylight Saving Bow-Out Probable 
Cue for General Station Shift 


the end of daylight saving in late 
September, although the FCC in an 
order adopted last month in antici- 
pation of the readjustment fixed the 
expiration date of all outstanding 
tickets as Aug. 1. Three more months 
will be needed, it was feared, to 
complete the monumental engineer- 
ing studies which must precede is- 
suance of orders specifying the fre- 
quency each American plant will 
use when the pact goes into effect. 
If any substantial resistance is - 
‘ countered or many proprietors de- 
spectrum transfers are in me tne | Tiae they want to apply for other 
— bg A tae bo iting |{2cilities, it may + - 
ow ne 
on this country before shuffling as- in gaa ome © , 
signments of their transmitters. Be-| pipe FCC said recently it has 
eae pan Arg eden ae cn heen advised by the State Depart- 
’ ~ 

will take longer for the United |"°a! pow Me Sn catitving the 
States to make the sweeping adjust- | pact after prolonged delay. An- 
ments than for any of the other jouncements remarked that it will 
three parties. a ae be impossible to fix the individual 

Only one minor complication of an | assignments until a comprehensive 
international nature remains to be | plan has been perfected in conjunc- 
ironed out. Under a side under- |tion with the other three signatories, 
standing between the U. S. and since ‘a shift in any one assignment 
— a. re Rt | me affect materially the entire 
ow the Rio Grande are to | plan.’ 
wholly clear in this country and on be 
two others American use is to be! 
strictly limited. Some details such 
as separation still have to be ar- 
ranged, but this job is not regarded 
as liable to cause any serious diffi- 
culty or add to the time needed to 
prepare for the shift. 

Domestic plants may not be com- 
pelled to move to new berths until 


KMOX MAGIC KITCHEN HITS 
A NEW HIGH IN ATTENDANCE 


... during an all-time 
low in weather 














Washington, March 5. 


Official information that Mexico 
tied no strings to the North Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Agreement in rati- 
fying the pact which will open 14 
more channels for U. S. use has now 
cleared the way for reallocation of 
all American transmitters. Whether | 
the shift can take place Aug. 1 as 
desired by the FCC appeared doubt- 
ful this week, however. 

Informal talks with Canada and 
Cuba about carrying out the general 








Texas Increases Sought 


San Antonio, March 5. 
KTSA here has applied to the 
Federal Communications Commission 
for an increase in power from one 
kilowatt to five kilowatt power. 
KFJZ at Fort Worth has applied 
for a similar increase. 











Despite one of the most severe winters 


in St. Louis history, attendance records 


at the KMOX “Magic Kitchen” Audi- 





torium were smashed to bits this season. 


CREDIT goes chiefly to Jane Porter, charming hostess 
and master of home science and cookery. BENEFIT 
goes chiefly to KMOX food and household product 
advertisers. Miss Porter has enthusiastically recom- 
mended their products, has demonstrated them 
repeatedly...to countless women of well-above- 


average purchasing powet. 


This is a service feature for KMOX food product 
advertisers. Many of the sponsors did not ask for it 
but they all felt its results...with thousands of new 
users and heaping portions of extra good-will. Your 
product (if it’s a food or household item) becomes 
entitled to this same healthy bonus the minute your 


program goes on the air from... 


KMOX st. tovis - 50,000 watts - eps 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. Represented by Radio Sales with offices 
in New York + Chicago - Detroit + St. Louis 
Charlotte, N.C. - Los Angeles + San Francisco 
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Pan-American 


Continued from page 27 











Le 


deepening and broadening of un- 
derstanding between the peoples of 
American republics and which may 
be of more general benefit to these 
countries. I look forward to the 
development of this initiative with 
genuine interest.’ 
4 Endorsements 


The new project already has en- 
dorsements from Canada, Brazil, 
Mexico and Dominican Republic. 
Some 20 Latin-American countries 
will be invited to participate. At 
present the air school is used in 
classrooms in the U. S. by an esti- 
mated 150,000 teachers to assist in 
the education of more than 5,000,000 
pupils. Recently it was ‘adopted’ as 
the official classroom radio project 
of the National Education Associa- 
tion of the U. S., comprised of more 
than 983,000 teacher-members. Dur- 
ing the past six months CBS has got- 
ten the program officially adopted by 
state boards of education of 11 states, 
and similar action is being mulled in 
many others. 

Spanish-speaking countries not in 
a position to produce their own 
programs from CBS scripts will be 
invited to participate in utilization 
of the programs through the services 
of neighboring countries by way of 
either long or short wave. CBS also 
will send, cuffo, the Teachers’ Man- 
ual and Classroom Guide, which it 
has been giving to teachers. Span- 
ish translations will be supplied in 
mimeograph form to Spanish-speak- 
ing countries. 


Others who have given the nod of 
approval for CBS’ plan are Dr. Leo 
S. Rowe, director general of the Pan- 
American Union: Laurence Duggan, 
chief of the Division of American 
Republics, Department of State; Dr. 
Carroll R. Reed, newly elected prez 
of the American Assn. of School Ad- 
ministrators; Gladstone Murray, di- 
rector-general of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.; Dr. Francisco 
Castello Najero, Mexican Ambassa- 
dor to the U. S.; Loring C. Christie, 
Canadian Minister to the U. S., and 
Dr. Andreas Pastoriza, Minister of 
the Dominican Republic to the U. S. 


Rowe and Duggan, in a special 
broadcast from Washington last 
week aired here, accepted CBS’ bid 
for participation and in a broadcast 
here by Reed a message was read 
from Gladstone Murray, in which he 
announced that a group of Canadian 
educators already were busily en- 
gaged in assembling material which 
Canada will contribute to the 1940-41 
campaign. 

CBS plans a total of 130 scripts or 
enough for five half-hour broadcasts 
weekly through seven months, 


Much Local Attention 


Commercial, as well as sustaining 
programs were knocked awry at St. 
Louis stations last week during the 
four-day school administrators’ con- 
clave. The stations vied with each 
other for originating programs for 
local consumption and the networks. 
KMOX, through Jerry Hoekstra, di- 
rector of public affairs, broadcast a 
total of five hours, some for the net- 
work. Commercial accounts that got 
rainchecks were Slack Furniture Co., 
Ford Dealers of St. Louis, Alpen 
Brau beer, and Josephine Halpin’s 
bankrolled ‘Let's Discuss the News’ 
program, 

KWK made five pickups of 
speeches from the rostrum of the 
convention hall. 
were divided between Mutual an 
NBC and the fifth was iounaek se 
the local area. KWK was not forced 
to cancel any commercial programs 
and simply juggled the sustainers. 
WTMV, across the river, also chipped 
in with four 15-minute and two 10- 
minute programs, but these were in- 
terviews, addresses, etc., made in the 
Studios by educators who taxied 
ge the Mississippi. No commer- 
lal accounts were distur 3 
ve an e disturbed by these 


WBT's Demonstration 





Charlotte, March 5. 

; WBT will cooperate with the Na- 
tional Education Association in air- 
ing a demonstration of Columbia’s 
‘American School of the Air’ March 
14 in Greenville, S. C., before 6,000 
teachers of the state system. William 
Winter of WBT, Southern educafion 
director for CBS, will be in charge 
and Caldwell Cline, WBT production 
head, will handle production. Cast 
for demonstration will be furnished 
by Furman University of Greenville. 

Sterling Fisher, CBS head of Edu- 
cation, will take part along with Dr. 
Belmont Farley of Washington, head 
of air public relations for NEA. The 
program will be repeated March 15 


in Raleigh for North Carolina teach- 
ers. 
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$100 BRIGHT SAYINGS 


Baby Snooks Character Supplied by 
Audience Material 








Even Maxwell House Coffee has 
gone in for sizeable money give- 
aways. It’s paying $100 for every 
bright juvenile saying it accepts and 
has enacted on the Good News show 
(NBC). 

Stunt makes its debut on to- 
morrow’s (Thursday) installment. 
Baby Snooks (Fanny Brice) and 
Hanley Stafford will do the en- 
acting. 


36.9% OF RCA 
REVENUE FROM 
NBC 


_— --— 


CASES HEARD 
IN TEXAS 


Dallas, Mar 

Preparing for hearings on aes 
tion of licenses of five Texas stations 
charged with ‘hidden Ownership,’ 
three FCC officials arrived here Fri. 
day (1). Inchuded are George 3 
Porter, assistant general counsel; De. 
Quincy Sutton, head accountant, and 
Hugh B. Hutchinson, attorney, 

Hearings here will be held before 
Commissioner George Henry Payne 
Hearing on a sixth station, KTBC. 
Austin, set for today (5) at Austin 
— local session opening Thursday 
(7), 

‘Stations on spot include KNET 
Palestine; KRBA, Lufkin; KAND. 
Corsicana; KSAM, Huntsville, and 
KGKB, Tyler. Licenses have been 
ordered revoked, but public hearings 
were asked and outlets may continue 
broadcasting pending outcome. 





Radio Corp. of America net profit 
totaled $8,082,811 in 1939 or $670,739 
above 1938, according to the annual 
report which went out to stockhold- 
ers last week. This is equal to 35c. 
per common share after all preferred 
dividends were paid last year. 

Gross income was $110,494,398 dur- 
ing the 12-month period, an increase 
of $10,526,288 over the preceding 
year. RCA reported that all divi- 
dends on preferred shares outstand- 
ing were paid and a divvy of 20c. 
declared on the common, represent- 
ing a total distribution of $5,992,009 
up until Jan. 16 this year (common 
divvy paid on that date). 

Breakdown of consolidated gross 
income showed that 36.9% came from 





—_——- 


place of securities listed on the bal. 
ance sheet, is now represented by 
44,757 shares of $100 par 6% con. 
vertible preferred stock, 316,328 
shares of common and 555,254 option 
warrants. Annual dividends of 
$268,542 are cumulative after Feb, 1 
this year on the RKO preferred, 
This is first time since the 

tion of the network RCA has dis- 
closed in its annual stockholders re- 
port what portion of its income came 
| from NBC, The NBC figure that the 








broadcasting (NBC), 50.7% from! report cites is $40,707,032, which is 
manufacturing, 7.9% from communi- | without agency commissions included. 
cations, and 45% from all other) The billings as released by NBC to 
sources. 


the trade for '39 were $45,244,354, 
RCA showed a total earned sur- The RCA report charges among its 
plus of $20,531,335 as of Dec. 31 last, | assets $806,947 as spent in television 
an increase of $1,469,831 over the| field tests. The report states that 
surplus at the close of the previous| every one of the combine’s opera- 
year. Bank loans were reduced from} tions delivered a profit. This con- 
$8,000,000 to $4,000,000, with the rate! solidated net profit, with about $4. 
of interest cut from 2%% to 1%4°%.| 000,000 of it estimated by the trade 
Company still had $13,440,164 in cash| as coming from NBC, amounted to 
on hand and in banks at close of, $8,082,811, or 9% better than it had 
year after using $4,000,000 to trim! been in ’38. 
notes payable to banks. At the end | 
of 1939, the ratio of current assets 
to current liabilities was 2.4 to 1. 
Report mentions that reorganiza-| Fraya Lund, Swedish mezzo’ s0- 
tion proceedings of Radio-Keith-| prano and protege of Rienald Wer- 
Orpheum Corp. were terminated in| renrath, now on WFAA. 
January this year and that as a re-| Singer is former resident of New 
sult RCA’s investment in RKO, in! York. 





Fraya Lund at WFAA 
Dallas, March 8. 
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When business is so good in 


-—where per capita retail sales 
are consistently 409% above the 
national average—year in and 
It’s a market where 


people have more to spend on 


any market it makes the front 
page of an important New York 
newspaper—it’s a good time and 


place to sell your products, 


year out, 


themselves because they have to 


WTIC can help you make the spend less on sales, income and 


most of this prosperous market other taxes! 
WTI wars 
WATTS 


A. MUST .FOR A BIG JOB IN THE BIG SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND MARKET 


Nutwors 
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4 “Our Blue Network Sulsmen laugh when they're asked... 


Whatil | use for money? 


: says KEITH KIGGINS, NBC Blue Network Director 
















ip,’ 
ri. 
B, 
De. 
ind 
ore 
ne You don’t need a million 
ti 1 
hay dollars to do a national adver- 
2 tising job on the Blue. It gives 
r you Money Market coverage 
ss * at lowest cost nationally! 
oie To our sensitive ears not long ago, came word 
“ that wherever advertising men get together... 
on on trains or in taverns .. . at home or along 
- “Advertising Row”. .. they are saying a lot of 
ot complimentary things about the NBC Blue 
Network. So we shooed our Inquiring Photog- 
ep rapher out into the wintry winds to take photos, 
> ask questions and, in general, find out about 
~ the Blue kudos. 
is His report verifies our own sentiments that 
e the Blue is 1940’s best advertising buy. And 
4 here are three quick reasons why: 
i 
re Low Cost Coverage, the result of the famous 
ee Blue Network Discount Plan,which enables 
“ the size of your network to grow with your 
nie business—economically! 
had 
Concentrated Coverage of America’s Money Markets, 
a the places where 72% of the country’s effec- 
a | tive buying power is located. 
fer- 
al Blue Circulation Bonuses — periodical, substantial, 
law a : “- 
: ; extra audience dividends at no extra cost, 
-_ No laughing matter for Keith Kiggins, was getting up the wherewithal to foot his Stork Club bill a few nights ago. due to continuous station improvements. 


However, with true Kiggins philosophy he declared, ‘““There’s nothing more worth paying for than a good time— 
except any time on the Blue Network, where costs are the lowest of any national advertising medium.” With 
Mr. K. are Mrs. Kiggins, Satevepost contributor Jack Alexander and Mrs. Alexander. 


Best proof of the Blue’s ability to “up”’ sales 
for its clients—at all-time low costs—is revealed 
by the fact that during 1939 70% of this net- 
work’s 1938 advertisers renewed—and 17 new 
clients joined up! 

We are eager to show you that sales begin 
where the Blue begins! And at the amazingly 
low cost of less than $5000 for a night-time 
half hour, coast to coast! If you haven’t care- 
fully reviewed today’s Blue Network facts, 
you're overlooking America’s outstanding low- 
cost sales maker! National Broadcasting Co. 
A Radio Corporation of America Service. 








Puss in the commer (below) being stuffed with short-bread, be- 
longs to Jimmy James, NBC Adirector. Reason for his and 
‘secretary Mary Coyne’s gaiety is found in this James quota- 
tion: “I just heard some good news. Another of our Blue 





Considering himself a bit of a sleuth, the NBC Jacob Thaller (left) is “Jack,” and Isadore 


Boarding the evening choo-choo for home, NBC 





Inquiring Photographer stopped off at Louis 
& Armand’s. Standing at the entrance in 
chin-fest were NBC salesman John McNeil 
and café owner Armand. In response to the 
I. P.’s query, Armand grew eloquent. “The 
Blue Network? Oui! The boys, they talk 


V. P. Roy Witmer, still exulting over recent 
news that 17 new clients have joined the 
Blue, lost no time telling his advertising com- 
panion about the Blue Network bonuses. 
“Tt’s a fact, Ed,” he said, “the NBC Blue 
Network constantly increases its audience 


Popick is “Irving” to the agency men who 
ride their cabs. To Jack and Irving, their 
ad-men fares are “Gus.” Said Irving as he 
held the cab door: “The men I take to NBC 
regular say lots of fancy things about the 
Blue Network. This here Gus I just rode 


advertisers said he was going to renew because the Blue gives 
him profitable coverage at a cost no other medium can match! 
Have a cup of tea?” 











ales about the Blue in veree nice way. It reach, for advertisers—at no extra cost—by pro- wanted to pass three red lights yesterday, 
the what you call, Money Markets at lowest viding}better programs, improved station he was in such a hurry to take up an option 
F national cost—no?” Oui, Mr. A! Ouil, facilities and higher power.” on a Blue half hour! 
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Station Ideas 


A Radio Break-In 


Cleveland, March 5. 








Re: Lost Milk Bottles 
St. Louis. 


The Milk Package Exchange of St. 
Louis, composed cooperately by 206 
dairies in the St. Louis metropoli- 
tan district, is again exclusively re- 
sorting to radio as a means of hav- 
ing milk bottles returned to distribu- 
tors. The exchange has just inked 
a pact with KXOK for 150 spot an- 
nouncements which hit the air dur- 


ing the a.m. hours between religious, | 


hymnal and food programs. 

The exchange reports that during 
1939 more than 10,000,000 bottles 
were returned through radio urging. 
The exchange was formed to cut 
down the overhead on lost bottles 
which cost from 3c. to 6c. each. 





Non-Controversial Essays 
Buffalo. 

To draw ayem kid listeners, WBEN 
is recording their essays sent in on 
non-controversial topics and playing 
discs week days at 7:45 am. Kids 
record Saturdays, then listen to 
themselves at rate of five platters a 
day for the next week. 

Shot called ‘Young America 
Speaks’ pays one buck for essays 
accepted and a platter of the mop- 
pet’s voice. 





‘What’s Happening Today’ 
San Antonio. 
As a free service to churches, 
clubs and lodges of this city KABC 
is inaugurating a new program which 





SSE 





SURE SIGNS OF 
LEADERSHIP 


Presented to WSM by impartial judges are these 
trophies reflecting WSM’s leadership . . . WSM’s 
ability to build programs with a purpose... pro- 
grams that interest... programs that sell! 


They are the yardstick that measures the value of 
acknowledged supremacy and shortens the gap be- 
tween advertising and... action! 


Truly, they are the marks of merit that guide wise 


advertisers. 


Ask for the proof! 
National Representatives, EDWARD PETRY & CO., Ine, 


WSM 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 














} WHK's new announcer, Harry 
' Brown, was recently assigned to 
take over the typical sort of 
thing that stuntman Carl Mark 
of the station usually handles. 
They said it would be a good 
way for Brown to get an all- 
around education. The assign- 
ment.was the indoor Grotto Cir- 
eus, 

During his initiation into the 
brotherhood of radio stuntmen, 


will be known as ‘What's Happening 
in San Antonio Today.’ 

This program will act as a daily | 
reminder of the activities of the 
various organizations for the day. | 
This service will be free of charge 
to any and all organizations. With 
the only requirement that the or- 
ganization furnish the station with | 
the copy one day in advance of the} 


broadcast. Program is to be heard; Brown: . 
Monday through Saturday from 8:30 Rode 60 miles an hour with 
to 8:45 a.m.. daredevil Flash Williams who 


hurtles his car over five parked 
jalopies. 

Went into the tiger cage to in- 
terview the trainer in action. 

Donned roller skates and 
joined the Reynolds Sister act. 

Rode upon an elephant. 

Went aloft to the 60 foot tra- 
peze and gave a bird’s-eye view 
radio description of the circus. 





Music Appreciation 


Youngstown, O. 
The ‘Up and Down the Scale 
Series’ of Music Appreciation broad- | 
casts has been launched over WKBN, 
better known selections of the vari- 
grams, and Elva Myerovich plays the 
Youngstown, by the Union League. 
Each program is a dramatization of 
an incident in some great musician’s 
life. Wilford Foley, of the Youngs- 
town Playhouse, directs the pro- 
ous composers. 
School and library officials are co- 
operating in supplementary work. 

















dow display featuring drug products 
advertised on WSAI. Druggists make 
their own trims from the model and 
the 10 best earn cash prizes given 
by the station. 

| The two associations and individ- 
‘ual members participate in sustain- 








WSAI's Retail Druggists 





Cincinnati. | ing programs carried by WSAI. 
WSAI is cooperating with 200 re- | 
tail druggists in Greater Cincy on a | Bankers on the Cuff 


window display merchandising stunt | Philadelphia. 

cooked up by Richard Ruppert, the Presidents of four of the city’s 
station’s sales promotion manager. | largest banks will go on the air 
Members of the Ohio Valley and | starting next week telling the man- 
Northern Kentucky Retail Drug- | on-the-street why he should save his 











gists’ associations, they receive; money. The program is part of the 
photos every fourth week of a win- good-will campaign of KYW. 
rere en eer d 
For Spring 
Ft. Worth. 


Naughton Farms of Waxahachie 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Optimism for 1940 was expressed in a letter by E. A. Nicholas, President 
to stockholders of Farnsworth Television & Radio Corp. ‘With the period 
of preparation substantially behind us and our organization established, we 
believe the company’s liquid position is a cause for optimism as to the 
outlook for the coming year,’ he said. The company’s initial Operating loss 
of $250,000 in the first eight months of the current fiscal year, which ends 
April 30, of which more than $85,000 represents non-recurring items, ‘me 
properly be regarded as part of the cost of establishing the company in th, 
‘industry on a basis that insures future stability,’ he declared. Balance 

sheet at the end of December showed working capital of approximately 
$2,000,000, more than half of which is represented by cash in banks. The 
company has no bank !oans outstanding, and accounts payable are normal 
he reported. , 








RCA Victor is preparing to bring court actions against a couple of sta- 
tions on the National Biscuit Bread schedule for failing to take out licenses 
covering their use of Victor phonograph records on the baking company’s 
‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ series. The disc manufacturer has meanwhile 
advised the account that unless the two outlets signed up soon National 
Biscuit Co, would be named in the litigation instituted as a contributor to 
the infringement. 
| There are 20 stations broadcasting the ‘Ballroom’ in NBC Bread’s behalf 
, and all but two of them have obtained licenses from Victor. The recorder 
| would base its suit on the decision which it. obtained in the N. Y, federal 

court last year in the Paul Whiteman case. Judge Vincent Leibell ruled 
at the time that the recording company had a right to control the use of its 
product. 





Early morning news period on WOR, N. Y., showed that it had 74% of 
the metropolitan listeners, according to a survey conducted by Crossley, 
Inc., Jan. 26. This represents an increase of 24% as comytired to a poll 
taken Jan. 14, 1937. In actual sets in use the Jan. 24 survey gives WOR 84 
out of a total tune-in for the period (8-8:15) of 11.3. 

As for the same outlet’s late evening news program (11-11:15), the latest 
survey gives it a rating of 5.5% out of the 11.2% of sets in use at the time, 
| The WEAF news period ranks second with 2.9 and WABC’s third, 1.2, 
| WABC has Paul Sullivan newscasting for Raleigh cigarets. 








The Sign, national Catholic monthly, recently printed a reader's inquiry 
as to whether John Gunther, author and radio commentator, is a Com- 
munist. Answer by magazine was that it did not know. 





| . Mordaunt Hall, former film critic of the N. Y. Times and for some 
| time with the Boston Transcript, is now with the Columbia Broadcasting 
| System press division. He handles magazine contacts under Ed Sammis, 





| (Tex.) is sponsoring a series of five- | ~ 
| minute talks by the ‘Master Gar-| programs. In the past it was the 
dener’ over WBAP. Copy is glib and | custom to write these senders letters. 
entertaining and bright enough to) Now these letters received by the 
attract attention to the offer of 146 | station are acknowledged as news 


‘Campus Playhouse’ on KFJZ. It’s on 
late Monday afternoons. 

Program presents a play written 
especially for the series. Cast is com- 





NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN IS COMPLETE “*tH4OUT WSM 


varieties of shrubbery for $1. 
Inciuded in the advice to amateur 





to make hydrangeas blue and how 
, to freeze old seeds in ice cubes to 
rejuvenate them. 





Junior League, Music, and Kids 


Salt Lake City. 
| Aimed at the youngsters, KSL’s 
| latest program is entitled ‘Up and 
| Down the Scale,’ which depicts the 
| stories behind great musical compo- 
| sitions. Planned as a music-appre- 
| ciation feature, the programs are be- 
ing presented through the coopera- 
tion of the Junior League, the Salt 
Lake City Board of Education and 
| the Salt Lake Tribune. 
| Cast includes Mrs. C. Jay Parkin- 
son, Wayne F. Richards, Parley E. 
Baer, Lynn McKinlay and Fred G. 





Sums Up the Contests 


Minneapolis. 

KSTP has set aside a quarter-hour 
Saturday a.m. period in which to 
review for both the listeners and the 
sponsors’ benefit the various con- 
test offers currently on the station. 
Each advertiser concerned gets a 
complete mimeographed script of the 
program. 

In line with this added service 
Ray C. Jenkins, KSTP general sales 
manager, will ask the advertisers to 
have the station informed of any 
promotions contemplated so _ that 
they also can be mentioned on this 
weekly program (11-11:15). 





WHP’s Highschool Bands 


Harrisburg, Pa. 

WHP has introduced a Sunday 
afternoon (30 minutes) series which 
offers the music of highschool bands 
within the station’s service area. It’s 
being done with the cooperation of 
the Department of Music Education 
in the Pennsylvania Department of 
Public Instruction and between band 
numbers there are short talks by the 
principals of the participating 
schools. 

Event has been getting the station 
much editorial comment, 


| eae 


‘Extra Income Counsellor’ 


Boston. 

Robert D. Newman, known as the 
‘Extra Income Counsellor,’ will air 
the first of a series of 15-minute pro- 
grams on ‘How to Make Money’ over 
WEEI next Thursday night, at 10:15. 
He will tell of people who make 
, money through their hobbies and in- 
| troduce several over the air. 








Praise Is News 
Longview, Texas. 
| KFRO here has introduced a new 
| wrinkle in answering its letters re- 


station’s policies and cooperation in 


| gardeners are such curiosities as how | 


Taylor, Jr., who is authoring series. | 


ceived expressing approval of the | 


|items and read on the local news 


| posed exclusively of high school 
|period put on by the station. 


students. Auditions are held each 
week, and no student appears on a 
broadcast more than once. Last few 
moments of broadcast are devoted 
by Producer Wally Ford to inter- 
viewing members of the cast out of 
character. 





Rotating the Roles 
Fort Worth. 
Monning’s, town’s leading depart- 
ment store, has renewed for the 
duration of the school year its 
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LOCAL WBNY RESENTS 
PUSH-BUTTON SNUB 


Buffalo, March 5. 

Newspaper ads for push-button ra- 
dios, picturing WBEN, WEBR, WGR 
and WKBW on the four buttons, 
have drawn repercussions from indie 
WBNY. 

Station is following its newscasts 
with urging to ‘insist upon a WBNY 
tab when buying a push-button ra- 
dio. Your dealer will gladly put one 
on.’ 








Drama Speed Up 


Continued from page 29 











a 


the astute use of dialog, montage 
tricks, or even a few bars of music. 
The experimentation conducted on 
guch sustaining programs as Colum- 
bia’s Workshop has been invaluable 
clinically as a testing ground for 
technique. Such experiments sift the 
practical from the bizarre. Authors 
happily adopt anything that’s obvi- 
ously smart short-cut. 
More Incident 

But pace in dramatic shows is 
achieved in two ways, of which 
faster performance is less effective 
than more plot and action in the 
script. Thus two playlets may be 
exactly the same length, but one may 
seem to move much faster than the 
other because it contains more story 
and is cut up into many short scenes 
and frequent changes in locale. Even 
if the multi-scene script is actually 
played more slowly, it will still seem 
to move faster. 

According to writers, most spon- 
sors and agency men have a tendency 
to prefer more plot and faster pace 
in dramatic shows. At least they 
usually say they do, and it’s con- 
ceded that they’re sincere. However, 
the authors say, when a script is 
really crammed with plot and fre- 
quent scene-changes and when it is 
actually played fast, the sponsor and 
agency representatives actually tend 
to slow it down for fear the listen- 
ers won’t get it. As the writers see 
it, the sponsors like to ‘imagine 
they’re presenting intellectual drama 
for discriminating listeners, but in- 
stinctively they realize that no such 
thing is true. 

Experienced writers generally 
know how to meet the demands of 
the sponsor and ad executives in that 
regard. When the perennial cry for 
faster pace is heard, they merely 
write in more scene-changes. And 
some of the more wily ones actually 
go to the trouble of writing certain 
lines into every script which they 
know in advance won’t be permitted 
to stay. They explain that agency 
men are temperamentally required 
to cut something out of every script, 
if only in an unconscious need to 
justify their own place in the produc- 
tion setup. So the writer, knowing 
something has to be cut and wanting 
to be sure his pet lines are retained, 
deliberately writes in parts he knows 
will never get by. 


Inattentive Factor 

It’s still a general rule in writing a 
daytime serial that everything must 
be said at least twice, so that a 
housewife who answers the doorbell 
or does some other chore won’t miss 
anything vital to the story if she’s 
away from the radio for a moment. 
Also, each day’s installment must 
open with an extensive synopsis of 
the story to date. 

Children’s programs naturally fol- 
low their own rules. They needn't 
bother with characterization, must 
avoid sentimentality, must contain a 
maximum of action and speed and 
shouldn’t be repetitious. Kids listen 
to a radio show with complete con- 
o_o Or they don’t listen at 
all. 

Finally, there’s no need for proba- 
bility in a juve script—the moppets 
will accept any imaginative length 
that an adult author could possibly 
conceive, The main thing is action; 
not only movement, but plenty of 


violent he-man stuff, whether it’s 
credible or not, 





Dale Morgan, Frank Phelan, Jud- 
son Edwards, Gene Shumate and 
Bill Baldwin, of KSO-KRNT, are all 
working for pilot’s licenses with the 
Des Moines school of aviation. 
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Without a Bark 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Rudy Vallee program for Seal- 
test will try out the novelty of 
an announcerless program. Com- 
mercials will be _ threaded 
through the continuity, On the 
opener March 7 Vallee will be 
aided by comics Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, Mary Boland, Arthur Q. 
Bryan. Abe Reynolds and Bill 
Wright. 
Vic Knight produces. 
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Suzanne Stevenson Sues 
Transradio for Libel 


Suit for $100,000 for alleged libel 
by Transradio, WOR and WOR’s an- 
nouncer, Arthur Hale, was filed in 
the N. Y. supreme court Wednesday 
(28) by Suzanne Stevenson, also 
known as Suzanne Silvercruys. The 
plaintiff is a playwright, author and 
lecturer. 

The alleged libel occurred Nov. 21, 
1939, on a broadcast over WOR in 
which the plaintiff was said to have 
been an enemy spy during the World 
War. 
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‘Factfinder’ (Sponsored) 
Rated Educational 


Detroit, March 5. 

Impressed with education charac- 
ter of the ‘Factfinder’ programs over 
WXYZ here and group of Ohio sta- 
tions, Cleveland chamber of com- 
merce has arranged for programs to 
be broadcast by transcription 
throughout public school system of 
that city. 

Program, originating in WXYZ 
studios, is bankrolled by Hi-Speed 
Gas stations, 








March Hits Buff Hard 


Buffalo, March 5. 
Medicos had field day with radio- 
folk last week with the following 
out: Ruth Paige, WEBR commenta- 


tor, appendectomy; Joe Wesp, WBEN 
commentator, and Lou Kaiser, WBEN 
announcer, flu; Dick Ullman, WGR- 
WKBW salesman, minor operation, 
and Herb Rice, WGR-WKBW pro- 
duction chief, temporary hospitaliza- 
tion, 
































Payroll Traffic 

















St. Louis.——Martin Bowin becomes 
KWK’s chief gabber, replacing Al- 
len Anthony, resigned. Myron C. 
Bennett is the newest addition to 
gabbing staff. He had replaced Earl 
Kalusche, now with WLW. 





Baltimore—George Mackubin has 
joined the sales promotion staff of 
WFBR, Baltimore. He will specialize 
in market research and dealer sur- 
veys. 





New York—Marvin DeWitt Rae, 
Jr., formerly with WNEW, N. Y., is 
on the sales staff of the Empire 
Broadcasting Corp. 





Des Moines—John Lagen has left 
KSO-KRNT for the continuity staff 
of NBC in Chicago. Frank Newton, 

f Chicago office of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, takes over the continuity va- 
cancy on KSO-KRNT, 





Des Moines—Marian Schissel of 











presses dealers, distributors, 





selling power of WLW. If you 











his payroll. His 





the KRNT-KSO continuity depart- 
ment, succeeds Gwen McCleary as 
director of women’s affairs for the 
two stations. Miss McCleary re- 
signed to be married and continue 
radio work in New York. 





Syracuse—After eight years with 
the WFBL sales staff, Ewart Blaine 
has resigned to accept a position 
with Free & Peters in New York. 





Pittsburgh—Frank Siedel has re- 
signed as the head of WCAE’s con- 
tinuity department, a post he has 
held for more than two years, and 
is going to New York to try and 
peddle a new children’s program he 
originated recently. 





Danville, Ill.—Leo Boulette is the 
new program director for WDAN. 
He was with WLS, Chicago, for two 
years, 


—_$_<_____ 


Every client of the Nation’s Station 
has the assurance that his, interests are 
as well attended to as if Richard Garner, 
WLW’s Sales Service Manager were on 


experience with adver- 


tisers, agencies, radio stations and station 
representatives has well fitted Mr. Garner 
to continue the sales service work ably 
instituted by former Sales Service Man- 
ager Walter A. Callahan, now manager 
of the Chicago branch of Transamerican 
Broadcasting & Television Corporation. 
Whether it’s explaining WLW’s merchan- 
disability to advertiser’s representatives 


or dealers, arranging special promotions, 
looking after advertiser’s network pro- 











Garner explains WLW’s chart story, a story of the Nation’s Station that im- 


advertising men and representatives with the 


or your organization has not seen this story, 


write, wire or call, Richard Garner, Sales Service Manager, WLW, Cincinnati. 


grams, making special Cincinnati appear- 
ances, or attending to the multitude of 
details every successful radio campaign 
needs, Mr. Garner is available... “Gar- 
nering” friends for WLW who believe 
that “Service is Showmanship.” 
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Cincy Engineers Unionized 





A.B.T.U. Said to Be Organized at 104 Radio Stations 
—Meets John Shepard March 15 
+ 


Cincinnati, March 5. | WTIC Musicians Set 





The American Broadcast Techni- 
cians Unit, a subsidiary of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, reportedly has 104 radio 
stations organized and 84 of them 
have contracts with management. 
This activity continues incessantly 
with the latest success achieved in 
Cincinnati, where the three Crosley 
stations, WLW, WSAI and WLWO 
(shortwave), are included. WKRC is 
also signed and WCOP has nego- 
tiated but not yet signed. Union 
expects to meet with John Shepard, 
3d, March 15, in Boston to set terms 
for WAAB, WNAC, WEAN, WICC, 
involving about 50 employes, Joe 
Miller of the National Association of 
Broadcasters will attend the Boston 
huddle. 

Under the Crosley terms agreed 
upon by the stations and B. J. Dun- 
lop and Ed Biretz of the union the 
scale is from $45 to $67 weekly, with 
three supervisors getting $75. Other 
provisions are an eight-hour day 
and a working week of five consecu- 
tive days to be exceeded only at 
time-and-a-half pay. Seniority will 
rule in hiring and firing. Union 
has promised to be ‘reasonable’ 
about field trips made by engineers’ 
for remote pick-ups involving ab- 
sence from Cincinnati of several 
days. Crosley. contract runs one 
year from March 1. 

A. B. T. U. is currently asserting 
television and frequency-modulation 
jurisdiction in addition to stations 
and transcriptions. Its one most con- 
spicuous defeat by the C, I..O. rival, 
American Communicatiens Associa - 
tion, is Philadelphia. All CBS en- 
gineers are included in A. B. T. U. 
NBC engineers are not. 


WCLE’s Pre-Game Chat 


Cleveland, March 5. 
In addition to the General Mills- 
Socony Vacuum sponsorship of the 
Cleveland Indian games WCLE has 
this coming season, station will have 
a commercial half-hour of baseball 
chatter preceding the opening of the 
diamond events. Smerda’s Music 
House is the account and Jack 
Graney the designated announcer. 
Nine night-time Indian games are 
already scheduled by WKH-WCLE, 
with seven at home and one each in 
Washington and St. Louis. 














Hartford, March 5. 
Pact has been signatured between 
the local musicians union and WTIC 
for continued employment of 15 mu- 
sicians on the stations staff. 
At WDRC string ensemble con- 
tinues playing, pending negotiations. 


Actors Union 
Meeting With 
Platter Men 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists has been holding informal 
meetings with transcription and re- 
cording companies for preliminary 








exchange of viewpoints before the 


union goes ahead with a final draft 
of its proposed disc code. Several of 
the huddles took place last week, 
and more are scheduled for this 
week and next. Meanwhile, the 
AFRA co-ordinating committee has 
almost ironed out the conflicting 
points raised by the various locals, 
so a final draft should be ready in 
about another week. 

Actual hearing of the arbitration 
with the networks, previously sched- 
uled tentatively for last week, has 
been postponed until April 1. Rea- 
son was the inability of Nathan 
Isaacs, one of the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. tribunal, to take time 
off from his law classes at Harvard 
before the beginning of next month. 
Dispute between the union and the 
networks is over the question of a 
wage scale for the Chicago area. 
Mutual last week served notice it de- 
sired to be represented at the hear- 
ings. 

As a result of the recent referen- 
dum, delegates to the AFRA national 
board will henceforth be nominated 
by the local boards and elected by 
the local memberships, instead of be- 
ing nominated by the national board 
and elected by the national member- 
ship, as heretofore. Ballots in the 





referendum were counted last week. 
Union’s annual national convention 
will be held next August in Denver. 
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NEW ORLEANS 


50,000 WATTS 


The greatest selling POWER in the South’s greatest city 4 
COS AFFILIATE... NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ... THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. J 











Florida: Hazlewood, Inc., Orlando, granted new station to 
be operated on 120@ kc, with 250 watts (Class IV). 

New Mexico: KICA, Western Broadcasters, Inc., Clovis, 
granted change in hours of operation from unlimited days 
and specified hours nights, to unlimited. 

Pennsylvania: Application of Harry Jackson, Harrisburg, 
for a general experimental station nixed last week by the 
Commish when no one filed exception to a proposed finding 
entered last Jan. 25. ‘Proposed findings of fact and conclu- 
sions of the Commission, heretofore made and entered (‘were 
made a’) part hereof by reference and odopted’ as the 
final word on the Jackson application. 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, granted further extension of 
license upon a temporary basis only, to April 1, pending 
determination on application for license ftenewal. 

Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce, Hot 
Springs National Park, granted further extension of license 
on temporary basis only to April 1, pending determination 
on application for license renewal. 

Florida: WMJF, A. Wright Esch, Daytona Beach, granted 
further extension of license on temporary basis only to April 
1, pending determination of application for license renewal; 
WTAL, Florida Capitol Broadcasters, Inc., Tallahassee, 
granted renewal of license temporarily only until Aug. 1, 
pending action on renewal application. 

Georgia: WGPC, Albany, granted increase in power from 
100 to 256 watts; WSB and auxiliary, Atlanta, granted re- 
newal of licenses for the period ending Aug. 1. 

Illinois: WCFL (auxiliary), Chicago, granted renewal of 
license for period ending Aug. 1. . 

Kentucky: WHAS, Louisville, granted change in corporate 
name of lHcensee to Courier-Journal and Louisville Times Co, 
Leuisiana: WIBW, ‘Charles €. Carlson, New Orleans, 
granted power boost from 100 to 250 watts. 

Minnesota: WLB, Minneapolis, granted renewal of license 
for the period ending Aug. 1. 

M : WSKB, McComb, increase power from 100 to 
250 watts, 

N : KGKY, Scottsbluff, granted renewal of license 
for period ending Aug. 1. 

New Hampshire: WOR, Carteret, granted extension of spe- 
cial experimental authority to operate WOR as a facsimile 
broadcast station between 1 a.m. and 6 a.m., EST, to Aug, 1. 
North Carolina: J. Winfield Crew, Jr., Roanoke Rapids, new 
broadcast station to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 watts. 
Utah: KSUB, Leland M. Perry, Cedar City, special tem- 
porary anthorization to Leland M. Perry, surviving partner of 
Johnson & Perry, a partnership, to operate station KSUB, was 
further extended on a temporary basis only to April 1, sub- 
ject to whatever action may be taken on formal application 
for regular authorization that may be submitted with respect 
to KSUB. 

Virginia: WSVA, Harrisonburg, granted power jump from 
560 watts to ikw; WMBG, Havens and Martin, Inc., Rich- 
mond, granted increase in juice from 600 watts to 1 kw. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Albama: Pape Broadcasting Co., Mobile, jump power from 
1 to & kw. 

Arkansas: Regional Broadcasting Co., Jonesboro, increase 
nights power from 100 to 250 watts. 
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F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 
MAJOR DECISIONS California: Don Lee Broadcasting bie ee 


new high frequency broadcast station to be 
42600 ke with 1 kw. 


District of Columbia: Capital Broadcasting Co., 


operated on 


ton, new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 250 wate 
Florida: The Metropolis Co., Jacksonville, new high ¢ 
quency broadcast station to be operated on 42800 ke with 


1 kw, special emission. 

Fiorlda; Pan-american Broadcasting System, tne 
wood, new station to be operated on 1240 ke with 254 
Keys Broadcasting Co., Key West, new 
on 1310 ke with 250 watts. 

Georgia: Dalten Broadcasting Corp., 
to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 watts. 

Georgia: LaGrange Broadcasting Co., LaGrange, new ata, 
tion to be operated on 1210 ke with 1060 watts. és 

Indiana: Indianapolis Broadcasting, Inc., Indianapolis, ne 
high frequency broadcast station to be operated on 4300 ke 
with 1 kw, special emission. ’ 

Illinois: WMBI, Moody Bible nstitute, Chicago, chan 
hours of operation from limited, sharing with WcCBp che 
cago, to limited with WRT, Charlotte, N. C., and KFAB, 
Lincoln, Neb. (contingent on KFAB going to 1080 ke) 

Kansas: KSAL, Salina, increase night power from 500 watts 
to 1 kw. 

Kentucky: The Ashland Broadcasting Co., Ashland new 
high frequency broadcast station to be operated on 43200 ke 
with 1 kw, special emission for frequency modulation 

Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge Broadcasting Co. 
Baton Rouge, jump juice from 1 to 5 kw. ‘ 

Michigan: WKZO, Kalamazoo, new high frequency station 
to be operated on 42600 ke with 1 kw, special emission: 
WKZO, Inc., Grand Rapids, new high frequency broadcast 
_— to be operated on 43400: kc with 1 kw, special emis- 
sion. 

Minneseta: National Battery Broadcasting Co. (KSTP 
KABB and KAIE, St. Paul, and KIGA, Minneapolis) change 
name only to KSTP, Inc. 

Mississippi: WISH, Inc., Tupelo, new station to be operated 
on 1500 ke With 250 watts. 

North Carolina: Greensboro Broadcasting Co., Inc., Greens. 
boro, new station to be operated on 1376 ke with 100 watts, 

Ohio: WING, WSMK, Inc., Dayton, jump juice from 259 
watts nights, 600 watts days, to 5 kw all times. 

Pennsylvania: William Penn Broadcasting Co., Philadej- 
phia, new high frequency broadcast station to be operated 
* A ge ke with 1 kw, special emission for frequency modu- 
ation. 

Pennsylvania: John Memolo, Wilkes-Barre, new atation te 
be operated on 1210 ke with 250 watts (facilities of WBAX, 
Welkes-Barre, if WBAX license revoked); Allegheny-Kiski 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., New Kensington, new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts. 

Puerto Rico: WNEL, Juan Piza, San Juan, jump juice from 
1 kw nights, 2% kw days, to 5 kw all times. 

South Carolina: WENL, Station WIS, Inc., Columbia, volun- 
tary assignment of license from Station WIS, Inc., to the 
Liberty Life Insurance Co. 

Tennessee: National Life & Accident Insurance Co., Ine, 
Nashville, new high frequency station to be operated on 
42800 ke with 1 kw, special emission; WDOD Broadcasting 
Corp., Chattanooga, new high frequency broadcast station to 
be operated on 42600 ke with 1 kw, special emission. 

Texas: KRLH, Clarence Scharbaurer, Midland, change fre- 
quency from 1420 to 630 ke, jump juice from 100 watts te 
500 watts nights, 1 kw days, change class of station. from 
1V to III-B. 

Virginia: WMBG, Richmond, boost power to 5 kw night and 


ae Holly. 
250 watts; 
station to be Operated 


Dalton, new Station 


Ine, 


day. 








AFM. STRIKE 





St. Louis, March 58. 

Some 17 tooters, platter turners, 
members of AFM, Local No. 2, pulled 
a strike at KWK Saturday (2) when 
they walked out of the studio after a 
demand for an increase in pay and 
the employment of additional men 
was refused by station execs. The 
contract between the station and 
Local No. 2 expired last Jan. 1, but 
numerous huddles were held to iron 
out the differences and while these 
confabs were in progress the old pact 
was extended from week to week, 
the last expiring Saturday (2). 

The strike was called over the pro- 
test of Ray Dady, station manager, 
who visited union’s headquarters and 
pleaded with the entire executive 
board of Local No. 2 that no action 
be taken for another week while 





AGAINST KWK 





Robert T. Convey, head of KWK, 
was absent from city. His plea was 
nixed on grounds union demands 
were no secret to Convey. 


Dady said the contract tendered 
by the local represented a 29% dol- 
lar volume increase over the na- 
tional plan of settlement, which he 
contended was an unfair one from 
the station’s point of view. The 
local asked for an increase of from 
$52.50 to $60 per week for each man 
and an 18-hour week; also the em- 
ployment of part-time platter turn- 
ers, a librarian, etc., which would 
have brought the personnel of the 
permanent staff to 15. 

The station ig reported to have 
contacted clients before the final 
blowup and found them willing to 
have transcriptions used instead of 
live talent. A station employee has 
replaced the union platter turner in 
manipulating the discs, 

This is the first strike to be pulled 
in a local radio station in many 
years. WIL averted one several 
years ago when it dismissed its en- 
tire union orch. It has since been 
using transcriptions entirely. 


PRE-TRIALING 
COLE VS. LORD 


John 0. Ives, vice-president of 
Phillips H. Lord Ine, was ordered 
to appear for examination before 
trial March 6 in the N. Y. supreme 
court, by supreme court justice 
Bernard L. Shientag. The examina- 
tion is in connection with a $25,000 
suit of Alonzo Deen Cole against 
Phillips H. Lord Inc. 

Cole claims to have submitted a 
script known by three titles, ‘Rack- 
eteer & Co.,’ ‘Mr. District Attorney, 
and ‘137 Centre Street,’ to the de- 
fendant in September, 1938. Lord 
allegedly sold it to NBC and Lord 
& Thomas in April and June 1939 
respectively according to the plain- 
tiff. 
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Henry Selinger 


joins 


SHERMAN & MARQUETTE 


INCORPORATED 
Chicago, Illinois 
March 11, 1940 


as Radio Director 
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‘Family’... An editor of Time among party at Ruth Morris’ tuning in 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 
Charley Gaines of World abed last week with lumbago . . . Frequency 


modulation demonstration by Major Armstrong at the Ritz Tower em- 
phasized to newspapermen it was ‘non-technical’ ... Alice Marks no 
longer secretary to Raymond Paige. No like Pittsburgh . . . Rex Ingram, 
Negro actor, has role in NBC’s serial, ‘Against the Storm’; so have Phillip 
Clarke, Charlotte Holland, James Meighan, Jane Erskine, Robert Shayne 
. .. NBC board meeting held last Friday (1) ... Felix Green, retiring 
N.Y. rep of British Broadcasting Corp., is looking into reports Bronx sta- 
tions are propagandizing for Nazis, raising funds, etc. . . . Ivory’s ‘O’Neils’ 
added Jessie Fordyce, Lawson Zerbe, John Anthony, Gladys Thornton, 
Jack Jordon, James Van Dyk for small] parts...Shirling Olivier replaced 
Carleton Young on ‘Valiant Lady’... Jean McCoy on ‘Pepper Young's 


of WHOM'’s late-night expert on flippancy, George McCoy...Time or Life 
may do a piece on him. 

Phil Fuhrmann, WMCA salesman, talking of buying a rural retreat to 
raise pigs. His family was in the pork-packing business . . . Nostalgia... 

Charles Christoph, of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, recovered from illness 
....Oliver Barber now directing ‘Life of Mary Sothern’ recorded series for 
Ipana....Bill Adams, who replaced the late Jack Roseleigh on ‘Pepper 
Young,’ is seriously ill and now Al Swenson has taken over the part.... 
Reikel Kent, formerly with WLW, now directing ‘Valiant Lady’... .Jessica 
Dragonette and Leith Stevens, CBS maestro, are set for the Ford summer 
show....Bud Parks, formerly under contract to Eddie Cantor, is on the 
Columbia staff of announcers. 

Ralph Dumke, who used to do a ‘sister act’ with Ed East, is now playing 
a character part in Bess Flynn’s daytime serial ‘Life Begins’ (CBS).... 
Ralph Edwards celebrates his third year as announcer on the Major Bowes 
show this week. 

‘My Client Curly,’ adapted and directed to Norman Corwin, on Colum- 
bia workshop March 7 instead of Apprentice Show from Hollywood, which 
comes in a week later...Knowles Entrikin confined to his home with a 
cold...Fred Allen doing six weeks from Los Angeles later in season... 
Frank A. Arnold, one-time NBC exec, author of ‘Do You Want to Get Into 
Radio?’, which Stokes is publishing...Pat Barnes has a program for West- 
chester Light & Power over WFAS, White Plains. Ed East guested for him 
last Saturday, then they bowled 10 strings and collapsed. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Hill Blackett is in Mexico and Glenn Sample is in Florida. ...Ray Subert 
and Bob Bailey added to ‘Road to Life,’ Bret Morrison to ‘Guiding Light’ 
....'Vie and Sade’ show, NBC red strip for Procter & Gamble Crisco, will 
double to the NBC blue starting April 1 for same sponsor and replace 
‘This Day Is Ours’....Fern Parsons, Jane Webb, Frank Pacelli, Dickie 
Turner, Art Kohl added to cast of ‘Affairs of Anthony’....Paul Brentson 
and Thomas Moore added to the Columbia-WBBM spieler staff....CBS- 
WBBM housing being revised, with the press department slated to get its 





STOOKEY, DRIPS STAGE 
FARM FUN AT RALLY 


Des Moines, March 5. 


Four networks feeds and a series 
of local broadcasts originated in Des 
Moines from the fourth annual Na- 
tional Farm Institute with KSO- 
KRNT in charge of ail originations. 

Charles Stookey, CBS farm direc- 
tor, and Bill Drips, NBC farm di- 
rector, were in Des Moines hand- 
ling special shows arranged for by 
their respective networks. 


KTSA’s Listener Council 


San Antonio, March 5. 

KTSA will have a Listener’s Ad- 
visory Council with a membership 
of 100 listeners in its primary area, 
with the project already taking 
shape under the supervision of 
Charles Balthrope, KTSA commer- 
cial manager, and Dr. Frank Stan- 
ton of the CBS research department, 
New York. 

Semi - monthly checkup reports 
will be mailed to the group with a 
possible meeting of the entire group 
every month in the ballroom of the 
hotel here with the proceeding being 
broadcast. 














Cari Coleman marked 10th anni- 
versary Friday (1) as staff organist 
at WGR-WKBW, Buffalo. 








own photo staff and studio....Lou Ruppel, Columbia press chief, due 
through on six-week survey tour of CBS publicity nationally. j 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


| 
Lum and Abner doing a week of broadcasting from New York and talk- | 
ing to prospective sponsors. Producer Bill Stuart also hauling east to take | 
a promotion from Young & Rubicam....Alec Templeton giving his pro- 
gram a Coast tag for six weeks....Connie Boswell east for radio guesting 
....Jan Garber’s ‘Tinky Pinky’ being tested on KMPC. Gag is to name 
an article and have the quizee identify it in rhyme, such as cucumber— 
nickle pickle....Bette Davis does her first comedy broadcast on Screen 
Guild Theatre March 10. Piece is Robert Riley Crutcher’s ‘Slightly With 
Accent’....Don Thornburgh back from NAB board meeting....Edward 
Arnold missed out on his last ‘Good News’ show when he wrenched his 
knee....Claire Trevor will be in the other corner for the dramatics with 
Don Ameche for Old Gold....John Conte, Benny Rubin and Eddie Dund- 
stedter’s orchestra made a wax for Raleigh ciggies under Jack Smalley’s 
direction for Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn....Amos ‘n’ Andy broad- 
casting from Palm Springs....Kate Smith bringing her crew out in April 
for another 20th-Fox picture dramatization....Veteran Wireless Operators 
Ass'n chose Hal Styles as its prez....Walter Paterson, who plays Nicky in | 
‘One Man’s Family,’ granted citizenship. He was born in South Africa.... | 
Gracie Allen bobbing in and out of programs with her presidency gag. 


U.S. CURIOUS ONLY 
ANENT RADIO SETS 


Federal census of the nation’s in- 
dustries, which tarted last month, 
is seeking only one point of informa- 
tion about the show business. Cen- 
sus takers on this survey are try- 
ing to ascertain how many radio sets 











No mention of the picture business, | 
such as popularity of double fea- | 
tures, blockbooking and stars ver- | 
sus stories, are included in the list | 
of industrial questions being asked. | 
The regular population census gets | 
under way in April, with the pic- | 
ture business estimating the census | 
will show 130,000,000 as against | 
120,000,000 in 1930. 























Mighty Mike 
Says 


you cant COVER 
PHILADELPHIA WITH 


an OUT OF TOWN STATION 


W. Ayer for evidence. 
a letter from C. H. Cot- 
Ayer vice president, 
"C. A. B. ratings for Philadelphia audience 
on the Lone Ranger during we 
November and December 1939 indica . 
the following ratio of audience distribution: 


WOR... eee e es 214% 
WEIL... eee = 78.6%" 








Our thanks to N. 
We quote part of 
tington, N. Ww. 
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Philadelphia Understands WPEN 
Called D.of J. in Dispute With Union 





Philadelphia, March 5. 

The U. S. Department of Justice 
has assigned an investigator to check 
on the WPEN-Musicians Union 
situash, according to reports here. 
The G-Men are said to have inter- 
ested themselves in the case follow- 
ing complaints by. WPEN officials 
that the union had indulged in re- 
straint of interstate commerce in its 
tactics to force the station to sign 
a new contract. 

Among the acts that WPEN is 
said to have cited as violations in 
line with Thurman Arnold's letter 
were: ° 

1. Alleged collusion between the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and the National Association of Per- 
forming Artists as evidenced by 
NAPA’s injunction suit against the 
station to prevent WPEN from using 
recordings. 

2. Pressure brought by the Mu- 
sicians Union against WOR which 
forced cancellation of a Mutual 
Broadcasting commercial ordinarily 
pumped through the station. 

3. Calling out WOV New York 
musicians in a sympathy strike. 

4. Attempt to force a transcription 
company to cease supplying e.t.’s to 
WPEN. 





Phillip W. Amram, WPEN attor- 





ney, would not comment on the re- 
port of the Government probe. He 
refused to deny or affirm that the 
G-Men were called in the case at 
WPEN’s request. 

‘I am still making my own legal 
investigation in preparing an answer 
to the NAPA suit,” Amram said. 
‘Until my brief is filed I can make 
no statement.’ 

Local Department of Justice of- 
ficials gave their usual ‘no comment’ 
reply to all questions pertaining to 
the probe. 

Local 77 has been picketing WPEN 
since Jan. 1 when the station 
dropped its house band following 
failure to agree on terms for a new 
contract. 





MERRY MACS’ PIC DEAL 


Harry Norwood is en route to 
Hollywood on behalf of the Merry 
Macs, radio mixed singing group. 
Couple of picture deals are in the 
negotiation stage. Act has never ap- 
peared in a full-length film. 

Norwood will return in a fort- 
night. 





I. N.S. news contracted by WGCM, 
Gulfport, Miss. 
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News! 


Ray Clark, WNAX News Editor, is the favorite newscaster 
of 3,837,323—population of the WNAX Primary Area. So 
much is he a part of life in this great area, he often 


makes news. 


In February, conducting the 


WNAX Finnish Relief Fund 


—he received from Nebraska—for auction—a toy fire en- 
gine. Highest bid — $12— came from North Dakota. But, 
Teddy Gantt, 7-year-old infantile paralysis victim in Iowa, 
offered the contents of his bank—$2.53. Clark phoned the 
highest bidder, explained Teddy’s bid. The North Dakotan 
gave the $12 to the fund, and the fire engine to Teddy. 


Clark personally presented the engine to Teddy in a 
special broadcast from WNAX’ Sioux City Studios—pic- 


tured above. 


Result No. 1—Clark again made news. UP carried the story 
of Teddy and the fire engine as its outstanding human in- 


terest story of the day. 


Result No. 2—WNAX again proved that with 5,000 watts 
that do the work of 50,000, plus smart showmanship, it has 
the coverage and influence to do a good job for you. 


panto STATION WAX 570 On THE OVA 


‘Studios-WNAX Building, Yankton - Orpheum Building, Sioux City 
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a 
ARLES B. COCHRAN 
‘YOUTH IN THE TOILS’ ‘Strange’ Indeed “ALL CLEAR’ with Evelyn Lays, 
Educational Martyn Green, Clifford Mollison, 
15 Mins. Phyllies Stanley, Doris Hare, Va- 


AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE 
Monday, 7:15 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

This is one more in the sundry 
organizational tieup programs de- 
signed to serve an educational pur- 
pose through applying the newer 
techniques of radio dramatization. 
The first of these Law Institute 
broadcasts dealt with the boy hood- 
lum. Script posed the question of 
the tragedy and waste he represents. 
It implied that the treatment of him 
as a problem was all wrong, the cal- 
loused officials confirmed the boy in 
thinking of himself as beyond de- 
cent people, an initiate of the purse- 
Srdhars and stickups. 

Moral is driven home by the repe- 
titious method of author Al Williams. 
It was clear enough to those who 
have a preliminary knowledge of 
American penology, but it was less 
certain that the general public would 
savvy in full. ; 

Material designed for a ‘purpose 
almost always limits itself to atten- 
tion-calling rather than plan-sug- 
gesting. Certainly the hoodlum 
needs examination, but it seems la- 
borious to say again in radio terms 
(after Warner Brothers) that young 
squirts are frequently very tough 
indeed and very quick with the trig- 

er and end badly. The American 
ioe Institute doesn’t go so far as 
Hollywood in ‘solving’ the problem. 
Which leaves the American Institute 
sponsoring pretty good melodrama 
with sympathetic marginal notes. It 
may do for a start. 

The effort was well written, paced 
and acted. But almost everybody is 
against burglary to start with. Al- 
most everybody agrees with the pro- 
gram’s thesis long before the third 
chorus. Something ought to be 
done. But try and get it done. 

Land, 
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‘Strange As It Seems,’ emceed 
by Alois Havrilla, requested 
listeners to stay tuned in on CBS 
for Elmer Davis, immediately 
following-—despite fact Bob Trout 
had then been substituting for 
Davis almost a week. 

Apparently, script had not been 
changed to take cognizance of 
Davis’ absence on vacation. His 
name was twice mentioned on 
‘Strange,’ along with informa- 
tion that he broadcast news hot 
off the wire. 








LOUIS SOBOL 

Talk 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 9:15 p.m. 

WOR, New York 

Newspaper columnist Louis Sobol 
did not have the radio idea when 
heard on the second of his Wednes-. 
day night quarter-hours. His ma- 
terial was not in kilocycle idiom. It 
rambled and had no highs, either in 
color or emphasis. 

While he mentioned lots of people 
—almost too many—the general ar- 
rangement of the stuff made for 
lacklustre programming. His diction 
is okay. Land. 


‘THE EAR OF BRITAIN’ 
Document 

35 Mins. 

Sunday, 7 p.m. 

BBC, London 

This and many programs con- 
sistently aired since the war began, 


lerie Fraser, James Hayter, Ge- 
raldo Band, Lionel Gamlin 

Revue 

45 Mins, 

Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 

BBC, London 

So Charles Cochran took the $50,- 
000 worth of free publicity on the 
positively non-commercial BBC but 
he put a line over the air declaring 
he personally was against the broad- 
cast, because he was opposed to re- 
vealing the secrets of his new revue 
in advance. Sez he! 

As a radio dish in wartime it was 
the tops, calling for a critical word 
only because it sounded topheavy on | 
straight songs, with comedy limited 
to an inferior duet between Martyn | 
Green and Cliff Mollison_and a so- 
so ‘evacuee’ number by Doris Hare, 
who, it may be suspected, handles 
better material in the actual stage 
show. But for the record, what there 
was of Evelyn Laye indicated ‘the 
star is in fine voice these days, and 
Noel Gay’s music was impressive 
over the air. 

If it was an entertainment BBC 
was after, the broadcast was 100°%; 
of its intention was to advertise 
Cochran's revue, it succeeded better 
than an American toothpaste pro- 
gram. Everything to boost the show 
was there. Cochran himself painting 
an oral picture of the spectacular 
stage settings and dresses involved, 
with BBC’s emcee, Lionel Gamlin, 
extolling what he had seen of the 
show while it dallied in the sticks. 
Each star had a chance to speak a 
piece, letting the customers in on 
the inside, as it were, which is a 
gag that was never known to fail, 
and even producer Ronald Jeans, 








have been unashamed propaganda on 
behalf of the Allies, put across as 
only an organization could that had 
official backing behind it. Idea here 
was to offset any impressions that 
might have been left with British- 
ers by the Nazis’ ‘Lord Haw-Haw.’ 
~ rae the Nazi publicity meth- 

s. 
Show was excellently written and 
produced by Robert Kemp, so as to 
be good, straight listening stuff 
aside from its message. But BBC 
should take a rap for doing job by 
halves. This was a necessary work, 
yet there was no ballyhoo or at- 
tempt to interest listeners before- 
hand. Chances are that a majority 
of Britishers at whom the broadcast 
was aimed failed to connect with 
it, assuming it was just another talk 
or just another preachment. It was 
not even picked out for display 
treatment in the BBC official pro- 
gram sheet, which was the least that 
could have been done, 
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of the Dr. I. Q. program. 
box of 24 Milky Ways will 


Wrong” entries. 


CST; 9 P.M. EST. 





A BAR WITH TOASTED ALMONDS 
BY THE MAKERS OF MILKY WAY 


Be sure to send in the wrapper from a “MARS” candy 
bar with your entry for the “Right and Wrong” portion 


the Biographical sketch contest, but only a “MARS” 
candy bar wrapper will be accepted with the “Right and 





Be sure to listen in to Dr. I Q. every Monday night. 
over the NBC network; 6 P.M. PST; 7 P.M. MT; 8 P.M. 
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Mental Banker 
NOW FEATURES 


BAR 


As usual, the box top from a 
qualify you as an entrant in 





$?7$? YOU CAN 


WIN TOO $7$? 








composer Noel Gay and dance ar- 
ranger Bud Bradley were on call. 
Advertising on the BBC! Never!! 
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‘WHEN WE ARE MARRIED’ 
Stage Comedy 

97 Mins. 

Sunday (3), 8:30 ».m. 
RCA-NBC, New York 

There was quite a buildup for the 
telecast of ‘When We Are Married’ 
because the show is playing current- 
ly at the Lyceum, N. Y., and the 
original cast used. There was, how- 
ever, little difference if any in this 
performance before the television 
cameras. Experimental station 
W2XBS has telecast other stage 
plays. However, it was announced 
as ‘an historic occasion.’ 

‘Married’ was written by J. P. 
Priestley. British author has not been 
fortunate with his stage contributions 
over here. Previously he was repre- 
| sented by dramas having to do with 
| time. Away from his metaphysical 
| theme for the nonce he turned out 
|} the farcical ‘Married’ (which was 
| televised in London about two years 
|ago). Story has to do with middle- 
‘class English, three couples who 
|have been wed 25 years getting to- 
| gether to celebrate. Their party is 
| interrupted when it is inferred that 
| the young parson who tied the knots 
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Follow-Up Comment 


‘Good News’ program (Maxwell 
House Coffee) introduced last Thurs- 
day (29) half of the series’ new per- 
This half was Dick Powell. 
Other half, Mary Martin, debuts to- 
morrow (Thursday), when the show 
into a half-hour. 
packer’s final 60-minute runoff was 
loosely knit and spasmodically en- 
tertaining. Powell's trilling was ef- 
fectively offset by Connie Boswell. 
joined Powell 
ingenuity and 


sonnel. 


contracts 


|Una Merkel 
lsketch of limited 
;humor, and even Gracie Allen, for 
|reasons unexplained, got 
proceedings. 


ford) 


Phil Harris missed a laugh so ob- 
viously on the Jack Benny show 
Sunday night 
threw the rest of the cast off step. 
Talking eo -_* wears econo 4 
Award to Rober onat, Benny sai 
he’d considered himself a dark horse. from the book by M 
Harris hopped forward with a line 
(Eddie Anderson) 
that was clearly expected to draw &| mother. 


about Rochester 


howl, 


ruining a gag. 


comedy. 


Raymond Massey did a one-shot 
Sunday night (3) on ‘Fifth Row Cen- 
ter’ over Mutual out of Chicago, 
where he’s currently starring in the 
touring ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ He 


Daddy (Hanley Staf- 
was the common target for 
Miss Allen and Baby Snooks (Fanny 
Brice) in this particular episode. On 
paper it must have looked funny. 
On the air it was not. 





but he failed to wait for) an i i a 
Benny's laugh to die down, so the and Miss Farmer's v 
audience missed it. 
such a clear example of mis-timing 
Benny show itself 
continues to hit a top average of 


Rarely is heard 








OK, notably that ‘Fooled,’ 
sold so well. 
Whiteman, current that w 


Java|the corny approach. The 


was equal to the occasion 
of chit-chat and small 


in a 
their rhythmic salute to the 
including a specially writ 
into the 
adopt for himself. The 
ther hinted he'd probab 

. Y. World’s Fair this 
Also why haven't the mu 





piness’ last Sunday (3) 


over CBS. Actress played 


it almost 


similar, it was an effective 
picture of early Colonial 





played the title part in ‘Lincoln the| KRNT-KSO, Des Moines, 
President,’ an original drama sketch | Signed to accept a position 


in nine scenes. 


i : Gave a simple and 
impressive performance in a role to 


which he’s suited by voice and tem-| 1]. 


perament. 


have made trite. 


Don Ameche, Maureen O'Sullivan 
and Warren William guested on the 
Gulf-Screen Guild 
night (3) over CBS, playing the leads 
a romantic 
espionage original by Steve Fisher. 
Ameche and Miss O’Sullivan were 
the opposing spies who meet on a 
train, are mutually smitten, marry 
and spend the rest of the formula 
story hiding from the vengeance of 
their former employers. 
was a U. S. consular attache. 
was fairly engrossing, mostly through 
the trouping of the romantic duo, but 
the scripting didn’t work in much of 
the chase element. 
generally expert, except for some 
unexplainably noisy scene changes. 


in ‘Winter 


‘Show of the Week’ over Mutual 





j}had not been regularly ordained. 
| Word that they probably have been | 
‘living out of wedlock gets around | 
| through a cook, addicted to strong 
|liquor. Reactions of the husbands 
| and the retorts of their consorts fur- 


have more laughs than it provides. 
At the studio two rehearsals were 
held, and obviously that was not 





enough, for some players were out- 


play was presented. Thomas L. 
Riley was at the director’s board, | 
making no attempt at cutting, which 
is usually done during rehearsal. 
Alison Skipworth is the sloppy 
cook of the play. Estelle Winwood, 
the most lively of the wives, is leav- 
| ing ‘Married’ to appear in ‘Ladies in 
| Retirement.’ J. C. Nugent, who h 
| his inning with a maid, made a shor 
| curtain speech anent the future of 
television. Others in the cast were 
A. P. Kaye, Tom Powers, Ann An- 
drews, Leona Powers, Robert Hen-|! 
derson, Philip Tonge, Sally O'Neill, 
Henry Mowbray, Winston O'Keefe, 
Alice Fleming and Jane Sterling. 

Requirement that the cast of 14 be 
paid a week's salary for the tele- 
vision appearance was also empha- 
sized, but there was a gimmick to 
that. Shortly after the show opened, 
the players took a cut and it is gen- 





| working at the Equity minimum of 


| Cost therefore was probably not 
more than usual, while the return in 
publicity was stepped up for NBC, 
same going for the play, which has 
not been faring any too well, getting 
by via various types of cut rates. 


late that full salaries must apply to 
telecasts if the plays be currentiy on 
the boards, it is obvious that any 
| plan for televising legiters over a 
series of Sunday nights is mostly 
theory, because the cost would be 
prohibitive. A three-way board of 
actor-artist unions may revise the 











‘salary regulation, however. Ibee. 


,erally understood that most are | 


| $40, with provision for a percentage | 
| if the gross reaches a certain point. | 


Should Equity continue to stipu-, 


last Sunday matinee 
improvement. 


more 
thereby 
punch. 


tainment. 


Ruth Lyons, author-producer of 
the Sunday morning matinee from 
WKRC, Cincinnati, over a coast-to- 
coast Mutual network, has a bright 
half hour revue, notably (1) for its 
(2) its careful prepara- 
| tion and creation, and (3) its origi- 
aS | nator’s ingenuity as a song-per-week 
t' concoctor. And the songs are plenty 


| modernity, 


Piece had several effec- 
tive moments, particularly the emo- 
tional final scene, but wasn’t chron- 
ologically perfect and contained at 
least one incident that schoolbooks 
Also Lincoln’s hu- 
man quality, which is one of the 
vital points of the Sherwood play, 
was lost in the Boy Scout-like char- 
acter of this sketch. Cast was un- 
usually large, even with doubles. 





show Sunday 


Production was 





(3) revealed 
Now has acquired a 
and style, 
gaining organization and 
Frankie Masters’ orchestra, 
: ts with Marion Francis as vocalist, have 
;nish the principal comedy of the!a distinctive flavor and their contri- 
performance, but the show should! butions provided compelling enter- 
Budd Hulick handled the 
m.c. chores satisfactorily, the male 
chorus turned in a rousing version 
; ; of ‘Gaucho Serenade’ and Dave Dris- | ‘ 
side the frame of reception at a/coll’s news comments had a thesis. 
number of points. There were two! Comedy skit about Confucius was so 
intermissions, sad music being played| much salami. 
during the first, which didn’t help. | of listeners remarked 
There seemed to ibe virtually no} too much.’) . 
change in the script, running time of | ard clothes have been be ‘ 

nearly 100 minutes indicating the full along with the Poe: Of ~ sage gua 


definite pattern 


(As one of a roomful 
‘Confucius say 
Commercials for How- 





Mrs. Varnum 
sistant radio editor of 


intelligent and big league se 


Sherman played the hero 
adaptation by Neil O'Malley and 
Erik Barnouw of ‘Sink or Swim,’ one 
of the standard thrillers of Horatio 
Alger, Jr., played in broad olio form, 


Her interview of Pay) 


RKO Shubert, Cincy, warn ee 
informality, naturalness and in 
impressiveness, entirely away from 


general 


Maestro 
with an 
quence 


talk, i 
and Irene and the evar sink? 


further highlighted the even 


t by 
maestro, 
ten ‘Mr, 


P. W.’ ditty that Whiteman should 
maestro fur. 
ly be at the 


summer, 
SIC pub. 


lishers hopped on Miss Lyons’ tunes? 


Frances Farmer and Hiram 
man were guests on ‘Pursuit of Hens 


afternoon 


the ine 


genue lead in an 18th century story, 


‘Women of the Wilderness’ 
by Dena Reed and Erik pacapted 
argaret Bell. It 


was a yarn with a lea 
with Allen Drake and Pears Alen 
playing the respective father and 
Except that Miss Allenby’s 
olces were too 


by 


comedy 
customs, 
in an 


Varnum Joins CBS Discs 


Des Moines, March §. 
Wayne Varnum, saleswoman for 


has ree 
in sales 


promotion for Columbia records and 
will go to Bridgeport, Conn., March 


was formerly age 


the Deg 
Moines Register and Tribune, 








William 
Yarn 


WATTS DAY 


i fekeze) 
NIGHT 
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TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P. M. EST 


‘THE O'NEILLS' 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
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Add: Big Events in History 


Harry Hagen went somewhat berserk on his Monday (3) eve ‘True 
or False’ session, which was a contest between Broadway press agents 
and nitery hatcheck girls. When one of the publicity men stated that 
he worked for Walter Wanger, Hagen brought up the subject of Hedy 
Lamarr by asking the p.a. if she is as beautiful as she appears. Hagen 
played out this line, forgetful, apparently, that Wanger is now married 
to Joan Bennett, while Miss Lamarr is wedded to Gene Markey, her 
former husband. Or does it matter? 

He also stuck his neck out with one of the girls on the subject of 
night clubs and she axed it neatly by telling him she’d rather be at an 
evening spot for entertainment than at his broadcast. 

Another wacky bit was a running-gag question, repeated at least 
four times: ‘What is it that John Barrymore doesn’t have, wouldn’t 
want if he did have it, but wouldn’t take a million dollars for if he 
had it?’ After the big build-up, he went off the air without giving the 

r. 
oe noidontally, the press agents won the match, despite the fact that 
one of them said Francisco Franco was an orchestra leader. 

Publicity men’s team was captained by Charlie Washburn versus the 
femme hatcheckers by Renee Carroll of Sardi’s. Both captains went 
down early. It was nip-and-tuck between Howard Newman and Monte 
(Beachcomber) Proser (latter despite being a nitery boniface retains 
his TAMA standing by virtue of a Walter Wanger hookup). 

Conferencier Hagen style wasn’t so forte on occasion. Too staccato 
plus a disconcerting insistence that the contestants ‘talk into the mike’. 
Audibility was clear, so it either was an habitual or a needlessly offi- 
cious caution. 

Fred Spooner, Joe Heidt and Gardner Wilson completed the p.a. 
lineup; Mitzi Mitros, Vera Mathew, Adeline Molover, Dorothy Pascow 
and Yvette Sossi the coatroom sirens, representing spots like Leon & 
Eddie’s, Monte Carlo, the Waldorf, etc. ; 

Especially with the femmes Hagen seemed lacking in chivalry. 


WIDE ASSORTMENT  , KDKA’s Latest Pledgees 


OF SPOT BIZ AT Wowo KDKA ts the followi 


Ft. Wayne, March 5. | biz: , : : 
New business for WOWO includes:| General Mills Atlantic Refining | 
Hoover Liniment (Dr. Cox’s horse rs » on of Pittsburgh | 
Pg Wade, irates baseball games, 
a 60 spots, through woes Baume Bengue, Pacquin’s Hand 
Proctor & Gamble (Ivory soap), Cream, blanket contract for 300 one- 


























spot announcement series through|™. announcements, through Wil-| 
Compton, New York. liam Esty. 

Dr. Salsbury Laboratories, Charles} Kroger ’ Grocery, quarter hour | 
City, Ia. (poultry medicine), 39 serials, “Editor's Daughter’ and | 


: . , | ‘Linda’s First Love,’ for 52 weeks | 
blurbs, through N. W. Winter agency, theese Daleks 1. dence. 


Base mary (Cel-O-Glass) 13 spot| Allis Chalmers, six one-min. an- 
announcements, through B. B. D.|mouncements weekly for 15 weeks, 
&O. N.Y i through Bert S. Gittins, ; 
an. ashi Walker Remedy, one-min. an- 
Hortons, Fort Wayne (washing ein Gar eee ae 


machines), 26 spot blurbs, through 
Louis E. Wade agency. 

Murphy Products, Burlington, Wis. 
(livestock feed), 78 spot announce- 
ments through Wade agency, Chicago. 

Household Magazine, Topeka, Kan., 
13 studio programs through Presba, 
Felers & Presba, Chicago. 

Climax Cleaner, Cleveland, 26 
spot blurbs through Carr Liggett, 
Cleveland. 

Standard Oil of Indiania, 78 sports 
through McCann-Erickson, Chicago. 

Gardner Nurseries, Osage, Ia., 12 


show six times weekly 26 times, 
through Weston-Barnett. 

Pittsburgh Provision & Packing 
Co., 65 spot announcements, through 
Smith-Hoffman-Smith. 

Hires Root Beer, daily announce- 
ments six times weekly for 27 weeks, 
through O’Dea, Sheldon & Canaday, 

Justrite Bird Seed, one-min. disc 
announcements six times weekly for 
26 weeks, through Richard A. Foley. 

Cleveland Paper & Paste, three- 
min studio participations five times 


spots through Northwest Radio Ad- eis Gea weeks, through 
“er m . 
vertising, Seattle, Wash. Climax Cleaner, one-min. an- 


Interstate Nurseries, Hamburg, Ia., 
six spot announcements, placed di- 
rect. | 

Carter Little Liver Pills, 260 spot | 
announcements, throught Street & | 
Finney. 

Northwestern Yeast (Maca), 39} 

| 
| 


nouncements four times weekly for 
six weeks, through Carr Liggett. 


WFIL Makes Rotary 











studio program, through Hays Mac- Philadelphia, March 5. 
Farland, Chicago. | Membership in the Philadelphia 
Olson Rug, Chicago, 26 studio pro-| (janter of International Rotary has 
grams through Presba, Fellers & | been awarded to WFIL in the person 
Presba, Chicago. ’ nq | of Roger W. Clipp, the station’s gen- 
H. H. Butler stores, New York, 78 | o,9) manager. It’s the first time that 











studio programs, placed direct. |a radio station has ever held a seat 
Chrysler Corp., Detroit, Blanket | 
contract through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
Detroit. 
D. L. Clark Co., Pittsburgh, 78 | casters. ; 
transcribed blurbs through A. P. Hill | WFIL is the local outlet for NBC 
agency, Pittsburgh. i blue (WJZ) and Mutual. 


quently the membership was the ob- 








Lively — 
’ Showmanship 
WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 
in the 


INTERMOUNTAIN 
MARKET 


ject of hectic rivalry by local broad- | 


in the Philadelphia Rotary, conse- | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


RADIO 
Philadelphia Placements 


Philadelphia, Mareh 5. 
KYW reports the following new 
biz: 
Beardsley Sons, Inc., fish cakes, 
15 minutes participation in Musical 
Clock program. 


A. H. Geuting, shoes, renewal of 
spelling bee broadcast. 


Mentholatum, also Allis Chalmers, 
participants on ‘R. F. D. 1020.’ 

William C. Haldeman, auto tag 
service, participation on ‘Highlights 
After Dark,’ recordings. 

New spot announcement accounts 
on KYW include: F. G. Vogt (meats), 
Philadelphia Transportation, du Pont 
(synthetic glass), Charles Hires (root 
beer), Justrite (birdseed) and Swift. 


At WCAU James Moroney Wine 
Co. is to bankroll Powers Gouraud’s 
‘Night Owl’ airings, six times weekly, 
and Land O’ Lakes Creamery of Min- 
neapolis, has two 15-minute Edgar 
Guest e.t. programs. 


Auto Owners Finance Co. has pur- 
chased the 15-minute news comment 
program of M. Leonard Matt on 
WDAS. 














ORGANIST WEDS COP 


St. Louis, March 5. 

The elopement and secret mar- 
riage, of Henrietta Jordan, radio or- 
ganist, and William Thomson, a local 
cop, became known last week. The 
couple went to Union, Mo., for cere- 
mony. 

Miss Jordan has played organ and 
piano at local stations for the past 
five years, 
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Wage Records May Be Centralized: 
Its A Break For The Networks 





Washington, March 5. 


Revision of the Wage and Hour 
Division’s regulations, covering place 
and period for keeping records re- 
quired by the Fair Labor Standards 
act, is expected to benefit radio, mo- 
tion pictures and other show biz in- 
dustries by eliminating necessity for 
special authorization to keep em- 
ploye records outside the state where 
the place of employment is sit- 
uated. 

In an announcement last week 
U. S. Department of Labor pointed 
out that employers will be permitted 
to keep the required records ‘either 
at the place or places of employ- 
ment, or at one or more established 
central record keeping offices where 
such records are customarily main- 
tained’. Should be a boon to the 
networks, particularly, where all 
petty details must be collected in 
the central office, although employes 
may be scattered through numerous 
states. 


A ‘brief record’ must be kept, un- 
der the new rules, at the place of 
employment of each of the com- 
pany’s employes, if the employer 
keeps his general record at the cen- 
tral office. Such abbreviated records 
need to contain only two items of 
information for each work week of 
each employe: Total hours worked 
and total hours paid. (Name, ad- 





dress and occupation of each em- 
ploye must be kept for identifying 
purposes, it was added.) 


Before the new change in rules it 
was necessary to keep records of 
each employe ‘within each state 
either at the place or places of em- 
ployment or, where that was im- 
practicable, within at least one of 
the employer’s places of business 
within such state,’ Labor Department 
pointed out. Also, a special author- 
ization had to be secured from the 
Wage-Hour Administrator in cases 
where it was found more desirable 
to keep the records at some central 
accounting or record-keeping office 
in a state other than the state where 
the place of employment was sit- 
uated. 


New regs require that complete 
records be kept ‘safe and readily ac- 
cessible for a period of four years’ 
at the central office. Two years is 
the deadline on ‘abbreviated records’ 
kept at the place of employment, but 
main dope must be on hand at the 
main office. 


According to the Wage-Hour Di- 
vision, chief time-and-trouble-saving 
factor in the new rules is abolish- 
ment of ‘extensive files, shelves and 
drawers’ and the doing away with 
‘special authorizations’ which here- 
tofore has brought on bookkeeping 
headaches. 
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—FOREWORD— 


Buoyed by car sales running from 20 to 25% above a 
year ago, Detroit auto manufacturers are unloosening purse 
strings for an advertising campaign during spring and sum- 
mer selling season, normally industry’s best period. Radio 
will do okay with extra coin available. Couple of million 
may be spent in next four or five months, chiefly in the form 
of spots and recorded programs. 

Contrary to auto makers’ previous belief that current 
presidential year would retard auto market, retail sales of 
cars and trucks during January and February broke all-time 
records of most companies for those periods. In fact, January 
registrations were the second highest January on record, 
being exceeded only by that month in 1937, February, de- 
spite adverse weather in most parts of the country, held up 
much better than expected and also threatens sales marks. 

Consensus of industry's bigwigs at end of 1939 was that 
1940 car and truck sales would show a moderate 10% gain 
over 1939, which showed a total of around 3,000,000 new car 
and truck registrations. Past two months’ developments, 
however, have disproved bigwigs’ conservatism and most 
observers now believe that year’s gain will appfoximate 25 
to 30%, placing 1940 near the industry's top ranking years 
and turning loose millions of dollars more in industry's 
ballyhoo outlay. 

Most spectacular rise in auto sales has been experienced 
by independent producers, enabling these companies to un- 
leash wads of dough on promotion. Chief of the indies who've 
shown exceptional gains in the past 12 months, Studebaker 
currently is launching a radio campaign with Richard Him- 
ber’s band, augmented by Ray Block chorus. Fifteen-minute 
platters, set for three per week on numerous stations 
throughout country, will entail an expenditure of around 
$2,000,000, it’s reported. All of sum won't be spent on discs, 
however, considerable portion of it going to spot announce- 
ments during the next five months . 

All other makers, with few exceptions, will likewise pour 
plenty of coin into ether coffers. Chrysler and Ford, which 
last year spent a million dollars apiece in radio, will con- 
tinue their Major Bowes and Ford Sunday Evening Hour 
programs, supplementing these with numerous spot and local 
dealers’ campaigns on individual makes of cars. General 
Motors Corp., which dropped network programs in 1938, has 
indicated no intentions of returning to chains at present, but 
probably will next fall or early next year, now that steady 
upturn in car sales is established. This does not mean, of 
course, that GM’s individual divisions will not spend lots of 
coin with radio during the coming five months in shows 
bankrolled by local dealers (with factories furnishing dough 
according to number of cars sold by those dealers) and in 
extensive spot campaigns. 

In addition to Studebaker, other indies enjoying strong 
gales upturns include Packard, Hudson, and Nash. All are 
now in position whereby they can afford more than the usual 
mewspaper and magazine insertion, so radio is expected to 
garner some of the extra coin this spring. 


CHICAGO 


(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 24....... 9,340 5,866 9,311 24,517 
February 17....... 9,310 5,478 9,413 24,201 
% change.........+0.3% +7.1% —1.1% +1.2% 


Political stuff on stations other than WBBM and WGN, 
which do not accept paid politico spiels, accounted for a 
healthy jump in local unit sales in Chicago, and this condi- 
tion should last right through the coming campaigns. Ex- 
pected shortly is the annual drop-off of cold remedies’ spot 
and network purchases, but this will be compensated through 
the return of baseball’s play-by-play on national spot. It’s 
estimated $150,000 is in sight for local spiel expenditures by 
the office-hunters. Factional wrangles in the making, espe- 
cially in the Democratic party, where a number of individu- 
alists are readying to buck the machine, 

Most of the coin will go to the indie stations such as WIND, 
WJJD, WCFL, and WAAF, though there is a likelihood that 
NBC’s WENR will garner a chunk of the money. 

WGN, the Chicago Tribune outlet, and WBBM, the Colum- 
bia-owned station, agree on a policy of nixing any and all 
paid political palavering. Any political talks these outlets 
take are gratis if the stations deem them newsworthy. 
WMAQ, the NBC-owned station, is willing to sell time to 
politicos, but outlet is pretty cramped for time due to regular 
spot and NBC-red commercials. 

Indications are that the foreign-language periods are going 
to get a solid play from the would-be statesmen, and those 
stations which have built up any dialect following will reap 
their mazuma harvest. 


CINCINNATI 


(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 24 ..... - 4,740 4,957 5,671 15,368 
February 17 ..... - 4,635 4,580 5,350 14,565 
GUANO osiccces 42.2% +8.2% + 6% +5.5% 


For the second consecutive week there is a marked gain 
in each of the three classifications of the total commercial 
units for the four stations participating in the report. 

WKREC new business for the week ended Feb. 24 is: 

Wilson Co., Chicago (Ideal Dog food) through U. S. Ad- 
vertising Agency, Chicago, 6 announcements. 

Dorsel Co., local (Seal of Kentucky flour) through Harry 
M. Miller agency, Cincy, three five-minute spots weekly. 

Congress Cigar Co. (La Palina) through Marschalk & Pratt, 
NYC., six announcements. 

Cincy Dodge Dealers Assn. through Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chi- 
cago, seven announcements. 
WCPO new accounts for the week: 
Leeds apparel store, local, added 30 announcements weekly. 
Askin’s apparel shop, local, a new account, contracted for 
104 announcements. 
Interstate Nurseries, through Buchanan & Thomas, Omaha, 
six five-minute transcribed programs weekly. 

Clark Gardner nurseries, through the Northwest Advg. 
agency, Seattle, Wash., 12 five-minute programs weekly. 

Norma Der, proprietary medicine, six announcements 
weekly. 

Nu-Enamel Co., through Walter Haehnle agency, local, 11 
spots weekly. 

Ohio Gunnison Homes, through Strauchen & 
agency, local, two five-minute programs weekly. 
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HOW UNITS ARE FIGURED 


The system of computation followed, in place 
of dollars volume, is to credit every commercial 
minute as one unit. An hour is thus 60 units, 
a half hour 30 units, and so on. 

Chainbreaks, time signals, spot announcements 
are credited as one unit each The week is con- 
sidered as up to and inclusive of Saturday. 

By ‘spot time’ is meant non-network time. 
Spot does not merely mean announcements (this 
use of the word is completely erroneous). .Nor 
does it have anything to do with disc as opposed 
to live talent. It simply meens all non-network 
time 

By ‘local business’ is meant any type of busi- 
ness coming from a firm whose activities are con- 
fined to a single city. This type of business is 
also known in the trade as ‘one-address business’ 
and generally is sold at a special (lower) rate. 

By ‘national spot business’ is meant business 
coming from any firm whose distribution covers 
the entire nation, or at least large portions there- 
of. Some stations differentiate between ‘national 
spot’ and ‘regional spot’—the difference being 
based on the extent of the sponsor's distribution 
—but Variety, for purposes of clarity and sim- 
plification, bulks these two types of sponsors 
into one category. This seems all the more feas- 
ible since both national and regional sponsors 
(with rare exceptions) pay the same rates, any- 
how. 











Hy-Pure Drugs Products, through Keelor & Stites agency, 
local, 250 announcements. 

Schiff’s shoe stores, five 15-minute programs weekly, live 
talent. 

Capitol Clothes Shop, local, seven announcements weekly. 

Shillito’s department store, four announcements daily. 

Nu-Way Dry Cleaners, four 15-minute programs weekly. 

Sears Roebuck, through Frederic W. Ziv agency, local, 12 
announcements weekly. 

H. & S. Pogue Co., department store, 26 announcements 
weekly. 

Cincinnati Dodge Dealers, two announcements daily. 

Star Clothing Co., 11 announcements weekly. 

Olshine’s clothing store, five 15-minute, six five-minute and 
four announcements weekly. 

Tri-State Ignition Co., refrigerators, 26 announcements. 


DENVER 


(KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 24 ..... . 7,548 4,077 1,573 13,198 
February 17 ...... 7,548 4,115 1,662 13,325 
% change ..... arate e —0.9% —5.3% —0.9% 





* No change. 

General Mills has signed for 72 baseball games during the 
1940 season, 1% hrs. each, reconstructed from telegraph in- 
formation, with Jack Fitzpatrick announcing, on KLZ. Other 
KLZ new business includes Noxema, 15 mins. weekly, 13 
times, ‘Pennies From Heaven’; 20 Grand Razor Blades, four 
newscasts weekly, 15 mins., 13 weeks; Beeman’s Chewing 
Gum, five announcements weekly, 13 weeks; Denver NatL 
Bank, 156 announcements; Puritan Pie Co., six announce- 
ments weekly, 13 weeks; Bekins Storage Co., 104 announce- 
ments; Standard Bottling, 91 announcements; Leeman Auto 
Co., 12 spots; Woolworth Co., 13 spots: Colorado Ice & Cold 
Storage Co., 26 quarter hours; Terry Carpenter gas station, 
six quarter hours weekly. 

The Denver Dry Goods Co. department store is using the 
daily noon newscast over KFEL to boost sales for its Cham- 
bers Range department. Other new business signed by KFEL 
includes Duffy Bros. Drinks sponsoring a weekly show, ‘This 
Is Magic,’ on two quarter-hours a week; Leed’s Shoe Co., 
two chain breaks daily; Grayson’s Apparel Shop, two chain 
breaks daily; Gilbert Tire Co., chain break prior to noon 
newscast; Rogers Mortuary, chain break Sunday following 
Mutual ‘Haven of Rest’; and Roxy theatre (Negro), is using 
an hour, 12-1 Saturday night, for all-Negro variety show by 
remote from theatre stage. 

The big sale of the week on KOA was the signing of the 
Kay’s Jewelers for three 15-min. early morning broadcasts 
a week for a year. Others signed include the K & B Pack- 
ing Co. for a ‘Pinocchio’ transcribed 15 mins., three a week; 
Cassidy-Hicks Wallpapr Co., 15 mins., three times weekly, 
13 weeks; Studebaker Sales Corp., 15 mins., three a week, 13 
weeks, ‘Studebaker Champions’; and Gilbert Tire Co., 365 
spot announcements, one a day. 


DETROIT 


(CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, WWJ) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 24....... 8,145 8,448 3,363 19,956 

. February 17....... 8,160 7,706 3,956 19,422 
% Ghange......... —0.2% +9.6% —5.7% +2.7% 


_Although Sustaining losses in both network and spot biz, 
a sizeable spurt in local category permitted Detroit stations 
to show a 2.7% gain in total units for the week, a fractionally 
higher increase than in the previous week's comparisons, 
The big boost in the local unit category lends further em- 
phasis to the fact, stated in last week's comments, that Detroit 
biz generally is well on the march upward, as a result of 
auto sales and production being near boom-time proportions. 
Losses in the national spot stanza was accounted for 
in the main by one station, although two others of the five 
stations also showed slight declines, while two outlets re- 
corded small gains. Decline in the network category is 
minor, representing the loss of a single 15-minute program 
during latest week. 

Harry Heilmann will start his third year of ‘Baseball Extra’ 
programs over WXYZ this week. Thrice-weekly programs 
are recorded at Tigers’ training camp at Lakeland, Fla., and 
shipped by airmail to Detroit for broadcast following evening. 
Bankrolled by Tivoli Brewing, local. - 

Another brewery, Koppitz Beer, is sponsoring 15-minute 
daily sportcasts by Bud Shaver, former sports editor of 
Detroit Times and now connected with WXYZ. Program 
will also hit Michigan network. 

Still another sponsor signed by WXYZ is Cunningham’s, 
which operates string of drug stores here. Chain has placed 
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E REPORTS 


order for 30 newscasts per week starting March 17. 

casts will vary from five to 10 minutes each and will includ 
each day of week. WXYZ is serviced by United Press, b . 
copy will be prepared by station’s news staff, ut 


DES MOINES 


(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Network Local National T 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 24 ...... 7,650 2,668 3,962 14,289 
February 17 2.2... 7.770 3,433 3,580 14,783 
$e Change veesee..— 1.5% 223%  4107%  _3ie 


Recent business for KSO-KRNT has included: 
Absorene Mfg, Co.—52 one-minute announcement 
Ross Gould. s, through 
Allis Chalmers—News programs, through Bert §. Gittings 
Agency. 
Russell Miller Milling Co.—Five quarter-hours 
through Mitchell Agency. per week, 
Standard Oil—78 one-minute announcements, through Mc. 
Cann Erickson. 
Minnesota Macaroni—Participation in Magie Ki 
through McCord Agency. Mohan, 


Lever Brothers—One-minute announcements, _ th 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. rough 
General Mills—(Baseball sponsorship), through Knox 


Reeves. 

Hi-Lex—Participation in Magic Kitchen, through McCord 
Agency. 

Northwestern Yeast—Renewal Magic Kitchen, through 
Hays McFarland. 

Phillips Petroleum—Renewal daily news program, through 
Lambert & Feasley. F 

Tone Brothers Coffee—Daily time signals, through Son de 
Regger & Brown. 

Iowa Dairy Commission—Sponsorship State High School 
Basketball Tournament, through Coolidge Agency. 

Beaver Valley Milling Co.—Daily news program, through 
Son de Regger & Brown. 


Burch Biscuit — One-minute announcements, through 

Fairall. 
(WDRC, WTHT, WTIC) 

Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 

February 24....... 7,049 1,701 1,333 10,083 

February 17....... 7,164 1,733 1,272 10,169 

% change.........—1.5% —1.8% +4.7% —0.8% 


Although network and local totals slipped slightly, Hart- 
ford stations recorded an increase in the national spot cate- 
gory for the fifth consecutive week. 


KANSAS CITY 


(KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 24 ...... 6,502 5,876 5,768 18,136 
February 17 ...... 6,502 6,377 §,423 18,304 
TH CHANZS ceceoccce . —7.8% +6.3% —0.8% 





* No change. 


Figures are nearly constant except for the apparent in- 
crease in network time. This is accounted for, however, by 
the fact that total for KMBC has heretofore been estimated, 
but actual check was secured this week. Station reports 
strong totals on net biz and national spot points, but is cater- 
ing to a comparatively small percentage of local biz. 

Other changes reported, as evidenced by the figures, were 
minor in every department, as no station reported any star- 
tling list of new accounts and no more than routine number 


~NEW YORK CITY 


(WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
February 24....... 675 7,483 11,002 19,160 
February 17....... 725 7,172 10,918 18,815 
% change.........—6.9% +4.3% +0.7% +18% 


All four stations showed increased local biz, ranging from 
WNEW's 2% to WMCA’s 12%. National spot increased 
slightly, while network units nose-dived. New business of 
the week included: 

WHN: American Jewish Broadcasting Co., through A. B. 
Landau, announcements; Eppens Smith Co., direct, six 15- 
minute programs weekly for 52 weeks; Fyr-Pro Corps 
through Campbell-Lampee, 12 five-minute programs weekly, 
13 weeks; Thomas Leeming & Co., through William Esty, 
announcements; Times Square Mission, direct, half-hour Sun- 
days, 52 weeks; Manischewitz Matzos Co., through A. B. 
Landau, announcements, 52 weeks. 

WMCA: Paramount Caterers, through Sternfeld-Godley, 
40 five-minute programs; Columbia Pictures Corp., direct, al 
announcements; Fruit Wines Corp., through Emil Mogul, 60 
announcements weekly for 52 weeks; Fyr-Pro Corp., through 
Campbell-Lampee, 10 announcements weekly for 52 weeks; 
I. J. Fox, through Lew Kashuk, 42 announcements weekly 
for six weeks; Ford Dealers, through McCann-Erickson, ane 
nouncements; Mutual Optical Plan, through Al Klinger 
Agency, five-minute and 15-minute programs; Ferndale 
Farms, Inc., announcements. Station also got a 52-week Te 
newal on Unity School of Christianity. . 

WNEW: Sebastiani Wineries, through Carlo Vinti, threé 
quarter-hours weekly for 52 weeks; Essex De Soto Dealets, 
through United Advertising Service, announcements. 

WOR: Look Magazine, through Austin & Spector, on 
15-minute newscasts weekly; Armstrong Cork Co., aren 
BBD & O, renewal of three 15-minute ‘Julia Blake’ tran 
scriptions weekly. . d 

NBC’s key stations WJZ and WEAF report national an 
local spot business 68% up over 1939. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(KFRC, KGO, KPO, KSFO) 


Network Local National 1 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Un 

February 24 ...... 8,460 1,516 2,744 a 
February 17 ...... 4,055 728 2,478 ‘a 


The Feb. 17 figure does not include KSFO. Next week 


KJBS will be added, also new business comment. 















ni 
shi 


EI] 
th 


Nags 
lude 
- but 


otal 
Inits 


4,783 
3.49% 


ugh 
iting 
eek, 


hen, 
ugh 
nox 
‘ord 
ugh 
ugh 
1 de 
hool 
ugh 
ugh 


nits 
,083 
169 
8% 
arte 
ate- 


otal 
nits 
136 
304 


8% 


otal 
nits 
160 
815 
8% 
rom 
ised 
; of 


15 
ID 
kly, 
sty, 
une 


otal 
nits 
720 
261 


eek 


y— 


+ 





r 


Wednesday, March 6, 1940 








Bribery Case Up 


This Friday (8) 





Executive council of the contactmen’s union is investigating payola 
charges made against a member who is on the professional staff of a 
subsidiary firm to one of the leading independent publishing organiza- 


tions. 


The accused contacteer has already been questioned by the 


union and his professional manager has been summoned to appear 
pefore the council this Friday night (8). Officials of the union have 
agreed to withhold the circumstances of the case and the band leader 
involved until the matter has been thoroughly probed and a decision 


handed down. 


The incident has caused quite a hubbub in the music industry be- 
cause it makes the first time that a bribery issue has come up before 


the union since its inception six months ago. 


It is not known as yet 


whether the accused professional man’s employer has been involved in 


the charges. 


If that should occur, the matter will then go to arbi- 


tration. The union will name one arbitrator, the employer another and 
the third will come from the American Arbitration Society. 

In the event of a guilty verdict the employer will be subject to a fine 
of $1,000. The penalty for a union member found guilty of bribery is 


dismissal from the union. 


ar: renner tee 


Houston Suit Charges Coin Machines — 
And Union Represent ‘Conspiracy 


Houston, March 5. 

Coin-operated phonograph record 
machines have become entangled lo- 
cally in the anti-trust law. Ac- 
cording to charges filed by the U. S. 
district attorney in Austin, coin-ma- 
chine operators and distribs have 
entered into a conspiracy with the 
local branch of the International 
Electrical Workers Union to control 
and restrict the location of these 
mechanisms in the city of Houston. 
Besides officials of the union nine 
operators and distribs are named in 
the complaint. 

The district attorney contends that 
the alliance between the union and 
the distributors has for its ‘purpose 
the regulating, fixing and limiting 
the output’ of the machines. Also 
that the alleged conspiracy involves 
‘the buying, selling, renting and 
leasing of space’ for the disc mecha- 
nisms all of which constitutes re- 
strictions in trade and commerce. 





Al Sherman Scores Point; 
Alleged Freeze-Out On 
‘Yokel’ Tunes Actionable 


Al Sherman scored an important 
point in his suit against Lew Brown, 
the producers of ‘Yokel Boy’ and 
Chappell & Co., when Justice Sam- 
uel Rosenman, of the N. Y. supreme 
court, last week refused to dismiss 
his $150,000 suit against the three 
parties. The judge rejected the de- 
fendants’ contention that this was 
an action for infringement of a copy- 
right and as such should have been 
brought in the Federal court. He 
held that the case concerned the al- 


legation that one co-owner of a copy- | 


right assisted by other persons de- 
stroyed Sherman's interest in the 
musical works and excluded him 
from the possibility of capitalizing 
on such works. Julian T. Abeles rep- 
resents Sherman. 

Justice Rosenman held also that 
the action is based on a trust rela- 
tionship among the co-owners of the 
copyrights and accordingly is a sub- 
stitute for an accounting suit. These 
circumstances, he added, gives his 
court the same jurisdiction as the 


federal courts under the copyright ' 


Going Places Provides Excitement In 


statute. 

Sherman claims that he is the co- 
author of three songs which Brown 
used in his production of ‘Yokel 


ventteteiten=: The Lives of Hal Kemp's Orchestra 


| | 


Tonight,’ ‘Rhythm Makes Me Wanna’ 
and ‘I Can't Afford to Dream,’ and 
that not only did the defendants fail 
to give him writer credit on the num- 
bers but they haven't paid him any 


royalties. Brown was nominally the | 


eer. though the complaint lists 
Ibee Prod., Inc., as the presenter of 
the show, 


MCA’s Broadway Sweep 


Week of March 28 will see most 
of the New York theatres using MCA 
bands on their stages. Count Basie 
will be on the 
George Olsen at the Strand, Bob 
pnester at Flatbush, Brooklyn; and 

Ommy Dorsey will be in his third 
week at the New York Paramount. 

Windsor theatre in the Bronx and 


Gatlton, Jamaica, two remaining 
Stands for major bands, are not yet 
ooked. Loew's State is first book- 


i a P A 
ng there for Basie, only other time 
h was at a Broadway house being at 
the Paramount. 











Ellington’s Seattle Date 


Seattle, March 5. 

Joe Daniels’ booking office set 
Duke Ellington for Show Box, night 
spot, opening April 1, for two weeks. 

Show Box operated by Mike Col- 
lins has been getting nice biz when 
using names, like Sally Rand and 
Gene Austin. 


ROCKWELL WEST 
TO HEAR ARTIE 
SHAW 


Tom Rockwell, head of General 
Amusement Corp., 
wood Saturday (2) to hear 











stage of Loew’s State, | 


'a couple radio deals. One of these 
concerns the placement of Victor 





| show. 
He’s due back in New York to- 
morrow (Thursday). 


Shaw starts his comeback with a 


'new crew by making five sides for | 


Victor at RCA studio in L. A. He'll 

| have 31 men in the band, split up as 
follows: Six brass, four sax, four 
irhythm, eight violins, two violas, two 
| cello, one bass clarinet, one oboe, 
one flute and one French horn. 





' Krupa to Inaugurate 
Empire, Sy’cuse, Vaude 


: Syracuse, March 5. 

Charles Martina, of Albion, N. Y., 
has taken over the Empire and, fol- 
lowing extensive alterations, 
reopen it April 1 with vaudfilm. 
Gene Krupa to headline the first bill. 


pire to the Rivoli to join his brother, 
Mitchel. This is the fourth time in 
24 hours that. Fizer has been in and 
| out of the Empire and as he turned 
| over the Kevs on Friday he said, 
\‘l’ll probably be back here again 
| some day.’ 





By BERNIE WOODS 

| What can and often does happen 
‘to a band out on 8,000-mile tour of 
| one-nighters and theatres illus- 
| trated by the recent experiences of 


is 





; cago, March 21. ; 
| Heading south from a first date in 
| Philadelphia, Kemp's outfit expected 
/an easy tour through the warmer 
southern states. Instead, the first 
;ment-ruining cold weather which 
| extended as far south as Florida. At 
| Asheville, N. C., Bob Allen and three 


| Kemp musicians had a busy few: 


,minutes smothering a fire that got go- 
| ing in one of Kemp's trailers. They 
said they would have liked to let 
it flame and keep them warm but 
that trailer was the result of a dozen 
hard worked one-nighters so the 





—— 
cmeeneil 


flew to Holly-' 
Artie , 
Shaw’s new orchestra and to close! 


Young on the Old Gold-Don Ameche - 


will } 


the Hal’ Kemp band, now at the, 
Lyric theatre, Indianapolis, and 
headed for the Palmer House, Chi- 


| thing encountered was the engage- | 
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Al Donahue Set for Big 


Troy, N. Y., March 5. 
Al Donahue’s orchestra has been 
engaged to play at the annual ball 
of Troy Police Benevolent and Pro- 
| tective Association in the 
| Armory April 26, 





| Jimmy Dorsey’s band played date 
| last year. 


have played the ball. 


Teagarden Ordered 
To Pay 456 or Face 











Jack Teagarden must settle with- 
in 30 days a claim for $4,500 lodged 
against him with the American Fed- 


eration of Musicians 
Michaud or suffer expulsion from 
the union. Decision was 
down by the AFM trial board last 
week, one of the most drastic actions 
taken against a bandleader in some 
time. 


Claim is based on an agreement 
whereby Michaud was to get a per- 
centage of Teagarden’s gross earn- 
ings over a period of three years, in 
return for releasing him from a 
booking and personal manager con- 
tract. Teagarden then went over to 





‘manager. He subsequently parted 
| with the latter. Michand personally 
|; manages Gene Krupa, Lennie Hay- 
| ton, Bob Chester, Buddy Rogers, as 
| well as having a booking permit. 

| Teagarden recently filed a volun- 
| tary petition in bankruptcy listing 
| Michaud as one of his creditors. 
| However, the union does not recog- 
'nize legal baths of members and 
the bandlander must pay. His 
| band, which recently underwent a 
| reorganization to eliminate high- 
priced men and bring down its oper- 
ating nut, is currently in the south. 





Fair’s Bands 


Continued from page 3 .... 








Campus, while a third, so far un- 
'designated as to locale, may be 
known as the Oriental village. 

George Smith, who was active in 
_midway affairs last year, is in charge 
of midway deals now, with Albert 
Johnson serving as advisory con- 
sultant to Harvey D. Gibson, chair- 
|man of the fair board. Lincoln G. 
Dickey, who had served for several 
months as advisor to Gibson on mid- 
way matters, has moved headquar- 
ters to New York City and is cur- 
rently devoting all his time to set- 
ting the new Aquacade show for 
Billy Rose. 

‘American Jubile,’ currently spon- 
sored by the fair, may open under 
the management of some transporta- 
tion company. The Greyhound bus 


: i : 'system is now being mentioned as 
Morris Fitzer moves from the Em- | 


possible sponsor and backer. 





Mal Hallet, who made way for 
Ella Fitzgerald at the Roseland Ball- 
room, New York, returns there for 
another four weeks March 12, fol- 
lowing the Fitzgerald outfit. 


1 blaze was smothered with a blanket 

with little damage. Nearing Lula, 
'Georgia, unwarned that ice was in 
‘season in Georgia, the trailer 
skidded into a ditch and turned up 
its wheels. Eddie Kusby, trombone, 
was in the thing grabbing a snack of 
bread and jam and when the guy 
that was piloting it crawled in to 
haul him out the contents of the jam 
jar was all over his face and, look- 
ing like blood, he was mentally 
tabbed at first for a face lifting. 

At Spartanburg, S. C., two of the 
orchestra’s cars played follow the 
leader into a snow drift and got 
themselves marooned. Next the in- 
strument truck decided to take a day 
off (or the guy behind the wheel 
forgot to change the oil. and burned 
out a bearing outside cf Birming- 
ham, Ala. While standing in the 
street in Nashville the same truck 
was broken open by three colored 


Shep Fields, Larry Clin- | 
| ton, Russ Morgan and Tommy Dor-. 
|sey are other name units which | 


Loss of Union Card 


by Arthur |} 


handed | 


Musie Corp. of America and lawyer | 
Johnny Gluskin became his personal | 


/ ence 


10,000-Hoofers Troy Affair Film-Style Continuous P ert ormance 


——= 


a Dance Click 





BOLSTERS MONDAY 


College Talent Quest Stunt Used At 
| Chatterbox 








Pittsburgh, March 5. 

Lang Thompson band is looking to 
| Pittsburgh’s three colleges in an ef- 
| fort to boost weak Monday nite biz 
/at William Penn Hotel's Chatterbox. 
| Maestro launching series of weekly 
|‘Kampus Kwests’ in an effort to un- 
cover undergraduate talent, starting 
with Duquense U and continuing on 
following Mondays with Pitt and 
Carnegie Tech and around the cir- 
cuit again, or at least until Thomp- 
son’s local engagement ends. 

For once, however, a band isn’t 
| promising a job to the winners. 
| Thompson instead is shelling out 
| number of cash awards as well as a 
couple of record albums. To attract 
the collegiate trade on audition 
| nights, band has also persuaded the 
| Chatterbox management to drop the 
‘minimum charge for those evenings. 


SWING TO SWEET 
~ HEADACHING 
BOOKERS 





The trend toward a more quiet 
style of music is sending band 
on a diligent hunt for 
semi-sweet bands that 


agencies 
sweet and 
may have possibilities as future b.o. 
Offices claim there aren't 
enough smooth groups of name 
calibre to currently satisfy demands 
of customers and admit that the sit- 
uation is the result of too much em- 
phasis the past couple of years on 
swing outfits. Now that the drive 
stuff is easing off bookers are look- 
ing in the opposite direction. 
However, it’s pointed out by band 
men not connected with the bigger 
agencies that there are any number 
of good groups in that category cur- 
rently playing in the middlewest that 
are already contracted, some to Mu- 
sic Corp. of America, the outfit cone | 
ducting the sharpest search for 
sweet bands. General Amusement 
Corp. is the office likely to be hurt 


lures. 





most if a sudden upheaval puts 
sweet outfits on a higher level 
than swing. General’s list is al- 
most exclusively the latter. Wm. 


Morris is pretty topheavy in swing, 
too. Consolidated Radio Artists’ 
roster is fairly evenly divided, and 
Frederick Bros. is almost exclusively 
sweet, 





Sweet 6-1 Over Swing 


With 6 PM. Price Change 


State. 
Affair usually | 
|draws between 10,000-15,000 people. | 


| at various times. 





Seattle, March 5. 
the University 


Students at of 


| Washington are swinging away from | 


swing. Poll just completed on the | 

question of swing vs. sweet prefer- 

and no. straddlin, allowed, 

showed: 
Sweet, the Winnah, 6 to 1. 


| 


boys who were subsequently nabbed, | 
and 3,000 negatives and several sets | 
of clothing were pinched. 

Saxist Jack LeMaire took the 
prize, however, for having things 
happen to him. At different times 
his overcoat got lost, strayed or 
stolen; he woke up in the middle of 
a fire in his hotel room; and during 
the trip his wife gave birth to their 
first child. The blaze was at Ope- 


‘lousa, La. In the way of constructive 


events on the trip were the mar- | 
riages of trombonist Leo Moran | 


‘(everything seems to happen to trom- | 
‘bonists), and sax man Johnny Van} 


Epps. 

Kemp himself celebrated his first | 
wedding anniversary in Atlanta with | 
his wife, the former Martha Stephen- | 





: Kansas City, March 5. 

Will Wittig, manager of the Pla- 
Mor ballroom, has adapted the 
‘double feature’ idea to his dancery, 
and has hit a clicking policy of of- 
fering two bands for the price of one 
on Sundays. Matinee dance begins at 
four with one band, and second crew 
takes over from eight to 12, all for 
one admission. 


A few weeks ago Wittig inaugu- 
rated the idea as a stunt, but now 
appears to be regular Sunday policy. 
It replaces his former schedule of a 
matinee dance on Sunday from three 
to six p. m. which was followed by 
the regular evening terp. 


Last Sunday Red Blackburn and 
crew took over matinee stretch with 
Rudy Bundy playing for the night 
crowd. Wittig sets the price at 25e. 
before six and 40c after, another 
kindred cinema idea. 

Bundy wound up his week's stay 
with the night stand Sunday and 
Wittig brought in Herbie Holmes and 
his crew of 16 for a week's stand be- 
ginning today. Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore 
is set for a one-nighter Saturday (9) 
under a tariff of 75c per head. 


Wittig has stated that it all adds 
up to the best percentage the Pla- 
Mor winter season has had in past 
three years with substantial increase 
of 1939-40 over previous season. 
Pla-Mor is one of this section's larg- 
est dance spots, and combines an ice 
rink, bowling alley, softball park and 
—w pool (in season) as attrac- 
ions. 


CUSTOMERS 
LEAD BAND AS 
GAG 








Sammy Kaye is currently oper- 
ating a gag that allows three guest 
conductors culled from patrons in 
the Century Room of the Commo- 
dore hotel, N. Y., to baton his band 
Tagged ‘So You 
Want to Lead a Band,’ it’s worked 
each night and on his Saturday after- 
noon full hour broadcast on the Mu- 
tual net. 

Trio of embryo leaders are selected 
via numbered cards handed out by 
waiters and one gaining most re- 
sponse from rest of audience 
served with a bottle of champagne. 
Twist is that the band actually fol- 
lows direction of amateur leaders, 
slowing and speeding with erratic 
direction. 


is 


‘Bill Marshall Trying 


Hollywood But His Band 
Has Candle In Window 


Memphis, March 5. 

Bill Marshall, young maestro who 
took over Frank Dailey’s Stop-and- 
Go band, stopped here over the 
weekend on the way to Hollywood, 
where he has been pacted by War- 
ner Brothers for six months. Band 
is continuing intact for series of one- 
nighters in Florida and Southeast so 
that Marshall can rejoin ’em just in 
case. 

Marshall's contract calls for him to 
report at Burbank this week. No 
definite assignment. Reported to be 
one of several good-looking young 
singers studio is lining up as pos- 
sible replacement for gap created 
by departure of Dick Powell end 
John Payne. 

Formerly with Fred Waring and 
Ran Wilde as_ vocalist, Marshall 
started out with own band little 
more than a year ago, made 2 deal 
to take over the Dailey outfit Jast 
spring, has been doing al] right 
since. Warner Brothers spotted him 
in New York recently. 





Kassel’s Bismarck Return 
Chicago, Merch 5. 
Art Kassel orchestra comes back 


son. Kemp while at the Florida Fair | to the Walnut Room of the Bismarck 
in Tampa donned a crash helmet and | hotel, his perennial stand, on Apri) 2. 


rode a speeding car with Lucky 
Teter through flaming walls of wood. | 


Replaces the current Leonard Ke'}- 
ler orch. 
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40 VARIETY 
‘ s 
—Musi ds at the Box Off 
Inside Stuff—Music Bands at the Box ice 
(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover charge business being dong 
hy name bands in various New York hotels. Spots listed are only where the band is the main 
illie F i i ho bought the Joe Davis catalog“: : ; ( | etiiae. 
ite Sees ie Sa eeenae te pall of the firm from Joe | tion for supper. Dinner business (7-10 P.M .) not rated. Figures after name af hotel give room capac. 
Devia Inc, to the Mayfair Music Corp., which title is now controlled by | ify and cover charge, _Larger amount designates weekend and holiday price.) 
d a . : . iller all 
the Robbins Music Corp. Horowitz was professional manager for Mi iis 
Music, Inc., a Robbins-Metro unit, hence the friendly gesture. Jack Rob- ei, “hey Total 
bins has stated that he has no other interest in the Horowitz-Silver venture. iia : Gren 
Dav, as provided for under the contract, will retrieve his incorporated Band ote aye Week On 4 
contract when Horowitz and Silver take over the Mayfair title. Davis) Charlie Barnet.......... Lincoln (225 ; 75e-$1.50)........ ee 3 775 (aps 
=o a ee ee es eon r ag o ROO i sbi basedacs New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 900 977 
while continuing in business for himself as the Georgia Music Corp. ie or Os 8 175 
Horowitz-Silver deal for the Davis catalog called for a cash payment of | ge ee iltmore (3 :$ ee eee eee 2 400 75) 
$32,500 on the total price of $75,000. Davis in addition collects royalties | |‘verett Hoagland....... Waldorf (Empire) (400; 75c-$1.50).... 9 550 7,075 
from works of his in this catalog. He hopes to get the Georgia firm into Sammy Kaye. : eS Commadore (400: 75c-$1,50) ity thee: 7 Lops aes 
ee ee Henry King. ........ 0. Plaza (350; $1.50-$2.50). 0.0. ee eeeeee 7 423 eae 
Irving Mills, who recently went back into orchestra personal manage- k rankie Masters........ Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50) ‘Tes eee ac 4 400 11675 
ment with an interest in the Bobby Byrne and Georgie Auld outfits, denies} Lani McIntire.......... Lexington (300; 75¢-$1.50)......... vs 7 1,150 9.050 
having stepped out of the picture again by disposing of his holdings in! Glenn Mites... kas, Pennsylvania (500; 75¢-$1.50) Ree 8 1'525 14239 ‘ 





Byrne. Says he intends retaining it. Auld’s band broke up several weeks 
ago in Florida. | 

Byrne's group is sold almost solid between now and next August. Goes | 
into two and a half weeks of Brandt theatre circuit in New York, opening 
March 14 at Flatbush. Follows with two weeks at Aragon Ballroom, 
Cleveland, and a short stretch at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., before 
opening May 15 at Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., for the | 
summer, 





Peck Kelly still pecks away on his piano at the Southern dinner club, 
Houston, just as unperturbed and modest as if Walter Davenport hadn't 
told the world through his story in Collier’s three weeks ago, that Peck 
had built a better mouse trap and most of the big shot orchestra leaders 
have already beat a path to his door, trying to sign him up at most any 
price. While they cry and plead and wail he only sadly explains, ‘I ain't 
good enough, I got to practice lots yet.’ 





Heavy exploitation for the first Raymond Scott recordings includes a deal 
with almost 100 Loew ‘theatres throughout New York and surrounding 
territory to play ‘Huckleberry Duck’ on the house sound system before 
getting underway in the morning and as exit music after the last show at 
night. 





‘Over the Rainbow,’ the tune from the ‘Wizard of Oz’ which finally 
captured the Academy Oscar for best song of the year, was not even men- 
tioned in the list of candidates for the statuette in the field. It was written 
by E. Y. Harburg and Harold Arlen. 





When Radio City Music Hall staged its Victor Herbert ‘album’ presenta- 








Night Club Reviews 
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CAFE LOUNGE, N. Y. 


(SAVOY-PLAZA HOTEL) 
Hildegarde, Bob Grant's Orch (6). 


To a $2.50 and $3.50 minimum 
check (latter on Saturdays), the 
highest tariff for a single attraction 
in any metropolitan New York spot, 
Hildegarde is doing a terrific busi- 
ness at this class nitery. The photo- 
genic chanteuse has come along in 
the past two seasons as a No. I 
femme draw in the cafes, unusual in 
a field where attractions can be 
counted on one hand. Cafe entre- 
preneurs usually say Harry Richman 
is a sock cafe personality, and then 
have to stop and think of the 
DeMarcos, Veloz and Yolanda and a 
couple of others. | 

Retailing a verve and charm that’s | 
distinctive, Hildegarde, who is from | 














tion, in memory of the composer, usage of the six numbers constituted a 
‘grand’ right and cost the Hall $250 per number, for the week, as a roy- 
alty in order to produce the songs. 





Mrs. Betty Stasny, of Stasny Music Co.; stated last week that the dicker- 


the previous issue which told of the deal having gone cold. 





SCALZI’S OPERATION 


Eddie Scalzi, tenor sax tooter for 
Bob Chester, was successfully op- 
erated on for removal of his appen- 
dix last week in Boston. Chester is 
playing at the Raymor Ballroom. 

Operation and loss of Scalzi threw 
the band out of kilter the day be- 
fore an audition for an important 
hotel spot. 


Coy Poe Sues Tomlin 


Tulsa, Okla, March 5. 

Coy Poe, long his agent, entered 
suit here last week against band 
leader Pinky Tomlin seeking pay- 
ment of $5,000 for alleged services 
during the past two years. 

Poe tied up songsmith Tomlin’s 
ear and boxoffice receipts until set- 
tlement is reached. 





| Milwaukee 


and has never been 
|nearer to Austria than London and 
| Paris, where she has worked, is re- 
garded as a Viennese songstress be- 
cause of her penchant for 


it is always commercial. 

But she mixes the Continental 
repertoire. expertly with contempo- 
raneous pops such as the ‘Tinkle 
Song,’ ‘All in Favor Say Aye,’ ‘All 
the Things You Are,’ along with 
Chevalier and Noel Coward numbers, 
plus the new Hermann Leopoldi 
song, ‘Little Cafe,’ Irving Caesar’s 
Roumanian novelty, etc. 

Her premiere here delayed a week 
because of laryngitis, which caused 
prestidigitator Russell Swann to hold 
over another stanza (he’s since 
opened at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
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The “STANDOUT” Hit on Radio and Best Selling Lists 


THE STARLIT HOUR 


lyric by Mitchell Parish Music by Peter De Rose 








HERE'S THE GREAT “CHEER-UP” TUNE 
— THAT'S SWEEPING THE COUNTRY! 


THE WOODPECKER SONG 


(REGINELLA CAMPAGNOLA) 


English Lyric by Harold Adamson 
Italian Lyric by C. Bruno -Di Lazzaro 


Music by Eldo Di Lazzaro 
= 


THE NATION’S BIGGEST NOVELTY HIT 
ON RADIO— MUSIC MACHINES— RECORDS 


N. Y.), she was in fine voice Satur- 
day night when caught. Her 
arranger-pianist Leo Kahn shifts to 
|and from the bandstand to the Stein- 
|way, alternating with Miss Hilde- 
| garde who accompanies herself 50% 
|of the time. When she does, she 
| utilizes twin baby spots, at either 
| side of the music box, to highlight 
|her very attractive profile. - 

Bob Grant’s sextet, with the 
|maestro violining throughout, is a| 
|snappy ‘society’ combination that | 
‘gets ’em out on the floor soon and| 
| often. 





His single muted brass, one | 


Grant is a vet in the business, and 
for some seasons just past was at the 
Clover Club, Hollywood, although 
originally from the smarter New 
York hotels and restaurants. Abel. 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 


Diosa Costello, Florence & Alvarez, 
| Aida Alvarez, Sergio de Karlo, Elia 
' & Elio, Jose Morand’s orch (10). 











If the gals at Izzy Herk’s Gaiety or 
any of the Minsky mosques for the 
moochers did 50% of the amount of 
Diosa Costello’s cooching the cops 
would get annoyed. Done to a 
voodoo tom-tom rhythm, bongoed by 
an Afro-Cuban conga kid, and in a 
Latin aura, it’s big boxoffice, all the 
‘smart’ people having catapulted 


way name. 


the pep for her rhumba rhythms, 
wnat with her work in ‘Too Many 
Girls’ all through the week and the 
two nitery frolics thereafter. How- 
ever, there’s no disputing the b.o. 
lure of her peripatetic chassis, which 
she bumps and grinds into the ring- 
siders’ laps. A. generally good- 
humored, al fresco manner of care- 
less abandon accounts for the gen- 
eral inoffensiveness. Furthermore, 
the paprika Puerto Rican has made 
her conga cooch a bit of an art. 
Club La Conga, managed by Mario. 








ROBBINS MUSKEC CORPORATION 
799 Seventh Ave. « New York 


MURRAY BAKER, Gen.Prof Mgr. 


LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. 





vet cafe man, and maitred by Fred 
Chiaventone, is a signal click on its 
topical attuning. with the current 
Latin trend. A high-grade standard 
further has accounted for this being 
one of the few Broadway spots to 
lure the fashionable eastsiders. 





The combo of Miss Castella and. 


| strumming his guitar and giving out 


| facile 
the | dansapation, with emphasis on the 
| gemuehtlich chansons of yesteryear.| conga, of course. 
ing by Joe (Banjo) Santley for the purchase of the Stasny catalog was all|In these days of shifting maps and| setup of 10. succeeding Carlos Mo- 
news to her and that the first she knew of such interest was the story in | allegiances, she is wise in pointing| lina. who booked into the Colony 
up the nostalgic flavor and, as such, | Club, Chicago, 


reed and four rhythm make for | 
plenty of compeling dansapation. | 


Miss Costello into a bit of a Broad- 
| 


One wonders where La Diosa gets 


Desi Arnaz started it. Both are co- 
featured in the George Abbott mu- 
sical, ‘Too Many Girls,’ but Arnaz is 
vacationing from the nitery for sev- 
eral weeks, although still in the 
legiter. Florence and_ Alvarez, 
standard ballroom team, and an as- 
sortment of specialists roypnd out a 
strong floor divertissement. 

Florence-Alvarez team are among 
the better ballroomologists. She's a 
photogenic looker; he properly sleek 
and Latin, but inclined to ponerse 
too openly and freely. His shoulder 
whirls and rather’ extraordinary 
holds are laborious indeed, however. 
Their bolero opener and that fast 
dance finale are unique. 

Aida Alvarez, no relation, is a 
dance specialist; Elia and Elio do 
‘shoeing the mare’ and_ kindred 
rhumba terps in standard style, and 
Sergio de Karlo, shifted over from 
the Versailles, m.c.s in between 


with romantic South American bal- 

lads. He’s a good cafe personality. 
New Jose Morand band is equally 

for the Latin and standard 


He has a standard 


Abel. 


‘DELMONICO’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 1. 
| Sandy Johnson’s ‘Ice Frolics’ with 


| 
| 





} 
| 


| 


one of the Frolicettes dress i 
bull costume, with ‘come by : 
toreador, is mildly entertaining, but 
too drawn out. 


Lee Bartell brings the first real 
applause with her neat warbling, 


cold. An act with Larry Tobin and 


Serge Flash likewise scores with his ‘ 
well-known balancing routine, His 7 
finale, in which he stands atop a " 
basketball on a high platform, Bale a 
ances a ball on the back of his neck T 
and juggles three spheres while ol 
playing ‘Yankee Doodle’ on a har- 0 
monica is a show-stopper. A 

Pat Chandler, who emcees, should A 
eliminate the repeated insistence that al 
the customers do some heavy hand- ir 
work after each act. Chandler's own 
turn consists of impersonations, the 7 
usual takeoffs on President Roose- li 
velt, Ned Sparks, George Givot, Ed- tt 
die Cantor, et al., and fairly enter- ir 
taining. 

Carl and Harriet, sepian hoofers, ™ 
put some zip into the waning mo- Ww 
ments of the show. At this catching fe 
they were handicapped by the slip- m 
pery floor, which was still coated s} 
with the synthetic ice when they 
went on. ’ 

Lois Lee, a plump little looker . 
with okay pipes, warbles with the 
band. Kellem’s orch, composed of \ 
excellent musicians, was _handi- G 
capped Friday night (1) by the ab- v 


sence of their leader. Pianist filled 


in as baton-waver. 
Biz as midnight show good. Shal. S 
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By Burke 


You can’t hold back—you’re a jumpin’ jack—when you hear 


BING CROSBY'S 


New Novelty Sensation from his forthcoming picture 
“Road to Singapore”... Now Ready! 


““SWEET POTATO PIPER” 


and Monaco 





Standard—and 


a current hit! 


‘TO YOU, SWEETHEART, ALOHA” 


By Harry Owens (writer of “Sweet Leilani’) 


— 





Saxie Dowell’s successor tr 


A Dynamite Novelty! 


*“PLAYMATES”’ 


“Fishies” 








SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, INC. 


1618 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


Charlyss, Larry Tobin, ‘Sparky, | = _ b 
Frolicettes (3); Lois Lee, Lee Bartell, 
| Serge Flash, Pat Chandler, Carl and . 
| Harriet, Milton Kellem’s Orch (8). E 
ti 
Harvey Lockman’s attempt to in- £ 
| troduce an ice show as an innovation gi 
| in Philly nite life is proving a Grade h 
| A fizzle. In the first place the Del- Cc 
monico floor is much too small to do 
justice to a skating artist. Secondly, by 
| the synthetic ice (a chemical sprin- h 
|kled over the floor) appears to be e 
| too slow for adequate skating. The T 
| balance of the bill (sans ice) is ade- 
| quate to make up for the lack of en- W 
| tertainment in the skating troupe. M 
Show opens with the Frolicettes ir 
trying unsuccessfully to do a rhyth- | 
mic skating number. As soon as they 
set started they reach the end of the! MONEY-MAKING FACTS 
floor and have to make a quick stop. | FOR EVERY SHOWMAN 
It’s a complete bust. ided 
a g Where a Sound System is not provided, 
Charlyss, a cute little trick. is the |} WARDS is a lifesaver! Carry in. trunk. 
one bright spot in the Frolics. A|{ up in a jiffy, New Catalog shows how ea ¢ 
polished skater, she does a combina- | {0,, Stlett,, correct ampliner. miki sie nay lj 
| tion glide and acrobatic turn that’s Trial. pg to Ae wey Guarantee. Time Pay: a 
/a click. It would be surefire in a ments. Send for Catalog NOW! Ww 
| regulation size rink. | Mail this Ad with Name to 0! 
|. ‘Sparky’ tries hard in a comic bit, MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
but his flipflops leave the audience | Dept. BA-35, Chicago, I. W 
eel 
Ps] 
A Brand New Beautiful Ballad—Growing Bigger Each Day! : 
66 +B] M 
THE SINGING HILLS . 
— L 
bi 
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 § Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending March 1, 1940) 





In an Old Dutch Garden..... Pee ee nee paeeieee Harms 

Indian Summer ........- pt eteeees ANGELA Son eee cece Witmark 
*At the Balalaika SEMICON Po n.56'5 50.5 40% see eer sisveca Feist 

Careless ...+-++++> Coeedewecrcone eee eee ee ee nee ees -»+ Berlin 
*when You Wish Upon a Star (‘Pinocchio’) ....... .-. Berlin 
¢Darn That Dream (‘Swingin’ the Dream’)...... seeee BVC 

To You Sweetheart Aloha.............. seveeeeeeseee Santly 


*It’s a Blue World (‘Music in My Heart’) ............. ABC 
¢Do I Love You? (‘DuBarry Was a Lady’)............ Chappell 


*Faithful Forever (‘Gulliver’s Travels’) .........+.. .. Famous 
Gaucho Serenade ......... reese eeenens reseeeeeesee es Remick 
*Little Red Fox (‘That's Right, You're Wrong’) ....... Feist 

In the Mood ...eeeee cere cece Sos bedese cess oocce cc SODITO 
Confucius Say oee-+- sss sees eee eeeeeeeeesseveecoes -- Olman 
Isle Of May ...sseeesseeeeee PUTT TTT TTT TTeeT TTT ire ... Famous 


*Filmusical, tStage Musical. 


ASCAP Slaps Back in Wisconsin 


New Suits Filed Following Victory Against Tavern 
Man With Factory Job on Side 


+ 














Milwaukee, March 5. See Page 2 and 3 

Within two days Robert A. Hess, 
generalissimo of the ASCAP forces, 
started six separate actions, not only 
in the city itself, but in the suburbs 
and far out into the state as well. 
Target in one foray is Wiley Young, 
one of the officers of the recently 
organized Tavern Music Protective 


impertant personality stories, 
Association. He’s proprietor of the 
Allis House in West Allis and is 


ted ote mec te DOGGEREL IS 
NOT COVERED 
BY LAW? 





Additional news of interest to, 
er bearing upon, music will be 
found on pages twe and three. 

This applies in particular to 











without the formality of paying aj 
licensing fee. Fight is expected on| 
this case as TMPA forces are rally- 
ing to the defense of their leader. 
Joe Molitor is another one of the| 
more prominent defendants against | 
whom an attack has been directed, | 
spots that are objectives in the new | 

campaign include Ted’s Tavern and Los Angeles, March 5. 
the Pop Eye Inn here in Milwaukee, | Federal Judge Harry A. Hollzer 
the Maple Heights Tavern in the 4,3. tossed out the $100,000 suit which 
town of Brookfield, and Evergreen Austin Corcoran, Montana cowboy, 
Gardens, a dance hall in the city of }34 brought against RCA Victor for 
Wausau. , ‘recording his doggerel, ‘Plain Bull’ 
ASCAP came off victor in the pub- and not paying him any royalties on 


for the use of M. Witmark & Sons | 

music in his High Life tavern. Other | 

licized case against the Cardinal Club! ; 1 fat tee wee 
in West Allis where the furnishings | it, The court ruled that t 


OOOO DAAAAAAAAD 4 


Band Bookings 


S i ie ie ee en i Ee 


Buddy Rogers, March 31-April 1-2, 
Saginaw, Michigan; 3-6, Jackson, 
Mich.; 7-9, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Eddy Duchin, March 23, Provi- 
dence, R. I.; 29, State theatre, Hart- 
ford. 


Shep Fields, March 9, Morgans- 
town, Pa.; 12-14, Erie theatre, Erie, 
Pa.; 25, Capitol theatre, Scranton. 

Horace Heidt, April 19, Capitol 
theatre, Washington, D. C. 


Jack Teagarden, March 14, Roxy 
theatre, Atlanta, Ga. 


Woody Herman, March 10, Gray- 
stone B., Detroit; 23, Book-Cadillac 
hotel, Detroit; 24, Trianon B., Toledo; 
April 5, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Jimmie McPartland, four weeks of 
weekends beginning March 9-11, Sat- 
urday and Monday, Sherman hotel, 
Chicago. 

Barney Rapp, March 23, U. of In- 
diana, Bloomington, Ind. 

Harold Shaw, March 30, St. Agnes 
B., Chicago. 

Joe Venuti, March 16, Kansas State 
C.; April 4-6, Coliseum, Sioux Falls. 

Tommy Tucker, March 14-16, Cap- 
itol theatre, Scranton. 

Jimmy Dorsey, March 13, VU. of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa. 

Jan Savitt, May 3, Loyalo C., Bal- 
timore; 24, Purdue U., Lafayette, In- 
diana; June 17, Tufts College, Med- 
ford, Mass. 


Biltmore Boys, April 17, four 


weeks, Washington hotel, Indian- 
apolis. 

Glen Garr, March 26, Armory, 
Crisfield, “Maryland; 28, Cotillion 


Club, Spartenburg, S. C.; 30, North 
Carolina State College, Raleigh; 
April 5, Armory, Binghamton, N. Y. 

Gray Gordon, March 16, Stam- 
baugh Aud, Youngstown, Ohio; 17, 
Ceramic theatre, East Liverpool, 
Ohio; 18, Mischler theatre, Altoona, 
Pa.; 19, Grand theatre, Huntington, 
| Pa.; 20, Orpheum theatre, Connells- 
ville, Pa.; 25, Lakeside Park, Barnes- 
ville, Pa. 

Earle Hines, April 
Town B., St. Louis. 

Little Jack Little, March 25, Mod- 


2-4-7, Tune 





were seized by United States mar- | 
shals to satisfy a $500 judgment ob- | 
tained in the federal courts. Harold 
Hall, the proprietor, instituted an ac- | 
tion to recover the belongings on the | 
ground that they were already mort- 
gaged, buf the court nixed him, Hall 
had a daytime job with the Allis- | 
Chalmers Co., machinery manufac- 
turers, and when ASCAP garnisheed 
his salary he fought the action, but 
again he was nixed by the court. 
This week he settled up. 

Settlement also was effected this 
week in the ASCAP case against the | 
Miami Club, one of the bigger spots | 
in the downtown Little Italy sector. 





Sing Song Music Files 


: Albany, March 5. 
Sing Song Music Corp. has been 


' chartered to conduct a music pub- 


lishing business in New York. The 
authorized capital stock is $20,000, | 
with each share having a par value 
of $100. 

Philip A. Freidman, of New York, 
was the filing attorney. 





od Teny Pastor band is scheduled for 


the Paramount theatre, New York, 
either the first or second week in | 
May, and follows with a 10-week | 
stretch at the Famous Door, N. Y. | 
Latter opening is not definitely set, 
but it'll be close after the Par. 


YESTERDAY'S HIT I 
TODAY'S REQUEST f 


PRETTY 
BABY 














Recorded by Sammy Kaye and 
His Orchestra on Victor 26464 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
RCA BUILDING 
NEW YORK 





| 


' 


| Up.’ 


'nothing in the law which made i 


mandatory for a recorder to obtain | 
a license on non-dramatic and non- | 
musical material or to pay for its | 
use, 

Victor, in defending the case, | 
pointed out that Congress in amend- | 
ing the copyright law in 1909 did not 


'extend the protection of mechanical 


rights to anything but musical works. 


Return of 1926 Royalty 
Involved in Publisher's 





Suit vs. Geo. Marion, Jr. 


Attachment which Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co. had obtained on George 
Marion, Jr.’s royalties from ‘Too 


' Many Girls,’ currently at the Im- 


perial theatre, N. Y., was upheld last 


week by Justice Rocco Parella in 
N. Y. city court. The judge ruled | 
that Marion had been properly | 


served with the papers in the case. 
The attachment stems from a sult 
which the publisher brought last 


| year to recover an advance paid for , 


the rights to a musical show in 1926. 
Marion wrote the book for ‘Girls.’ 

The show involved was never pro- 
duced. It had been titled “Thumbs 
Rufus LeMaire was to be the 
producer. Marion authored the book 
and tunes were written by Jean 
Schwartz and the late Harold At- 
teridge. The publisher paid the 
foursome an advance of $3,000 and 
obtained from them a joint warranty 
that the money would be returned | 
within six months, 

When Shapiro- Bernstein heard 
that Marion had come into New 
York from Hollywood last fall it dug 
the warranty out of the safe and 
filed suit against the writer, charging 
him with breach of contract. On 
Feb. 8 the firm got a summary judg- 
ment amounting to $5,366 against 
him and then served an attachmen: 
on the Imperial boxoffice. 

Marion proposes to appeal th< 
case. 





William Lava completed scoring 
on the RKO picture, ‘Courageous Dr. | 
Christian.’ 








Hall Johnson choir signed for the 
Republic picture, ‘In Old Missouri.’ | 


; ernistic B, Clinton, Iowa; 26, Para- 
| mount theatre, Anderson, Indiana. 

Andy Kirk, April 5, Howard the- 
atre, Washington, D. C. 





| 


| Doris Rhodes on 52nd St. 


Doris Rhodes goes into the Famous 
Door, N. Y., April 15. The engage- 
ment is for two weeks with options 
for a second pair. 

Connie Boswell will follow Miss 
Rhodes whose also slated to do a re- 
| peat on the Tommy Riggs-Quaker 
| Oats stanza March 25. 
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Music Publishers Frown Upon Spread 
Of ‘Hit Parade Idea Via Platters 








British Best Sellers 





(Week Ending Feb. 17) 


‘Scatterbrain’ .......Francis Day 
18 Cent. Drawing’...Cinephonic 
‘Somewhere France’..... Maurice 


ll Pray For You’.........Gay 


‘Goodnight Children’, ,...Norris 
‘Lovely Day’........... Chappell 
‘I Shall Be Waiting’....... Dash 


‘Bella Bambina’..........Wright 
‘Goodbye Sally’,.,..Francis Day 
Tll Remember’,.......Campbell 


SHEET SALES UP 
AS PIRATES 
LAM 


Tommy Hughes, distribution man- 
ager for Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
related Monday (4) the radical 
change he had found in the bootleg 
songsheet situation while visiting 
Philadelphia last week. Whereas in 
the past the newsstands were 
stacked with all sorts of contraband 
songsheets, this time, Hughes said, 
there wasn’t a single such publica- 
tion available on any of the news- 
stands along the main downtown 
thoroughfares. Music dealers told 
him that they had already begun to 
feel the affects of the suppression of 
the songsheet racket in their city. 
Average sales on current tunes were 
up. 

The drive on bootlegs sheets in 
Philadelphia was carried out along 
systematic lines several weeks ago. 
Every news and magazine stand 
owner in the city first received a let- 
ter of warning from the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association. 
Philadelphia newsdealers union CO- | 
operated by likewise warning 
members. After the two-weeks lee- 
way allowed in the notice had ex- 
pired, the MPPA’s staff of investiga- 
tors made the round of the town’s 
stands and found that they were able 
to buy contraband sheets in but six 
places. The operators of these six 
stands were arrested and fined. 











| 


' cast. 





Lucky Strike’s plan to use the 
routine of its ‘Hit Parade’ program 
(CBS) in a transcribed spot cam- 
paign may meet with considerable 
opposition from music publishers. 
Latter feel that it’s bad enough for 
Lucky to rate the popularity stand- 
ings of their product on a weekly 
program without having to aggra- 
vate the situation by repeating these 
ratings three times a day six days a 
week. The music men are talking 
about lodging a protest with the 
American Tobacco Co. through their 
trade organization, the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association. 

‘Hit Parade’s’ practice of rating 
what it terms the 10 most popular 
songs of the week has been a sore 
point with publishers for years. 
What the publishers object to is not 
the affect that this publicity has on 
the prospective sheet-buying public 
but rather the influence that the 
broadcast ratings exercises on the 
music retailers. It has been found 
that a goodly percentage of the re- 
iailers react to the lowered rating of 
a number on the ‘Parade’ by return- 
ing to the jobber most of the copies 
of that number which they might 
have on hand. 

The pubs contend that the ‘Hit 
Parade’ is not a true barometer of 
how current tunes are faring from 
the angle of sheet sales and that 
often when, in fact, a number’s sales 
are decidedly on the upbeat the rat- 
ing alloted it on the cig show gives 
the retailer the impression that that 
same number is on the way out. 
The ‘Parade,’ argue the publishers, 
may help George Washington Hill 
sell his cigarets but the underlying 
idea of the program has done more 
damage than good for the musie 
business. 

Lucky Strike’s transcription cam- 
paign calls for the use of excerpts 


| from the weekly ‘Hit Parade’ broad- 


Each disc would run for two 
minute and a half and contain one 
number from the Saturday night 
routine with mention yiven as to its 
popularity rating. These excerpts 
would include numbeis by Bonnie 


The | Baker with Orrin Tucker’s orchestra. ° 


It is proposed to test out the dise 


its | series on at least six New York out- 





lets, 


namely, WEAF, WJZ, WABC, 
WOR, WMCA and WNEW. The two- 
| and-a-half minute angle is new to 
| the trade. Broadcasters say that it 
| will be an awkward thing to handle 
on the hour, as required by the 
;agency on the account, Lord & 
Thomas. 
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“OH JOHNNY” 


Almost every ace commercial sponsor, singer, 
orchestra leader, organist, and innumerable 
vaudeville acts have been featuring “JOHNNY.” 


some time to come. 


K. eeya it on your programs. 


2 Lyman 
NAUGHTY" 
(Bluebird) 





| Orrin Tucher 
BONNIE BAKER | 


“OH JOHNNY” 
( Columbia) 








is still the 


3000 school bands are just getting under way with it, 


meaning that the young folk will want to hear 
“JOHNNY'—sing, whistle, and dance to it for 
Don't disappoint them! 


Several hundred thousand Coin Machines now playing the 


WORLD'S TWIN WALTZES 


“SMISSOURP’? na ““NAUGHTY’’ 


From Sensational Records by America’s Ace Recording Artists! 


Why not include “Missouri” and “Naughty” in your eit programs? 
Both numbers arranged in modern dence tempo. 







FORSTER MUSIC PUBLISHER 
216 SQUTH WABASH AVE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


NEW 
1658 





YORK OFFICE 





I 'Missouay’ 


eee eeee (Cocalion 







Nation’s 
No. 1 song sensation 
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BEN CUTLER ORCHESTRA (13) 
With Sally Jo Nelson 
Flatbush theatre, N. Y. 

Cutler’s band isn’t labeled for the- 
atrical heights but it gives a fairly 
good account of itself here as back- 
ing for the accompanying turns on 
the bill, and alone. Originally a 
seven or eight-piece combo while at 
the Rainbow Grill, N. Y., it was en- 
larged to replace Al Donahue in the 
Rainbow Room next door, Currently 
comprises four sax, two violins, three 
brass and three rhythm. 

Band's best number on this catch- 
ing was ‘Begin Beguine,’ done in a 
showmanly manner with phosphor- 
escent maracas handled by Cuiler, 
accenting the beguine rhythm. 
Shows up the smooth color added to 
the band by the two violins. How- 
ever, the group is not aimed at swing 
and shouldn’t attempt to. spotlight 
various men as is done in ‘Chero- 
kee.” Arrangement of it is sound 
enough without pointing out solos 
that are inadequate. Too, Cutler is 
essentially a singer and his breaks 
on trombone and sax proved little. 
Pulling out seven men for a violin 
section down front on the same tune 
was different. It was a nice piece 
of work and made a neat appear- 
ance. 

Cutler has an easy and likeable 
stage presence for such work and 
his singing is smoothly offered. 
Started things going with ‘Moon of 
the Summer Night.’ Sally Jo Nelson, 
band’s vocalist, was on and off early. 
She’s not a popular voiced singer 
and doesn’t seem to fit with a band. 
Voice leans toward the operatic type. 
Does ‘Careless’ not too well, though 
the Flatbush has a murderous p.a. 
system, and then duos the tune with 
Cutler. Wood 


BEN BERNIE ORCHESTRA (14) 

Featuring Bailey Sis (2), Donald 
Saxon 

Hotel Taft, N. Y. 


The next four months should be 





Minneapolis Radisson hotel. 
phis is the second stand. , 
Outtit is still a little rough musi- 
cally, but has a lot on the ball from 
the average customer's standpoint. 
Prager continues his most popular 
Bernie specialties like ‘The King’s 
’‘Osses,’ ‘H’ya Duchess’ and ‘The Duke 
Is on a Bat Again,’ plus a goodly 
number of the current pop tunes. 
Also teams with Bonney on occa- 
sional novelties like ‘Confucius Say.’ 
Gal does wide range of stuff from 
‘Wubba Dolly’ up. 

Skeets Morris likewise offers a 
fine voice on the ballads. Swinging 
Gates quartet are in for the comedy 
harmonies. Outfit has extensive 
repertoire, but a lot of it is standard 
as carried over from ante-Prager 
days. Time and daily rehearsals is 
taking care of that. Crew is perfect 
for the Claridge, where the folks 
like a lot of activity on the band- 
stand, Prager gives ’em a little of 
everything. Mart 


GUS ARNHEIM ORCHESTRA (14) 
With Ruth Lloyd 
Muehlebach Grill, Kansas City 

This engagement marks a repeat 
for the leader in this spot but most 
of the personnel has been changed 
since last date. Band of 12 with 
leader and gal vocalist is pencilled 
for two weeks. 

Arnheim is sticking to dance tem- 
pos throughout, aiming at the 
trons’ toes, with little attention to 
novelty songs and the other off- 
shoots. Well fortified with a set-up 
of five saxes, four brass and three 
rhythm. Pianist doubles on the 
celeste, making this only band re- 
cently to hit town with such an ar- 
rangement. Saxes all double on 
clarinets allowing band to use both 
families completely. 

Voeal work is divided among 
Ruth Lloyd, Andy Russell and Phil 
Washburn, Girl offers both ballads 
and tempoed tunes. She’s out of San 
Antonio where she was formerly en- 
gaged in radio. Fills the bill on 
looks, singing leans to the sweet. 


Mem- | 


healthy for both the Taft hotel on} Russell baritones ballads and sweet 
Broadway and the old maestro. He’s|stuff with Washburn stepping out for 
a cinch to boost the gross and that| the jive. When Washburn leaves his 
easy schedule should force him to|drums for the mike, Russell moves 





some early retiring hours, more or | over from trombone to the tympani. 
less in conformity, incidentally, with | _ Though sticking to dance tunes en- 
medico’s orders following Bernie's) tirely, leader is offering a variety of 
recent appendectomy. At that, it| fox trots, rhumbas, waltzes and rings 
must be like getting up in the mid- | in assortment of fast ones. He is 
dle of the night for him to play a| carrying no arrangers with the band. 
luncheon dansant daily, but after the | Quin. 
— — = — is weer, | —_——_—- 
as the Taft’s gri as long thrived | py . 
on a bullish midday and dinner biz; | a 
no suppers. | Lincoln, Neb. 

Apart from the scheduling, most| Forte of Rudy Bundy’s gang is 
significant is Bernie’s new band style| showmanship, hitched to music 


Chuck Peterson, trumpet, over to 
Tony Pastor. He was in the broken 
up Georgie Auld band. 

Johnny McGee's new theme tune 
is to be called ‘Just for Awhile’ and 
was written by Sammy Cahn and 
Saul Chaplin. 





Bob Bunch shifts from the Russ 
Morgan sax section to the new Hy 
Jason band. 

Dick Stabile jumps from the Essex 
House, N. Y., to the Syracuse hotel, 
Syracuse, N. Y., March 23, replacing 
Glen Garr. Tommy Tucker may re- 
place Stabile at the Essex House. 





Gene Krupa, now at the Fiesta 
Danceteria, N. Y. goes back to 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
May 21 or 28, and starts a stand at 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y., either 
April 17 or 24. 

Happy Felton goes into Benny the 
Bum’s, Philadelphia, tomorrow (7). 








Bob Chester does another one- 
nighter at the Famous Door, N. Y., 
May 18. Red Nichols opens a stand 
at the Door April 2. 





Art Mooney replaces Larry Fotin 
at Benjamin Franklin hotel, Phila- 
delphia, today (6), Terry Shand re- 
placing Mooney at New Kenmore 
hotel, Albany, N. Y. 





Guy Lombardo closes Ambassador 
hotel, L. A., March 18, “then theatre 
tours east. 





Dick Haymes, ex-bandleader, re- 
places Fran Hines as vocalist with 
the Harry James band. 





er hotel, N.Y., Easter Sunday (24). 
Howard Becker into the Henry 
Grady Hotel Spanish Room at At- 
lanta. Virginia Manch girls held 
over for two more weeks. (Alice 
May, Peggy Presson, Mary June and 
Anne Grace). The Adorables, eight 
dancing girls, come in March 9. 





Ranny Weeks into Hotel Adolphus’ 
Century Room, Dallas, succeeding 
Herbie Holmes. 








—which is the basic whyfore of this) grooved for commercial consump- 
special ‘notice.’ Conformity with the| tion. A hodge-podge of swing and 
new trend towards smooth andj sweet arrangements, the sweet most 
soft dansapation. His stuff is) prevalent, but with rhythm upper- 
now moderately heated, with em-| most at all times, leader delivers 
phasis on subdued style, which is} dancer satisfaction. 

wise for two reasons, One, the low-| Averaging one trick number in 
ceilinged grillroom makes it neces- every three sets, most of them in 
sary, and two the customers have | strict comedy vein. Bundy makes the 


long since expressed themselves fed 


up with cacaphonous rhythmpation. | 


Basically, Bernie is the same 
suave conferencier as he gags the 
titles and introductories, giving them 
verve and color, cuts up personally 
on the podium, and with showman- 
ship paces his lads and lassies. The 
Bailey Sisters (2) are in the modern 


|rest periods amusing to the band- 
stand chinners, Bundy has been in 
the business for 14 years, and was 
‘with George Olsen, Benny Meroff, 
and others before striking out on his 
,own. His specialty is a_ sizzling 
clarinet, which he uses plenty, hav- 
|ing been written into nearly all the 
| arrangements the. orchestra library 








idiom for the vocals; Donald Saxon | carries. 
is the s.a. barytone soloist. | Roster of the band allocates Herb 
For the Taft the Bernie booking; Bass, Chester Bundy, and Mickey 
spells bigtime. For Bernie it’s an | Butler, to -he brasses; Dick Bixby, 
anchorage for his band, having the| Piano; Joe Wayand, drums; Russ 
late Sunday afternoon Half-and Half|Goltry, bass; and Paul Helvey, gui- 
radio commercial in mind. Further-| tar, for rhythm; with saxes blown 
more, from 9:30 or 10 p.m., the Taft! by Junie .*2rrell, Walter Tracy, and 
grill can permit Bernie to scram out Sam Simon. Helvey is the orches- 
for club dates and the like. NBC tra’s utility man. spanking the vibes 
meantime has allotted him a 1-1:15/ fingering the electric guitar, and pen- 
p.m. coast-to-coast hookup five times , ning all the arrangements. 
weekly, Monday through Friday, Dick Bixby, surrendering 
which should make the maestro a temporarily, works with solo vocalist 
songplugger’s delight. Sammy Runyon, when comedy pat- 
On the occasion of the Taft preem | ‘tet is desired at the mike. If trio 
Monday (4). Bernie and the man-_ 'S called, Bundy, Runyon and Helvey 
agement pulled a man-bites-dog by make it. Obviously, some of the ma- 
hosting an open-house (with only terial is worked up for the one-night 
pink champagne the limit) to the Stands, where toby wigs, etc., fare 
music publishers and a general the- °Kay. It parallels the prevalence of 
atrical invitation party. It pulled a | SWing numbers in direct proportion. 
host of show biz bluebook names,|!" the hotel and club stops, trend 
undoubtedly giving the Taft a visit- | '!S directed to the sweeter music and 
ing list it never before enjoyed. |more suave stunts. Musically, the 
Abel. |Orchestra gets a striking belltoned 
| effect with four clarinets, but doesn’t 
COL. MANNY PRAGER AND His °V": Art. 
CAVALIERS (14) 
With Skeets Morris, Betty Bonney 
Hotel Claridge, Memphis 
Col. Manny Prager, diminutive 1 incoin, Neb. 
fugitive from a decade as Ben Ber-' Little Joe Hart, alumnus of Law- 
nie’s featured entertainer, is fronting rence Welk’s orchestra, is making 
his own band in the Twentieth Cen- | the ar igs = on a oo 
: aggregation. ays it on_ thickest 
tury Room at the Memphis Claridge. With ‘saxophones, four of them, as 
Singer gives a good account of him- compared to three men apiece set 
self as a maestro and presents an or- out for rhythm and brass. In addi- 
ganization that should go places on tion to leader himself, who does yeo- 
its own. F _man wark on the p.a. system, his 
Orchestra itself was formerly | trumpeter, Russ Bodine, flips a vo- 
known as the Auburn Cavaliers. All;cal_ now and then. Clyde Ansler, 
the lads are from Auburn in Alabama Ordinarily saxophonist, limbers up 
and played as a touring unit with! for solos on a harmonica. 
Gene Austin’s tent show last year| Aside from a tendency to lend too 
under baton of Skeets Morris. Pra-| much blow-muscle on the noisier in- 
ger took over two months ago, added | struments, the Hart men have it 
brunet Betty Bonney for the femi-|easy with dancers. Flash material, 
nine vocals, brought in a new ar- both individual and grouped, is all 
ranger, and did six weeks at the, vight. Art. 


hoe ye JOE HART ORCHESTRA 


| Turnpike Casino 


piano | 


Will Osborne moved into the Casa 
|Manana, Los Angeles, succeeding 
Skinnay Ennis. 





Men of Note, instrumental singing 
four, broadcasting over WOKO from 
| Palm Lounge of Ten Eyck hotel, Al- 
| bany. 





Johnny Green plays a St. Patrick 
eve affair at the Armory, Schenec- 
tady, March 16. 

Howard Woods changed his tag 
from ‘Celestial Music’ to ‘Musical 
Echoes,’ and shifted his style to con- 
form with the latter label. 








Buddy Christian took the drummer | 
chair with the new Charley Spivack 
band. 


| 


Buddy Rich caims he’s on notice | 
with the Tommy Dorsey outfit at! 
| Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 





Helen Southern is the name of the 
new Larry Clinton vocalist. Clinton 
replaces Woody Herman at Sherman 
Hotel, Chicago, Friday (9). | 

Ford Leary cut first four sides! 
with a band of his own last week. 
They’re on Bluebird. Leary is an-! 
other Larry Clinton singer. | 

| 


Red Label on Decca Disks | 
Figures in Vicior’s Suit. 

RCA Mfg. Co., Inc., filed suit yes- 
terday (Tues.) in N. Y. federal court 
against Decca Records, Inc., and the 
Decca Distributing Corp. seeking an 
injunction, accounting of profits and 
damages against the defendant’s use 
of a red label to distinguish its rec- 
ords. RCA claims to have been the 
assignor from the Victor Talking 
Machine Co, of the red label which 
it has used since 1902. 

Decca infringed about three years 
ago, but promised to stop the manu- 
facture of the records. A short time 
it began 


Del Victor, singer with Gray Gor- 
don, is now Johnny Victor. 











ago again. RCA claims! 
Decca hopes to deceive the public | 
into believing its recordings are be- | 
ing manufactured by it, and thus 





taking advantage of RCA's good will. 


Gray Gordon fills in at New York- | 





Network Plugs, 8 AM. to 1 AM, 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs o 


f cur 
BC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the vott"® 


N for the week 





Monday through Sunday (Feb. 16-March 3). Total represents accum from 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 am s ulated 
denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic oon 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has sho , a 
listings. WN UD in these 
| TITLE PUBLISHER TetND 
| Leanin’ on the Ole Top Rail (3)..............e0ee. . Feist wn 
Starlit Hour (6)...¢Vanities..... ial bidet sie »sooeRobbing 8 
Sh CE Ds cnc tases cbs eenssenestseeecca -Famous 2..'""' 38 
It’s a Blue World (9)...*Music in My Heart........, sg teeeeee 4 
When You Wish Upon a Star (7)...*Pinocchio..... Bertin os 38 
I've Got My Eyes on You (8)...*B'’way Melody........Crawford ''" 8 
Darn That Dream (11)... fSwingin the Dream..... my trees 35 
— I TET mars » Remick". 3 
ih a ee iia eli ill -Berlin ,.''"°"° 2 
In an Old Dutch Garden (14)..............ccccccccees Harms ...|'""° 29 
i as ave pees hkdheaeecs oes » Witmark’ 1777" 2 
| noah a ie Said (7)...*Three After Three..... .»»Mercer .,...."° = 
ay 1 eee ee er ere eee eeee Ceoeeoeeesesteoeseevesceecs eee Se eeeses 
Make Love with a Guitar (6)............. 0... .0cc0es . a 
Wind and the Rain in Your Hair (3)................. : Paramount’... 3 
yoyo +2 ASRS abit bud Giek ébscewkbdea i n 7 7 
e Things You Are (17).,.tVery Warm for May.., betes: 
BiB. GOP, VUMMINIED, 55 0, ocscceccsccscccacces he hs 5 aa 
Do I Love You (10)...#Du Barry Was a Lady... ‘Chappell’ .""" 47 
Little Red Fox (13)...*That's Right, You're Wrong... Feit 7) 
Woodpecker Song (1).......-...0-cesssscceessee nn ‘Robbing -"""" fs 
Ma! He's Making Eyes at Me (6)................. sss 2 
ee Smee GOW TWO CO)... ios. sei csseccseccectsens — oo ot 
cr incecunicretscisccinael cae oo 
pint coe hin ines cases svesie ::Santly 070007" a 
Too Romantic (1)...*Road to Singapore.............. -Paramount .... 15 
What's the Matter With Me? (5)..............000005 .++Shapiro ....... 15 
Apple Blossoms atid Chapel Bells (3)............... »»Remick |.....° 44 
How High the Moon (3)...¢Two For the Show..... .»«Chappell ....)' 44 
Last Night’s Gardenias (3)...............00ccceeees .»Coslow ....... 44 
To You Sweetheart Aloha (10).................00005 »Santly ..00.55) 093 
ae aa aa a .» Paramount .... 12 
oy 4. REO praerrrrererr cere -»Santly ......., 12 
At the Balalaika (11)...*Balalaika.... 2.2 212222202! “eee © 
Faithful Forever (16)...*Gulliver’s Travels......... ... Famous ....... 11 
££ . 2 5 fe Perre eer erEeey aan i WR, 
Bluebirds in the Moonlight (11)...*Gulliver’s Travels.. Famous ....... 10 
Does Your Heart Beat for Me? (14)................ — “pret . 10 
I Concentrate on You (1)...*B'way Melody......... .. Crawford ..... 10 
ee ee ee ed Fie abu d bbs ¥ 644 04446800 antly ..... 10 
You Little Heartbreaker You.................0-..c008 Red Star....... 10 
FPSO OF444464464666646644 04404046 
+ 
RECORD REVIEWS 
. 
* 
$ 
i tnt tn in th ene ee 
Tommy Dorsey, ‘Too Romantic’-‘Sweet Potato Piper’ (Victor 26500) 
Two good sides. ‘Romantic’ is sock material heightened by Lorsey’s 
early trombone. Frank Sinatra’s vocal is a standout part of the side. Rest 





is well played. ‘Piper’ is a smart novelty and is well treated. Band’s new 
| quartet, the Pied Pipers, do a snappy job on the vocal backed by a band 
| chorus. Ocarena player gets an earable tone on the instrument, which 
| gives the side a different touch, It’s the best of three records using the 
| same tunes. Glenn Miller (Bluebird 10605) comes close to being on a par, 
| however. His arrangement of ‘Romantic’ is close, but ‘Piper’ puts the 
| Dorsey version out front. Johnny Messner cut both, too (Varsity 8191), 
| his being an unusually clear job on that label. They’re neat sides, using 
| Jeanne D’Arcy vocal on ‘Romantic’ and the Three Jacks on ‘Piper,’ but 
| arrangements and playing don’t reach the level of the other two platters. 
Glenn Miller, ‘Missouri Waltz’-‘Beautiful Ohio’ (Bluebird 10587) 

Class of these two sides is unmistakable. Should have a wide appeal 
among both older persons, who look upon the tunes as tops in old stand- 
ards, and among Miller’s younger followers, who can appreciate two fine 
melodies well played. There's little attempt to embellish either with 
breaks except for a smooth tenor sax that maintains the bood on both 
sides. Background muted brass rates a nod. ‘Ohio’ is perhaps the best 
of two sides smoothly and harmoniously arranged, and smartly played in 
Miller’s sweet style. 


| 


| 


Mildred Bailey, ‘Wham’-‘Little High Chairman’ (Columbia 35370) 
Vocalist gets a swingy and slow-paced punch into her cutting of ‘Wham.’ 
Few could carry the lyrics so smartly and so easily at such a leashed tempo. 
Muted trumpet is only part of background that becomes more than that 
Reverse, ‘Chairman,’ is something different for Miss Bailey, lyrics concern- 
ing a youngster. It’s slow and has little appeal. Piano break stands out. 


Will Bradley ‘Ghost of a Chance’-‘Jimtown Blues’ (Columbia 35376) 

Almost all nice trombone soloing by Bradley, ‘Ghost’ is slowly played 
with the band no more than background for the horn and an easy Carlotta 
Dale vocal. ‘Jimtown’ is well played at a speedier pace but like most tunes 


| of its type has little melody. Bradley's trombone gets hot and is one of the 


side’s main points. Sax break also in for a few spins. 


Johnny McGee ‘Playmates’-‘Tiny Old Town’ (Varsity 8200) 
McGee’s muted trumpet gives a lift and punch to an arrangement that 
lacks distinction. Pace is brisk. Carol Andrews and Allen Gerard duo 
the vocal for neat effect. Reverse ‘Town’ is a bit slower and again high- 
lights the McGee horn which rescues the side from becoming too ordinary. 
Gerard vocal is smooth, 


Sammy Kaye ‘Love Song of Renaldo’-‘Head on My Pillow’ (Victor 26502) 

‘Renaldo’ is an earable novelty a bit out of Kaye’s groove in its playin& 
Band sounds good at a fairly brisk pace, using staccato brass behind high- 
pitched reeds. It's sung by Clyde Burke with supporting band chorus. 
— is good contrast, played slower, but the material doesn’t seem 109 
strong. 


Bobby Hackett ‘Dardanella’-‘Bugle Call Rag’ (Vocalion 5375 

Though the band rides solidly behind, it's Hackett’s sock, full-toned 
trumpet that stands out on ‘Dardanella’ and the side needs little else. Eatly 
spins show his easy range. Muted bit and sax also get off. Speed ® 
comfortable. ‘Bugle Call’ is faster and again shows off the leader's ope? 
horn and a piano, drum and sax. It’s okay. 


) 


al Kay Kyser ‘Palms of Paradise’-‘Friendship’ (Columbia 35368) ' 

‘Palms’ Is a sweetly played novelty with a nice melody, sax and —_ 
piano break rising above resi of playing. Ginny Simms and Harry Babb! 
duo the vocal. Reverse is almost all vocal with a quartet from the ban 
headed by Ginny Simms. It wears well. 

Harlan Leonard ‘Rockin’ with the Rockets’-‘Contact’ (Bluebird 10586) 

Leonard’s Kansas City outfit is another debut on this label. Tw° side 
are not striking, ‘Contact’ being the better, It's briskly paced stuff founde 
on a rhythm section that’s inclined to become a bit monotonous via ® ae 
steady pound. ‘Rockets’ isn’t an interesting tune though it improves slight n 
as it unwinds. Breaks on trumpet, sax, piano, and guitar are numerous 
both sides. 
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4A’s Lends Support to Outside Unions 
For First Time in N. Y. Rest. Strike 





America (Four A’s) has moved to} 


give active support to other non-per- 
former unions in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Action was taken 
Saturday (2) by the international 
board in passing a resolution calling 
on the boards of the affiliate groups 
to co-operate in the 13-month-old 
strike of the cooks’, waiters’ and 
wardrobe attendants’ unions against 
the Brass Rail, restaurant in the) 
Times Square area of New York. | 





For the first time in its history the | 


Associated Actors and Artistes of. 





Insurance 
Philadelphia, March 5. 

Hoyt S. Haddock, executive 
secretary of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, has been 
named Member No. 1 of the 
newly organized Philly local. 
Making Haddock a member, 
despite the fact he isn’t a bona 
fide actor, makes him technically 
eligible for his AGVA post. 

The procedure is similar to 
that which made William Green, 
prexy of the American Federa- 


Ice Show in Atlanta 


Atlanta, March 5. 

Iceolite, a composition which 
combines skating rink with a dance 
floor, was introduced in Atlanta last 
week with the opening of the Ice 
Carnival on the Rainbow Roof of 
the Ansley hotel. 

Headlining the show are Sammy 
Jarvis, Kendall Williams and Doro- 
thy Franey, specialty figure and 
team.skaters, and Shirley Fonger. A 
chorus line completes the skating 
group. Johnny Hamp and his orch 
continue their engagement. 
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FRED ROPER’S LILLIPUTIANS (27) 
Singing, Dancing, Tumbling 

25 Mins.; Full 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Troupe of little folks from England 
is making its first New York appear- 
ance at the Roxy currently, Only 
mild as such groups go, it is greatly 
aided through the production given 
by the house in routining the Gae 
Foster Girls line into its turn. Roper 
crew's principal shortcoming is a 
lack of personal charm in the indi- 
viduals, such as is so evident in 
American midget turns like Paul 
Remos’ Toy Boys avd Buster 
Shaver’s Olive and George. 

Roper’s folks are of assorted shapes 





New Acts 


and sizes, most of the femmes being | 


BETTY BRYANT 
Songs 

10 Mins. 

| Coq Rouge, N. Y. 


Betty Bryant is one of the pj 

blue blood bluesters who ‘hes oa 
vived the mid-depression cycle. 
when, in the 1935-36 stretch, gasping 
class niteries conceived the idea of 
encouraging Park ave~ e thrushes 
on the theory they would drag in 
few spenders. It worked all ri 
too, as with Eve Symington, daughter 
of Senator Wadsworth, who scaled 
the l.cights into a $1,000-a-week at. 
dela gee running the gamut 
rom the o ido and Troc 

the Waldorf-Astoria. — 


Miss Bryant has been at La Rue’s 











 . 


In its motion the Four A’s asked | 
the various boards to instruct their 
memberships not to cross the picket 


tion of Labor, a member of the 


| slightly on the obese side, while the and kindred spots through the sea. } 
men are too thin. Quite a few also| sons, and now at Coq Rouge—where | 
wear unnecessarily obvious styles of | ‘noticed’ for the first time under New : 
Chicago local of the American | 


spectacles which do not add to the | Acts—she impresses as a competent 





a 


an ee 


oo 





* Saar oastcoe ee : 





lines outside the establishment. In 
addition, Frank Gillmore, Four A’s 
president, was delegated to recruit a 
group of name performers to join 
the pickets, at least long enough to 
have their pictures taken for the 
newspapers. Action, regarded as a 
major shift in Four A’s policy, was 
proposed by Hoyt Haddock, new ex- 
ecutive-secretary of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. Latter 
group was last week pledged unqual- 


Federation of Musicians. 


N. Y. Appeals Ct. i 


H. Dash Rap; May Ease 
Fair’s Ban on Nudes 


Albany, N. Y., March 5. 
Amount of ‘undress’ at the 1940 








ified support by the cooks’, waiters’, 
bartenders’ and hotel trades unions, 
so the Four A’s move is seen as re- 
ciprocal. 

Four A's also sent a letter to Wil- 
liam A. Green, AFL president, in- 
quiring whether published reports 
that he had granted a circus and car- 
nival workers’ charter to Ralph 


New York World’s Fair shows may 
be affected by the decision of Court 
of Appeals that the ‘Contest of 
Nudes’, staged last May 31 by Harry 
R. Dash, president of Cuban Village 
concession, did not ‘establish suf- 


Whitehead, executive secretary of ficiently the conduct of defendant 
the American Federation of Actors,|teasonably tended in the circum- 
were true, and, if so, what the jur- | stances to breach of the peace.’ 

isdictional details are. According to| Decision erased a suspended sen- 
reports Green announced he in- tence of 15 days in the workhouse, 
tended giving Whitehead such a imposed on Dash by Mayor Fiorello 
charter, adding that only laborers yy yaGuardia for disorderly con- 
were to be included, but no official | gict. The contest brought the 
ec iese to that effect has been | Queens County sheriff and deputies 
orthcoming. AGVA, through its | into action. Arrest and conviction 


Four A’s charter, has jurisdiction | of Dash caused a temporary tighten- 


over circus and carnival perform- ling of the exhibitors’ ‘liberal’ policy 








Cincinnati, March 5. 

Bill McCluskey, manager of Gen- 
eral Program Service, Inc., which 
books WLW aartists for personals, 
learned last week that a_ hillbilly 
combo playing small-town theatres in 
eastern Ohio and West Virginia is 
pirating billing and affiliation with 
Crosley’s 50,000-watter. For a re- 
cent engagement in McArthur, O., 
the outlaw outfit used ‘Sons of the 
Plains’ and ‘Golden West Girls’ tags 
for acts claimed to be heard on 
WLW. Titles are twists of bona fide 
units of WLW's Boone County Jam- 
boree troupe. 
Crosley’s legal staff is checking on | 
the imposters. 





good entertainment, particularly for 
kid trade. 

They open with a military routine, 
marching through various formations 
with toy guns. Brightening this con- 
siderably are the Foster gals going 
through similar routines on stilts be- 


forms on the little people might help 
their end. 


the troupe, Ronnie Street; who per- 
forms as m.c. He’s neat in dinner 


jacket and strawhat, but his gags 
are decrepit. He brings on prima 


lowed by work on bicycles that clicks 


performance. 





CORELLI ‘CLEANING UP | 
FLA. ‘BENEFIT’ SITUASH 


| 


Miami Beach, March 5. 
A series of conferences—which 
almost ended up as battles—between 
nitery and vaude operators and 
charity associations here in regard 
to ‘benefit’ shows, brought Alan Cor- 


‘Oh Johnny’ sung to Street. It’s a 
perfect number for her and she does 
it excellently. They then duo on 
‘Confucius Says’ and try a few dance 
Garden’ as the finale. 
number with the Foster gals and the 
rest of the Lilliputs in Dutch cos- 
tume. Pair of the juniors add a clog 
number, while part of the Fosters 


hind them. More resplendent uni-| 


Next on is the most personable of | Rouge, 


donna Mary West, in Colonial cos-;| worthy successor. 
tume, to warble ‘I Love You Truly,” is basically more professional Abel. 
then a ‘circus.’ Latter consists of. csemannoneassons 

strong-man stuff that’s amusing, fol-| 


Cutest of the femmes follows with! 


general aesthetic effect. As a whole, | Chanteuse, in the ‘class’ cafe idiom. 
however, the unit lines up as fairly | She'd have a tough time at Leon & 


| Eddie’s, for example, but is lemon 
| meringue for the politer customers. 
| Her repertoire runs the gamut of 
| ballads like ‘Do I?’, ‘One of Those 
| Things,’ ‘Night and Day’ (all Cole 
| Porter, incidentally), ‘Parlez-moi 
| L'autre Chose’ and kindred pash 
songs. 
' She’s a nice-looking brunet, no 
| stunner, but decorative on a cafe 
oor. In a class room like Coq 
from where Ann Francene, 
winner of a debutante amateur song. 
stress contest, shifted into the Hotel 
Plaza’s Persian Room (N. Y.) cur- 
rently, Miss Bryant makes for a 
What’s more, she 


| JOHNNY HUDGINS 


as one of the strongest bits of the, Mimic 


1l Mins. 
Apollo, New York 


Colored Johnny Hudgins has been 
around for some time, but is not in 
the New Act files. He’s advanced 
plenty from that original mimicry 


steps, followed by ‘In an Old Dutch! °f a. shouter-singer (with trumpet 
Latter’s a | 
nifty, developing into a production | 


providing the sound) which he 
launched six or more years ago in 
| Harlem niteries. Now he takes off 
}an ice hockey player, then a 
femme perking up for a saunter on 
the avenue, a crazy reefer smoker 
and finally a boxer who fights an 


ers, . : : take to see-saws and a windmill in|; oo. 
'toward nudity. Defendant described | elli, exec secretary of the Theatre , 4 big, Maginary opponent. Included is 
|for the court the ‘contest’ as one in| Authority, in from New York by peg ar makes oe |that trumpet vocal stunt with a 





| which ‘certain females appeared 


Convict Night Club Op = which | ‘certai 
For Firing Own Cafe 


Marquette, Mich., March 5. | Dart With Lyric, Indpls. 
After more than four hours delibe- Chicagn, March 6 


ration, a jury in_ circuit | K it Dart has b appointed 
brought in a verdict of guilty agai ee Sia or ae 
guilty against | by Charles Olson, of the Lyric, In- 


James Apostle, co-proprietor of the | dianapolis, to supervise stage and 
Nightingale cafe here, whose trial on! yvaude .roductions for the house. 
an arson charge attracted wide at-| Dart was in town over the weekend, 





plane today (Tues.). He will sit in on 
confabs with the Police Benevolent 
Assn., the promoters of an unau- 
thorized Finnish Relief performance 
at the Olympia: theatre, and of a 
hospital charity ball at the Bath 
Club in an attempt to work out a 
solution. ‘Benefits’ have been on 


NORVELL 
Astrologer 
20 Mins.; One 
Nebraska, Lincoln 

Naturally hooked to film houses is 
Norvell, who has been doing Holly- 
wood predictions in Look, Screen- 





such an upswing lately some per- 

formers have been doing seven a 

week. 
Corelli, 


on arrival, named Bert 


land and other fan mags. He's now 


ances cross country. 


He’s no globular glass polisher and | 


| making a series of personal appear- 


| chicken-chasing episode added to 
smarten it up. 
Hudgins is in a class by himself 
as a colored pantomimist. Both his 
shadow boxing and ice-skating bits 
are the makings of a compact act. 
He is the sole comedy of the D gag 
Apollo show. ear. 


ARA Wins 10% 











Continued from page 43 








tention. F : Green, editor of the Miami Beach/| doesn’t try any of the supernatural, | 
H ‘ , looking oe available talent and News, as exec secretary in charge | °r occult approaches to the audi- | ARA’s pact, the basic agreement 
ante ee wen wilitelly and — —_ : of the Theatre Authority for the|ence. He bills himself as an as- | provides for immediate cancellation 
ously setting fire t» the cafe; Will make regular weekly booking State of Florida. Green was for- trologer, and plays it straight. Au- | of the franchise of any agent leaving 


the night of Nov. 26, last. trips to Chicago. 
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merly connected with show busi- 
ness through theatres and radio. 





|e15 YEARS AGOe 








dience is asked upon coming into the 
theatre to write him questions, giv- 
ing birthdate, and when Norvell 
comes on, an assistant standing in 
the aisle reads the question 
| states the date. By his astrological 





and | 


ithe ARA, though the way is left 
}Open for such an agent to apply 
| anew directly to AGVA. 

Among the AGVA regulations the 
| ARA agreed to abide by is the filing 


ae ae a ee ee a ee 


aot af a ele oe 


eel ee 


calculations, and the sign under! with AGVA by all agents of personal P 
(From Variety) + oye dl gaan was born, Norvell |management contracts they hold 
ani 'with AGVA members. Naturally, : 





Four-day personal of Hollywood 
picture troupe headed by Bryant 
Washburn, Cullen Landis and Phyllis 
Haver flopped with a dull thud in 
Kansas City. 





Interference by Natacha Rambova, 
Rudy Valentino’s wife, brought ulti- 
matum to actor by the Ritz Carlton 


force Fay Compton from the cast as 
Ophelia if the play was prolonged. 





Nora Bayes took her fifth husband. 
He was Benjamin Friedland and 
they were married on the high seas, 
enroute to Europe from New York. 





London authorities were clamping 
down on night clubs of questionable 
repute. Afternoon dance clubs were 
other types that were receiving po- 
lice attention. 





Trini, the Spanish dancer, clicked 


_in her New York vaude debut, at the 


| He is bowed on with a two-minute 
| film plug, which builds him up as 
| the motivating force behind film star 
| action. Upon taking the platform he 
| asserts the stars tell him the Allies 
/are cinch winners of the war, that 
Hitler will die violently in 1940, fol- 
lowing up with gab about film big- 
gies. 

Norvell makes a fine appearance, 
| talks easily. He is at home with au- 





'can’t possibly believe in the law of | 


|gravity. Femme doesn’t do much, 
being around merely for decorative 
purposes and a single mike announce- 
ment, but boys are gymnastic 
wizards. One guy’s stunt of doing a 
flipflop and winding up almost slow- 
motion in a swan dive, hitting the 
floor with his feet almost miracu- 
lously at the finish, alone would slip 
the act into a class of its own. 

Piece de resistance is a forward 
dash that ends in a back flop, and it’s 
a honey, Turn is fast and flashy, 
covering the usual stunts in the 
tumbling department and then al- 
ways going the field one or two 
| better. The collective whirlwind flip 
isn’t new, but Collegians do it 





Send us a rough idea of any ad you may 
have in mind. We will furnish attractive 
layout and suggestions without charge. 
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| Palace. Also on the bill were Lahr Showily and their novelties are high- 
and Mercedes, Benny Leonard, Lil- class and different. Young-looking 
lian Leitzel, William Gaxton and Co, | 82" |s attractivey costumed in red 
| rae og = outfits. Long pole 

ee | the gal handles and over which th 
Notre Dame’s ‘Four Horsemen’ | boys spin back and forth at the rg 


| were readying themselves for vaude. | ginning carries a few miniature col- 
Elmer Layden, Jimmy Crowley, | lege pennants to further authenticate 





| Harry Stuhldreher and Don Miller | the billing. Collegians should have | 


| were to be supplemented by Jimmy little trouble clicking any where, 


|Counselman, of Washington U., St.| big enongh (ene cttgry, floor 
a; UOUIsS, 


big enough to accommodate them. 
Cohen. 








| there’s also a stipulation that fran- 
'chised agents will represent only 
AGVA acts, and that AGVA mem- 
bers will do business only through 
franchised agents. 
ARA Okays Pact 

An ARA membership meeting held 
Monday (4) night at the Edison hotel 
| brought out nearly 100 talent reps, 
| who unanimously okayed the basic 


F producers that she abstain from med- | a caus la “a | agreement after suggesting certaim 
Ht dling in his film affairs. Ss jminor changes. ARA's ae 
is} es board will meet on the latter tonig 

‘ q 4c a s : 
bi | John Barrymore’s London sojourn | — (Wednesday), oo sted 
with “Sembee wes such @ ence |S Ee. | sidering certain changes suggest 
that there was talk of it being held | Stanley, Pittsburgh | by AGVA'’s board at its meeting, also 
over. Another commitment would| Three boys and a gal and they | on Monday. 


Consideration of the basic agree- 
ment brought some heated discus- 
sions at the agents’ meeting, but 
there was unanimity when a vote 
was taken. Resolution that the ARA’ 
dues be raised to $50 per agency an 
$25 per associate, from the former 
$15 and $5, respectively, also was 
voted into effect. 

Meeting also decided that the ARA 
will institute an initiation fee, not 


as yet designated, for all agencies ' 


becoming members after March 15, 
which is also the time limit for auto- 
matic AGVA-franchising of all ARA 
members. New dues schedule means 
that even such agencies that are 
partnerships will have to pay %" 
first, and then $25 for every partner 
and associate who actively sells 
talent. : 

One of the clauses in the basic 
agreement between the agents and 
AGVA also eliminates all agents 
from franchising who do not have 
permanent offices, in other words, 
the old ‘office in the hat’ is out after 


March 15, 
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An Agent’s Commission (10% Gravy) 
Booms Windsor, Ont. Dents Detroit 





_— 


Detroit, March 5. 

For nine bucks worth of Amer- 
ican money you can walk into any 
pank and get $10 Canadian money. 
And if you think that hasn’t meant 
business to Windsor, Ont., just across 
the river from Detroit, you don’t 
know your canny Yankee trader. 

It leads to all sort of quaint con- 
trivances here with the Canadian 
village getting plenty of a hypo. For 
one thing, Detroiters for a big night 
out will cash in $18 for $20 and head 
for the tunnel or bridge leading to 
Canada. Even with a 50c fee for 
the round trip, the American is 
money ahead as he and his gal light 
out for a place where prices are 

*cheaper than in a metropolitan cen- 

r. 

St Thomas Inn and every major 
eatery in Windsor and its sister 
cities, come evening, have plenty of 
play these days. Parking space is 
crammed with cars with American 
license plates and overflow crowds 
for reasonably priced food. What’s 
more Scotch and Canadian Jiquor, 
taxed as it crosses the border, is 
cut-rate on the other side. Not only 
are the American visitors getting 
more for their money but the ex- 
change rate has given them plenty 
more money to start out with. 

All amusement places in Windsor, 
even picture houses with bills behind 
Detroit’s, are catching a good play 
from the American trade. The boys 
and girls are turning their spending 
money into a 10% profit, heading for 
a smaller town bargain center and 
sharply keeping a little of the rub- 
ber money the war has provided in 
their pockets for nights out abroad. 

It also has sharpened up Canada’s 
summer business this next session. 
Cottages in great profusion along the 
extensive Canadian shoreline, just a 
short drive from Detroit and more 
accessible than cottages on the 
American side of the Great Lakes, 
are being rented rapidly. The Amer- 
ican goes in to a bank and for $630 
of his money rents a $700 cottage 
for the season in Canada where for 
many months he'll continue to enjoy 
living, at 10% off. 


White Plains May Resume 


Sunday night and afternoon name 
band-vaude combo shows at the 
County Center, White Plains, N. Y., 
may be resumed again. Operators 
are angling for Glenn Miller's or- 
chestra to start the series rolling 
April 7. That’s the Sunday after 
Miller exits from his current stand 
at the Pennsylvania hotel, N.Y. 

Benny Goodman's band and sup- 
porting show closed the first at- 
tempt at making the Sunday bills go 
on Feb. 4. 
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Troy Nitery Op Indicted 
For Assault on Scribe 


Troy, March 5. 

Peter Simonian, operator of the 
Club Morocco and perhaps Troy's 
best known night spot manager, was 
indicted by the Rensselaer County 
grand jury for third degree assault 
allegedly committed last December 
on Edward McDonald, veteran po- 
litical writer for the local Record. 
Arraigned before Supreme Court 
Justice William H. Murray, Simonian 
pleaded not guilty. Bail of $1,000 
was ordered continued. Simonian's 
attorney being given 10 days in 
which to make motions. 

At the request of District Attorney 
Charles J. Ranney, the case was 
transferred to County Court. Origi- 
nally, Simonian was arraigned in 
Police Court. 


U.S. Indicts Bon-Air Op, 
Claiming $1,389,920 








Due in Income Taxes 





Chicago, March 5. 

William Johnson, operator of the 
Bon-Air Country Club, one of the 
top summer niteries of the country, 
was indicted by the Federal grand 
jury here last week for violation of 
income tax laws. 

Alleged violation occurred for 
years of 1936 through 1938 and the 
income tax allegedly due is $1,389,- 
919.98. Indictment states that John- 
son lists his income for these years 
as $503,672.10 while it was actually 
$2,437,220.94. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., March 5. 
George Downing and Bill Sulli- 
van, who cater to the welfare of the 


Actors Colony, vacashing in Miami. | 
That seven-pound son that came | 


to the home of Pat (Accordionist) 
Vicanni was named Will Rogers Vi- 
canni, 


Frank Carter, Bridgeport, Conn., | 


hoofer, here getting an 0.0. 


This desk is overloaded with passes | 
for the Actors Colony sent by E. G. | 


Dodds, manager of the Palace, Lake 
Placid. 

Thanks to Arthur Holmes, of Bos- 
ton, Mass., for his timely gifts to 
the bunch here; ditto to Tommy 
Vicks. 

Larry O’Connor (O’Connor Twins), 
who ozoned here in 1929-30, is doing 


an ‘Off-to-Buffalo’ with the Canadian | 


army somewhere in England. 
Bows and flowers to Ann Comer- 
ford, who licked the rib operation. 
Cliff Heather, who is doing okay, 


all hopped up over the fact that his | 


daughter, Linda, who is only eight 
years old, holds a feature spot over 
station WNBZ with Bryce LaVign’s 
orch. 

Write to those who are ill. 














Completed 11 Weeks At Colony Club, Chicago 


GALI- 


THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIAN 


NOW 
CHICAGO THEATRE 


GALI 





———— 


Opening March 13th, Rainbow Room 
(4th return engagement) Radio City, New York 














East. Rep.. NAT NAZARRO 


a 


ADA BROWN 


Harlem's Dark Angel of Rhythm 
Now—CHICAGO THEATRE—Chicago 


West. Rep., GUY PERKINS 








Small Town’s Names 


Seattle, March 5. 

Salem, Oregon, a burg of only 
l 12,000 population, has been showing 
enough b.o. zip to support high- 
| Priced acts on successi, weeks at its 
‘Major night club, Entertainers’ Salon. 
Joe Daniels books the spot. One 
| week the Hilton Sisters were there; 
| Texas Jim Lewis followed, and then 
, Came Gene Austin, 

Daniels reports increased nitery 
activities in the Northwest. Recently 
getting in line for names is the Cabin 
Shack at Port Angeles, this week 
playing Gene Austin. 


TALENT UNIONS 
SEEK NAT'L 
ORGANIZER 


| American Guild of Variety Artists 
is pushing ahead with its national 
| organizing plans. Idea is to join 
‘with the American Federation of 
Radio Artists in the latter campaign. 
Effort is now being made to locate 
a capable man to serve as national 
, organizer for the two unions, ad- 
|mittedly a tough job. Figured 
| someone with plenty of union organ- 
|izing experience, plus a show busi- 
| ness background, would be ideal, but 
“no one has yet suggested a likely 
‘candidate. Figured probable that 
| someone with a trade union back- 
| ground may have to be used. 
! AGVA now has locals in Chicago, 
| Los Angeles, San Francisco, Boston 














and Philadelphia, the latter two be- | 


ling recent additions. Kenneth 
| Howard was sent Monday (4) to 
| Boston to handle the organizing 
| there, co-operating with local of- 
| ficials and reporting back to New 


| York headquarters. 


inational executive-secretary, leaves | 


‘March 21 for Chicago and, after 
looking over the situation there, will 
go to Pittsburgh to set up a local 
organization. Chapters in Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati, Miami, Detroit and 
St. Louis are planned soon after- 
ward. 

AFRA has locals in all those 
cities. plus one in 14 other cities, 
‘so AGVA will probably quickly 
move into those localities also. In- 
tention is for the two unions to oc- 
‘cupy joint offices and use the same 
representatives in nearly all cities, 
thus holding down overhead. John 
Velasco has been appointed a spe- 
cial organizer for Harlem, but two 
‘other organizers with the New York 
‘office have been dropped and will 
‘not be replaced. 

Haddock intends to confer with 
/Tom Phillips, president of the 
Brother Artists Assn. (burlesque) 
|regarding a merger of the two 
unions, but the latter has been ill, 
so no meeting has been set. AGVA 
| official also hopes to bring the Hun- 
|garian Actors’ union into the AGVA 
fold. 





| SAG’s AGVA Aid 


Continued from page 43 














that enough of the present members 
| will resign if more prominent per- 
| formers can be persuaded to accept 
| appointment. Union leaders aren't 
| disclosing whom they’re considering 
|as prospective board members, but 
| they're admittedly combing the field. 
| Only one known to be under con- 
| sideration is Sybil Bowan, who re- 
| cently wrote to the union protesting 
at the ‘unknowns’ on the slate picked 
by the nominating committee. Idea 
is that if Miss Bowan was suffi- 
ciently interested to write a letter 
about it, she may be willing to serve. 


and experienced enough to be de- 
sirable. 

First meeting of the board is slated 
for today (Wednesday). There's 
some talk of selecting a local ex- 
ecutive-secretary, but probably that 
won't be taken up right away. No 
| specific matters are on the agenda 
| for the first session. 








Gardner Named 
Los Angeles, March 5. 
Kenny Gardner was named presi- 
dent of the Los Angeles Chapter 
of the American Guild Variety 
Artists. Voted in as vice-presidents 
were Eddie Davis, Patsy Darr, Frank 


Mitchell, Bert Easley, Lucille Glea-| 


son. 


Patrice Brooks was elected re-' 


' cording secretary and Helen Heller, 
| treasurer. 


She's admittedly prominent enough | 


| 











Vaude Clicks at 


the Majestic, 


Paterson; Film a Secondary Factor: 
Comerford's About-Face in Pennsy 





Paterson, N. J., March 5. 

Bereft of A product—Warner and 
Paramount interests control four 
first-run houses and two other down- 
town theatres—the indie Majestic, 
originally part and parcel of the 
Keith circuit, is making both ends 
meet as the only vaudfilm spot in 
town. 

Owner-manager A. Louis Gins- 
burg is philosophical about his in- 
ability to obtain an occasional screen 
attraction. ‘I play film, not pictures,’ 
he admits. ‘Before booking I ask 
myself two questions. Has it played 
in Paterson? Will it fit in the pro- 
jection machines?’ 


Ginsburg and his late associate, 
John Ginsberg, revived vaudfilm at 
the 800-seat house six years ago. 
Since then a host of headliners have 
broken in at the Main and Smith 
street emporium, 

‘Our policy concerning product is 
simple,’ adds Ginsburg, ‘we always 
book two features and one of them 
must be a western. The exception is 
a split week in which we are play- 
ing a unit, then we cut to one pic- 
ture.’ 

The Majestic, with two balconies, 
commands a 25c top for matinees 
and jumps to 40c at night. Ginsburg 
prefers not to reveal the average 
weekly gross, but it’s no secret he 
hasn’t been losing money for six 
years. 

It’s a three-a-day house (four on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) 
and the biggest events of the year 
are the quarterly appearances of 
Major Bowes’ units. Edward Sher- 


Hoyt Haddock, ;™@n does all the booking. 


‘We concentrate on the stage 
shows,’ Ginsburg points out. ‘I re- 
member when Red Skelton broke in 
here on Feb. 21, 1936. There were 
five people in his act and we paid 
the company $71.25. I took Red aside 
and suggested he make a single out 
of the act and ditch the four other 


guys. 
**I can’t do that,’ Red told me. 
‘Those fellows are all personal 


friends of mine.’ 

‘‘Leave them in a hotel and pay 
all their bills,’ I told him. ‘You'll 
make more money.’’ 

‘Why should I worry about prod- 
uct? Vaudeville may be dead, but 
you wouldn’t know it in the Majes- 
tic.’ 





Comerford B.O. With Vaude Now 

Vaudeville, which has been blamed 
for years as a boxoffice chiller, is 
now being frankly used by the Com- 
erford chain to draw people back to 
its theatres. Circuit’s two top 
houses, the Capitol, Wilkes-Barre 
and Capitol, Scranton, Pa., are now 
playing name acts and bands in an 
effort to win back patronage ad- 
mittedly lost with straight picture 
policies. 

Vaudfilm policies in both houses, 





three days a week in each, are cur- 
rently in their seventh weeks. Busi- 
ness is reported excellent. 

After dropping the regular split- 
week vaude policies at the Capitol 
theatres a few years ago, the Com- 
erford chain placed vaude in the 
Family, Wilkes-Barre, and Irving, 
Scranton, both small houses, on a 
one and two-day basis, paying less 
than $100 a day for the shows. These 
shows continue, booked by Joe Fein- 
berg out of New York, but shows 
for the major Comerford theatres 
are being bought by Eddie Sher- 
man. 





Reading Drops Vaude 
Reading, Pa., March 5. 

Warner-Stanley Astor here has 
discontinued Friday-Saturday winter 
vaudeville and its orchestra. For the 
past four seasons vaudeville has been 
featured, with a 10c extra charge at 
this house, second largest in Read- 
ing. 

Prices are now back at the sched- 
ule charged in other main street 
large houses, 


VERNON HELD ON COAST, 
LOWE SUBS IN PITT P.A. 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

Held on Coast for another picture 
as result of his performa_-ce in re- 
cently-completed ‘Sailor’s Holiday’ 
at 20th-Fox, Wally Vernon's p.a. at 
Stanley, WB deluxer, this week was 
cancelled out just two days before 
he was to have opened on Friday 
(1). Quick substitution brought in 
Edmund Lowe to replaze him on bill] 
with Clyde McCoy’s orchestra and 
Morton Downey. 

It would have been more or less 
of a home-coming here for Vernon, 
since he got his real start 10 years 
ago as an m.c. at the Enright here 
and later became a nitery fave as 
well at the old Show Boat. 


Vaude May Be Given 
A Reprieve in Memphis 














Memphis, March 5. 

Possibility that the Orpheum here 
might continue occasional stage 
shows following acquisition by M. A. 
Lightman is foreseen in the booking 
of the Count Berni Vici unit for four 
days commencing March 14. 

Booking was actually handled by 
Chalmers Cullins, proprietor, until 
Lightman took over last week, and 
hence is not regarded as a definite 
indication of real Lightman policy. 
Theatre is dark at present and fu- 
ture is uncertain until Lightman sets 
policy as between this new acquisi- 
tion and his present first-run house, 
the Malco Palace. 
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Burying the Acts’ Billing, an Old 
Vaude Evil, Crops Up at B&K Chi 


— 





Chicago, March 2. 
Gali-Gali, Christiani Troupe (5), 
Ada Brown, Alexander & Santos 
(4), Dorothy Hild Girls (16), Adrian 
& Orch; ‘Grapes of Wrath’ (20th). 





Acts playing the Chicago theatre 
should make certain that their con- 
tracts include stage billing clauses, 
because this Balaban & Katz house 
has fallen into the slovenly habit of 
running its shows without announc- 
ing to the audience the names of the 
acts. This is not only unfair to the 
acts. but is certainly poor showman- 
ship and judgment by the house. 

Theatre pays hundreds of dollars 
for a turn, and then presents it to 
the public as if it is worth noth- 
ing. It detracts not only from act, 
but also from the show and house, 
for the audience must believe that 
the acts are without importance 
since the house itself doesn’t deem it 
worthwhile to announce to the pub- 
lic what bills they offer. Many a 
star has been built in vaudeville, but 
it is certainly impossible for an act 
to become a name in vaudeville if 
the house does not give it billing. 

It is up to the acts to protect them- 
selves from such treatment, and if 
they do, they will be doing the house 
itself an actual favor, even though 
the theatre may not recognize it as 
such. Any act that is worth booking 


Opening the show is the Christiani 
Troupe, an outstanding acrobatic ag- 
gregation, and throughout the house 
people were heard whispering to 
each other, ‘Who are they?’ Have 
three separate types of stunts, and 
each done up in splendid fashion. 
Do straight tumbling first, with some 
of the whirlwind flopovers eliciting 
immediate audience response. Then 
into some great teeterboard work, 





Parker does a George Arliss aping 
and Parker a short one of Fred 
Allen. That's followed by a bit with 
the two stooges and Miss Halliday, 
based on the eternal triangle, which 
is broken up by the hecklers in op- 
posite boxes. 

Toy and Wing, Orientals, are a 
noudite and get by more on the 
strength of that than on their fare. 
Pair go through a series of unison 
ballroom and tap stuff that was a bit 
ragged when caught (last show 
Friday, opening day). Strongest is 
Miss Toy’s hot hop on her toes. Got 
good response, however, 

Boles wastes no time getting into 
the swing of things. Prefaces his 
first tune with a short ‘howdy’ and 
gives the impression that he’s glad 
to be there. First try is ‘Song Is 
Yours,’ followed by ‘One Alone,’ 
‘Rio Rita’ and the inevitable ‘Waitin’ 
at the Gate for Katie.’ Latter num- 
ber is a smart change of pace, easing 
him out of sartorial perfection into 
an old coat and hat and bringing him 
closer to the audience via the lessen- 
ing in formality. However, because 
either his pronunciation of lyrics was 
sloppy or the constantly poor public 
address system at this house was 
worse than it usually is, he was too 
often difficult to understand. Wood. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, March 3. 


Jimmie Fidler and his ‘Hollywood 
Parade of Stars, with Mary Healy, 
Michael Whalen, Helen Mack, Edith 
Fellows, Olympe Bradna, Peter Lind 
Hayes, Phil Lampkin House Orch! 
(12); ‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col). 











| Hubert. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Glenn Miller Orch with Marion 





| Hutton & Ray Eberle; Frank & Jean 
| Hubert, Andrews Sisters (3); ‘Sev- 


enteen’ (Par), reviewed in VARIETY 
Feb. 21, 

Glenn Miller’s crew opened its 
date at the Paramount last Wednes- 
day (28) minus Miller. Subbing for 
the maestro, who was afflicted with 
sinus trouble, was Tommy Dorsey, 
whose own band is currently at the 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
and is booked to follow Miller into 
the Par. This made for an odd bit 
of business, for immediately follow- 
ing the Par’s trailer announcing Dor- 
sey’s coming up popped the elevator 
stage with Dorsey aboard it. 

At the evening show i! made little 
difference because aduli audiences 
apparently wouldn't know Dorsey 
from Miller if he sat in their laps. 
Even the jitterbugs didn’t get it at 


first, for Dorsey and Miller have | 


many similar physical characteristics 
and both toot trombones. With Dor- 
sey’s announcement of Miller's ab- 
sence and intro of himself, however, 
he drew a heavy salvo of applause at 
this catching. During Miller’s hos- | 
pitalization, 





until Sunday, Charlie win, 


other than those being used cur- 
rently by others. 

The Stapletons do a nice ballroom 
tap in formal clothes, encoring with 
a control tap. Male half of team, 
who tries a mike seach, peeves he’s 
still a hoofer. b Allen, band 
singer, gives: the femmes their ro- 
mance in music with his nifty bari- 
toning of ‘Careless,’ ‘South of Bor- 


der,’ ‘Mood for Love,’ —, of 
Broadway’ and ‘Got Date ith 
Angel.’ 


The Smoothies are spotted next- 
to-closing with their own vocal ar- 
rangements of ‘Ciri Biri Bin,’ ‘Shade 
of Old Apple Tree.’ ‘Ma’ and ‘Red 
Fox.’ Other tunes are familiar 
through their records or pic shorts. 

Band closes with acts coming back 
for bows. There is much fooling 
around in the band throughout, 
which is okay to break up audience 
reaction to heavy music sked. 

Biz only fair at third show Friday 

. Kiley. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, March 2, 


Shep Fields Orch (13), Hal Der- 
Dancing Debs, Danny Gay, Sol 


Barnet, Dick Stabile and Gene Krupa Gioe, Emmett Oldfield, Claire Nunn, 


substituted at the baton. 


Cesar Maziola, Roy Davis; ‘He Mar- 


Show as a whoke is rather short ried His Wife’ (U). 


and heavy orchestrally. Crew offers | 
no novelty turns on its own, only | 





Those who don't know how Shep 


the vocalizing of its two warblers, | Fields produces that gurgling water 


Marion Hutton and Ray Eberle. 
Added are the Andrews Sisters (3) 


l effect in opening his radio program 


and a novelty act, Frank and Jean find out this week at the Colonial. 


filled out prior to the presentation | 
with an audience sing paced by Don 
Baker at the organ. 


Orch gets under way with ‘Tiger | one 


Quite a few minutes are} Maestro, his band and soloists are 


tops, but not so much can be said for 


most of the supporting acts. Only 


registers, Roy Davis’ ‘funny- 


Rag,’ after that sticks pretty much) graph’ act, in which he pantomines 
to slow ones and plays even those | the motions in accomp to songs 


more leisurely than usual. _ It’s 
plenty listenable, however, all the 


way through, characterized princi- | 
| Dally by Miller’s nifty arrangements. | Fyymett Oldfield and a stooge, who 


Each shows unique originality, and 
particularly outstanding on this score 
is ‘Tuxedo Junction.’ That's fol- 


| played on a record. 


; The other acts are the three Danc- 
ing Debs, who do routine taps, and 


present a burlesque adagio and acro- 


| batic act that is not nearly as funny 
| as it purports to be. 





with board-to-shoulder jumps as 
much as four-high for a standout 
climax. Finish off with some Ara- 
bian tumbling. In all, a clean-cut 
acrobatic turn that is surefire any- 
where. Troupe could profitably 
eliminate its occasional attempts at 
clowning during the  teeterboard 
routine. They are acrobats, not 
comedians. 

Vocalizing for satisfactory audi- 
ence pleasure is the contribution of 
dusky Ada Brown. Has the type of 
singing style that goes over gener- 
ally. and she made good here. Also 


Jimmie Fidler has very wisely yt by re ag ge ‘Lon- | 
surrounded himself with youth and pace atone rise oar tne oo on | Pieces, including pianist Claire Nunn, 
talent instead of reaching out for | the instrumentalists who are ielt- tee witth es onag ay ee 
just names. Also smart is his kid- | ing. Dorsey tromboned in with the | weet: igele Reng Bay gat By Mages ae 
ding attitude toward whatever im- | brass section on several numbers and | ing rhythm Medd ai ike Fada 
portance may be attached to his | took one short solo. Mood’ Sak endian Gamenal on a 
radio name. Result is a pleasing 50 Standing out about Miller’s 16- | ticularly well played _ 
minutes of nice variety and a whiff | piece current combination is its gen- Singing soloists are Hal Derwin 
of Hollywood which should reflect | eral appearance. Lads are all nice | with ‘All the Things You Are’ as his 
itself in the b.o. (Ed. note: This | lookers, clean cut and neatly | piece de eguislaueet Been G ." ith 
booking seems to show considerable | groomed. Miss Hutton’s piping, on | ‘Sunny Side of Street of aaa" Miss 
improvement over Fidler’s Pitts- | the other hand, might be bolstered.| Nunn. with the inevitable ‘Oh, 
burgh breakin last week. The unit | Perhaps it is her choice of numbers, Johnny,’ assisted by two of the bo . 
warbles a tune to introduce the! pened somewhat raggedly there). | but it seems more like a distinct lack Especially “fine ‘on two p Bore 
Dorothy Hild ballet line. Production| Introduced by Michael Whalen, | Of voice which becomes too apparent | mental soloists, Sol Gioe, who does 
on this was handled sloppily, with) Fidler weaves in and out with| after the novelty of her jitterbug- \the rippling rhythm pg iano, 
Miss Bfown’s exit and return being| straight-forward announcements, a/|8ish presentation has worn off. land Cesar Maziola, whose Flight f 
jumbled into the dance routine.|transient attempt at a gag, winding | Opener, ‘Boog-it,’ is distinctly bad | Bumblebee’ on accordion i ‘ shiz 
Alexander and Santos still have a\jup with a few minutes of gossip | for an evening audience. Registers | , = Kan ” 
fine novelty stunt, with the man’s| seated at a desk mike. First of his | 82S Very pointless. Others following | i 
toe-dance ability added to the bur-| group to appear is Olympe Bradna | 47€ S0-so. 
lesque ballet routine. Wind up with] in a French sailor song and dance.! Eberle upholds the male end of 
a comedy burlesque adagio, with two| Costumed for the number. she comes | the warbling much better. He does | 
as rae a femme around. through with an okay routine of acro | ‘Indian Summer,’ ‘Careless’ and ‘Blue | 
After a stay in a_ local swank | stuff sold with plenty of personality. | World,’ all good and counting for 
nitery, Gali-Gali is on the stage here| Followed by Helen Mack, who re- | solid returns. 


Fields has an excellent band of 13 








eens 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 29. 
Hudson Wonders (2), Joe & Jane 


with his sleight-of- i , I Mack, who | 
ih: ge erie liga ae od ted De aeat window-jumping scene | Andrews gals, resplendent in dig-| McKenna, The Four Squires, Cull 
miGheniek dawn sat tbaidieel His Girl Friday’ (Col). __ | nified new gowns, tee right off socko| Richards, Saul Grawmen & Co, 
his audience cleverly, especially| ._ C004 Spot here for some legit and hold that groove throughout.! (5), Betty Jane Walters, Larry 


when he uses a couple of the cus- vocals by Mary Healy, who handles | Open with their own new version of | Flint’s House Orch: ‘Chasing Trou- 








iduiaie a6 Games. ‘Night and Day’ and ‘I’m Sorry for | ‘Say Si Si’ (their latest Decca wax- | ble’ ‘ i 
iain pr 0 Lisened tn bei Myself,’ the latter considerably in| ing), followed by further unique | Meare’ ica a ee a ee 
prisingly poor account of itself when | t8@ Sroove and an_audience-pleaser | arrangements of ‘Ciri Biri Bin,’ | _— 
caught, though generally one of the| 2¢ Show caught. Business of read- | ‘Beer 7 and “Moonlight Sere-| Three return act dt 
eir unusual handling and ' s and two new 


best of the theatre orchestras any- | 784 script in the regular way first, | nade.’ Ur : 
lige AE rctigas i wewaede for | nifty harmonizing of even these | nes for this house add up to a satis- 

s, follows, wi idler, Miss | comparative oldies gi - factory ‘taj 
ale sak Sans ed Waoss cor | pees get Peery give them an en-, factory hour of entertainment. Hud- 
ticipating to fairish response. | The Huberts click with their |°°" Wonders are back again, opening 
_ Another spot of drama is here in- Standard pantomimic drunk routine | the show with their zippy acrobatic 
FLATBUSH, B’KLYN _|iected by Edith Fellows, who repeats | im full dress. Take a flock of falls | routine. Girls pack thrills into a 
her scene from ‘City Streets,’ in | 44 80 in for a good bit of finger-| few minutes that start the ball roll 
ng which she portrays a chair-ridden | sticking, slapping routine, which is| ing with a bang. Working both in 
nally P. 4), Sally Jo} cripple. Assisted by Whalen, mop- | strengthened when smaller member | challenges and in precision, the 
& Win r . w ar er 7’ ate whacks out a nice spot, just | removes top hat to reveal ‘he’ is a l reap plenty of returns for their , y 
g, John Boles; Shorts and | long enough for audience that was | blonde-haired femme. Herb. | whirls and somersaults en 


Newsreels. more pleased with song and dance Joe and Jane McKenna, another re 
LYRIC, INDPLS. 


where. 
Business was good at the last per- | 
formance Friday (1). Gold. 








of ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ iss Hez 
ls —— Healy and | se ng play the deuce for good re- 
; : . ception in an adagio burles - 
Rather drawn-out brace of love edy sofeshoe and r drunk bit b y JO 
scenes. played legit first by Whalen | McKenna. Cully Richards * oon 
iss Mack, and then by Fidler | arvund here, m.c.s and fills the next- 


Well balanced and rounded stretch 
here this week isn’t the best the 
Flatbush customers have ogled, but 
it’s entertaining through its hour 





Indianapolis, March 1. 


run. And so littl iss 

athe’. then Gutier’s (heal Banivess — Miss Bradna for laughs, precedes | Hal Kemp Orch, Lane Bros, (2),' to-close spot with screwy singi 
band, ex of the Rainbow Room and eile tank pre of layout, sup- | Stapletons (2), Janet Blair, Bob | clowning with an unbilled stooge and 
Grill) N. Y., presents a. diverting ,» in order, by Miss Fellows | Allen, Smoothies, Jack LeMaire,| some fair gags. Also fools around 


and Hayes. Uncovering a surprising | John Sears: C e 3 | 
talent for coloratura singing. 1 a ee Sears; ‘Convicted Woman 
al as Carmine Ola’ tek ne | | livery and keen timing are definitely 
Seluhew' Gr Sheatins” bs r er | Fronted by the suave maestro, Hal | big time, and he shows great prom- 
and okay voice there” p eee ~ | Kemp s orch performs smoothly in | ‘S¢ 3S he opens up his line of comedy. 
something else for her yh 10 be! a 65-minute bill given over mostly | But somehow the material lacks 
besides playing kid roles Ties wad. prt brass interpretation of pop | a. B sé png) little detail recti- 
ters up solidly her 1 - =e should go far. 
Saal’ he 6 Suu Goat le totes ae: Four rhythm, three trumpets, two | Four Squires, trey, also new faces 
Hayes grabs it and on show caught | trombones, and four sax follow the | 0n this stage, are socko as a musical 
had difficulty getting off. ogi behets be style giving the cus- | novelty quartet (piano, trumpet, bass 
Son of Grace Hayes, well k tomers "Got My Eyes On You,’ ‘Scat- | fiddle and guitar), being enthusiastic 
in Sapling of vauds. Haves has ae ce. | : as ee which features  eeacertare. with refreshing person- 
surance and a suave style of work- |‘Mood Indigo,’ with Eddie Kush king,’ | org, end @ smart line of musical 
ing that ought to get him far. | ing a tr » with Eddie Kusby tak- | wares. For an encore, boys step out 
Mimici ’ J ombone flight; ‘In the Mood’ | Of their musical de : 
ely tantlotas bat satcines heen ne Genes can or is bynes Ay ng Magara | an impression of fear ‘aan was 
iti  Wileet A a8 a : S world on the skins, | 4 m show, cli : 
ee aiseet oe Pea ee went me hen cn looker with a smooth other to get tatp tale tak eae 
: 4 * | Creare own the vocalist spot to eir reactions to 
Suen hee ee a ee sing “All Things You Are,’ ‘Would screen, Wovaver, tie ee yA 
and winds up with gems pr Feb pt Magy rest and ‘Faithful Forever’ to | with their musical stuff, and for this 
oe tg ggg on a Ph sn | Acro work of Lane Bros. (2) = a oe or 
in the audie i - yer, Encore bit of John | scores solidly. They o lth eit . 
m.c. taking mete Pty, Fag in the pr noe dee 5 es bar hag ee tap, then aie to ps ue! Grauman and Co. oo, fea- 
Parker comes back near the finale | matters up solid! el, eckin, led clothes for body-tossing and some | or hic iv elty musical stairway 
a ies ; é s y. Lad has what it | spectacular tricks wi 4 : | on which five dancers tap out. melo- 
with a third stooge, both being tar- takes for (A a y ps oe pectacular tricks with ropes. Jack | dies. stairs : ‘ed : 
en gee es ’ : i spot of his own in any | LeMaire deserts his Vee | Giles, stairs being wired to electric 
gets for cracks from guys in up-| company. Fidler closes doin ee e deserts his guitar on the/ bells. ‘Bells of § pact BR 
aaaline - hana d y. ses Zs with | bandstand to co . - , Bells of St. Mary’s’ is the best 
0 sone yn — are fast | chatter bit, followed by reintroduc- | some hearty giggles yoy Mghnid | Watt z this session. Betty Jane 
They're the usual ‘batting romerks. prrseh ‘ane a bit'flat as man- | sion of a jitterbug singing ‘I've Got send hand tor her Sree erated 
iat : KS. | 1 at present. | Rhythm.’ "Musician has go of Pea Th» or her double-jointed 
Pr tor to that the foil onstage with! Biz okay. y+, Burm. | edy possibilities, but should oe ‘gags eee ree ae ae 
‘ aA . ‘ S ‘: ib oe ue ’ ‘Or. 


with another anonymous stooge ear- 


- portion of the’ layout. Toppin 
y pping the | lier on the bill. Richards’ offhand de- 


other turns is filmite John Boles. 

An unusual act is Trixie, femme 
juggler. She's well liked, walking 
off to a deserved hand after a series 
of stunts too long to enumerate. 
Works with plates and fairly large 
rubber balls, one of which she bal- 
ances on a stick held in her teeth, 
a routine used by some others, too. 
Finale has her juggling five of the 
spheres, a difficult stunt due to their 
$1Ze. 

Lew Parker and his company of 
stooges go over handily with a turn 
based on zaniness. Starts his stuff 
with ‘South of Border,’ fitted with 
original lyrics, then brings out a gal 
he introes as Hildegarde Halliday. 
She gives out with a sneezing series 
much along the lines of Billy Gil- 
bert’s stock in trade, gathering a 
few giggles. At this point Parker is 
interrupted by a guy selling popcorn 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Richard Himber Orch (1: : 
pe & =. John Gallus, Ester 

eRoy, orman;: ‘His Gi . “ 
‘ean an; ‘His Girl Friday 

Current layout is a cheater ’ 
relying on ‘Girl Friday’ for ‘ine ewe 
office, but it’s a highly saleable 
quintet of acts, blending well ona 
playing ditto. Richard Himber’ 
orchestra (13) is perforce the prime 
marquee appeal, presumably becau : 
of radio values, and satisfies as such. 
_ Despite that billing of ‘suave styl. 
ist of the dance,’ Himber’s is g ro 
pery combo that mixes up its or 
chestral hi-jinks in commercial man. 
ner. Support is a well-assorted va. 
riety. The maestro’s name mono 4 
lizes both annunciators, which oe 
mistake. The successive specialists 
should, at least, get billing on one 
of the placards, even though the band 
is ever to the fore, with Himber as 


~C, 

In the latter groove he’s ; 
conferencier, unstilted and penn 
much at ease. In his ow y 
I ; Ms Own batoneer- 
ing chores Himber essays a dash of 
legmania that leaves a question of 
how your lunch or dinner rests with 
you at the moment. The somewhat 
portly leader is no Fred Astaire nor 
jitterbug either, doing a snatch of 
both. On the other hand, it’s some- 
thing for him to do, which has its 
qualifications, and if Himber chooses 
to break up the heated get-off num- 
bers with a dash of the shag, or to 
twinkle-toe his tootsies in some 
other dance set. it’s acceptable 
enough. He’s no Whiteman on heft 
yet he is no Skinnay Ennis, ; 

Himber’s = music isn't exactly 
bounce, although he wisely has set 
out to mix ’em commercially. His 
combo numbers five reeds (four sax 
and one clarinet), five brass (three 
trumpets, two trombones) and three 
rhythm (piano, string, bass and 
traps). A crack rhythmic arrange- 
ment of ‘March of the Toys’ tees off 
musically, and thence into ‘Little 
Brown Jug’ for the contrasting tor- 
ridity. Maestro is In dinner jacket: 
boys In maroon monkey-jackets and 
white ties, altogether a rather dap- 
per picture, which is perhaps why 
the Himberisms on the hoof don’t 
rest too well. 

Pseudo-singing comedy bit with 
‘Time on My Hands’ is a standout 
specialty for clarinet, trumpet, ete., 
with the leader presumably sulking 
at his vocalizing being jazzed up. 
Then comes the first act, Dick, Don 
and Dinah, neat mixed trio of acro- 
dancers whose feature is ground 
work with an oversize beach ball, 
plus some effective three-high gym- 
nastics. 

John Gallus, clarinet specialist, 
who also balances and juggles balls 
on his licorice stick. and in between 
manipulates a tandem of eight 
marionets that do concerted terps, 
bumps, ete., is a brisk deucer. Cut 
down, he’d make a nitery novelty. 

Himber does ‘Diga Diga Do’ in the 
1940 jive manner, again with dansa- 
patioa steps in between, and for con- 
trast ‘Strutters Ball’ in the corny 
1910 style of jazzique. It’s an idea 
that’s been done before, but takes on 
some extra values under the Himber 


presentation. 

Fstelle and LeRoy follow with 
ballroomology that impressed as 
pretty snappy stuff in the 1937-38 
era, but since “The Hartmans and 


their ilk have brushed off this style 
of ultra-class terping, it calls for a 
switch. Furthermore, Fstelle & Le- 
Roy owe it to themselves to move 
with the trend. But even as they 
are, they not only click, but get some 
extra enthusiastic returns. They're & 
sleek, patent-leather pair, with all 
the personality and personable at- 
tributes that a dance team could de- 
Hence the emphasis for match- 


sire. 

ing their frontal values and unques- 
tionable basic skill with an_ ultra 
routine. 


Were they to hook up that Brazil- 
ian maxixe impression of the yester- 
vear Vernon and Irene Castle (which 
they do for the encore?’ with perhaps 
a modern Brazilian samba, that 
would be something. As is, theyre 
conventional with a waltz opener, @ 
‘cute’ number with lollipops, whic 
they throw out Info the audience, to 
‘Jeepers Creepers,’ and a fast finale. 
‘Flying High.” Thence the Castles 
impression. - 

In everything they do theyre 
suave and svelte, but lack the rea 
sock they could enjoy if they hit on 
something really smart. Fstelle and 
LeRoy have progressed far since first 
noticed in these columns at the Para- 
dise (N. Y. cabaret) three or, four 
seasons ago, but they can travel into 
really fast company witha repertoire 
which must depend on novelty 0 
conception, rather than execution, to 
spell unusual values. 


Marion Shaw, featured. vocally 
with Himber, gets her inning Wr 
‘Concentrate on You.’ then comes 

his pa- 


Himber’s piece-de-resistance. 
rade of bands. Himber did a 800 
job with these on the Victor records. 
and now enhances it with masques 
which are n.s.g., 30 much so that the 
maestro must announce that they 
represent Vallee. Goodman. Kemp, * 
Dorsey, Lombardo and Shaw. 





12 minutes, as . . 


Al Norman’s comedy dancing and 
general gagging make for 4 brigh: 
next-to-shut spotting. He's retaine 
his subway panto. The jitterbug soft 
shoe, the how-different -people-sleen 
bit, with a prop bed, and the ee 
dance finale punctual? an engagine 

Abel. 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 
McCoy Orch (12), Morton 
Edmund aus. ——s 
isters (3), Wayne Gregg, ol- 

ane pol ‘Vigil in Night (RKO). 


Just another show, no more, no 
less. What it does have, however, is 
plenty of marquee pull, and WB de- 
Juxer can use that this week inas- 
as flicker, gy By gt 

isn’t likely to pu i 
gg ae ; non Bg , Presentation 
could have stood with a bit more 
life considering the weighty screen 


a by Clyde McCoy is pretty 
languid, and there’s a sameness 
about his Sugar Blues that isn't in- 
clined to speed up matters much, and 
Edmund Lowe, last-minute sub for 
cancelled Wally Vernon, hasn't the 
sort of material destined to shoot 
any layout into high gear. Remains 
for the slick Irish tenor, Morton 
Downey, and four youngsters who 
call themselves the Collegians (New 
Acts) to lift things out of the 
s. : 

es has McCoy behind closed 
curtains trumpeting his themer, and 
then shooting right into one of band’s 
recent recordings, ‘Tear It Down,’ a 
monotonous pop of the corn-fed 
stripe that seems to be gasers, such 
a vogue these days. Wayne Gregg, 
featured male vocalist, steps down 
from stand to warble himself into 
uick audience favor with ‘Gaucho 
Jerenade’ and ‘Found You,’ and his 
exit brings on Four Collegians for 
their spectacular tumbling demon- 
stration. ‘ 

They're followed by McCoy’s 
Three Bennett Sisters, who have pat- 
terned their voices after McCoy’s 
style and fit in satisfactorily with his 
type of outfit. They’re personable 
kids without being too heavy on the 
s.a.. and the pipes blend nicely in 
‘Don’t Look Now,’ ‘Bluebirds in the 
Moonlight’ and then ‘Mutiny in the 
Nursery’ with Gregg, which McCoy 
tops off with his standard toy trum- 

et solo. Gals also burst into a semi- 

oofing interlude, but it’s of short 
duration. 

Next spot is reserved for Lowe, 
who apparently is another Holly- 
wood personality who works on the 
theory that a film ame can salvage 
any kind of material. Film actor's a 
genial, likeable chap with an easy- 
going, pleasant manner, but he needs 
something to work with. Assisted 
by an unbilled femme, a stately and 
sex-appealing redhead, Lowe is sup- 
posed to give the audience a series 
of approaches to making a dame, 
but all he has is a collection of an- 
tique anecdotes tossed together to 
resemble an act. While Lowe and 
the gal work hard to make them 
seem a bit comically formidable, the 
job’s too tough. ; 

McCoy picks it up again there with 
a hot platter of ‘Limehouse Blues,’ 
featuring his drummer in a _ skin- 
beating endurance display, and that 
brings on Downey, fresh out of a 
Cleveland hospital, where he was 
laid up for two weeks with a strep 
throat. IlIness has left the Gaelic 
tenor’s voice untouched, however, 
and it’s still something not very far 
from heavenly. Somebody, though, 
should have warned Downey about 
the rough-house crowds at the 
Stanley for any opening show, be- 
cause he made the mistake of 
asking the mob what they’d like to 
hear (when he knew all along what 
he was going to sing), and was 
Downey sorry! They shouted for 
‘Angel’ and ‘In the Mood’ all through 
his ‘Careless’ and ‘All the Things 
You Are,’ and for a while chaos 
reigned between stage and the pews. 
But Downey’s a smart showman, too, 
and he gradually kidded the toughies 
in the upper reaches out of their 
protestations and had them in the 
palm of his hand when he sat down 
at the piano and accompanied him- 
self through the sentimental ‘Chris- 
topher Robin Saying His Prayer’ 
and the inevitable Irish medley. 
Downey also gave ’em ‘Are You Hav- 
ing Any Fun’ and ‘South of Border’ 
to go off big. But his lapse gave him 
plenty of uneasy moments. 

McCoy gets the final inning, sell- 
ing a couple of tooting solos while 
his band thumbs through the not so 
recent catalog for a couple of ever- 
populars. No overture this week, 
with Max Adkins house crew merely 
playing a couple of brief fillers. 

Cohen. 


CARMAN, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 1. 





Clyde 
Downey, 





much 








doubles as m.c., and appears to be 
new at the job. His ballyhoo smacks 
of prepared script, his phrases are 
stilted and he made a couple of glar- 
ing errors in his intros at show 
caught. | 
Curtain raiser is an overture by | 
the band, ‘Hungaria,’ a medley of 
Hungarian tunes, a little too long for | 
the type of aud that patronizes the 
Carman. 

Opening act is the Liazeeds, incor- 
rectly introduced by Basil as the 
‘Yacopis. The troupes, dressed in 
Arabian costumes, goes through a se- 
ries of spectacular, whirling-dervish 
antics, including tumbling, pyramid 
building, cartwheels, handsprings 
and the like. It’s typical bigtent 
stuff and brought salvos from the 
pewholders. 

Charles Carrer, in the deuce, has 
an entertaining magi repertoire 
built around a lot of gadgets from a 
cocktail service. His material is a 
natural for a class nitery. 

Mann, Dupree and Lee, two guys 
and a gal, are a smooth dance trio. 
Their terping is a mixture of mod- 
ernistic stuff (a little over the heads 
of a family-type audience, such as 
this) and Latin steps. Most clicko 
bit is a solo by one of the males, in 
which he weaves across the stage 
simulating a jellyfish. 

What little comedy there is to the 
bill is provided by Nash and Evans. 
The former, a lean, lanky performer, 
resembling Hal Leroy, and his pint- 
sized girl partner, do a comic dance 
turn and some fancy rope-twirling. 
Nash attempts fill-in gagging with 
mild success. Last number, with 
Nash and Evans skipping through 
the loop of the rope simultaneously 
is hampered by the backdrop. On 
two occasions the twirling rope 
struck the curtain and spoiled the 
trick. Nash covered up quickly, 
however, with some fast adlib. It’s 
okay fill-in, but hardly bigtime. 

Final act is Big Top material. The 
Herzogs, five gals. are introduced as 
refugees from Hitlerland. Four of 
them open onstage doing a series of 
spectacular stunts on high trapezes. 
The fifth member appears as a stooge 
in the audience and heckles the act. 
Her antics on a trapeze while trying 
to keep her dress down are particu- 
larly amusing. 

Basil’s crew is well-trained and ac- 
companies the acts surprisingly well. 
Biz at this catching (last show Fri- 
day) was strong. Show and picture 
will be held for two weeks. Regu- 
lar policy at this North Philly indie 
has been split week changes. Shal. 


Paramount, Newark 





Newark, N. J., March 1._ 

‘A Night in Havana’ with Ciro Ri- 
mac orch (11), Carlos Ramirez, Mas- 
ters & Rollins, Nino Vino & His 
Cuban Village La Conga Dancers 


(6), Juanita, Joe Fecher’s House 
Orch (11); ‘Sidewalks of London 
(Par). 





Latins may be lacking in the boy- 
meets-girl finesse, but there’s noth- 
ing missing from their music, as pre- 
sented currently at Adams’ Para- 
mount by Ciro Rimac and a Cuban 
crew that goes the South American 
way from start to finish in 60 min- 
utes of sizzling tropical tempo. 


One might complain that an hour 
of gourds, guitars and gaucho gyra- 
tions is too much, but when Rimac 
uncorks ‘Oh, Johnny’ in conga time 
the consensus out front at this catch- 
ing seems to have been that it was 
worth waiting for. | 

The band also scores in ‘Hold That 





Tiger’ and ‘Rancho Grande,’ but the 
boys are at their best while beating 
out bonafide equatorial tunes behind | 
the vocadancing of Juanita or the | 
undulations of Nino Vino and His| 
Cuban Village La Conga Dancers | 
from the N. Y. World’s Fair. 


Not to be overlooked is the rich | 


baritone of Carlos Ramirez, whose | 
appearance on opening day (1) al- | 
most turned out to be an individual | 
recital. Audience would not let him | 
go after hearing the familiar ‘Sib- | 
oney,’ and he returned to sing ‘Trees’ | 
and ‘Perfidio.’ In contrast to native 
costumes worn by band, Ramirez 
sticks to full dress and makes a dash- 
ing -figure in white tie and tails. 
Highlighting the la conga spot oc- | 
cupied by Vino and his dancers 1s 
their hip-swaying journey through | 
the house, with three striking bru-| 


| turned 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, March 2. 
‘CBS Radio Revue’ with Hugh 
Conover, Le Trees, Jerry Cooper, 
Professor Quiz, Jane Froman, the 





| Hartmans, Roxyettes (16); ‘Dr. Ehr- 


lich’s Magic Bullet? (WB). 





House played smart on this one, 
offering to stage ‘CBS Radio Revue’ 
and bill it as ‘In Honor of WJSV 


Week,’ thus cashing in on hefty pub- 
licity, both over the air and in the 
press, and celebrating radio station’s 
upping to 50.000 watts. Theatre and 
station ballyhoo boys have worked 
together on stunt, even tossing news- 
paper party in advance of opening 
at which they were joint hosts. 
Prof. Quiz makes perfect headliner, 
since WJSV is station on which he 
first launched his query show be- 
fore it hit the networks. 

Clever prolog is worked out with 
WJSV Announcer Hugh Conover, 
who does straight script-in-hand ra- 
dio m.c. job, interviewing three of 
line gals before traveler a la man- 
in-street, getting across background 
info on reason for show and em- 
vhasizing television to justify acro- 
batic and dance acts on bill. Cur- 
tains open on elaborate radio studio, 
pit band on stand at one side, with 
CBS shields and rest of line form- 
ing studio audience. 

The Le Trees have first featured 
spot, getting swell resvonse for their 
log-rolling antics, using board and 
box, all done atop table. Duo’s flash 
finish, working one-high while rock- 
ing on board, got ’em two bows. 
Line, which works offstage earlier, 
returns for fast precision tap, led by 
one of its own gals, Dorothy Proby, 
in novel mass challenge effect. 

Conover returns to go into straight 
radio manner, backed by flashing ‘On 
the Air’ sign, introducing Jerry 
Cooper. whose baritone selling of 
‘All Things You Are,’ ‘Star Dust’ 
and trick lyrics to ‘Rancho Grande’ 
goes over effectively. Prof. Quiz 
follows in cutaway, doing almost 
exact replica of his radio stuff, Mrs. 
Quiz sitting at small table to keep 
score and Lee Little keeping opera- 
tions remarkably smooth and swift 
by selecting five questionees from 
audience. At show caught, John Q. 
Public was a riot. Prof. passes out 
eight silver dollars at each per- 
formance. 

Jane Froman next in powder 
blue tulle and sequins to deliver 
‘Careless,’ ‘It Ain’t Necessarily So’ 
and ‘Begin the Beguine.’ Attractive 
gal’s voice puts her over solidly. 
Line slips on in blue net dresses and 
parasols, falling to sidestage as the 
Hartmans, in tails and green chif- 


fon, take over with their dance 
satire, 
Team’s informal sophistication 


throughout imitation of ‘a new dance 
team trying to make a good impres- 
sion.” parody on a couple of teach- 
ers demonstrating la conga to a night 
club audience (complete with sock 
chatter) and finish with riotous 
kidding of Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ is sure- 
fire every minute, both for jitter- 
bugs and class trade attracted by 
film. Applause for Hartmans lasted 
through entire finale, with full cast 
on for successive bows. 


Biz good. Craig. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 2. 
Ray Vaughn, Hal Menken, Joe 
Termini with Jean Hamilton, Joe 
Clayton, Vina Calvin, House line, 
—" Orch ‘Honeymoon Deferred’ 
( . 








The Tower returns to its estab- 
lished stage policy this week with 
this ‘Rose Garden Revue.’ It adds 
up to a snappy 42-minute layout. 

Line is called on for its usual trio 
of numbers, and the offerings cur- 
rently are above par. The opening 
number, done in a_ pitch-black 
house, with a special single spot 
bringing out the effects of phos- 
phorescent costumes, is a credit to 
production. A figurative thing of bees 
and butterflies and insects in a flower 
garden, it lends atmosphere to the 
show that follows. As lights are 
up, stage is revealed in a 
special garden setting, continuing the 
theme. 

Ray Vaughn wheels his_ white 
xylophone on and tinkles out reper- 


tached. Closing is turned over to 
Joe Termini’s comedy fiddling, banjo 
and guitar strumming, who’s as- 
sisted by Joe Clayton on the har- 
monica and Jean Hamilton with a 
finger-whistling turn. Gal adds vo- | 
caling of ‘Baby Me’ to her bit, and | 
goes over nicely with her baby face. | 
Except for one small vocal chorus, 
Termini holds to pantomine and act | 
is well paced. Line winds up in a_ 
brief tap. 

Return to the policy of band, line 
and imported acts is short-lived. | 
House has Joe Venuti skedded, and | 
some other names are in the nego- 
tiating stage. Quinn. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 








Censorship of the newsreels on the 
war fronts is indicated this week in 
the two clips from Finland by Fox 
and Paramount. Both start with the 
very same scene of Finnish troops 
rushing out of barracks when an air 
raid alarm sounds, but then Fox 
veers off to dead Russiai. soldiers, 
etc., while Par focuses on buildings 


set afire by bombs and an American 
ambulance unit. It suggests either a 
cutting job by the Embassy, or else 
a split of subjects by the Fox and 
Paramount cameramen. 

One of the best war subjects cur- 
rently is Fox’s clip on French 
patrols’ activity on the western front. 
Also Metro’s coverage of the Sino- 
Jap hostilities, including infantry 
and air attacks. Otherwise, the war 
news is very dull, carrying little of 
the punch of the daily newspaper ac- 
counts of activities in Finland. 

On the domestic side, it’s still 
duller, with the exception of Para- 
mount’s analysis of the crack N. Y. 
University basketball team as _ it 
played against St. John’s. It’s fast 
action on celluloid. Other clips are 
the usual rehash, includmg the in- 
evitable ski jumping (Metro), a 
weekly reprise during the winter 
months, and water skiing (Fox) in 
Florida, also too familiar. In the 
same nostalgic vein, Lew Lehr (Fox) 
is handling chimps for a few laughs. 

March of Time’s latest is ‘The 
Vatican of Pius XII,’ a graphic pic- 
torial description of Vatican City, 
the Pope and the great activity by 
Catholocism’s all-highest to promote 
peace. It’s a beautiful ree] done with 
remarkable restraint; an educational 
subject for all creeds. Scho. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Fats Walter’s Orch (6) with Myra 
Johnson, Johnny Hudgins, Gaines 
Acrobatics (4); Earle & Frances, Lo- 
pez & Tondelayo, Jimmy Baskette, 
Bardou Ali House Orch, House Line; 
‘The Llano Kid’ (Par). 








Fats Waller and his supporting 
crew were responsible for the good 
attendance at Friday’s last show 
when caught. Waller’s present or- 


chestra (including himself) is only 
six pieces, plus Myra Johnson, as 
compared with his usual 13. 

Combination consists of a crack 
saxophone-clarinet player, a_ slick 
trumpeter, guitarist, bass fiddle, traps 
and Waller’s piano. Opening is a 
typical swingo conglomeration, fol- 
lowed by ‘Two Sleepy People,’ Wal- 
ler’s top piano contribution. He kids 
the lyrics in an offhand, inoffensive 
way for strong returns. For his or- 
gan, he uses ‘Mood Indigo,’ ‘Deep 
Purple’ and ‘St. Louis Blues,’ last be- 
ing particularly nifty. 

Miss Johnson, vet vocalist with the 
crew, has developed from a typical 
shouter into a first-rate warbler. 


—=z 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Rufe Davis, Shayne & Armstrong, 
Fred Roper’s Lilliputians, Gae Fos- 
ter Girls, Paul Ash House Band; 
‘Bluebird’ (20th). 





Apparently feeling it has a film 
which is predominantly a draw for 
kid trade, the Roxy has pointed its 
show in that direction this week. 
Whether or not the house was cor- 
rect in assuming this to be a chil- 
dren’s picture was difficult to tell 
when caught Friday (1) evening, for 
both kids and their parents seemed 
to be staying away enmasse. There 
can be no doubt, however, that the 
house has lined up a stage presenta- 
tion entertaining for the moppets 
particularly, but also strong for 
patrons of any age. Excellent pro- 
duction given the show by the Roxy 
is by no means a minor factor. 

Large part of the hour’s presen- 
tation is given over to a troupe of 
Lilliputians (New Acts) under the 
aegis of Fred Roper. There are 27 
in the group, all from England. Ex- 
cept for a few, members of the 
troupe lack the personal charm 
that makes some similar groups of 
small-fry strong clicks. They run 
off some fairly entertaining stunts 
and repartee, Lowsver, to compen- 
sate partially, and the Roxy has done 
the rest with its production. 

House has worked its line of 24 
Gae Foster ~ into the Lilliputia. 
Introduction is via a routine on stilts 
by the Foster femmes, so that when 
the little people march out there is 
even more than ordinary contrast. 
Military formations follow, with the 
girls continuing to work on stilts be- 
hind the tinies. A few of the femmes 
are tied into almost every bit by the 
Lilliputians, with the finale es- 
pecially strong. It’s a Dutch scene 
to the tune of ‘In an Old Dutch Gar- 
den,’ sung by a couple of the small 
people. Foster gals are in the back- 
ground on see-saws and also do a 
Dutch boy-girl dance routine with 
the Lilliputians as a windmill spins 
slowly for great scenic effect. 

Rufe Davis, with his standard rube 
manner, heads the rest of the bill, 
which consists only of a dance team, 
Shayne and Armstrong, and the girls 
in an opening number. Davis goes 
through his usual routine of sound 
effects worked into songs for his 
usually strong results. His cap, 
guitar-twanging and innocent farmer 
expression account as much for the 
laughs and mitt-pounding he wins as 
his ability at mimicry. Among his 
best effects is one of those outboard 
motorboats that just won't start. 
Others include sax and clarinet, air- 
plane, Donald Duck, Jew’s harp and 
a flock of other instruments. 

Shayne and Armstrong mix up 
their ballroomology with acrobatics 
for good results. Not exceeding 
graceful, they make up for it wi 
unusual rolls, twists and lifts. Toss 
quite a bit of comedy into several 
of their numbers, too, which is only 
mild but helps their general score. 

Opening number by the line is 
striking and made particularly ef- 
fective via the costurning, which 
consists of a simple black velve 
romper-effect exposing plenty o 
shapely gams. Only thing that lacks 
in the girls’ routine is sufficient kick- 
ing and leg-lifting in precision, a 
major attraction for the customers, 
as they can see such a lony line in 
these antics probably nowhere else 
in the country but at the Roxy and 
the nearby Music Hall, N. Y., a fact 
of which the Gae Foster routines too 
frequently do not make sufficient 
capital. Herb. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 1. 
Horace Heidt Orch (18), Drane 








‘Got No Time’ is in the old familar | 
shouting mood, but ‘Careless’ and) 
‘What Goes Up’ give her a chance to! 
demonstrate her technique at the! 
softer type. Latter and an encore 
give her a chance for slick cross- 
fire banter with Waller. 

Because Waller’s aggregation is | 
small, Apollo is using Bardou Ali's | 
house orchestra in the pit to play 
the stage show. Minimum of cos- | 
tume changes and a superabundance 
of dancing mark the show proper, 


Hudgins’ (New Acts) mimicry. 


bill. 
‘The Marijuana 


Snifter’s Dream’ | 


hich would sag wi | original, 
Huds “ ae ae 4 soned with plenty of laughs. Heidt’s 


brings much original comedy to the breezy personality pervades the pro- 
j | ceedings, which move swiftly. 


should have been the tag for the, for 


Sisters (3), Le Ahn Sisters (4), Bob 
Knight, Larry Cotton, Bobby Hackett, 
Art Carney, (Red) Ferrington, Ber- 


nie Mattinson, Henry Russell, Frankie 


Carle, Fred Lowery; ‘Brother Rat 
and Baby’ (WB). 





Heidt outfit carries the entire en- 
tertainment load on its capable 
shoulders currently, and the results 
are extremely pleasant. Running 
mostly to music, band dishes up 
different trimmings sea- 


Heidt, of course, m. c.s, horns in 
some singing, . piano-playing, 


heir sleek male partners tory of pop songs, highlighting one 

Sobel iy cash customers to join in, by playing with his bare fingers. 
the fun. No takers at this show, but) Finishes on a special rack of liquid- 
plenty of neck-bending and applause | filled bottles—complete with labels 
as sextet toured the aisles. /—from which he likewise tinkles out 
Only non-Latin segment of the tunes, but with glass hammers. Act 





Liazeed Troupe (9), Charles Car- 
rer, Mann, Dupree & Lee, Nash & | 
Evans, The Herzogs (5), Lou Basil’s | 
Orch (10); ‘Girl Friday’ (Col). | 


The Carman returned vaude to its | 
boards this week after a three, 
months’ layoff due to a controversy | 
with the musicians union over the | 
terms of a new contract. The bill 
is almost 100% dummy, with only a 
smattering of chatter between a rope 
twirler and his girl stooge to break | 
the silence. 

The rest is strictly circus stuff—a 
troupe of tumblers, magician, a quin- 
tet of trapeze artisis and a dance 
team. The quality of each act is 
high, but the management could have 
well-used a singer or a comedian to 
“ase the stillness. 

Lou Basil, leader of the pit crew, | 


= 





show is Masters and Rollins. Mascu- js decidedly out of the ordinary. 


torrid dance by Lopez and Tonde- | baton twirling, and clowning. Orch 
layo, agile steppers who've appeared | runs almost entirely to brasses, while 
in downtown night clubs. Audience the three Drane sisters, violinists, 
needed no interpreter to compre-| decorative as well as useful, make 
hend the bumns and gyrations of, up a small, but efficient, string 
Tondelayo. Plenty exotic and type section. Also garnishing the stage 
of terping that clicks best in niteries.| picture are the four good-looking 





line half of the team_works up to| 
dance impressions of Boris Karloff. 
Sonja Henie and a jockey bringing 
a bangtail down the stretch, which 
are okay. Double-jointed femme, 
banks on facial and physical contor- | 
tions for laughs. . } 

Juanita’s vocalizing in native num- 
bers results in pleasant prefacing of 
her dance routines, while Rimac 
drons baton in two spots to help out | 
with song and dance. 

There is a certain sameness to the 
various dance offerings and some- 
times there are seemingly intermina- 
ble rvthmie tunes. It would not 
cramp anybody’s style to cut down | 
routines and pack the whole thing 
into 40 or 45 minues, at which the 
layout would move more smoothly. | 

Biz good. 


Vaughn then steps out to m. c. 
rest of show, but it seems a job new 
to his experience. House is without 


|a regular m. c. since departure last 


week of Barney Grant, who has 
tended the chore past two months. 


|! Vaughn's first effort is to introduce 


Vina Calvin, amateur contest winner, 
who sings a special arrangement of 
‘Indian Summer.’ 

Line is back in a flowery number, 
during which it tosses its bouquets of 
roses, one by one, to the audience. 


This calls for about 12 dozen roses | 


daily, and is getting some good re- 
action from the audiences. 

Middle spot is carried by Hal Men- 
ken in a trio of clog steps. 
specialty. a click, is done on double 
stairs with trap-drum accessories at- 


His | 


They're introduced by an elaborate, | 
futuristic reefer-smoking production ' 
rmumber that’s a credit to Leonard | 
Harper’s careful staging. Lonez and) 
Tondelayo also are on earlier for 
speedv tapping. 

Earle and Frances, tall boy and 
girl team, are fairish tansters who! 
effect minstrel garb. Duo has framed | 
a neat closer, but sameness of rou- 
tines holds them back. 

Gaines acrobatic foursome shows 
| promise, but so far boasts only a few 
original twists, Jimmy Baskette 
does most of ballading for ensem- 
| bles and figures in the one sketch. 
|Ovnening production number proves 
little except that the chorus has 
| learned to sing. \ 
' Biz better than usual. Wear. 





‘opportunity to do a bit. 


Le Ahn sisters, singers, who, clad in 
striking red gowns, sit with the band 
during the performance, Nearly 
every band member is a solo per- 
former in his own right and has an 
Red Fer- 
rington is the outfit’s clown and 
helps to enliven the show. 

Heidt’s ‘treasure chest’ idea from 
his radio program is brought suc- 
cessfully to stage for a big part of 
this stage layout. 

Band has a lively military number 
for a starter, after which Bob Knight 
comes through with pop numbers on 
his electric guitar. The three trum- 
peters are featured in a swing ‘Merry 
Wives of Windsor’ arrangement; 


{Continued on page 55) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (March 8) 
THIS WEEK (March 1) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (7) 
Kanazawa Tr 


Allen & Kent 
Anita Louise 


Cully Richards 
George Hall Orc 
Dolly Dawn 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (8) 
Benny Davis Co 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (6) 

Glenn Miller Orc 

Andrews Sis 

F & J Hubert 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (8) 

Christiani Tr 


Roy Davis 
Regal (8-10) 
Cab CaHoway Orc 
State Lake (8) 
Edgar Kennedy Co 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (8) 

Martha Raye Co 








RKO 








BOSTON 

Keith (7-19) 
Woolford Co 
C Fredericks Co 
Gregory & Raymond 
Geoge Beatty 
Lester Cole Co 

CINCINNATI 

Shubert (8) 
Dave ae Co 

(1) 


Paul Whiteman Ore 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (8) 

3 Dancing Debs 
Don Rice 
Kidoodlers 
Prof Quiz 
Rimacs 


(1) 
Eddie Duchin Orc 
Ray & Trent 7 
Don Cummings 





Callahan Sis 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (8) 

Heney Fam 

Gil & Bern Maison 

Wally Vernon 

Beverly Roberts 

Dead End Kids 

DAYTON 
Colonial (8) 
Marcus oe Co 


Shep Fields Orc 
Ray Davis 


Emmet Oldfield Co 


$3 Dancing Debs 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (9-10) 
Ward & King 
Bellit & Eng Bros 
J & M Mulcahy 
Al Nonnan 


Eddie & Jack Betty | 


Gus Wicke 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Stephen Isles 
Bernie Grauer 
Wally Eames 
Ben Bernard 
Bob Walsh 

Brown Derby 
Kay Parsons 
Henry Fink 
John Steel 
Nellie Durkin 
Eddie Furman 
Al Tucker 
Ragtime Smitty 
Mabel Russell 
Sylvan Green 
Verna Cook 

Cafe Savini 
Maryon Dale 
Maxine Freeman 
Jimmy Savini 
Louis Savini 

Cafe Society 
Joe Sullivan Ore 

Casino Russe 
N Matthey Orc 
De Meranvilles 
Marusia Sava 
Stephen Slepushkin 
Margaret Scott 

Chez Harry 
Harold Oppenheim 
Dagmar Nordstrom 
Frankie Newton Or 

Club Caravan 
Peter Marconi Orc 
Peruli & Perula 
Ann Bronte 





Carlos & Carita 
Ted Lester 
Hotel Biltmore 
Sleepy Hall Ore 
Carlos Cobian Orc 
Phyllis Jeanne 
Johnny Cook 
Paul Dillon 
Ford Harrison 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kave Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Hotel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Orch 
Honolulu Maids 
Hotel Lincoln 
Charley Barnet Or 
Alfonso Chavez Orc 
Mary Ann McCall 
Hetel MeAlpin 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hetel New Yorker 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Giovanni 
Enrico & Novello 
Marion Mann 
Vi Mele 
Hotel Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
Ann Kiess 
Sully Childs 
Mara & Marilynne 




















Radie City 
New 


Via: MARK 





MARCH 7TH 


KAY KATYA AND KAY 


York 


ALLEN AND KENT | 
State, New York 


VARIETY 














| Queen Mary 

| Joe Ellis Ore 

| Consuelo Flowerton 
linda Marrh 

| Jean Mona 

{Nina Allen 

| Dorothy Tanner 


Rainbow Grill 


| Barry Winton Oro 
| Marilynn & Michael 
| Rainbow Room 


| Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Morris King Orc 

! Dolores Andersor. 

|; Una Wyte 

Bob Neller 

Georgie Tapps 
Russian Kretchma 
Gypsy Rita 

Tania 

Simeon Karavaeff 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 
Volodia Katov Orc 


Stork Club 
Charlie Murray Ore 


Beverly Wilshire 


Baron & Blair 
Gus Arnheim Orc 
Biltmore Bow!) 
Nelson's Cats 
Joaquin Garay 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Jimmy Castle 
Madie & Ray 
Lew Hoffman 
Ronald & Roberta 
3 D's 
Alfredo Rhumba Bd 
Dorothy Brandon 
Cafe La Maze 
Annette 
Ray Merrill Orc 
Club Bali 
Robert Bard 
Tom Howard 
Cecoanut Greve 
Dorothy Stone 
Charles Collins 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
_Earl Carroll 
Bob Bromley 
Bob Williams 
Red Dust 
Ray Parker 
Porthole 
Hubert Castle 
Sterner Sis 





Music Hall } 
| 


J. LEDDY 











Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (8) 
Johnny McGee Orc 

4 Squires 
Grace & Nikko 
Paul Sydell 

(1) 


Tommy Tucker Orc 
Ben Yost Co 
Sybil Bowan 
Lowe-Hite & Stan 
Nick Long Jr 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (8Y 
Maurice Spitalny Or 
Dixie Dunbar Co 
Johnny Perkins 





(1) 
Clyde McCoy Orc 


Edmund Lowe Co 
Morton Downey 
4 Collegians 
READING 
Astor (8-9) 
Funzafire U 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (8) 
Ted 7 Ore 


(1) 
CBS Radio Show 
Prof Quiz 
Jane Froman 
Hartmans 
Jerry Cooper 
Gae Foster Gis 
Letrees 
Hugh Conover 


Mercedes Moreno 
Argentina Mia 
Milo Lemus 
Chiquita Venezia 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Floria Vestoft 
Frankie Hyers 
Beale St Boys 
Jackie Gleason 
Jimmy Brewster 
Lilyan Dell 
G Andrews Orc 
Club Gaucho 
Don Miguel Orc 
Marie del Carmen 
Rolande Paucel 
Ramon & Luis 
Tornita & Pepita 
Mona Lisa 
Enrique Vizcaino 


Cotton Club 








Independent 


Louis Armstrong O 
Alan & Anise 
Bobby Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 
Maxine Sullivan 


Adams & Cora 
Hotel Park Lane 
Joe Marinaro Ore 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Henry King Orc 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Ann Francine 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Frankie Masters Or 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Pett! Ore 
Hildegarde 

Hotel St. Merits 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Juan Makula Orc 
Martha Errolle 
Fawn & Jordan 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Chas Baum Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 

B & J Heasley 
Marie de Forest 
Harriette Haddon 





Avis Andrews 
Princess Vanessa 








NEW YORK CITY 
Century (8-10) 
Tony Canzonari 
Carl Nappy Ore 
Music Hall (7) 
Buster Shaver Co 
Kay, Katya & Kay 
Duci Kerekjarto 
Bela Zsiga 
Hilda Eckler 
Nicholas Daks 
Erno Rapee Symph 
(Roxy (8) 
Tiny Town Rev 
Jack Durant 
Paul Ash Ore 
Windsor (7) 
John Boles 
Lew Parker Co 
Ben Cutler Orc 
Toy & Wing 


Trixie 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (7) 

8 Stooges } 


Eric Rhodes 
Howard Woods:Orc 
Eleanore Knight 
4 Comets 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (8) 
& Arnolds 
Marj Gainsworth 
Rufe Davis 
Gae Foster Gls 
State (10-13) 
Vallee & Doreen 
Jack McBride Co 
(One to fill) 


(7-9) 
Ballard & Rae 
Joe E Martin 
H'wood Revels 
CAMDEN 
Towers (8) 
Vanderbilts 
Edith Rogers Dah! 
DeVal, Merle & Dee 








Cabaret Bills : 


Radio Ramblers 


‘12 Lonergan Gls 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (8-10) 

Charles Duncan 


Abbott & Robey 
2 to fill) 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (7-10) 
Bob Howard 


Kenny & Morris 
HARTFORD 
State (8-11) 

Jimmy Fidler Co 

JAMAICA 
Carlton (7-10) 

Henry Armetta 

Cass Daly 

Lennie 
PATERSON 

Majestic (12-14) 

Town & Lee 

LeRoy & Sharp 

(3 to fill) 

(8-11) 

Leroy 

Carr Bros 

Mazzone & Abbot 

(2 to fill) 

PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (8) 

Liazeed Tr 

Charles Carrer 

Nash & Evans 

Herzogs 
Fay'’s (7) 

Starnes & Anavan 

Ross & Page 

3 Murtah Sis 

Slim Timblin Co 

Jean Wade 

16 Lonergan Gis 

Jean Mode 











NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant's 
Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carter & Bowie 

Beachcomber 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Martha Burnett 
Juanita Rios 
Chavez Orc 


Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 





Angelo's Rh’mba | 


Grace & Ch Herbert 


Virginia Gibson 
Billy Cascade 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Bill’s Gay 00's 
Will Oakland 


Charles Stricklan? 


Rudy Madison 


Ethel Gilbert 


Billy Lorraine 


Red Donahue & Uno 


Arthur LeFleur Co 


3 Sophistic’d Ladies | 
Andrew-DeWalt &M 
Dorn Bros & Mary 


Hayton Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzl Scheff 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Joe E Howard 
El Chico 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Soledad Miralles 
Dorita & Valero 
La Gitanilla 
Maria Lopez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Famous Woor 
Will Bradley Ore 
Helen Morgan 
52nd St. Tony’s 
Spivy 
John Sebastian 
Tony Soma 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Irving Fields Ore 
Diana Del Rio 
Jimmy Rae 
Joan Mack 
Chiquita 
Havana-Muadrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Rosita Rios 
Arturo Cortes 
Estela & Papo 
Cesar Tapia 
MaclLovia Ruiz 
Lili Tossa 
Vida Vaidez 
Chino & Pedrito 
Hickory House 
Mike Riley Ore 
DeLloyd McKay 
Hotel Algonquin 
Greta Keller 
John Buckmaster 
Cy Walter 
Bela Berkes, Jr 
+ Frank Arpasi 
, Oscar Schick 
Hote) Ambassador 
(Trianon Koom) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 


























Berniece Stewart 
Lucille La Marr 
Thekia Horn 
Norah Gale 
Hotel Taft 
Ben Bernie Ore 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Empire Room) 
Everett Hoagland O 

Mischa Borr Orc 
Russell Swann 
Gypsy Markoff 
(Sert Room) 
Mischa Borr Orc 
Kew Gardens Inn 
(Kew Gardens, L.1.) 
Harry Horton Orc 
La Conga 
Jose Morand Orc 
Diosa Costello 
Desi Arnaz 
Aida Alvarez 
Elia & Elio 
Florence & Alvarez 
Velero Sis 
Geo Negreti 
Sergio de Karlo 
La Martinique 
Pancho Ore 
Fausto Curbello Or 
Ann Beasley 
Danny Kaye 
Mimi Kellermann 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Nicki Raymond O1: 
Don Marton Ore 
Betty Bryant 
Tisdale 3 
Leon & Edidie's 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 





Emil Colono Bd 
| Jay C Filippen 
Dorothy Henry 
| Russell & Farrara 
| Dan Carthe 
| Melinda De Maya 
Joan Merrili 
!Dana Kent 
| Paul & Paulette 
| Edwards & Arden 
Al Seigal 

Mon Paris 
Larry Siry Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Fenathouse 


'Sigmund Schatz Orc | Paul. Taubman 


| D'Angelo & Porter 
Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Patricia Norman 


Kili Spivak 

Sigrid Lassen 
Place Elegante 

Ernest Franz Orc 

Bill Farrell 

Vincent de Costa 

Art Tubertini 


Bill Brady 
Lolita & Ardo 
Jean Tighe 
Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Orc 
Florentine Garden 
Cliff Nazarro 
Billy McDonald Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 
Elizabeth Martin 
Joe Frisco 


vSammy Wolf 


Sugar Geise 
Jeffrey Gill 
Johnny Black Ore 


Hawalian Paradise 


Princess Luana 
Bob Nichols Ore 


It Cafe 


Kay Gregory 
Bobby Mack Orc 


La Conga 
W Vernon & Rev 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 

H McCreery Oro 

“on & Audrey LeM 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gis 
I, Keller Orc 
Geraldine Ross 
Joey Reardon 
Howard Brooks 


Blackhawk 


Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Adrienne 

Sis & Bud Roberts 
Helen Rogers 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm) 

Californians Orc 

Jeannette 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koon) 
Florence Schuman 
Cecile Pittman 
Hill & Frederick 
Broadmont 
Lydia Harria 
Dot Carlson Gis 
Herbert Roberts 
Francine 
Jane Moran 


Chez Paree 
Ray Bolger 
Ethel Shatta 
Parker & Daniels 
Don Huston 
Ginger Harmon 
Sunny O'Dea 
Lou Breeze Orc 

Club Alabam 
Rio & Rita 
Sadie Moore 
Bee Haven 
Bernard & Henrie 
Bernie Adler 
Effie Burton 


Dave Unell Ore 
Norothv Dale 
Ecaie Roth Ore 
Club Minuet 
Inez Gambel 
Betty Hill 
Alvira Morton 
Art Fischers Orc 
Del Estes 
Cotony Club 
Carmen Cistella 
Alice Cornett 
|Galli Galt 
Enrica & Novello 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Colonimos 
Jack Prince 
Gus Van 
| June St Claire 
| Mil Harris Chaplin 
| Pronaph Gls 
Clab Detisa 
Dorise Bradley 
Sam Theard 
Marion Abernath) 
Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willie 
Charice Isom 





Herb Rudoiphs Orc 


Paullette La Pierro 


Monchito Orc 
Tony Pastor's 

Mario Merin Ore 

Al Green 

Glenda Hope 

Delly McLean 

Lois Maye 

Pat Rosst 


Versuilies 
Charles Reader Orc 
Panchito Orc 
Harrison & Fisher 
Lillian Carmen 


Village Bara 
Sherry Magee Ore 
Red River Dave 
Phyllis Colt 
Nash & Evans 
Lee Sullivan 
56 Tintypes 
Dell O'Dell 

Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Ore 
Marcella Claire 


Arlene Thompson 
Ringo & Harris 





LOS ANGELES 


Bert Lynn Ore 
Phillip Lopez Ore 


Onyx Club 
Ruby Logan 
Garba 
Marie Bryant 
Jonah Jones 
Jackie Williams 
Stuff Smith Ore 


Paris Inn 
Morale Sis & Billy 
George & Nanette 
Dominic 
Marg'rite & M’rtines 
Ken Henryson 
Eric Massey 
Henry Monet 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ora 


Perine’s Sky Room 
John Kirby's Orc 

R’by Foo’s Vendome 
Gordon Henderson O 


Seven Seas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk #haw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al Mclntyre 
E Bush Quartette 

Slapsy Maxtie’s 
Eddie Rio & Bros 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Mary O'Reilly 
Jerry Brandow 
Moore & Lewis 
Red Stanley Orc 

Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lov Sailee Orc 

Swanne Inna 
Ruby Barbee 
Jackson Bros 
Walter Johnson 

Topsy’s 
Broomfi'd & Greeley 
Harlem Rev 
M Marcellino Ore 

Victor Huge 
Pam Caverness 
Jan Garber Ore 

Wilshire Bowl 
Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Ore 
Ruth Robins 





CHICAGO 


Partalle Gl 

Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 


Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Ted Weems Orc 
Marvel Maxwell 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Red Ingle 
Enrico & Noveilo 
Doreen Gls 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 
Paul Rossini 
Frances McCoy 
Jeanne Blarche 
Nino Rinalki Ore 


Franke’s Casino 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 
Loss & Lyman 
Helen Fox 
Kay Karrol 
Tonya 
Buddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Orc 

Gay 90's 
Ginger Woods 
Eddie Danders 
De Nova Twins 
Toby Lee 
Jessie Garwood 
Bob Danders Jr Or 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Toasty Paul Ore 
Nord Richardson 
Patricia Thomas 
Harry’s New York 
Ralph Cook 
Don & Corrine 
3 Moods 
Florenza 
Dimitri & Frances 
Mel Cole Orc 
Three Talents 
Hoveier Gls 

Hi Hat 
Willie Shore 
Ann Lester 
Inga Rore 
Collette & Galle 
Doris; Dupont 
Kretlow Gls 
Jimmy Cassidy 

Ivanhoe 
Rit Kat 4 
Al Trace Orc 
Holly Swanson 


ore 


Helen Sumner 

Kay Recher 
L’Aiglon 

Mary W Kilpatrick 


Eusebio Concialdi 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini 


Hotel La Salle 


(Blue Froat Room) 
Little J Littie Orc 
Kathleen Quinn 





Liberty Ina 


Pinky Tracy 

Roma 

Valerie 

Mary Davies 

John Howard 

Georgia LeReau 

Jimmie O'Neil 

Karl Wiley Ore 
MtLaughiin’s 


Lou Reynolds 
Stan Rittoff Ore 
Millstones 
June Harlin 
Jack Roland Ore 
Carole Abott 
Eitna Riley 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyrter 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Old Heldelberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 
Murray Cctett 
Raonl Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Swiss Hill Billles 
Herbie Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Orin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie G Baker 
Glover & La Mae 
Ifoward Nichols 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 
Sherman Hote) 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Patsy Lu Rains 
Empire Boys 
Jerry Glidden 
(Panther Room) 
Woody Herman Ore 
Carol Kaye 
Benell & Bay 
Slim Gaillard Ore 
Mardoni 
Ntoberts & White 
Carl Marx 


Arcadia 
Barnett & Barclay 
Adele Allen 
Miles & Jo Ann 
William Shannon 
Johnny Carlin Ore 


Benny the Bum 
Raymond 


Martini & Lee 
Honey Chile Lee 
Carole Rhodes 


Chapelle & Hanon 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Jose Dienno Bd 


Cadillac Tavern 


Lillian Chapman 
Bette Hendriques 
Adrienne Gordon 
Audrey Joyce 
Carmen buvallon 
Freddie Shear Ore 
Birns & Burnachi 
Jack Newlon 
Bonnie Stewart 
Billy Hayes Ore 
Doris O'Shea 
Buck & Bubbles 
Eddie Thomas 
Kippy Velez 


Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pat Procelli 
Nikki Nikolal 
Betty Williams 
Franklfe Schluth 
Walt Temple Ore 
Club 15 
Evelyn Bradley 
Leonard Cook 
3 Dancing Debs 
Dorothy Dunn 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
College ina 
Honey Breen 
Klaiss Trio 
Joe Armstrong 
B Casimiergs 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
4 Noveleties 


Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
N. J.) 

Joe Kraft Ore 
June Eldridge 
Starke & Dorne 
Beryl Walker 
Delmonico’s 
Lois Lee 
Larry Tobin 
Serge Flash 
l.ee Bartell 
Pat Chandler 
Sandy Johnson 
Sparky 
(harylss 
Milton Kellems Ore 


Dutkin’s 
| Rathskeller 
| Frank FPontl 
Jewel Ella 
Lola Claire 
Kdith Sandra 
Monya Alba 
Lestie Sis 
Marcella Marchon 
Ann Bennett 
De Mavyos 
Irving Braslow Orc 
El Chico 
Joe Quitello Ore 
Carita 
Colonial 4 
4 Sepias 
Jack Randall 
Paula Montoys 
Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Jotnny Parrish 
Aina Constant 
Beity Carlvle 
Sue Carlyle 
Joan Woods 
Florence Holman 
Juanita Miller 
Denise 
Billy Maples 
Alleen Cunningham 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Dorothy Murphy 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Bianco Ore 
Evergreen Casiny 
Maureen & Nova 
Kay Allen 
| Monty Wolf 
; Countess Monoft 
|} Mildred King 
| Ruth Heiselman 
| Leone Leslie 
Helen Chuckles 
Vee Ames Gls 
Pat Shevlin Orc 
Madelyn Walia: 
Millia Jestrah 
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Silver Cloud 
Betty Saxon 
Hal & Judy Stewart 
Charlie Schuitsz 
Lila Murry 
Ray Steiber Ore 
Ehnor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gie 
Connie Fanslav 
Kay Norre 

Caro) Lord 

Alyse Serf 
Dagmar 

Jackson & Nedra 
Carrie Finnelle 
Ann Valentine 
Joan Wuvds 

Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoll 3 t 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Griff Williams Ore 
Buddy Marino 


Buzie ‘*Q’ 


Yvonne Nova 
Thelma Marlin 
Texas Lee 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 


Swingland 


Johnny Long Ore 
yeorge Gould 

Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gis 


Thempson’s 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
4 Sharps Oro 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharon 

Muriel Joseph 
Rae Collins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Genevieve Val 
Marsh McCurdy 


Yar 
Doriss Wittich Ore 








Janina LaBoda 
Claudia Coralll 


PHILADELPHIA 


1523 Locust 
Betty McKee 
Bubbles Shelby 
Music Hall Gis 
Helen Wilson 
Sunny Ray 
Kay Laverly 
Lorene Rhoda 
Dolores Merrill 
Kings of Swing Or 


Hotel Ben Franklin 
Garden Terrace 


Larry Fotin Oro 
Garden Terrace 


Patricia Barry 
Chris Lamour 
Phil Dixon 
Watty Sherman 


Gay 90's 
Chic Williama Ore 
Kathryn Lord 
Black Eyed Peas 
Nippy Atkins 
Street McKenneth 
May Joy 
Juanita Johnson 
Helen Dorsey 


Gruber’s Hof dsrav 
Johny Bauer 
Mann & Videll 
Nadine 

Monya Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau O 
Marie 


Henri’s 
Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne’s Ore 


Hildebrand’s 
Leslie Sis 
Matto & Therese 
Billy Brill 
Pete Hays 
Lydia White 
Blossom Gis 
Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 
Hobby Lee Ore 
Hildebrand 3 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Roof) 


Al Vierra Ore 


Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Roof) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Romo Vincent 
Karl Leach 
Frank Paris 
Al Bernie 
Josephine Smaliw'd 
Beth Challis 
Josephine Leach 
Grace & Nikko 
Giamour Gis (138) 
Herb Dubrow 
Sally Lamarr 
Mona Reed 
Betty Ann Shor 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Jimmy Blake 


Jam Session 
Billy Kreshmer O 
Freddie Komfield 
Billy Banks 
Jim Thorpe 


Hotel White Way 
(Atco, N. J.) 
Page & Cody 
Garvay 
Dottie Small 
Johnny Kraus Ore 


Latimer Club 
Michael Travis Ore 
Grace Devine 
Jean Sargent 
Beverly Fisher 
Tommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradley 


Lexington Casine 
Mike Jaffree 
Bobby White 
Jackie Brandt 
Clark Sis 

Clifford, Wood & J 
Bay View Gis 
Charlie Gaines Orc 
Rube Eddie & J 


Lido Venice 
Peggy Martin 
Madeleine & Rita 
Harry Wharton 
2 Joyettes 
Frank Page 
Billy Beck 
Betty Barger 
Little Rathskeller 
4 Ink Spots 
Marian Joyce 
3 Heat Waves 
Victor Huge Orc 
Deane & Del Campo 


Al Schenk 
Kenee Villon 
Nelson & Marsh 


Munoa inn 
Bob Ridley 
Wayne Kenon 
Jeanie Niles 
Carlos & Dona 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Dianni Rochelle 
Edythe Sallade 
Dee Doree 


New Leader Cafe 
Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Joe Smythe 
Charlie Stuff Ore 
2 Joyettes 

Roy O'Day 

3 Glamour Gls 
Rose Gillen 

Pegxy LaMarr 


Open Door 


Jean O'Neil 

Andy Russell 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Cashmere Gls 
Jimmy Paul 
Moke & Poke 
Jimmie Rossi 
Buck Calhoun 
Don Anton Ore 


Patumbo's 


Cosmos & Lolita 
Blackbirds 

Marie Latell 

Reds & Curley 
Francis-Allis Gls 
Howard Reynolds O 
Johnny Leary 


Philadelphian Room 


Di Gitanos 
Kathryn Smith 
Fritz Barstow 
Dave Sorin 
Susan Lange 
King's Jesters 
George Howard 
John Ravencroft 
Paul Winnick 


Purple Derby 
Kitty Duval 
Billy Duval 
Marily Dale 
Morty Burke's Ore 
Ann White 
Ann 
Hazel 
Jean Lamarr 
Lillian Russell 
Margie Mealy 
Betty Mealy 
Miss Gormley 


Red Lion fan 
Day Sis 
Ed Chambers Oro 
Kitty Smith 
Jack Griffin 
Sansom House 
Milt Myers 
Ed Stanton 
Buddy Nugent 
Bill Donahue 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Toppers 
Leo Watson 
Rhythm Spirits 
Spatola’s 
Nino Nant 
Jane Greer 
Hal Hoffer 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Fayne & Foster 
DeMay, Moore, 
Jean Ritchey 
Mildred Smith 
Myron Ryan 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Capt Kidd's Ore 
Jess Rogers 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Victoria Vigel 
Spizzie & George 

College Ina 
Norman Brili Ore 
3 Daffydills 
Hy Barron 
Daffy & Lenny Club 
Tess Gardell 
Ralph Lewis 
Myra 
Norman Flate 

Freddie’s Cafe 
Ethelind Terry 
Lenny Kent 
Eddie Barnes 
Kreploy Line 
Freddie Carline Ore 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 

Hanna Grille 
Joy Robinson 
Lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dietz 
Pete Zuma 


Mar 


Book-Cadillac Hotet 
(Book Casino) 


Dot Franey 
Buddy Lewis 

Al Surrette 
Gordon Leary 
Marion Flaixg 
Jack Meyers Orc 
Iceolettes 


(Motor Bar) 
Pritiken Ore 
Bowery 

Lillian Roth 

Vern Wilcox 
Cherry & Phillips 
Jitterbugsa 
Roweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Orc 


Blue Lantern 
Bill Frazer 
Martell & Dawn 
La Comparsita 
Margie Mansell 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Temple & Marie 
Lee Waliers Orc 
Gene Arnold 

Commodore Clul 
Doodles Weaver 
6 Commodorettcs 
Julie Annan 
Libby Langford 
Hark Thomas Or: 

Corktown Tavern 


Harry Jarkey 


Sid 





———<—————=. 


Stork Club 
Pat Kennedy 
Rub'r Legs w 
Clit Conrad 
3 Peppers 
Lloyd & Willig 
Henry Patrick Ore 

Stamp’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Or 
Marvine & White 
seats Williams 

usic Hall Gig 
Peggy Shields 
Jack & Johnny 
Chas King 
Nora Williams 
Vie Karlson 


Gliver Lake Ing 
(Clementon) 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Ore 
George Reed 
Edward Bickforé 
Alyce Raudali 
Grace Hudson 
20th Century 
Marian Allen 
Nolan Bros & Troy 
Bowen Tufts 
Wilma Novack 
Jerry Vance 
Hal Thompson Ore 
Venice Grille 
Ginger Linn 
Dorothea Winters 
Joe Reilley 
Julia Gerity 
Vie Nelson Ore 
Aimee Organ 
Pete Hayes 
2 Joyettes 
\ileanor Norton 
loon Enrico 
Genya Poldt 
Viking Cafe 
Jack Spangler 
Rose Heatherly 
Casver & Roth 
Lee Curtis 
Jimmy Naegra Ore 
Grace O'Hara 
Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Bob Merrill 
Prince Selandia 
Princess Selandia 
Mia Cauha 
Carl & Faith 
Ted & Julia 
Klmer Seltver 
Ilse Hart 
Bruders Alpine Tr 
Rudy Bruder 
Svd Golden 
Pat Sullivan 
Raths'’r Eldoradians 


Wilson's 


Joe Hough, m.@, 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Texas Tommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 

Yacht Club 


Joan Barrie 

Dottie Brennan 
Ann Carroll 

Kenny Kramer 
Roger Patterson Or 


illiame 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Allertea 


Jeanna Lysle 
Joe Rose 


Hotel Cleveland 
Herbie Kay 
Jean Webb 
King Harvey 
Fuzzy Combs 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Hotel Hollendea 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Terry & Walker 
Frances Wills 
Bonners 
Fred Heikell 
|} Frank Ovanin 
| Hotel Statler 
| Frank Gagen Ore 
| Jack & Kddle’s 
T.illian Robertsoa 
Betia Evans 
Joan Dal 
| Ann Starr 
| Sammy Lippmara 
}Arlene Rice Ore 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 





| Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
| Poison Gardner 
Rita White 

Harold Simpson 


Monaco’s Cafe 


Ted, Mary Taft 
| Jeanne Stewart 
Claude Hoagland O 


Southern Tavera 


DETROIT 


| Emil Velazeo 
Famous Door 
| Virginia Ference 
i Jack Elliott 
Beebe Sherman 
| Major Abel 
Nella Saylor 
Frances Paul 
lord & Janis 
Orlando 
6 Vesters 


Ellen Kay 
Dick Haviland 
‘Eddie Bratton Ore 


Hund's 
Mitchell Cowaa 
Frank Young 


Placida Labadle 
Dick Tolentine Ore 


Club Imperial 


Aorine 
Sylvia Tee 
Norm. Priest 


Nub Brown Ore 
London Chop House 
Tubby O'Farrell 
Don Ramon Ore 
Pura Reyes 

Carlos Bspino 


Mayfair 


Kerns 
Irving Spector 
Myra Latl 


Slim 


Roland 





Jet & Mary 
Mack 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Morecce 
Jay Jason 

Rita De Vere 
Shaltley & Nefl 
tenee Hartman 
Carlos Vesta 


Mark Fischer Ure 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Summer Seedings Bringing Better 
Bway Play Crop Than Heretofore 








There is a bigger percentage of 
plays tried out in rural spots last 
summer that are reaching regular 
production this season than hereto- 
fore. Out of 85 try-outs, 10 were 
given the nod as having Broadway 
possibilities. Two have opened on 


the main stem to date and another 
received much managerial attention, 
but expired on the road, while a 
fourth is now in rebéarsal. Product 
of recent summers otherwise had 
been virtually negligent, few ever 
reaching the bright lights. 

Biggest winner ever from the 
sticks is ‘Life With Father,’ now 
cleaning up in New York (Empire) 
and Chicago (Blackstone). Only 
other show from the barns that en- 
tered the Broadway hit class was ‘No 
More Ladies,’ but is not comparable 
to the popularity of ‘Father.’ In 
both instances the authors are well- 
known, whereas most of the plays 
tried out in the sticks were from 
virtual unknowns, ‘Father’ was 
turned out by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse, ‘Ladies’ having been 
written by A. E. Thomas, original 
title having been ‘Home, James.’ 
Both are laugh plays. Significant, 
too, is the fact that nearly six years 
lapsed between the two presenta- 
tions. 

‘Father’ was rated a cinch before 
it was first displayed at Skowhegan, 
Me., but it is credited to the sum- 
mer theatre crop, regardless. Sev- 
eral who read the script offered to 
buy in, but before the play tried 
out there were half a dozen people 
who had invested and no further 
coin was required. 

Play was a first time presentation 
by Oscar Serlin, former Paramount 
talent scout, who by virtue of 
‘Father's’ success leaped from the 
class of a showman without a bank- 
roll to affluence. 

Another play which reached man- 
agerial hands was called “You Can’t 
Eat Goldfish,” which lured Ruth 
Chatterton back to the stage, play 
going on as ‘Tonight We Dance.’ J. J. 
Shubert gave that play unusual at- 
tention and the star was given carte 
blanche, but after being shown on 
road for a number of weeks, it was 
finally shelved. Then came ‘The 
Woman Brown,’ which Warners ob- 
tained and displayed briefly at the 
Biltmore, N. Y. 

Newest from the strawhats of last 
summer to get further attention is 
‘Not For Children,’ now in rehearsal. 
Lead will introduce Ellen Schwan- 
neke, an Austrian exile, who was 
given special permission to appear 
in the stock trial. Continental ac- 
tress comes in with a_ reputation 


Gert. Lawrence Resumes 
In ‘Skylark’ After Illness 


Gertrude Lawrence was unable to 
appear in ‘Skylark,’ Morosco, N. Y., 
last Wednesday (28), attraction lay- 
ing off the entire week. Star suf- 
fered an attack of influenza. Show 
relighted last night (Tuesday), there 
being no Monday performances. 

Cost of the lay-off was around 
$2,700, sustained by the show man- 
agement (John Golden). Principal 
expense items were house rent and 
pay of stagehands, there being two 
sets of department heads. 


Goetz Makes Deal With 
Equity Which Will Pave 
‘People’s’ B’way Entry 


E. Ray Goetz, who returned from 
the Coast recently, went to Holly- 
wood last week after making an 
agreement with Equity to pay the 
claims of actors who rehearsed in 
a play called ‘Star Dust,’ which was 
abandoned. Through the deal with 
Equity, the showman will not be 
hampered in his plan to brin« ‘Meet 
the People’ from the Coast to Uroad- 
way. Revue is in its third month at 
the Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

Goetz is to pay 25% of the claims, 
which date back to 1931, before he 
presents ‘People,’ and he also agrees 
that one-fourth of his interest in the 
revue is to be turned over to Equity 
until the total amount, around $8,000, 
is taken care of. The agreement 
covers only ‘People’ and should Goetz 
embark on other legit activities, he 
would be required to again satisiy 
Equity until the ‘Dust’ claims are 
fully paid off. Manager was in Eu- 
rope for an extended stay and ex- 
plained that his representative here 
did not fully acquaint him of the 
obligation about the abandoned show. 

‘People’ may be the first spring 
musical arrival. Initial major mu- 
sical, ‘Higher and Higher,’ 
in New Haven Thursday (7) and goes 
to Boston next week, being due on 
Broadway the early part of April. 


PLAGIARISM SUIT 
VS. ‘STAGE DOOR’ 


Madge Christie, authoress, filed 
suit Saturday (2) in the New York 
Federal court seeking an injunction, 











on the claim that the play, ‘Stage 





abroad. 
there, having conducted a cafe pat- 
ronized by professionals. 

Among the _ listed possibilities 
which may be heard from are ‘The 
Bo Tree,’ ‘We Three’ and ‘Indian 
Summer.’ Latter is by Owen Davis, 
but before it will be considered his 
adaptation of ‘The Norths Meet Mur- 
der,” based on stories on which 
Richard Lockridge, drama critic for 
the N. Y. Sun collaborated with his 
wife, Frances, may be produced. 


Agents Ask Equity To 


Reconsider MCA License. 


Request that Equity reconsider its 
grant of an agent's license to the | 
Music Corp. of America was made | 
yesterday (Tuesday) by the Theatri- | 
cal Artists Representatives’ Assn., | 
legit agents’ group, through its | 
president, George Goldsmith. Equity | 
council, which received the request, | 
deferred decision on the matter for. 
two weeks. 

According to Goldsmith, MCA is | 
not qualified to receive an Equity 
license on the grounds that its pri- 
mary concern is with bands and 
types of entertainment other than le- 
git, that it is also an employer as 
well as an agent for talent, and that 
it is not equipped to represent legit | 
actors satisfactorily. 








Dennis O’Keefe’s Legiter 
Hollywood, March 5, 


Dennis O'Keefe arranging a 
leave of absence from his Metro film 


is 





Her father was well-known | 


Door,’ was a deliberate piracy of her 
|play, ‘Thru the Looking Glass,’ 
| written in 1930 in collaboration with 
| Renita Randolph. The defendants in 
the action are Sam H. Harris, George 
|S. Kaufman, Edna Ferber, Double- 
day, Doran Co., Ine, and 
Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 

Miss Christie asserts that in 1935 
Miss Randolph assigned her interest 
in the play to her. In 1931 the play 
| was submitted to Sam Harris for 
| consideration and was rejected. It 
jis asserted that all the other de- 
| fendants read it while it was in Har- 
ris‘ possession. 

Doubleday, Doran is sued for an 
injunction and accounting of profits 
on the book, putlished by them, 
based on ‘Stage Door.’ 


Berle Now Getting 10% 
Of ‘Lawyer’s’ Gross 


Milton Berle, featured lead in 
‘See My Lawyer. at the Adelphi, 
N. Y., has been given a new salary 





arrangement by George Abbott, pro- | 


ducer of the show, so the comedy 
will continue at least until April 1. 


Thereafter it will be on a week-to- | 


week basis. Comedian now gets 
a straight 10% of the gross, without 
a guarantee. He was previously on 
a sliding scale starting at $200. 

As long as he had a sponsored radio 


series, Berle was willing to stay with | 


the show in New York on the former 
salary arrangement, but when the 
program was dropped Berle wanted 
to take ‘Lawyer’ on the road, where 
the expected higher gross would in- 
crease his pay. However, the box- 


contract to take the lead male role! office takings went up two weeks 
in the Broadway production, ‘No| ago, so with a straight 10‘ slice, 
Time Like the Present.’ | Berle is now figured likely to pull 

Play, written by Paul Gerard ' down about $400-$750 a week. ‘Law- 
Smith, will be produced in the fall|yer’ can’t operate on a pros: of 


by Alex A. Aaron. 


j}under $4,000. 





opens | 


accounting of profits and damages, | 


the | 


‘through Sam _ Gerson 
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LEAGUE CALLS OFF 
CONFAB—NO QUORUM 


Scheduled meetings of the League 
of New York Theatres board of di- 
rectors was called off last week 
when a quorum failed to show up. 
One of the matters to be handled is 
to name a replacement to fill the va- 
cancy created by the death of L. 
Lawrence Weber. Board consists of 
14, evenly split between producers 
and managers who operate or own 
theatres. Weber was rated a pro- 
ducer and a showman of that group 
will be named. 

For the second successive week 
there was no ticket code enforcement 
meeting at the League office, but 
there will be a session Friday (8) at 
which time at least four brokers will 
appear to explain charges of fresh 
violations. Brokers seemed undis- 
turbed at such reports, saying that 
big business is about finished for the 
season, 

Monday (4), when a sleet storm 
raged, business in the agencies was 
as dull as a day in midsummer. 








DRIVE FAILS 
TO CLICK 


Move to ‘organize audiences’ in 
suburban New York, which has been 
proceeding for the past month, has 
not shown appreciable results to 
date. Meetings were held in several 
Westchester communities, including 
Bronxville and Scarsdale, circulars 
being sent residents in advance, out- 
lining four different proposals, all 
designed to make _ theatre-going 
easier. Circulars also list the various 
theatres and attractions in directory 
fashion, each indicating when tickets 
are available. 

In ticket agency circles the move- 
ment is not regarded as feasible, 
having been tried before by a large 
broker who had tie-ups with local 
newspapers. The idea was dropped 
when the overhead became _ too 
heavy. Boxoffice men observe that 
the only reaction they have dis- 
cerned is that patrons have been 
| more exacting as to the location of 
| tickets sought. 

Brokers add that promises that 
tickets for the hits are presently 
| available often results in disappoint- 
| ing prospective customers. They say 








| people want to attend shows at their | 


| own convenience and not be tied 


down to fixed dates, such as set} 


| 

| forth in the circulars, for weather 
| may make it difficult to reach the 
| city. 

| Washington’s Birthday’s fine 


| weather is cited as demonstrating | 


the attitude of theatre-goers. That 
| matinee, biggest in years, found the 
agencies thronged with customers 
| glad to get tickets regardless of lo- 
cation. Some brokers got rid of 
| allotments as quickly as possible, 
bq their premium from 75c. to 
ce. 


LEGIT BUILDUP 


Intra-Equity Controversy Decried; ie 
Dowling Quits as Council Appointee 





See Pages 2 and 3 


Additional news of interest to, 
or bearing upon, legit will be 
found on pages two and three. 

This applies in particular to 
important personality stories. 


Equity Delays Decision 
On Frances Farmer’s 


Quitting “Sth Column’ 


Case of Frances Farmer, who 
walked out of ‘The Fifth Column’ 
during rehearsals, which brought 
about charges against her by the 
Theatre Guild, is one of the most un- 
usual ever handled by Equity’s 
council. Because of the circum- 
stances, no decision was made last 
week on the claim of the manage- 
ment that it be reimbursed two 
weeks’ salary. Intimated early this 
week that the Guild was not dis- 
posed to press the charges, which 
could result in suspension. 

Miss Farmer was replaced by 
Katherine Locke in ‘Column,’ which 
opens at the Guild, N. Y., tonight 
(Wed.). Stated that the actress was 
emotionally upset because of cer- 
tain incidents in her personal affairs 
which led to separation from her 
husband, Lief Erickson. Latter was 
in ‘Margin for Error,’ but joined 
‘Higher and Higher,’ opening out of 
town Thursday (7). Impelled with 
the idea of getting away from per- 
sons who were aware of the situ- 
ation, she fled to the Coast, re- 
turning when Equity ordered her to 
answer the charges. 

Miss Farmer has been identified 














;with the Group Theatre, appearing in 


several of their attractions, but she 
was not cast for Clifford Odets’ 
‘Night Music,’ reasons being similar 
to those that caused her to abruptly 
leave the cast of ‘Column.’ ‘Music’ 
has been getting mild business at the 
Broadhurst and is announced to close 


| Saturday (9). 





Indict Fred Ellis 


Ballston Spa, N. Y., March 5. 

Fred Ellis, who was associated in 
the operation of the Spa, summer 
theatre at Saratoga Spring, has been 
indicted by the grand jury for first 
degree grand larceny. He is charged 
with a shortage of $2,232 during the 
| stock season. Hope Lawder, who op- 
| erated the theatre with Ellis, testi- 








} 


sort next summer, eharged that the 
missing amount mostly represents 
admissions tax money. 

Accused was released under $2,500 


last fall when charges were filed. 
Alleged that the missing coin was 
dissipated at roulette and at the 
| Saratoga track. 








Chi House Shortage Ties Up Opening 


Shuberts Take Over Old Studebaker 


Chicago, March 5. 
With the greatest 1egit season here 
in years, the loop is facing its first 
threat of theatre shortage in more 
than a decade. 
is now occupied, with the out-of- 


the-way Blackstone having been re- | 


Every loop theatre | 





'Mamba’s Daughters’ 


May Relight in N. Y. 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ may _ be 


habilitated by Oscar Serlin with ‘Life | brought back to Broadway by Guth- 


With Father.’ 

Shortage is keeping a number of 
| shows, which would otherwise have 
been in town already, on the roa 
while waiting for an opening here. 

At present the four loop houses, | 
Granda, Erlanger, Selwyn and Harris | 
are booked solid into May. 


| shortly 


rie McClintic for a 
date at pop prices. 


spring repeat 
Aitraction made 


Empire, N. Y., engagement ending 
after the World's Fair 
opened. Show was scheduled to re- 


The | light in New York, but went to the | 


| - . . : iad 
Blackstone is set for a run of many | T0ad and has been touring since 


weeks. 
Such a condition is forcing other | 


| September. 


‘Daughters’ is the first colored cast 


producers to try the Serlin stunt of | drama to register in a long time. It 
attempting to relight houses which | brought the warbling Ethel Waters 
have been practically out of the le-; to the dramatic stage and her first 


git picture for years. 


here, 


Shuberts, | appearance 
have | tracted much attention. 


in a 
Group of 


vr 


fied against him. Miss Lawder, who | 
will have the stock house at the re- | 


qd, a goci showing last season at the) 


Differences of opinion continue 
within Equity over the appointment 
of replacements to the council for 
three months, naming of Eddie 
Dowling being the principal bone of 
contention because of his actor- 
manager status. Stung by criticism 
Dowling withdrew his acceptance of 
the appointment. Council members 
and other leaders of the association 
were rather outspoken in backing up 
their selections. 


It has been proposed that Dowl- 
ing be named a regular candidate 
for the council, so in that way the. 
general membership would decide on 
his qualifications and thereby elimi- 
nate the small number of objectors 
who gave voice to their opinions 
without knowledge of the facts. 
Dowling had accepted the appoint- 
ment with undisguised enthusiasm, 
saying it was an honor to be of the 
council. Early this week he was dis- 
posed to drop the whole matter. 

Stated at Equity that there have 
been any number of actor-managers 
as councillors. Among those named: 
Walter Hampden, George Arliss, 
Henry Miller, Katharine Cornell, 
Leo Ditrichstein, Sir Guy Sianding, 
Jane Cowl and Walker Whiteside. 
Pointed out, too, that there is nothing 
in the constitution which would bar ° 
actor-managers from such _ posts. 
William A. Brady is an Equityite, 
though essentially a producer, but is 
not of the council. There are sev- 
eral others distinctly on the man- 
agerial end who also belong and are 
in good standing. 

Figured that in Dowling’s case he 
probably would not have attended 
most of the council sessions between 
now and the annual meeting and 
election, it being assumed that ‘Time 
of Your Life’ (Guild, N. Y.) will go 
on four in the spring. He produced 
that play in association with the 
Theatre Guild and will similarily 


{Continued on page 50) 


MPLS. SQUAWKS 
NOT ‘NUF LEGIT 


Minneapolis, March 5. 


Local civic leaders and drama 
editors are wrought up because legit 
roadshow attractions are passing by 
the city, although coming as close 











} 
| 


as St. Paul, Des Moines and Sioux 
City, ete. 

Pointing out that ‘Minneapolis, it 
would seem, is something of a parish 


|in the legitimate field of endeavor,’ 
| Ear] 


N. Pomeroy, Tribune drama 


|editor and the city’s leading author- 


S; 


: | j : k N 
bail. He was picked up in New York i ity on apeken years, ae ey ee 


booking offices to task on a radio 
broadcast symposium that included 
|W. J. McNally, the latter a play- 
| wright-novelist, and one of the 
Tribune’s owners. 

Elizabeth Quinlan, owner of one of 
the city’s leading stores and a mem- 
ber of the Civic Theatre committee, 
declared Minneapolis is not helpless 
as far as getting stage drama is con- 
cerned. She advocated a Jocal group 


authorized to speak to New Yoik 
producers for Minneapolis as a 
whole.’ 

Although Minneapolis is a much 


better show town than St. Paul and 
attractions of every sort invariably 
gross much more here than in the 
other Twin City, ‘Mamba’s Daugh- 
ters’ will play two nights in the St. 
Paul Auditorium March 11 and 12 
and pass up Minneapolis entirely. 
Lyceum theatre here had several 
previous bookings for that night 
which could not be cancelled. 

Four of the six attractions to play 
the Lyceum this season—Lunt and 
Fontanne in ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ 


'*Tobacco Road,’ Katherine Cornell 


and Maurice Evans—did virtual ca- 


pacity business in the 2,300-seat 
| house. 
Speaking before the Woman's 


straight part at-' 


Club last week, John Mason Brown, 
New York Evening Post drama 
critic, said ‘the inflammability of 
Tallulah Bankhead in ‘The Little 
Foxes’ explains why theatres have 


‘asbestos curtains; Maurice Evans is 
! 


worked out a booking deal for the | theatre patrons took excepiion to its | 
Michigan avenue Studebaker theatre, | press, particularly the notices in 4 


formerly ace legit spot which has | leading daily, and inserted an extra 
been in the background for the past | ad announcement, commending the 
six veurs. Gerson left for New | show. A second and more favorable 
York yesterday (Monday) to set! review of the play by the same 


shows for the house, 


| scribe followed. 


the all-male Hamlet of our time; 
Ethel Merman has hidden in her 


| throat one of the finest calliopes on 


Broadway, and Carmen Miranda is 
the best thing to have come out of 
Cordell Hull’s good neighbor pro- 


gram with Latin America. 
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Plays on Broadway 





THE WEAK LINK 


presented at the 





Comedy in three acts 
Golden, N. Y¥., March 4, 1940, by Chester | 
Erskin in association with Philip Adler; ) 
written by Allan Wood; staged by Erskin,; 
setting by Harry Horner. $3.30 top. 


' 


Matt King......cccccssccceeees Lloyd Cough | 
FRosseti.....cccccccccccsccerers Don Costello 

Mr. Franklin...ccccccesesers: Hugh Rennie | 
Doc Morin.....ccccecs eseee Kdmund Dorsay | 
Swede Larsen...ccesceseeeeeeess Ray Mayer } 
Peter Mason....cecess eeseeesHume Cronyn | 
Gale Roberts...-.«- oosseceess Peer rence | 
Red Connelly.....+eeee eccecceces Grant Mills 

State Policeman....seeeee e+ Selden Bennett 

Policeman........ccsccccccecces Albert West | 





' 


Mildly divertin crook’ meller | 
which would stand a better chance | 
if possessed of more laughs. t) 
misses because of early comedy weak- 
ness, though setup is such to permit 

rofitable operation at moderate tak- 
ings, performance being acted in one 
set by limited cast. 

Author, who is known in radio, 
did not seem to make up his mind 
about developing the comedy end of 
the story. Instead, he appears to 
have given more attention to the 
crook characters. 

Hero is a young genius with a 
fiair for solving problems, character 
being reminiscent of the clairvoyant 
selector of winning nags in ‘Three 
Men on a Horse.’ He wanders into 
the office of the Bankers Protective 
Assn., a phoney outfit run by theires | 
intent on robbing the bank down- 
stairs. He explains that he can de- 
vise ways to outwit robbers, but also 
to filch a $100,000 payroll about to 
be deposited, because there is a 
weak link to all protective measures. 
Boy outlines a plan to grab the coin 
and when the yeggs agree that it 
sounds okay, two plan ridding them- | 
selves of the others and one is 
bumped off in an ante-room. 

The story could have been more 
quickly told, though, as it is, the 
play is shorter than average. It 
appears that the second act was 
lengthened with details that delay 
the action. The genius shows his| 
skill as a checker player, manages 
to put a sleeping potion in the gang- 
sters’ coffee and is just about to 
escape with his fiance, who has been 
detained with him, when the head 
of the gang stalks in. 

Through a trick that is too simple, 
word is gotten to the cops, a note 
being pinned on the back of one 
bad man who is sent on an errand. 
This can only go in a story book. 
Plan of the lad almost results in a 
successful robbery, but the men who 
enter the bank ‘fizzle their part. 
Through a dictaphone device they 
are heard planning to kill off the 
remainder of the gang. Chief crook 
flourishes a tommy gun and maga- 
zine rifle, but rushes to a fire escape | 
at the kid’s direction, then falls to 
the ground. There are no steps— 
that’s the weak link of the getaway. 

Hume Cronyn stands out as the 
lad who always discovers the weak 
link. He was on the road in a 
‘Horse’ company, so is familiar with 
that type of part, which he plays 
very well. The crook parts are in 
good hands, too, as played by Lloyd 
Gough, Don Costello, Edmund Dor- 

say, Ray Mayer and Grant Mills. 
Peggy French is the only girl in the 

cast. She is liked. Ibee. 








Leave Her to Heaven 


Drama in three acts (seven scenes) by 
John Van Druten. Stars Ruth Chatterton: 
features Edmond O’Brien. Staged by Auriol 
Lee. settings by Watson Barratt. Presented 
by Dwight Deere Wiman. at Longacre. 
e. o Feb. 27, °40; $3.30 top ($4.40 open- 
ng). 


Madge Monckton.......... 


Ruth Chatterton 


BEOWOEt IU cccoescctenbe 1 Brie ; Oy ‘a: i iti 

BAP. BMONCKON ..ciccncss PE ay Bok noe] Page pte Re Erith centole ba other cities almost as often. Even 

Pe, COMBA .ccccsceewsare rancis C : : : : -ni ¢ d 

Mr. Henstridge.......... TAG. Andrews | is, ordered back to service because . ile ee eee a 

Mrs. Henstridge........0+-- Esther Mitchell Of the war. : et ee ne Ee eee 

Grace Henstridge. .....+++- Hilda Plowright | Others include a young artist who | Seen it three times. Phenomenal in 

Morga beoseerssesooneneeses Simons Stevens cannot get into the mood to paint; show business history is the fact that 

Martin Reardon............. Neil Fitzgerala | Dis petulant wife who can’t make up | it frequently does better business on 

Mrs. Lake....seseeeeeseseeeees Bettina Cerf | her mind whether she loves him or | third or fourth return than in earlier 

David. ascsrtsseeseeeees 3° 5ghiaon Gorst not; an Italian baroness and her | gates 

Ae et ssscesceeeseeede J a‘colin Dunn current affair, also an American hi 

Second Officer......ssssesee. William Pack ‘ y : shri 4 i 

Mr. Rolleston....cccscees..- Franklyn Fox | Middle-aged actress who has been b cae ta oe ce oe 

Mrs. Williams. ..ecssvseee: Margaret Moffat |Consorting with the author. Some are | P0nanza_ good for anywhere from 

ecene sia seetenesss aaeee Sothern |inclined to curse now and then, but | four to 10 years yet—they’re count- | 
HOTS. cee rcsccsccccccccsce 2owe zilmore | New Yorkers can hardly be shocked | ing on new generations for audi- 





During his five-year absence from 
Broadway, John Van Druten seems 
to have worked himself into a dire 


frame of mind. Maybe he’s spent the | 


time poring over a stack of penny- 
dreadful shockers. Or maybe he’s 
just spent the time. Judging by his 
newest effort, ‘Leave Her to Heaven,’ 
it must have been the latter. The 
play takes up that ancient question 
of the wages of sin. The answer is 
still the same, but this time all the 
tremolo stops are out. It’s tough to 
take. 

According to the dope, the story is 
based on an actual case taken from 
the London police files. As such, it 
can’t be questioned as fact. But it’s 
never believable in the theatre. Not 
only unbelievable, but hokey, trite 
and painfully dull. Like some other 
dramas this season, ‘Leave Her to 
Heaven’ reflects the ‘Little Foxes’ in- 
fluence. But while the latter show 
was unpleasant, it wasn’t dull. 

Easy to see why Ruth Chatterton 
accepted the leading part. It’s a long 
one, with considerable range, several 
showy scenes and, as far as anyone 
could reasonably tell in advance, 
might offer an admirable vehicle for 
a reappearance after 15 years. But 
the character of the 40-ish woman 


whose jealous young chauffeur-lover 
murders her aging husband doesn’t 
gain sympathy, and thereby fails to 
carry the play. The part gives the 
star the ‘Madame X’ sort of suffering 
depravity with which her film roles 
identified her. She gives a perform- 
ance of great insight, versatility and 
skill, although occasionally she is in- 
audible. But it’s all tossed away on 
a tawdry script. 

As the youthful murderer, Edmond 
O'Brien returns to the stage after a 
brief stay in Hollywood, turning in a 
clear and thoroughly believable per- 
formance that bridges the extremes 
of tenderness and passion in the part. 
Reynolds Denniston imparts convic- 
tion to the simple part of the hus- 
band, while Hilda Plowright is like- 
wise effective in the unvaried role of 
a loyal servant-friend. Others are 
more or less standard meller per- 
formances in stereotype English mel- 
ler parts. Auriol Lee’s direction 
vitalizes some scenes, but is appar- 
ently baffled by others. Watson Bar- 
ratt’s settings for the first two acts 
are workmanlike and decorative, but 
those for the third act are common- 
place. ‘Leave Her to Heaven’ isn’t 
for this world, anyway. Hobe. 


THE BURNING DECK 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Elliott, N. Y., March 1, 1940, by Jack 
Small: written by Andrew’ Rosenthal; 
staged by Robert Milton; setting by Harry 
Horner; $3.30. 


aptain Applegate....sseseee-: Dennis Hoey 
ae 90beeneessetes Ivan Triesault 
Don Juan.....cccccccccscccsoed Alfred Hesse 
Jaffrey Brandt......ssseeeee Russell Hardie 
Baroness Maude de Rossi...... Marion Mill 
Niki De Vobourg.....-++eee-- Gregory Gaye 
Rex Wolfson.....ccereccoves Onslow Stevens 
Margaret Baves....cecsecsereess Edith King 
Cornelia Lauren....scccecesseess Vera Allen 
Roby Lauren......eesee cee ces George Lloyd 
Nina Bramdt....cecceccesersess Zita Johann 
Raphael......ccccccecscsees Frank Downing 
Ava ANdruS...ccccccccccccccees Mary Howes 
A Native Boy...cccccccccces George Calvert 





From the title it might be inferred 
that the show is hot or melodramatic, 
but the performance is enervating, 
new manager with the author’s first 
play having dallied with an in-be- 
tweener that has little qualification 
for the Broadway list. 

Labelling of the play is not the 
only deceptive feature of ‘The Burn- 
ing Deck,’ for it is difficult to _dis- 
cern just what it’s all about. First 
night impression was that a collec- 
tion of assorted neurotics had been 
grouped in the patio of a hotel on a 
balmy Mediterranean island for no 
special purpose. Philip Barry had 
the same idea (‘Hotel Universe’), but 
while the latter’s writing was su- 
perior he, too, was secretive about 
his intent. 

‘Deck’ tried out in Columbus, O., 
and was listed for this week’s debut 
card, but it was decided to advance 
the opening to last Friday (1). Set- 
ting is effective, designed to slope to- 
ward the audience and is brightly 
lighted. Costuming is tasteful for 
the most part, with the distaff end of 
the cast sporting slacks and decora- 
tive bathing suits. 

Concerns a successful author from 
London who was once married in 
Davenport, Ia., wife turning up in 
some manner with her 19-year-old 
son whom the father had not seen 
since he was an infant. Boy has the 
urge to write and after some quib- 
bling, mother leaves the lad on the 
| island to have his fling at the type- 
writer without interference, father, 
like most others, leaving the spot 

without revealing his relationship. 
Remaining, too, are a girl, apparent- 
ly doomed to die from some malady, 











|that way. Laughs are at a minimum 
| and what drama there is seems to 
| stamp the play further as 1 medioc- 
| rity. 

There was some difficulty in spot- 
ting an actress in the part of the ill 
pianist, Mary Howes: taking over 
when Haila Stoddard was rushed to 
a hospital in Bethlehem, Pa. Zita 
Johann is one of the more familiar 
names, playing the artist’s wife, 
hardly an attractive part and not the 
femme lead—just who is seems a 
question. Onslow Stevens is believ- 
able as the author. Dennis Hoey is 
the captain, a lazy part. Russell 
Hardie is the dissatisfied artist. 
| George Lloyd, as the juvenile, may 
| get somewhere. Others who try to 
| make the play acceptable theatre are 
; Onslow Stevens, Marion Mill, Edith 
| King and Vera Allen. 
| (Withdrawn Saturday after three 
performances; printed for the rec- 
| ord.) Ibee. 


| VEILLER’S 1ST IN 2 YEARS 


| Bayard Veiller has completed a 
new play called ‘The Girl Who Used 
| Her Thumb,’ central character said 
'to be a femme who practiced hitch- 
hiking. It is the first play the dra- 
matist has written in two years. 











College Play 
There Was a Young Man 


Princeton, March 1. 

Presented by the Princeton Theatre In- 
time, Princeton University undergraduate 
organization. Modern comedy in three acts 
by Robert F. Wallace, ‘41. Directed by 
Robert Perry, with setting designed by 
Simeon Hyde. At Murray Theatre, Prince- 
ton, N. J., Feb. 26, ‘40. 











John Kennedy........-..+++4 Albert Penalosa 
Mike Kreevich.....c.cceces Hugh Houghton 
Alicia Kennedy....e..eees. Irina Alexander 
Aunt Nancy....ccrcee eocene Jeanne Budding 
George Darrow.....cccccseccers John Heffron 
A. Pendleton Biddle..........-. c. F. Davis 
i. Prreriver rrr ri Gilbert Hahn 
OS reer et ree David Anthony 
OT ET eer rer re a Te 
Telegraph Boy........-. T: J. Wertenbaker 





Princeton Theatre Intime (not to 
be confused with the Triangle organ- 
ization which annually turns out its 
song-and-dance capers) this year 
turns to the field of drawing room 
comedy for its original production, 
but the results are sadly below par. 
A first night audience, composed 
mainly of undergraduates, greeted 
the production of ‘There Was a 
Young Man’ enthusiastically, but the 
lay is not the advanced, spontane- 
ous work that should be expected 
from Intime. 

‘There Was a Young Man’ belongs 

to an era which Noel Coward dom- 
inated 15 years ago. It is the same 
type of material which F. Scott Fitz- 
gerald, another Princeton man, wrote 
into his post-war novels with great 
success. But is hardly the type of 
play which would take Broadway by 
storm today. 
Robert F. Wallace, '41, of New 
York, is the playwright whose pro- 
duction was chosen from among a 
score of plays submitted by under- 
graduate writers. The sketchy out- 
lines of a plot involve a capable but 
frivolous young author who finds it 
convenient to let his wife support 
him in the luxury to which she was 
accustomed. After writing the first 
chapters of 16 novels and then losing 
interest in each, he plans to compile 
an anthology of slogans, rhymes and 
philosophies gleaned from the walls 
of public washrooms. The marital 
mixups that ensue as the wife at- 
temps to reform her husband afford 
endless opportunities for comedy, 
most of which are muffed. There is 
an occasional hearty laugh among 
the lines, but most of them. intended 
to be risque, are closer to the ribald. 
_ Most of the production’s woes lie 
in the book. The acting is far bet- 
ter. Irina Alexander and Jeanne 
Budding, both of whom have had 
considerable summer stock training, 
add freshness and charm to the 
feminine roles. John Hedron and 
C. E. Davis, in comedy roles, are 
excellent. But Albert Penalosa, 
playing the male lead, throws too 
many mannerisms into his part to 
be convincing. 

High spot of the entire production 
is a short scene in the second act in 
which Davis, portraying the inebri- 
ated banker, is forced to retire by 
his insurance company. Rosen. 





Inside Stuf—Lesit 


That tables have ears was awkwardly interpreted to a producer who 
was discussing a forthcoming revue with a stager. A gag writer wag men, 
tioned and the producer brushed him off by saying he was ‘too dated’ 
When the producer got back to his office he found a wire from Hollywooa 
repeating the conversation word for word, and waxing indignant that the 
producer should pan its sender, the gag writer, for being too dated, 
What happened was that a couple of gals, adjacent to the Hote) Asto: 
(N.Y.) bar where this discussion had taken place, knew the writer wired 
him pronto, and the latter wired back to the producer forthwith, taking 
umbrage. 








Jack Small, who made his debut as a manager last week with the 
sentation of ‘The Burning Deck,’ Elliott, N. Y., is a cousin of Sidney Kinoe. 
ley, dramatist, who again turned producer this season with ‘The World W 
Make,’ which was financed by Warners. Kingsley’s only other producing 
effort was ‘10,000,000 Ghosts’ a couple of seasons ago. He also wrote and 
staged it, two chores he also handled on ‘World.’ 

Andrew Rosenthal, who authored ‘Deck,’ is from Columbus, O., and it jg 
understood his kin invested $5,000 in the production. His stepfather Owns 
Lazarus, biggest department store in Columbus, where the play tried out. 
It drew a severe press. Opened Friday and exited Saturday. 





Will of the late L. Lawrence Weber names his brother, I. N. 
and William Klein as executors. Amount of the estate has not y 
fully determined, but it is understood that his son, L. Lawrence Weber 
Jr., is chief beneficiary. To protect the latter’s financial security the 
showman was building up an annuity which permits a weekly allowance 
principal to become due when he is 40. Lad is now 21. ; 

Weber had planned to present a play this spring in association with 
Morris Schlessinger. Some months ago he invested $10,000 in a bowling 
alley in the Dyckman section of New York. Spot is operated by Morris 
Green, his former general manager. 


Weber, 
et been 





Planing from the Coast to Chicago, where his Hollywood ‘Vanities’ 
opened at Erlanger’s Sunday (3), Earl Carroll sent word that the revue 
did not operate in the red on its Pittsburgh date as reported. Instead 
he avers, the show was ‘in the pink’ and turned a profit of $2,200. Claims 
that last week, in Detroit, the net was $3,100 and that the profit in Toronto 
was $2,900. 

‘Vanities’ jumped to New York from San Francisco, playing the St. 
James, where it drew a bad press and stayed less than three weeks. Show. 
man denies he is seeking Sally Rand to.join up with the revue. 





Cornelia Otis Skinner has been appearing out of town under a heavy 
mental strain due to the critical illness of her husband, Alden S. Blodget, 
at the French hospital, N.Y. He was injured New Year's day while sled- 
ding. Saturday (2), when she was in Washington, Miss Skinner was in- 
formed that physicians recommended the amputation of his right leg, 
infection having set in. 

Miss Skinner came to New York to consult with the doctors, but re- 
sumed her tour in Pittsburgh Monday evening (4). 





Nick Holde, general manager for the New York World's Fair ‘American 
Jubilee,’ has figured out that when the spectacle opens he will go back- 
stage not more than four times daily and in that way conserve his strength. 
Explains that the spectacle will be so large that the distance from the 
‘front of the house’ will necessarily be quite a distance of ground, besides 
which the stage will have a 300-foot opening. He and Albert Johnson, who 
is designing the spectacle, have opened offices at 1819 Broadway. 

Holde was formerly an athlete, running the sprints for New York Uni- 
versity, where he studied law. 





John J. Spencer, Boston censor, inadvertently played into the hands of 
Reuben Rabinovitch, p.a. for ‘Night at Folies Bergeres,’ when he an- 
nounced his recommendations after catching the opening there last week. 
One of the improvements demanded by Spencer was more clothes on the 
two girls sliding down the big prop dagger in the apache scene. 

Rabinovitch arranged a press interview with Clifford C. Fischer, pro- 
ducer, when it was announced that Fischer would probably not comply 
with the request since the ‘girls’ were wax dummies. 





‘Tobacco Road’ 


Continued from page 3 


ture grosses, 124% 
$500,000, 15% of the next $500,000 
and 25% of anything over that. 
Show, now in its seventh year in 
New York, has one road company out 
currently, but has 
others at various times. 
its sixth return engagement in Philly 
on Monday (4), has played in Co- 





lumbus, O., seven times and many | 
| 


| down his umbrella nearby and is ready for the day’s pastime. 





| Seren which time they will sell 
the film rights. 





Intra-Equity 


Continued from page 49 














collaborate in the presentation of 
‘Love’s Old Sweet Song.’ 

Because he will be out of town in 
‘The Streets of Paris’ for the bal- 
ance of the season, Bobby Clark de- 
clined his appointment to the coun- 
cil. Matt Briggs, first alternate 
named, has been asked to accept the 
post. Other alternates are Frank 


former taking the spot slated for 
Dowling. 

‘Life’ did not play Monday (4) 
evening, performance being can- 
celled because Dowling was in 
Washington attending the cabinet’s 
annual dinner to the President. Ac- 
, tor-manager's friendship with the 
| chies executive dates from his can- 
|didacy for his first term in the 
White House. He has been named 
for the Drama Study Club award this 
season. 








of the next} 


had numerous | 
It opened | 


MacCormack and Alan Hewitt, the | 





Sam Spachner is around fully recovered from a fractured leg received 
in Portland, Maine, when he was with ‘Of Mice and Men, which Sam 
H. Grisman had on tour during autumn. Company manager walked into 
a telegraph office to send the gross to New York. There was an open trap- 
door in the place and he fell into the cellar. 
| Spachner had permitted an accident insurance policy to lapse and is 
| suing the communications company on the grounds of negligence. 





David Warfield continues to play cards at the Lambs club, N. Y., each 
afternoon, that interlude being a feature of his routine. There is a bust of 


| the veteran actor in the club. It is his custom to park his hat on the head 
| of the statuary and drape his coat around the shoulders. After that he puts 








| |has gone by the boards. It’s presently 

o 3 5° |a quadrangle, incongruous on all 
| Viddish Play 'sides. Dinah Halpern is the focal 
| point in this drama of mottled lives 
| at a Catskills resort as the Viennese 
refugee who renews a rather unex- 
pected acquaintanceship with an- 
other refugee, played by J. Mylong 








HER GREAT MISTAKE. 


Drama with music in three acts (14! Mintz 
scenes) by William Siegel, dramatized from : , : wi her 
the novel by Leo Robbins; presented by Thereafter the play deals with i 


the Yiddish Folk Players; features Michael |@MOtional conflicts. The others mM 





| Rosenberg, Judah Bleich, Dinah Halpern,| the four-cornered duel are er 
| Muni Serebroff, Wolte Barsell; senen af wealthy jeweler husband = 
} 4 sTOSS ‘ i sich, Sic, ari ¢ 

| Maurice Rauch; lyrics, Zvee Scooler; set- Serebroff), and_ the leering —— 
| tings. Michael Saltzman; at Second Avenue| Clipper from Delancey street ( 

| theatre, N. ¥.; $1.65 top. rat), played by Wolfe Barzell. Her 
| Seem GOIN ch adres eacceh Muni Serebroff | great mistake, to explain the title, 1s 
BISA. vos sees seen eeeeeeerane: Dinah Helpers in disavowing her husband for her 
; Channe POSNCT. seeseeeeeess.... Sally Schorr former lover. the 
Betty Singer.....0. ooo Mirele Gruber It's an unhappy debut on 

Sol Wulnick..ssseeeerrrers ss Judah Bleich | American Yiddish stage for J. My- 
ee ee Siithnel ‘Rocennerg | 1008 Mintz, who actually is a refuget 
| Feivel Farmer... erie erent Charles Gekan from Berlin. ° He shows distinct, veo 
Jack Barnes...e.. ease cssaaee Wolfe Barzell | ing possibilities, though his matin 
‘Kurt Lager....seceees. cg;3; Mylong Mintz | idol looks are discounted to some ity. 
| TAMY. ee eeeeeeee ecccoeed nna Thomashefsky i vity. 
PN isd oo dgdecesscastan Izzie Goldstein | tent by his rather portly sua 


| Rabbi Hirsch Miss Halpern continues to be Secon 


. Jackson 





|Mr Greenberg..........---David Levenson | avenue’s No, 1 glamour gal, in = 
. = slinky, revealing gowns, though 8 
The flight of playwriting fancy has | times her performance is lulled by 8 


| suffused William Siegel rather in- 
decisively in his latest drama, ‘Her 
Great Mistake,’ which he adapted 
from the novel by Leo Robbins. The 
play's background of Anschluss-torn 
Vienna, in its transition to the Cat- 
skills, has resulted in an excessive 
amount of borscht to consume in one 
night’s sitting. 

The drama lacks character strength 
and plot moulding, even engulfing a 
cast of stellar performers with dialog 
Inaninities and character misrepre- 
sentations, 

In ‘Mistake’ the eternal triangle 


tendency to overact the emotion 
scenes. Michael Rosenberg, Juda 
Bleich and Muni Serebroff, the other 
featured players, do as well as cae 
be expected under the circumstances. 

As the uncultured, but , 
caretaker of the Catskill resort, Row 
enberg—and through little fault 4 
his own—makes the role a difficul 
conception because of his close y 
sociation in the past with come tie 
This was made evident in its an A 
thesis earlier in the season, when in 
deigned another dramatic part 
‘Three Sisters.’ 








# 


kindly, ; 
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CHI SLIPS, BUT 
‘FATHER’ BIG 
$18,000 


Chicago, March 8. 

eneral, business slumped last 
s% . this was not too surprising 
in view of the extended runs in the 
loop. ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois is 
near the end of its run, as is ‘Thanks 
for My Wife.’ Other loop item, Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ also fell off, 
put that show is figured for several 
more months in town. 

ing the entire procession was 
Lite with Father,’ which, in the out- 
of-the-loop Blackstone, turned in a 
capacity session for its second week 
in town. Getting a solid family 
trade, with advance sales far in the 
future, play looks like tremendous 
winner here, following rave notices. 

Earl Carroll brought his revue into 
the Erlanger Sunday (3) for an 
eight-day quickie stay, with the 
house booked for Pelen Hayes in 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ starting 
March 11. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Grand 
(8th week) (1,300; $2.75). Last three 
weeks for this one, which has had 
a powerful stay. Slipped to $13,500 
last week. 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (2d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Absolute ca- 
pacity and indicates shoe-horn_busi- 
ness for many weeks to come. Better 
than $18,000 last week. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Harris 
(10th week) (1,000; $2.75). Slumped 
last week, but can toboggan consid- 
erably before becoming a genuine 

roblem. Will likely perk after 

mt. Hit $15,000 last week, lowest 
mark of the run so far. 

‘Thanks for My Wife,’ Selwyn (4th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Spending 
plenty of coin for exploitation, but 
can’t quite make the grade at the 
gate, dipping last week to $5,500. 


HARK! SPRING 
SEEMS NEAR 


Robert C. Currier, managing di- 
rector of the Garrick players, Ken- 
nebunkport, Me., is building a new 
playhouse for the group. Earl Harder 
of Annapolis, Md., is the architect. 
Season, beginning July 1, will in- 
clude the annual Booth Tarkington 
festival. 


Robert Cutler, who owns the 
County theatre, Suffern, N. Y., may 
reopen the house this summer. De- 
cision depends largely on whether or 
not he can obtain the staff he for- 
merly had for the spot. One of the 
leading strawhats of the east for sev- 
eral seasons, Suffern was dark last 
summer because Cutler's finances 
were tied up in a realty venture. 

Although no final decision has 
been reached, Lawrence Langner 
will probably turn over operation 
of his Country playhouse, Westport, 
Conn., to John Cornell and Warren 
P. Munsell, Jr., this summer. They 
managed it last season. Understood 
Langner’s decision will probably be 
determined by how the Theatre 
Guild’s schedule works out for the 
balance of this season and what the 
prospects are for the beginning of 
next season. He’s a director of the 
Guild. 

The Coach House theatre, Ocono- 
mowoc, Wisc., announces that en- 
tries for its annual prize comedy 
contest must be submitted by April 
15. First prize is $300. Thoda Co- 
croft, Chicago subscription manager 
for the Theatre Guild, operates the 
strawhat. 

Hope Lawder’s Spa 


Hope Lawder will again operate 
the Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, 
this time on her own. Last season 
she had the spot in association with 
Fred Ellis, who resigned over finan- 
cial matters. House is regarded as 
the finest equipped summer stock 
and try-out theatre, being part of 
the New York state reservation, 
which includes the swanky Gideon- 
Putnam hotel. 

Coming summer a dramatic school 
will be conducted in connection with 
the Spa, class being limited to 15 
students. Miss Lawder will grant 
two scholarships for the course. One 
will be distributed by the American 

eatre Council committee, headed 
by Antoinette Perry, who conducted 
many auditions last season. The 
other will be a designation by the 
Town Hall players, an amateur group 








Three After Three’ 
OK $16,000 in St. L. 


; Bt. Louis, March 5. 

Despite the third week of Lent in 
this heavily populated Catholie com- 
munity, natives are giving legit a 
good play at the American, burg’s 
sole legiter, “Three After Three’ 
closed a week stand Saturday (2) 
with an estimated take of $16,000, 
which represents better than aver- 
age biz. House was scaled to $3.30. 
Ilinesg that shelved Mitzi Green in 
Chicago prevented her from con- 
tinuing here with piece and she was 
replaced by Grace McDonald, who 
laned in m New York. fore 
iss McDonald’s arrival, the role 
was played by Ginger Manners, who 
returned to former part in the piece. 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ with 
Helen Hayes and Philip Merivale in 
the top roles, opened yesterday 
(Monday). 


Philly Legit Grosses 
Slump But ‘Key Largo’ 
Gets Okay $15,000 


Philadelphia, March 5. 
There were two — houses open 
here last week and, from the stand- 
Oint of potential biz, it’s probably 
ust as well there weren’t more. Ad- 
verse weather, big Sportsman Show 
and a group of exceptionally strong 
films with appeal for legit followers, 
would have combined to hold down 
attendance anyway. 

The houses lighted were the For- 
rest and Locust, the former with 
the third and final week of ‘Streets 
of Paris,’ and latter with ‘Key 
Largo,’ which received decidedly 
mixed notices but managed to get 
a very nice week’s gross largely due 
to the draw of Paul Muni. Piece 
was a little above the head of rank 
and file of playgoers. 

Two more openings marked last 
night (Monday). One was Katha- 
rine Cornell’s ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
in at the Forrest for two weeks, and 
the other was ‘Tobacco Road,’ start- 
ing its seventh engagement in Philly 
and skedded for a fortnight at the 
infrequently-lighted Erlanger. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Forrest (1,800; 
$3.42) (83d week). Musical revue did 
well here and went out satisfied with 
third week's $19,500. Katharine 
Cornell’s ‘No Time for Comedy’ in 
this week for fortnight. 

‘Key Largo,’ Locust (1,500; $3.42). 
One week only. Reviews sharply 
mixed and play was caviar to many 
playgoers, Dut Muni’s name helped 
show to okay $15,000. 


FOLIES,’ 246, ‘FOXES’ 
$15,500, OKAY IN HUB 


Boston, March 5. 

‘Night at Folies Bergeres,’ at $2.20 
top and playing 12 performances 
(including Sunday matinee and eve- 
ning), is taking top money here. 
‘Little Foxes’ is also good, but not 
up to expectations. ‘Margin for Er- 
ror’ continues to draw nicely, but 
‘Passenger to Bali’ is disappointing. 

‘Worth a Million,’ farce by Vernon 
Sylvaine, which played London last 
season, came in Monday (4) with 
Charley Chase, Nita Naldi, Taylor 
Holmes, Cobina Wright, Jr., among 
those featured. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Night at the Folies Bergere,’ Op- 
era House (1st week, 12 perform- 
ances) (2,944; $2.20).—Combination 
of attractive b.o. scale, red hot pub- 
licity and a good girlie-comedy cast 
added up to about $24,000, fine. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ Colonial (Ist 
wk.) (1,643; $2.75)—Rave press, back- 
ing by the Guild subscription list. 
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Current Road Shows 


(Week of March 4) 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Ray- 
mond Massey )}—Grand Opera House, 
Chicago. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner (monologs) 
—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Folies Bergere’— Opera House, 
Boston. 


‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans)—Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto, 


‘Higher and Higher’ (Jack Haley, 
Marta Eggerh, Shirley Ross)—Shu- 
bert, New Haven (7-9). 


‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)— 
Cass, Detroit. 

‘Key Largo’ (Paul Muni)—Ford’s, 
Baltimore. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
Hayes, Philip Merivale)—American, 
St. Louis. 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish, 
Percy Waram)—Blackstone, Chicago. 


‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Colonial, Boston, 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel 
Waters )—Shea’s, Jamestown, N, Y. 
(4); Park, Youngstown, O. (5); Colo- 
nial, Akron (6); English, Indianap- 
olis (7); Memorial Auditorium, 
Louisville (8-9). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woollcott)—Savoy, San Diego 
(3-4) Civic Auditorium, Long Beach 
(5); Civic Auditorium, Pasadena (6); 
Palace, Fresno (7); Alhambra, Sac- 
ramento (8), 


‘Margin for Errer’ — Plymouth, 
Boston. 


‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- 
ly wood. 


‘Ne Time for Comedy’— (Katharine 
Cornell )—Forrest, Philadelphia, 


Passenger te Bali’ (Walter Huston) 
—Shubert, Boston. 
Ruth Draper 
more, Los Angeles, 


‘Scandals (Willie & Eugene How- 
ard)—Municipal Auditorium, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. (4-6); Forum, Wichita 
(7); Convention Hall, Tulsa (8); 
Shrine Auditorium, Oklahoma City 
(9). 

‘Streets of Paris’—National, Wash- 
ington. 

Thanks for My Wife’ (Alan Dine- 
hart, Glenda Farrell)—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Three After Three’ (Simone Si- 
mon, Mary Brian)—English, Indi- 
anapolis (4-6); Taft Auditorium, Cin- 
cinnati (7-9). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Erlanger, Philadelphia. 

‘Worth a Million’—Wilbur, 
ton 


HAYES BIG $19,500 IN 
CINCY; $8,000 REFUNDS 


Cincinnati, March 5. 

Cancellation Saturday (2) of ma- 
tinee and night performances of 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ at the 2,- 
500-seat Taft, due to the death of 
the father of Helen Hayes, star of 
the new comedy, caused the loss of 
Cincy’s biggest legit gross of the sea- 
son. Refunds of $8,000 on tickets 
sold for the two performances are 
being made. Despite this setback the 
theatre registered a fat approximate 
$19,500 for six days of the week. 

‘Hot Mikado,’ with Bill Robinson, 
grossed around $14,500 on four night 
shows and a matinee in the first 
half at $2.20 top. Negro patronage 
was a big factor in this take. Show 
will probably play a return engage- 
ment in May. 

News of the passing of Miss Hayes’ 
father, Frank V. Brown, came dur- 





(monologs )—Bilt- 


Bos- 











and interest in Tallulah Bankhead 
all added up to pleasing $15,500. Two 
more stanzas. 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth 2nd 
wk.) (1,480; $2.20).—Good response 
to this one at the right scale means 
an indef run. Second frame approx!i- 
mated $10,000. 

‘A Passenger to Bali,’ Shubert (2nd 
wk.) (1,590; $2.75)—Undergoing re- 
vision here and remains for third 
week. Press and word-of-mouth di- 
vided. Biz on the dull side, around 
$7,500. 


Cornell-Lederer Good 
$18,500 in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

Katharine Cornell, in ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ last week snared approxi- 
mately good $18,500 at the Nixon. 
Frances Lederer helped in the bal- 
cony draw. 

An indication that perhaps a lower 
price would be more profitable was 





| 


| 
| 





ling the Friday night performance 
jand was withheld from the star un- 
| til after the final curtain. The fol- 
| lowing morning she planed to Balti- 
|more for the funeral services. 

| Last three days of this week the 
| Taft has ‘Three After Three’ at $3.30 
top. 





Engagements 
Cecil Humphreys, ‘An __Inter- 
national Incident.’ 
Olive Reeves-Smith, ‘When We 
Are Married.’ 
Mary Heberden, Anita Bolster, 


‘Lady in Waiting.’ 

Frank Downing, Katharine War- 
ren, Raymond Johnson, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet.’ 

Montgomery Clift. Edward Raquel- 
lo, Phyllis Thaxter, Elizabeth Fraser, 
‘Revelation.’ 

Hollace Shaw, Marie Nash, Jan 
Richardson, Marie-Louise Quevli, 
Kay Duncan, Gloria Hope, Kay Pic- 
ture, Eleanor Eberle, ‘Higher and 





found in the experience of the two 
mats, at $2.75, both of which played 
to capacity. Show was well liked 
here, both it and the star drawing 





of Saratoga Springs. 


an excellent press. 


Higher,’ 
King Calder, Louis Sorin, Vera 
|Pepper, Halliam Bosworth, Elaine 


| Kent, Craig Williams, Robert Mor- 
!row, Amy Lavere, Howard Lane, ‘No 
| Heaven on Earth.” 


VARIETY o1 





Bway Slump Hits Most Shows; 
DuBarry’ Off to $28,000, Hellz’ 
256, Dinner’, 20146 Deck’ Burns 





Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (comedy), D (drama), 
R (revue), M (musical), F (farce), 
O (operetta). 


‘Another Sun,’ National. Taken 
off Saturday (2) after playing seven 
performances; Broadway in sharp 
reaction after Washington’s Birthday 
and some new lows registered. 


‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th 
Street (13th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). 
ig te | of leading musical kept 
it from diving much under normal 
pace; got around $28,000; easily best 
gross, 

‘Hellzapeppin, Winter Garden 
(76th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). An- 
other front-ranking musica] that 
continues to clean up; eased off with 
other run attractions; $25,000 esti- 
mated. 

‘Leave Her te Heaven,’ Longacre 
(ist week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Open- 
ing night grossed $2,100; evenings 
thereafter around $300; adverse 
notices; may not last after this week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (17th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Best thing 
ever tried out in summer stock; 
standees at all performances, with 
takings over $19,000. 

‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Mu- 
sic Box (20th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Another laugh show smash that also 
plays to standees and tops all straight 
shows regularly; $20,500. 


‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (18th 
week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Wound up 
strongly after slippi like most 
others; rated over $10,000; about low 


for engagement, but advance sale 
very good. 
‘My Dear Children,’ Belasco (4th 


‘DINNER’ $17,000 
IN L. A. FINALE 


Los Angeles, March 5. 


Completing three healthy and 
rofitable weeks at the Biltmore 
e, ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 

with Alexander Woollcott, is playing 
California one and two-nighters this 
week before opening indefinite run 
at the Curran theatre, San Francisco 
(11). Ruth Draper, in ‘Impressions,’ 
opened week’s engagement at the 
Biltmore (4). 

Only other legit in town is ‘Meet 
the People’ revue, at the Playhouse 
in Hollywood, where biz continues 
strong. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Bilt- 
more (C-1,636; $2.75) (3rd-final 
week). Alexander Woollcoit play- 
ing himself closed highly profitable 
three weeks’ engagement (2), final 
week’s gross bettering $17,000. 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood (R-1,130; $1.65) (10th week). 
Interest continues and another $8,000 
was annexed, giving plenty of profit. 

















‘OTH COLUMN’ QUIET 
$11,400 IN BALTIMORE: 


Baltimore, March 5. 


Two shows here this week, with 
Ford’s housing Paul Muni in ‘Key 
Largo’ and the indie booked Mary- 
land offering George Abbott's latest, 
‘Goodbye in the Night,’ by Jerome 
Mayer. 

Last week ‘The Fifth Column,’ 
with Franchot Tone, Lenore Ulrich, 
Lee Cobb and Katharine Locke heada- 
ing the Theatre Guild cast, fulfilled 
the fifth offering of the Guild-ATS 
subscription season of six plays at 
Ford’s. ‘Column,’ praised for its cast 
and production, received a mild | 
going-over, nevertheless, for its con- 
tent and garnered an_ estimated 
fairish $11,400 at $2.77 top in the 
1,900-seater. 


‘Vanities’ Gets Fair 
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$16,000 in Detroit | 


Detroit, March 5. | 

Although fewer musicals are com- | 
ing around, Ear! Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
last week failed to come up to the 
play given ‘George White’s Scandals’ 
just two weeks before. 

‘Scandals’ did a brisk biz at the 
Cass, going 10 performances at $3.30 
top, to take down close to $28,000. 
The ‘Vanities’ finished a nine-per- | 
formance run Saturday (2) at a $2.75 | 
top and $2.20 peak for matinees, 
with approximately $16,000, fair. 








‘Hot Mikado’ opened Sunday (3). 


week) (C-1,077; 30). Was af- 
fected early part of week, but closed 
to capacity and bettered $15,000 in 
eight times (matinees restered); 
could have gotten nearly $3,000 
more. 

‘Night Music,’ Broadhurst (2d 
week 2 $3.30). anoouneed 

ne urday; approxima 
$6,000 first full week; aot cana for 
large cast show. 

q My Lawyer, Adelphi (23d 
week) (C-1,434; $1.10). Not affected 
proportionately as much as most 
others; nearly $6,000 claimed. 

‘Skylark,’ (19th week) 
(C-961; $3.30). Ne performances all 
last week because of star’s (Gertrude 
tt gy tM relighted last 
nig ( ay); averaging better 
than $15,000. . ° 

‘The Burning Deck,’ Elliof. Opened 
Friday (1) and drew severe pan- 
ning; oo = ae i 2. 

‘The umn,’ Alvin (D-1,357; 
$3.30). Presented by Theatre Guild; 
written by Ernest Hemmingwa 
with revisions Benjamin of 
Glazer; well re eut of tewn; 


opc is tonight (6). 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (8th 
week) (C-1,964; $3.30). Continues 
virtual sell-out pace; one of the sev- 
eral la shows that are aimed 
— summer; approached $17,000 

n, 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(48th week (C-1,367; $3.30). Fell off, 
but still turned in quite strong $16,- 
000; announcement of closing weeks 
should hold pace to goodly takings. 

‘The Weak Link,’ Iden (C-789; 
$3.30). Presented by Chester Erskin 
in association with Philip Adler; 
Allan Wood pla ostponed from 
last week; enenad ionday ¢4). 

‘Time of Your Life,” Guild (19th 
week) (CD-956; $3.30). Still turning 
a profit; dipped st week to around 
$8,000 and may take to road for 


spring. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (325th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). When 


visitors are town long-staying 
drama perks up; rated under $4,000; 
about even break, but road company 
continues to make money. 

‘Teo Many Girls,’ Imperial (20th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Like the 
other musicals, dipped down sharply, 
with claimed takings around $24,000. 

‘Two fer the Show,’ Booth (4th 
week) (R-704; $4.40). Class intimate 
revue has developed good call in 
agencies; affected last week, but 
okay at around $13,500. 

‘Two on an Island,’ Hudson (6th 
week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Not among 
leaders, but doing fairly well and 
engagement should last into spring 
period; nearly $9,000. 

‘When We Are Married,’ Lyceum 
(10th week) (C-1,005; $2.75). Among 
lowest grossers, but costs little to 
operate; estimated around $3,000; 
mostly from cut rates. 


ADDED 


‘Reunion in New York,’ Little (2d 
week) (R-532; $2.75). First full 
week not up to expectations; around 
$4,000; not enough for refugee revue. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (118th 
week) (R-961; $1.65). Going: along 
to excellent attendance. Takings 
approximating $7,000, very good at 
scale, 

‘Juno and the Payceck,’ Mansfield 
(8th week) (D-1,014; $3.30). Revival 
making money and is drawing re- 
peaters; under previous pace last 
week, but $8,000 estimated. 


EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
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Plays Out of Town 





Goodbye in the Night 


Baltimore, March 4. 
Mystery melodrama in three acts by 
Jerome Mayer; presented and directed by 
George Abbott: settings by Cirker & Rob- 
bins; at Maryland, Baltimore, March 4, ‘40. 


2.22 top. 
Dr. Josephs...ccceseesceerers Ernest Rowan 
Kitchen Maid..... eeseececcvese Peggy Gould 
Mink@.......-cccccccsereveesersss Jean Adair 
BOD cc cosy ee #8008 esecneseoess Owen Martin 
Serre oeeeeeeebesees st James Beil 
Jecsie Sawyer. .ccceseseerers Natalie Shafer 
Cec® SAwyer..scccceseeeecesss .Mary Mason 
Burt. .ccccecceesoece rerrrer: Ballantyne 
Maude. ..cccceccccecccccoce Edith Van Cleve 
A Femiule Boarder...e.e+.-- Ruth McDevitt 
POp..seccccecrcrccvcccccveess John Carmody 
Gertie... .cccccccssssseseeces Marilyn Erskine 
Chief O’Malley.....- Speones Millard Mitche!! 
Rufus... .ccccccccece eoccee William Swetland 
BY. ccccccccccccescsccsccccss Marion Willis 


Policemen...Ralph Morehouse, Frank Kelly 


George Abbott, with this mystery 
melodrama, has laid it on extra thick. 
It’s eerie, it’s wierd and quite scarey 
in parts, but it’s the old mystery play 
with hardly a new or novel twist 
evident. The winds howl, terrifying 
noises break the semi-darkness, 
people are killed and a detective, 
slouch hat, raincoat and all, swears 
his way into a solution. If Broad- 
way is feady for a mystery meller, 


neth Evans, Constance Root, Druce Hender- 


mar Poppen, as a flashy sport, is 
okay in a bit part. Joyce Arling, as 
the valet’s loyal girl friend, shows 
good promise, and under more en- 
couraging circumstances could dem- 
onstrate her talent. Patsy Flick is 
a Greek gangster and Nita Naldi his 
moll, 
Lemuel Ayers deserves a nod for 
designing an economical but at- 
tractive single living room =, 
’ ox. 





Walrus and Carpenter 
Hollywood, March 5. 


Comedy-dratia in three acts by Noel 
Langley; produced by the Pelican Theatre 
Players; directed by Noel Langley; settings 
by Robert Skiles; at the Pelican theatre, 
Hollywood, Feb, 25. 

Nick Fenn, Peter Casson, Mary 
Leta Bonynge, Nina Clemens, 
Robert Skiles, Ken- 


Cast: 
Davenport. 
Marjorie MacGregor, 


son, Jack Rhine. 





Noel Langley has fashioned an 
amusing evening's entertainment 
around doings of «n impoverished 
English family, the title aptly indi- 
cating the characters’ intriguing and 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Revelation’—Playwrights, The 
atre Guild. 

‘Heavenly 
Bloomgarden. 

‘Morning Star’—George Kon- 
dolf. 

‘No Heaven on Earth’—Harry 
Howard. 

‘Ladies in 
bert Miller. 

‘An International Incident’— 
Guthrie McClinic. 

‘Liliom’ (revival—Vinton 
Freedley. 

‘Ladies in Waiting ’—Brock 
Pemberton. 

‘Not for Children’—Courtney 
Burr, Robert Rockmore. 


Radio Pests 


Continued from page 1 





Express’ — Kermit 


Retirement’—Gil- 
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Literati 





Feteing Andy Kelley 
Andrew R. Kelley, ex-drama critic 
of Washington Times-Herald, will be 
honored at a testimonial dinner Fri- 
day (8) tossed by the Variety Club 
‘in association with his legion of 
friends. Kelley, dean of D. C. the- 
atre scribes, walked out on sheet 
last January after tiff with publisher 
Eleanor Patterson, tossing aside 
nearly 15 years’ accumulated sever- 
ance pay, figured at mote than 
$2,500. 

Honorary chairman of the dinner 
is Melvin C. Hazen, chairman of the 
D. C. Board of Commissioners, serv- 
ing in recognition of Kelley’s long 
service in the theatrical end of civic 
enterprises, including handling of 
film stars here for President’s Birth- 
day Ball celebrations. 

Kelley resigned following orders 





the young business woman who had | 
decided that she needs an emotional | 
outlet and her dramatic teacher has | 
recommended radio.’ 


So much for talent. Another | 





muddled helplessness. Playwright 
has built his comedy with good lines 


‘Goodbye In the Night’ will need | ang situations, but introduces enough | 


some heroic treatment to fill the 
niche. As presented here, it is rather 
halting in action and unoriginal in 
premise. 

Homer, a dangerous lunatic, es- 
capes the asylum not far from the 
home of his brother Ollie. He is 
bent on killing his former partner, 
Joe, who is the brother of Minka, 
Ollie’s wife. It seems that Homer’s 
troubles started when he was severely 


mind lays to Joe’s_ carelessness. 
Minka, who can handle him, gives 
him shelter, figuring to keep him 
away from Joe and turning him over 
to the authorities in the morning. 

The sirens of the asylum screech 
away in the terrific storm, and a 
trio of motorists stop off for shelter. 
A flighty mother, her daughter and 
Swiss fiance, unable to go on, ar- 
range for accommodations. Dirty 
work has been done, for Joe has 
shown up and been done in by 
Homer. Ollie is glad to accommo- 
date the tourists, figuring a possible 
alibi for the murder and insists upon 
the young couple, who have dis- 
covered him in the act of trying to 
dispose of the corpse, co-operating 
in the job. 

The youngsters, who have been 
drugged, find themselves in Joe’s 
room in a nearby town. Hiring a 
car to return to the lonely farm- 
house and the sleeping mother, the 
boy and girl leave a clue for De- 
tective O’Malley at a filling station 
on the road, and he clears up the 
case. 

Production is okay and acting gen- 
erally good all around. James Bell, 
as Homer; Jean Adair, as Minka: 
Mary Mason and Paul Ballantyne, 
as the youthful couple. and Millard 
Mitchell, as O’Malley, handle them- 
selves well with the material at 
hand. Sets by Cirker and Robbins 
are standouts. As constructed at 
present, this will need all the bene- 
fits of Abbott’s directorial talent to 
make the Broadway grade. There 
may be an audience eagerly await- 
ing just such theatre, but they’ll 
know all the answers to this par- 
ticular version. Burm. 


WORTH A MILLION 


Farce in three acts, six scenes, by Ver- 
non Sylvaine; produced by Jackson Halli- 
day and John Kenley; directed by Halliday. 
Set designed by Lemuel Ayers. At Shubert, 
Boston, March 4, 1940; $2.75 top. 
Mrs. Medlock 
Brenda 





A 4 : $ daughters. Char- 
burned in a fire which his obsessed | cters walk on and off with all the 


Florence Dunlap 


serious moments to  leaven the | 
laughs. Piece is slated for spring | 
production in London and _indica- 
tions are for moderate success. with 
professional casting and staging. 

Plot is backgrounded by pending 
birth of a grandson (off-stage) and 
weaves itself around character of 
Lady Buckering and her efforts to 
straighten out financial and romantic 


happy-go-lucky nonchalance of those 
in ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Frantic dashes up and down stairs of 
the expectant father, the hectic ro- 
mance of the youngest daughter, are 
some of situations used by author to 
build his laughs to high peak. 

Best of the players is Leta Bonynge 
as Lady Buckering. Jack Rhine, 
family friend and doctor, also shows 
promise. Others giving competent 
support are Peter Casson, Mary Dav- | 
enport, Kenneth Evans, Druce Hen- | 
derson, Robert Skiles, Nina Clemens, 

Marjorie MacGregor and Constance 

Root. 


DAVE FINESTONE, LONG 
ILL, SUCCUMBS AT 55 


Passing of David B. (Dave) Fine-| 
stone, 55, at his home Wednesday | 
(28) in Bogota, N. J., near New York, 
followed years of illness. Showman, 
long connected with the Shuberts, 
was stricken with paralysis as the | 
result of high blood pressure the day | 
before he died. A heart condition | 
had necessitated strict routine, and | 
he was forced to take periods of | 
rest. 

Finestone was one of the most 
efficient members of the Shubert | 
staff and the best liked in stage union 
circles. For some time he was gen- 
eral manager for the brothers, but 











five years. He was company or 
house manager of Shubert properties 
and, prior to union restrictions, han- 
dled as many as three such assign- 
ments at the same time. 

Deceased was of a coterie of young 
men who turned to show business in 
Syracuse, Shuberts being the most 
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Western Union Messenger..Archie Armboldi | Max Gordon productions. 


Lh ee eR Lew Eckel 


Barney cn ec Bae ee Na! | booker for the Western Vaudeville | 
Officer Murphy.......0.... Vincent. Coleman | Managers Assn., Asher Levy, wealthy 
ogg Sh Bake resueweas yee “Go theatre operator, Fred Zweifel, 
Cutie... el Gracie Worth | Charles and Jess Freeman, also 





It’s reported that ‘Worth a Million’ 
had a good run in London last sea- 
son and was ended by the blackouts. 
If it ever hits Broadway, the black- 


out will come swiftly. 


Charley : Chase might get away 
with romping through a compact re- 


write of the plot in a two-reeler, 
but his overmugging and acting be- 
comes boring after the opening 
scene on stage. Idea of an unlucky 
valet (Chase) being exploited and 
rented out by his unscrupulous em- 
ployer (Taylor Holmes) as a sure- 
fire jinx at fat fees might be a good 
one for a musical comedy book, but 
without the music it’s too silly. 

Holmes can be commended for sus- 
taining interest sometimes as a for- 
mer con-man reverting to old tricks 
to cash in on his hapless valet, but 
even this legit veteran is lost in a 
play born 30 years too late, and di- 
rected so that practically all the 
players overdo their acting and busi- 
ness. Chase is dressed in some goofy 
rigs, stumbles, flutters, takes pratt 
falls and winds up in the last scene 
minus his pants. 

Cobina Wright. Jr.. is more than 
satisfactory as the Charlatan’s sec- 
retary and love interest for Alfred 
Etcheverry, who capably plays his 
son and chip off the old block. Dit- 


Madeline Holmes 
= ey cee: Charley Chase 
Joyce Arling 
Detmar Poppen 
Taylor Holmes 
Alfred Etcheverry 





prominent. They started as boxoffice 
treasurers. In the group also was 
Marcus Heiman, who made a fortune 
in vaudeville and is now with the 
Erlanger interests, also a partner in 
Others 
included Sam Kahl, who was head 
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Arthur Leighton, Louie Wood and 
Frank Boga, legit treasurers. 
Finestone was fairly well off until 
the start of the depression, losing 
heavily in Boston building and loan 


the firm, also in Shubert bonds 
when the corporation went into re- 
ceivership. He was due to leave 
town for a rest the day of his de- 
mise, it being reported that Lee 
Shubert told him to remain away as 
long as he wished at full salary. 

John J. Garrity, formerly the Shu- 
berts general manager in Chicago, 
has been assigned to Finestone’s 
duties. Garrity was in Miami with 
the open air operettas, which were 
forced off by chilly weather. Pre- 
viously he managed the Broadway 
during the stay of the ‘Folies Ber- 
gere,’ house having been taken over 
by the Shuberts recently. 

For many years Finestone was on 
the managerial labor board, sitting 


of stagehands and musicians were 
negotiated on behalf of the League 
of New York Theatres. Widow, two 
daughters, three brothers and two 
sisters survive. 





‘outfit you’re mismanaging.’ To cope 


question in the blank applicants must 


tion? 

neophyte answers ‘Yes.’ But when 
we get somebody who answers ‘No’ 
we decide we're dealing with some- 
one who at least has some sense. 
continue to flourish. 


still plague us. 
sure-fire because they have a cowboy 


monica or guitar.’ 


spoiled daughter of a pushing mother 





é ? | dreamed that irl th g ] 
became less active during the past | ge oe w Ses seule 


investments when he was there for | 


in when wage scales and contracts | 


twist: ‘There is the young man just! 
out of college who knows that with | 
a couple of months experience he.; 
could make a real station out of the | 
with this problem we have one trick 


fill out. We ask: ‘Are you qualified 
to manage a 1,000-watt radio sta- 


‘Practically without exception, the 


‘The hillbillies, real or synthetic, 


‘Hopefuls from the back country 
They figure they’re 


hat, a bandana, and a fiddle, har- 


individual 
the 


in 
McMahon recalls 


Odd slants occur 
cases. Mrs. 


and an indulgent father. Girl first 
came to station as a torch singer 
with a rather soft, sweet voice. Not 
bad, not sensational. Station used | 
her a few times. Nothing happened. 
The girl turned up again after a 
voice coach called for a special au- 
dition for ‘the voice of the century.’ 
She said she had streamlined the 
voice into a potential Met diva. 
‘Have you ever heard a woman 
scream for help? That was our| 
former simple, pleasant little girl | 
crooner with a musical overhauling. 
And all the while the teacher sat! 
at the piano, nodding and smiling. | 
Before it was over I thought I'd have | 
to do a little screaming of my own. | 
‘Then came the crisis which the 
buck - passing, out - to - lunch big- 
timers know how to escape. I had} 
to stay and face it, as I have hun- 
dreds of times in 10 years. All I| 
could say was that I wouln’t have | 














develop such amazing volume of 
tone. 

‘Program director appreciates that 
|SOme cases are downright tragic. A 
little Russian woman came to the 
station one day. 

‘She had no music with her and 
\ trembled as she stepped to the micro- 
phone to sing ‘Dark Eyes’ which our 
accompanist knew without music. It | 
| was evident that she had once been 
| able to sing, but her voice was rough | 
and she had no breath or tone con- 











'I sent her away. 
| “Then there’s the ghostly figure 


|who keeps attending auditions for 


j 
| 
| 


| months but hasn’t had the courage 
|to ask for one himself. He never 
says a word, just listens, and then 
| asks those who auditioned if they 
‘were nervous. One of these days 
| he’ll ask for a crack at the mike, too, 
| and then we'll find out what he’s go- 
jing to do for radio.’ 
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‘Port., Me., Civic Theatre 


To Get Stock Troupe 





| Portland, Me., March 5. 
| 


| with which to impress the editors, | 


| Bids for N. J. Daily 


|trol. I felt like a murderer when | manager of the N. Y. Daily News, is 


from ‘Cissie’ Patterson that Carol 
Frink (ex-Mrs. Charles MacArthur), 
on sheet as feature writer, was to 
split major show openings and other 
theatrical coverage with Kelley. Kel- 
ley quit and Miss Frink took over 
following day. 





Mellon Award to Pitt Newsmen 

First reportorial award of Andrew 
W. Mellon Charitable Fund ‘for the 
outstanding news story of the year 
by a Pittsburgh reporter has been 
given to two Press newshawks, 
Richard Lamb and Gilbert Love. 
They split the cash prize of $200 for 
their series of stories on building 
costs in the Pittsburgh district. Ex- 
pose preceded a Federal Grand Jury 
investigation which resulted in more 
than 100 indictments. They were 
selected for the citation by a com- 
mittee from the Pittsburgh section 
of American Press Society. Al- 
though administrators of Mellon 
Fund haven't said so exactly, it’s 
understood that this will become an 
annual award. 

Presentation to Lamb and Love 
was made at American Press So- 
city testimonial dinner to William 
T. Martin, dean of Pittsburgh edi- 
torial writers, who retired at 65 the 
day before after more than 40 years 
of active newspaper service. Most 
of that time has been in employ of 
old Post and later Post-Gazette. 





Coast Scribe Miseries 

Writers of syndicate columns on 
the Coast are threatened with heavy 
reduction of income, the combined 
resuit of war, over-production and 
general lack of prosperity in the 
newspaper business. Some of the 
columnists are doing road tours on 
the stage, not only to grab the money 
but to establish a personal following 


who have been looking over the Hol- 
lywood literary output with cold 
eyes. 

War news {is taking up plenty of 
reading space, with heavier inroads 
expected when the spring drives get 


.jdau, of the N. Y. World-Telegr 


for the presidency of the New York 
Newspaper Guild, is continuing as a 
crusading entity within the organi. 
zation. . 
Continuing its charges agai 

so-called Randau faction of pe ~ 
in carrying out Guild aims, failure 
to fix responsibility for an alleged 
money shortage in the treasury, and 
Communist leanings, among others, 
the group has even gone to the ex 
tent of issuing a paper, the G 

Progressive for intermittent pub. 
lication, in which to air its purposes, 





Time’s $300,000 Ad-Story 


Time magazine will spend $300,000 
in newspaper advertising this year 
to tell the story of American journal. 
ism. In full-page copy in a num. 
ber of key-city papers and in other 
media, the weekly news mag will in. 
Stitute ‘the first attempt at a con. 
tinuous public discussion of the 
theory and practice of journalism, 

First advertisements, which ap- 
peared Feb. 29, told of the part which 
the New Orleans States played in 
exposing the Louisiana political 
scandals. Other ads will tell the 
story of the small country weeklies 
and the press associations. 





Literati Obits 


Hamlin Garland, 79, dean of 
American letters, novelist and biog- 
rapher, succumbed to a_ cerebral 
hemorrhage at his Hollywood home 
March 4 after being critically ill for 
several days. At the time of his 
death he had been at work on a 
book, ‘The Fortunate Exile,’ and had 
asked his family to have it pub- 
lished following his death. 

E. F. Benson, 72, one of the leading 
contemporary British authors, and 
member of a distinguished English 
literary family, died Feb. 29 in Lon- 
don. He was the author of around 
80 published volumes, among them 
novels, poems and biographies. He 
also wrote two plays. Two brothers, 
A. C. Benson and R. H. Benson, both 
now dead, also were prominent as 
writers. 

James O’Donnell Bennett, 69, Chi- 
cago Tribune reporter for more than 
40 years, died in Chicago Feb. 27. He 
had retired from active journalism 


more than a year ago. He had been 
a war correspondent and drama 
critic for the Tribune. Widow sur- 
vives. 


Howard C. Day, 54, former man- 
aging editor of the Denver Post, who 
retired from that position in 1938 
following a heart attack, died in 
Denver Feb. 26 after being stricken 
with pneumonia a week earlier. He 
had also been me. of the Denver 
Evening News, which succeeded the 
Times, and was the Script-Howard 
Rocky Mountain News m.e. until he 
went to the Post in 1931. 

Nelson James Evans, 58, telegraph 





under way. Hollywood has more 
press representatives today than at 
any other time in picture industry. 
Meanwhile radio is cutting deeper 
into newspaper revenues. Some of | 
the writers are reported attempting | 
to give away columns to key papers 
for six months to build up a follow- 


ing on which they hope to cash in 
later. 








John W. Barnhart, former business 


| angling to buy the Perth Amboy 
(N. J.) Evening News from the Cor- 
| nelius Kelly estate. Barnhardt has 
| made a bid of $550,000 for the paper, 
and the trustees have applied for 
| court permission to accept. 
Court has been told Barnhardt is 
| willing to pay $250,000 in cash, and 
the balance over a period of 15 
years. The paper, which has a cir- 
culation of around 18,000, earned 
$60,000 last year, it was disclosed. 
Kelly, who died two years ago, 
acquired the paper in 1930 with two 
partners for $675,000. He sub- 


sequently came into full ownershi 
of the daily. = 





Morell Vice Werner on ‘Russell’ 





; Maine Civic theatre is set to re- 
open March 25 (Easter Monday) | 
with stock under the direction of, 
Guy Merrill Palmerton. House, | 
renovated version of the old B. F. 
_Keith’s, has been dark since De-| 
/cember, when ambitious program ar- | 
ranged by a Chamber of Commerce | 
committee of non-pros met with pub- | 
lic apathy and a load of accounts- | 
payable. 
Palmerton, who besides operating | 
stock stand at Salem, Mass., has 
Whalom strawhat at Fitchburg, 
Mass., is reported also considering 
,Operating the local  1,400-seater 
ithroughout the tourist months. 


Parker Morell, who authored ‘Dia- 
mond Jim Brady’ for Simon & 
Schuster, is doing the ‘Lillian Rus- 
sea (The Era of Plush)’ story for 
Random House, tieing in with the 
Russell’ film which 20th-Fox will re- 
lease June 1. 

M. R. Werner, unable to fight the 
deadline, relinquished the chore be- 
cause of pressure of other duties, and 


Morell was called in to author it in- 
stead. 








Inter-Guild Conflict Continues 
The group which supported Oliver | 
Pilat, of the N. Y. Post, in his un- | 
successful contest against Carl Ran- 


editor of the Chicago Tribune, died 
Feb. 1 of a heart ailment. He began 
his newspaper career in 1907, and 
had been a member of the Tribune 
staff for 15 years. Prior to becom- 
ing a newspaperman, he had prac- 
ticed law. 





Chatter 
Lyman Beecher Stowe elected 
prez of the Authors Club New York. 


Borrah Minevitch is writing “The 
Pied Piper,’ a story of experiences 
with his harmonica band. ; 

Dalton Trumbo closed with Lip- 
pincott’s for the publication of his 
novel, ‘The General Came to Stay. 

Dodd, Mead tying up with Western 
Story Magazine on a fictional horse 
opera competition, winner of which 
is to get $2,000. 

Michael Blankfort’s novel, ‘The 
Brave and the Blind,’ based on the 
siege of Alcazar, goes into publica- 
tion by Bobbs-Merrill in April. 

Jay Franklin, the Washington cor- 
respondent, pacted by Houghton 
Mifflin for a book, which will 
published under his real name, John 
Carter. / 1 

Carlyle Ellis doing a western nove: 
for publication by Little, ae 
Same publishers are bringing out his 
Hollywood yarn, ‘Dangerous Corner, 
this spring. " 

The Zanesville (O.) Herald, week 
ly newspaper founded four years 
ago, has ceased publication with 
purchase by the Zanesville News, 
evening daily. 

pie Settel, former VarieTt 
mugg in the Near East and woe 
tributor in ‘The Inside Story’ (Prem 
tice-Hall), running a new column 10 
Opinion magazine. 

Judge M. A. Musm 
mon pleas court, Pittsburgh, 
author of Paul Muni’s ‘Black ye 
has brought his anti-war play, Las 
Full Measure,’ up to date, and plans 
to have it published. 


anno, of com- 
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Broadway 





Helen Gates sailed for Mexico 


City. 

Leon Netter has returned from 
Miami. ; : 

Walter Greaza of Equity abed with 
a heavy cold last week, 

Frank McHugh east to visit rela- 
tives in New England. 

Harry Roysters are 
Miami in a week or two, 

Stanton Griffis flew town Saturday 
(2) for a Florida vacation. 

Billy Rose moves into his new Sut- 
ton place manse next week. 

Charles Moss recovering from a 
cold that badly affected his ear. 

Frank J. Kivlan now handling pro- 
motion for the Hotel Pennsylvania. 

Donette DeLys in French hospital 
recovering from appendix operation. 

Marian Spitzer placed a new two- 
part Hollywood story with Sateve- 

ost. 
a Brandt, of the Brandt Bros. 
circuit, back after some Miami sun- 
hine. 

‘ Louis Berge in Lenox Hill hos- 
pital, operated on tor bladder dis- 
order. : 

Vicki Abbott, Broadway ingenue, 
has gone to the Coast to visit Martha 
Scott. 

Paul La Porte, assistant produc- 
tion director of CBS, on a Caribbean 
cruise. 

Marguerite Henrikson, secretary to 
Stanton Griffis, has a streptococcus 
throat. 

Gus Eyssell mulling a trip through 
the southeast with his mother some 
time this month. 

Leon Bamberger baek to RKO 
after attending funeral of his mother- 
in-law in Chicago. 

Smart shops now bill it as ‘Per- 
sian caviar,’ since the great antipathy 
to anything Russky. 

Bennett Cerf and the Bob Haases 
(Random House) flew to Nassau for 
ea fortnight’s holiday. 

Josie O’Brien and Herman Fuchs 
in Golden boxoffice, Dave Mayer be- 
ing in Fifth Ave. hospital. 

Joseph F. Reilly, active in hauling 
theatrical baggage transfer, gravely 
ill in a Long Island hospital. 

Karen Verne, blonde British film 
player, arrived from Europe with 
Metro contract in her luggage. 

Harvey Day, Jr., joined sales de- 
partment of Schenley Distillers, 
traveling the southeastern states. 

Murray Ritter, first 
business and later an agent, is now 
operating Ritter’s Laundry Service. 

John Justin, British film player, in 
from England on wavy west to finish 
shooting of Korda’s ‘Thief of Bag- 
dad.’ 

Warners’ big shindig, only com- 
pany dinner-dance this winter, is be- 


driving to 


ing held Saturday (9) at the Wal- 
dorf. 
Harlan Thompson, Paramount 


producer, back to the Coast end of 
this week after glomming the new 
shows. 

Andre Daven, French film pro- 
ducer, arrived in New York with his 
wife, Danielle Parola, of the French 
screen. 

Henry Jaffe, theatrical aitorney, 
planed Friday ‘&) to Coast for vaca- 
tion, possibly including jaunt to 
Mexico. 

Laid up with some cbscure germ 
that played havoc with his leg, Jim 
Dunne of the Rivoli has filed that 
cane away. 

Al Lichtman, Metro v.p., planed in 
from the Coast Wednesday (28) and 
Out again the following day, follow- 
Ing h.o. confabs. 

Ben Serkowich, Capitol theatre 
pub chief, planed to Peoria, l., Fri- 
day (1) because of serious illness of 
his brother, David. 

Mark Murphy, one of the fifth floor 

bookers in the old Keith-Albee days, 
is closing a deal to manage a Johns- 
town, Pa., film house. 
_ Blanche Yurka east after complet- 
ing Paramount's ‘Queen of the Mob’ 
and starts this week on her one- 
woman repertory tour. 

Marilyn Hare, daughter of the late 
vaude and radio comic, Ernie Hare, 
left yesterday (Tuesday) for Holly- 


wood and a Republic contract. 
G. Ralph Branton, general man- 
ager for Tri-States Theatre Corp., 


headquartered in Des Moines, taking 
his family to California on vacation 
trip. 

Grace Moore left Monday (4) for 
@ concert tour of the south. Due 
back in two weeks, then goes west 
and to Hawaii for her first date 
there. 

Mare Lachmann back on the Coast. 
having given up “‘DuBarry’ v.a. as- 
signment. A mild form of nerves 
decided him to return to his Holly- 
wood home. 

Jack Holland, who started June 
Knight, and has had two June Harts 
as partners, is breaking in a new 


dancing femme vis-a-vis, also to be| 


known as ‘June Hart.’ 


John Kenneth Hyatt, managing di- | 


rector of the Center theatre, the sub- 
ject of an article in Our Navy, offi- 
cial mag of the U. S. N. He was a 
Naval lieutenant for six years. 

The Walt Disney influence: The 
Brass Rail pickets now carry cartoon 
placards panning the management. 
This Js perhaps the record-run 
vicketing in Times Saq., incidentally. 

Hy Gardner, Brooklyn Eagle col- 
Umnist, will be co-Boswell to Billy 
Rose with Michel Mok, just resigned 
rom the N. Y. Fost. Gardner con- 

nues his Eagle column once weekly. 

Neil Agnew back the end of this 


in the music. 


week from another swing around 
Paramount offices, this time in the 
west. Charlie Reagan, western di- 
vision chief, probably accompanies 
him back. 

Sidney B. Whipple, World-Telly 
drama critic, in Lenox Hill hospital 
with broken leg. Stumbled and fell 
alighting from taxi. Still laid up. 
George Ross covering the shows 
meantime. 

Twentieth-Fox publicists or others 
conspicuous by their absence at 
AMPA lunch paying tribute to Frank 
Nugent, who joins 20th as a writer 
this month, but other companies well 
represented. 

Town and Country wants to serial- 
ize Barney Gallant’s memoirs ahead 
of, publication. The Greenwich Vil- 
lage nitery prop. is currently work- 
ing on them and not being ghosted 
—he used to be a newspaperman. 

Steve Hanagan publicizes Miami 
Beach, and the low temperatures put 
a frost on most publicity shots. Out 
west, Hannagan has Sun Valley, 
where numerous publicity shots had 
to be cancelled because of dearth of 
snowfall, 

Oscar Serlin, producer of ‘Life 
With Father,’ will be in Mexico City 
a full month, en route there by boat. 
Has been setting back the recupera- 
tive period, compelled by illness, due 
to getting the Chi company of 
‘Father’ started. 

About 38 French pix, stalled in 

roduction by the war, await only 

5,000 to $10,000 apiece to start roll- 
ing again, according to Count J. Van 
Limberg, Dutch banker, on arrival 
here. War needs have dried up 
supply of available coin. 

Ben Atwell, legit press agent, has 
joined the staff of Walt Disney and 
is handling publicity for the cartoon 
film, ‘Pinocchio,’ exhibiting at the 
Center. P.a. recently returned from 
the Coast, where he was agenting the 
ill-fated Max Reinhardt Workshop 
players. 


London 





Monty Berman father of baby girl. 

Jack Harris quit the El Morocco 
club. 

“Me and My Girl’ closed at the 
Victoria Palace :.fter 1,300 periorm- 
ances. 

Lou Jackson has become a mem- 
ber of the Kinematograph Renters 
Society. 


London Pavilion has paid a final 


'2 dividend, making 6% for the 


past year. 

Prince Littler, who has Pat Kirk- 
wood under long-term contract, has 
sold out to George Black. 

Michael Carr a flu victim, which 
caused him tc cancel several appear- 
ances for ENSA’s troops concerts. 

After trying for 10 years, Film 
Artists -\ssociation has secured a 
seanenes contract for all studio ex- 
ras. 

Frank Zeitlin to America to sell 
‘Cavalcade of the Navy,’ made by 
Horace Shepherd for Inspiration 
Films. 

First week of February, at the 
Westminster, ‘Desire Under the Elms’ 
played to nearly $4,000 at cheap 
prices. 


opened offices in Paris, 
pointed Ray Ventura as its repre- 
sentative. 

Classy nitery, Le Suive, being con- 
structed in Stratton street, Picca- 
dilly, taking in the Old Stratton 
Club, at a cost of $25,000. 

General Film _ Distributors has 
completely evacuated its temporary 
headquarters in the country, and re- 
turned to Wardour street. 

Legeran Films, Charles M. Woolf 
subsidiary, has signed Renee Hous- 
ton for femme lead in Captain 
Bairnsfather’s ‘Old Bill’ film. 





Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 





Irvin Marks recovered from the 
grippe 
Ed Lowe, 20th-Fox exec, in from 
London. 

Jean Peres, 
died in Nice. 

Opera Ballet troupe off to Bor- 
deaux for two performances. 

Edwige Feuillere and Pierre Rich- 
ard Willm back after legit tour. 

Cannes’ Movie Festival, mentioned 
for this month, now definitely off. 

French pic director Marcel Carne, 
who drives truck in army, on leave. 

Jane Aubert returned to Nouve- 
autes show, ‘En Pleins Nerfs,’ after 
short illness. 

Aimos, French pic comedian, also 
member of French Boxing Federa- 
tion and has referee's license. 

Annette Mills, the composer of 


French pic pioneer, 


in small sketch at Chez Elle cabaret. 
Complaints being registered due to 
falling off of front line entertain- 


ing well. 

‘La Bete Humaine’ «‘The Human 
Beast’), with Jean Gabin, which was 
banned at start of war, now off the 
taboo list. 


de France,’ preemed at Oeuvre. He 
is famed for his ‘Trial of Oscar 
Wilde.” Harry Baur has lead in 
three-act play. 





sacrificed 
*Proser- 


Maurice Chevalier has 
his first auto, nicknamed 
pine,’ bought with monev earned 
|during his first stage success, to 
| French government to be broken up 
ifor munitions. 

Edouard Bourdet, author, dramatist 
and administrator of the Comedie 


|accident when struck by 
|Champs Elysee during 
He is in hospital with fractured leg. 

All Paris turned out to hear R.A.F. 
band give concert at Palais Chaillot, 
receipts going to French and British | 
soldiers’ families. Played Sibelius’ 
‘Finlandia.’ ‘Tipperarv’ as well as 
Irish and Scottish folk and military 
music. 


car 


Upon French government's deci- 
sion to discontinue microphone in 


the front lines, and demanding that 
Americans broadcast from Paris un- 
der G.H.Q. dateline. Mutual refused 
and called off scheduled weekly 
broadcast. Military authorities im- 
| mediately promised to reinstall mike 
land to offer no move opposition. 


Miami 

Fray and Braggiotti at Hollywood 
Beach Hotel. : ’ 

Henny Youngman added to Car- 
rousel lineup. - : 
| Cross and Dunn check into Club 
| Boheme this week. 

Tony Martin getting mugged with 
First Lady of the land at the Royal 
Palm. : ree 

Garbo playing hide and seek with 
scribes in trying to get back to Palm | 
Beach. a | 

Abe Lastfogel. of the William Mer- | 
ris offce, guesting on Leo Spitz's | 
yacht. | 

Sophie Tucker honored Dorothy | 
Lamour at Jack Dempsey’s Sunday | 
(3) soiree. " ; 

Joe E. Lewis sporting a d'amond 
clip, gift of Ben Brooks, owner of | 
the Carrousel. , , | 

Biscayne Fronton (jai alai courts) 
leased for Grace Moore's cne-night 











stand here Sunday (10). i 


‘Boomps-a-Daisy,’ appearing nightly | 


ment, although military cinema do- | 


Maurice Rostand’s play. ‘Les Roi | 


blackouts. | ‘Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones, 


/ Opera 


Elizabeth Montgomery, director of 
Motley’s, theatrical costumers, has 
, been signed by Warner Bros., but 
-Ssailing is held up due to permit 
trouble. 

The Old Vic is reopening at Easter, 
i having closed at outbreak of hos- 
tilities. John Gielgud will appear 
there in a three months’ season of 
classics. 

; Lois Green, Australian who under- 
| studies Beatrice Lillie in ‘All Clear.’ 


the H. M. Tennet revue, wanted for | 


| West End musical, but management 
| won't release her. 
‘The Birth of a Baby’ film made 
in New York a couple of years ago, 
,;has been given a permit for show- 
iing here, but no one under 18 will 
be allowed to see it. 
| In addition 


{ing produced bv 


|will have in the cast 
' roll Gibbons. 
| In April, Herbert Farjeon is pre- 


at the Little theatre. 
‘The Country Wife,’ 
mione Baddeley. 


First will be 


Peter Maurice Music Corp. has, 
and .ap-, 


to Binnie Hale and | 
Leslie Henson, the new musical be- | 
Firth Shephard | 
Patricia | 
Burke, Stanley Holloway and Car- | 


starring Her- ; 


on his reading after being out ahead 
of Maurice Evans’ ‘Hamlet.’ 

Betty Weston, of the singing Wes- 
ton Sisters, and Alvin Speer have 
announced their engagement. 

C. C. Kellenberg and Harold Lund 
off for Florida, and the Joe Hillers 
and Al Mercurs are just back. 

Allen Davis, until recently man- 
ager of WB’s Manor, and Janet 
Browdy will wed in the spring. 

‘Vanities’ took along three local 
gals for its line, Mary Lou Savage, 
Sally McDonough and Margie Noble. 

Fred Burleigh’s mother surprised 
him by coming on from Maine for 
his opening in ‘Our Town’ at Play- 
house. 

Walter Ramsey, of Jimmie Fidler 
staff and husband of Dorothy Man- 
ners, accOmpanying radio commen- 
tator on tour. 

Polly Rowles and Tom Wilmot, 
who were together in ‘Private Lives’ 
at Playhouse, will be teamed again 
in ‘Biography.’ 








Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





U. S. traders report that there'll be 
'no product shortage this year be- 
cause of the war. 

Indie vaude-revue bid in Perth, 
western Australia, hit the skids and 
left local acts holding an empty sal- 
ary bag. 

Trade still maintains bright pace 
in pic field. Leaders are ‘Oz’ (M-G), 
‘Smith’ (Col), ‘Rains Came’ (20th), 
‘Lion Has Wings’ (UA), ‘Babes in 
Arms’ (M-G), ‘Star Maker’ (Par). 

Sam Snider, Film Council of Au- 
stralia, and co-partner in Snider- 
Dean, has offered theatre screens to 
authorities for any naval or military 
propaganda boost to aid war aims. 

Biz is improving- at  Carroll- 
Musgrove’s Prince Edward, Sydney, 
and a dividend of sixpence per share 
will be paid stockholders. Prince 
Edward is Par’s show-window in 
Sydney. 

George Dean, Snider-Dean, look- 
seeing theatre holdings in Tasmania, 
in which loop is linked with Hoyts. 
Dean, who recently married his 
private secretary, is also making trip 
|a honeymoon. 

Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
Greater Union Theatres, married to 
Lillian Colefax. Rydge granted di- 
vorce from former wife just prior to 
New York trip last year, and was 
given custody of his two boys. 

Understood that Metro will have 
{a record number of copies made lo- 

cally of ‘Gone With the Wind’ for 
‘spotting in principal centers here and 
in New Zealand. ‘Wind’ exploita- 
tion will be handled by Mike Lustig 
and Hal Carleton. 








New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


senting a series of 17th century com- | 
edies for a run of six weeks each, | 





Morris Joseph back from Fla. 
Billy Elder staging one-day vaude 


Jack Hylton has three vaudeville | at his Bijou Saturdays. 


units lined up. They are ‘Youth 


Maurice Evans lectured at Yale 


Takes a Bow,’ m.c.d by Brian Michie; ! while here with ‘Hamlet.’ 


'son show. 
| 


| tures, 


Vic Oliver back in ‘Black Velvet’ | 


j;after 10 days with German measles. 


Those replacing him interim were | 
Condos Bros., Ernest Shannon and | manager, 
While at the Savoy, ! mother recently. 
Teddy | 


Arthur Prince. L 
iwhere he was doubling, 
Brown was the replacer. 


‘That Man Again,’ starring Tommy | 
Handley, and Jack Warner’s Garri- | musical, ‘Too Many Boys.’ 
All three are radio fea- | 


Yale Dramat doing an _ original 
Ex-Ziegfelder Doris Vinton home 
from South American cruise. 
Glen Gray and Jan Savitt set for 
Musicians’ Ball at Armory, March 8. 
The College theatre’s assistant 
Bob Munzner, lost his 


Hometown family and friends of 
| William Cameron Menzies all puffed 


Bud Flanagan’s flu kept him out | up over Acad award. 


of the Palladium show, and gave 


two numbers which Flanagan sings. 

London Palace (1921), Ltd., has 
had a tough time, having paid no 
dividend for 10 years. There was a 
debit of $125,000. At this stage Lee 
Ephraim came along with the Jack 
Hulbert-Cicely Courtneidge show, 
‘Under Your Hat,’ which recently 
reached its 500th performance. The 
company is now almost out of debt. 
and a dividend is in the offing. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





John Garfield's ‘Heavenly Express’ 
booked into Nixon for week of 
April 1}. 

Floyd Bender, Millvale exhib, and 
Olivette Webster will be married 
April 5. 

Bill Zeilor, Alvin manager, on the 
job again after a month’s tussle with 
pneumonia. 

Bob Gill directing new Pittsburgh 
Society’s first production, 
‘Tales of Hoffman.’ 

Peter Higgins has hit the old home- 
town again for an engagement at 
the Old Shay Gardens. 

Reggie (Tassels) White pencilled 
back into the Casino for a return 
visit week of March 17. 

William E. Kane, son of the vet 
Pitcairn exhibitor, running for state 
assembly on GOP ticket. 

Jack Judd, of National Screen 
Service, laid uo in the Eye and Ear 
hospital with a strep ear. 

Mrs. Sammy Walters, wife of Her- 
man Middleman, fiddler, recovering 
in the hosp from operation. 


Francaise, recovering from. serious | McGinty) a chance to exercise his | local skating club. 
on| tonsils with ‘Run, Rabbit, Run’ and | son staging. 
> the | 


| tion for role in new ether program. 


| Ice revue, ‘Stepping Along,’ at 


|Frank McGinty (Willie, West and | Arena, March 15-16, under auspices 


Maribel Y. Vin- 


Heavy advance sale on preem of 
‘Higher and Higher’ tomorrow 
(Thursday), with Broadway skedded | 
to be well represented. } 


St. Louis | 
By Sam X. Hurst 


LaVerne Busher and Jean Schulte, 


natives, are members of ‘Ice Follies 
of 1940, current at the Arena. 

Jan Kiepura and Ezio Pinza, both | 
from New York’s Met, have been | 
inked for roles during spring season | 
of St. Louis Grand Opera Assn. 

Jackman Bieger, member of the | 
Portal Players, has accepted invite 
from a Chicago radio station to audi- 


Janet R. Walsh filed suit for 
divorce from Ralph J. Walsh, for- 
mer New York theatre manager. She 
charges desertion and asks custody 
of two minor sons. She asserted 


| she doesn't know where Walsh is at | 


| 
j 


' director. 


| filed suit in U. S. Court alleging firm | 
| was insolvent. 
ris L. Rosenbloom, holder of a note | 


resent. 

Town Square theatre, a_ straw- 
hatte. operating on the roof of a | 
west end office building, is readying 
for forthcoming season. “Two Merry 
Gentlemen’ and ‘Dame Nature’ have 


been skedded Willard Holland, now | 


appearing in ‘Pancho’ at Pasadena 
(Cal.) Playhouse, will 


Three creditors of Greenman Thea- 
tres, Inc., former operators of the | 


return as | 


| through the midwest keys 


Hollywood 


Victor Fleming laid up with fiu. 
Sonja Henie on Honolulu vacation, 
W. Ray Johnston in from Manhat- 





n. 

Otto Kruger recovering from bron- 
chitis. 

Harry Link in town for 
huddles. 

Maureen O’Hara to Chicago for 
personal. 

Jock Whitney planed to Miami for 
the races. 

William Hebert joined Paramount 
publicity staff. 

Gladys Rosson 
major surgery. 

Mary Martin back from New York 
for picture work. 

Jane Withers returned from two- 
month stage tour. 

Fredric March bought a house in 
Mandeville Canyon. 

John Aalberg clippered to Hono- 
lulu for a fortnight. 

Myrna Loy _ visiting her 
town, Helena, Mont. 
Darryl F. Zanuck to Sun Valley 
for month’s vacation. 
Louis B. Mayer back at his desk 
after two-week illness. 

Franz Waxman passed final exam 
for American citizenship. 

Marion Ann Vernon filed suit for 
divorce from Wally Vernon. 

. King Charney bought Bert 

Wheeler’s hotel in Palm Springs. 

James Coston vacationing in town 


studie 


recovering from 


home 


from his Warner circuit job in 
Chicago. 
Oliver March returned to his 


camera job after two months on the 
‘sick list. 

Lana Turner and Artie Shaw to 
New York next week on delayed 
honeymoon. 

Ford Frick ogling studios in the 
course of his annual tour of the 
baseball camps. 

Undeen Darnell, sister of Linda 
Darnell, and Harrv Wendell, Hunter, 
Jr., wed her> Friday (1). 

Osa Johnson named _ honorary 
chairman of National Wild Life Re- 
storation Week, March 17-23. 

William Wellman, a Leap Year 
baby, celebrated his 11th birthday at 


os Academy dinner. (‘Born Feb. 
Jack Pepper returned to Para- 
mount’s music. department. after 
eight-month absence due to an arm 
injury. 


Dalton Trumbo back from New 
York after receiving the American 
Booksellers’ Award for his yarn, 
‘Johnny Got His Gun.’ 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Allan Jones in Twin City for con- 
cert. 

Eddie Ruben and wife off on 
cruise. 

Billy Evidon, Columbia office man- 
ager, engaged to wed. 

Shirley Shuman, formerly of Uni- 
versal, now a mother. 

Lillian Muller, of Warners, recov- 
ering from minor operation. 

University theatre offering Max- 
well Anderson’s ‘Star Wagon,’ 

Dean Lutz and Bob Branton added 
to Warners’ booking department. 
Bob Marston resigned from RKO 
to become a National Screen booker, 
Bill Volk, indie circuit operator, 
joining his brother aad partner, Sid, 
in Florida. 

Ear ailment has Clarence K. Olson, 


Warners branch manager, out of 
commission. 

Jimmy Joy’s orchestra into Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. re- 
placing Bill Bardo. 

Bobby Branton resigned as Na- 


tional Screen booker to take similar 
position with Warners. 
Irving Gillman, Esquire theatre 
owner, building $75,000 800-seat the- 
atre in Chisholm, Minn. 

Harry Dickerman, loca] indie cir- 
cuit operator, bought = 1,200-seat 
Granada in Racine, Wis. 

Dewey Johnson, former Congress- 





man and popular with the theatre 
crowd, to run for govern r. 
Curly’s night club, one of the 


Loop’s leading spots, raided for al- 
legedly selling liquor after hours. 

L. E. Goldhammer, RKO district 
manager, to Omaha to meet J. H. 
McIntyre and H. J. Michaelson, Ned 
Depinet drive leader and short sub- 


jects’ sales manager, respectively, 
who will come here for meeting 
March 12. 


~ Chicago 


Jesse Stool in to set start of new 
Lincoln music tunes, 

Louise Fitch recouping after a 
siege of strep throat. 

Sylvan Spira now head of the 
Santly music office here. 

Sam Ward to Texas for getaway of 
the Rubin Gruberg carny s€ason. 

Elliott Kalcheim now associated 
with brother Henry in law practice. 

Joe Glaser making several trips 
to set 
| some of his orchestras. 
Jack Fascinato making the most of 


Yale. Dakota and Lexington nabes, |some Frabian Andre orchestra lay- 


Petitioners are Mor- 


for $1,791: A. Reinert & Co., holder 
of a $100 note, and William Houser, 
Inc., holder of an unpaid bill for 


Elmer Kenyon home catching up / merchandise totaling $781. 


off time to set lyrics for some new 
tunes. 

John Joseph. Universal press chief, 
brought in Bela Lugosi and Vincent 
Price for personals at local premiere 

\of both ‘House of Seven Gables’ end 


i ‘Black Friday.’ 











VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 6, 1949 








== 





OBITUARIES 


AL REEVES 

Alfred H. Reeves, 75, retired bur- 
lesque producer and actor, once 
known as the ‘King of Burlesque,’ 
died in a Brooklyn, N. Y., hospital 
Feb, 26 after a three-day illness. 

A native New Yorker, Reeves 
gtarted as a performer in 1876 in a 
ginging and dancing act. He also 
was well known as a banjo player. 
He is said to have worked for B. F. 
Keith when the late vaudeville mag- 
nate was just starting his career, 
and he later ,appeared in many 
variety houses and acted with such 
companies as Tony Pastor’s, the 
Howard Athenaeum Troupe and 
others, In 1891 he launched his own 
company known for years as Al 
Reeves and His Beauties. 

At the turn of the century he 
abandoned vaude for burlesque and 
did not return until 1922, when he 
brought his familiar routine back to 
the Keith circuit. He was one of 
the few, if not the only, burlesque 
star to bring a dress suit into vaude- 
ville with him. The others were 
perennial with their low-comedy 
antics and baggy pants. 

Since his retirement he had been 
a resident of Laurelton, Queens, 
N. Y. Shortly before his illness he 
had planned to appear in an Elks’ 
Minstrel show at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, March 9. 

Surviving is his widow, Mrs. Al- 
meda Fowler Reeves. 





PHILIP WOOD 

Philip Wood, 44, actor, author and 
playwright, died suddenly in Holly- 
wood March 3 after suffering a heart 
attack in his sleep. He had re- 
cently completed the part of the 
choirmaster in the screen version of 
Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer prize- 
winning play, ‘Our Town.’ 

A vet legit player, who had played 
in a number of Broadway produc- 
tions, Wood made his stage debut 
with William Gillette in ‘Secret 
Service’ and, after serving with the 
American Ambulance Corps _ in 
France during the World War, re- 
turned to his N.Y. stage career, play- 
ing alternately with the Theatre 
Guild for several years and in 
George Abbott plays for five. His 
most recent stage appearance was 
as the Harvard man in ‘Primose 
Path,’ last year, a performance that 
received excellent notices despite 
a generally unfavorable press reac- 
tion to the play itself, 

In the fall of 1936, a comedy by 
Wood and Stewart Beach was pro- 


duced at the Mansfield, N.Y., but it 
had a stay of only a few perform- 
He had also had short stories 
and articles published in the Sateve- 


ances, 


post, among other mags. 


Surviving are his widow and two 
a student at 
and Gretchen, Scar- 


children, Philip, Jr., 
Swarthmore, 
borough school student. 





EMIL RINKENDORF 


Emil Rinkendorf, 77, colorful Can- 


ton band leader for over 50 years 
died Feb. 26 at the home of his son, 
Paul, in nearby Massillon, O. 

Best known as the director of the 


30 years. 


sequence 
place in 1933, during the Leipzig 
commemoration of the 
versary of Wagner's death. 
had presented to him the order of 
the German Eagle upon his last 
birthday. 


chain of stores and was president of 
a bank, then lost everything except 
his friends who, when adversity hit 
hardest, re-elected him to the state 
treasureship with an overwhelming 
vote. 





espionage. After the Armistice, he 
left the U. S., never to return again, 
and thereafter conducted outstand- 
ing symph orchs in Europe. He 
batoned at the Bayreuth Festival for 


ARNOLD DOLMETSCH 


Arnold Dolmetsch, 82, an authority 
upon music and instruments in use 
prior to the 16th century, and 
founder of the Haslemere Music Fes- 
tival, died in Haslemere, Surrey, 
England, Feb. 29. 

Starting in 1935, the annual Hasle- 
mere Festivals are held the last two 
weeks of July. Every year the event 
has brought thousands to ear Dol- 
metsch and his family give concerts 
of long-forgotten works on obsolete 
instruments. In recognition of his 
artistic services, the British Govern- 


Dr. Muck’s last appearance of con- 
in musical circles took 


50th anni- 
Hitler 





TOMMY HYDE 


GUS ELEN 

Gus Elen, 77, oldtime vaudeville 
comedian, died in London, Feb. 17. 
Contemporary with Marie Lloyd, 
Albert Chevalier and Gedrge Form- 
by, he specialized in low-comedy 
songs that became household favor- 
ites. 

He retired in 1914, saying he had 
earned enough money. He made a 
farewell tour in 1931 and is reported 
to have refused a $20,000 offer to 
make a iilm. 





GEORGE ROBINSON 

George Robinson, 70, for 15 years 
manager of the Brighton theatre, 
Brighton Beach, Brooklyn, when 
that house played vaudeville during 
the two-a-day era, died March 4 at 
his home in Brooklyn. His brother, 
Dave, now deceased, had built the 


Tommy Hyde, 58, prominent tap 
dancing instructor, who since his re- 
tirement from active stage work 
conducted a Broadway dance studio, 
died March 1 at the Roosevelt hos- 
pital, N. Y., from the effects of a 
paralytic stroke which he suffered 12 
days previously. 

Hyde appeared in an act known as 
the Honey Boys as recently as five! 
years ago. With Irving Karo, Bill 
Douglas and Eddie Richardson, he 
worked in blackface, along minstrel 
lines, doing a routine of songs and 
dancing. 

Since he became an instructor, he 
taught such dancers as The De 
Marcos, Georges and Jalna, Linda 
Moody and the Cavanaugh Sisters. 
His pupils have announced their in- 
tentions of continuing the school as 
long as possible as a memorial to 
him. 

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Adelaide 
Hyde. Funeral services were held 
Sunday (3) in N. Y. 





MRS. KENYON BISHOP 
Mrs. Kenyon Bishop, 80, former 


: ~ sy ase | Brighton. 
ment placed him upon the civil list A sister and three brothers sur- 
pension in 1937, and the following |... 





year he was made a chevalier of the | 
French Legion of Honor. 

Surviving is his widow, two sons _ 
and a daughter. 





FLOYD MENNEILEY 
Floyd Menneiley, 48, veteran of 
| theatrical boxoffices, died Feb. 29 in 
Hollywood following a heart attack. 
RHETTA E. DEAVES At the time of his death he was 

Mrs. Rhetta E. Deaves, wife of the | treasurer of Earl Carroll’s Holly- 
late Harry Deaves, died at her home | wood nitery. 
in Roselle, N. J., Jan. 26, as result; In the past he had managed the 
of a fall of but a few steps in her! Biltmore theatre, Los Angeles, and 
home. had been house manager for Fox 

Long in the profession as Harry | West Coast. Surviving is his widow. 
and Rhetta Deaves, and later the, 
family act of ‘Deaves Manikins,’ they | 
were the first marionette turn to de- 
part from the usual pantomime and 
vaudeville style of performances to 
the dramatization of children’s plays. 
Their most popular offering was that 
of a burlesque on ‘Uncle Tom's 
Cabin.’ 

Mrs. Deaves is survived by a son. 
and daughter, both married. 








ANNE N. LOBDELL 

Anne Nugent Lobdell, one of the 
early women film theatre owners, 
died at her home in Rosedale, Miss., 
Feb. 25. Miss Lobdell had owned 
and operated the Talisman theatre, 
Rosedale, for years. 

Surviving are her mother, seven 
sisters and brothers. 





SOL E. GORDON 
Sol E. Gordon, 56, southwestern at- 


|torney and president of Jefferson 
Frank N. Murphy, 51, Sormer — ' Amusement Co., operating approxi- 
of the Warner studio electrical de- | mately 70 theatres in the western 








FRANK N. MURPHY 





stage actress, died Feb. 24 in Los 
Angeles. She had played on the} 
New York stage for 45 years and re- | 
tired in 1923 to live in California. 
Early in her career she appeared 
in several comedies with Leo Dit- 
richstein and later with Charles Co- 
burn. 

Mrs, Bishop’s most recent stage ap- 
pearance was with Mr. and Mrs. 
Coburn in their revival of ‘The Yel- 
low Jacket’ in Los Angeles in 1929. 
She had been with the Coburns in 
their original productions of ‘The 
Better Ole’ and ‘The Bronx Express’ 
in New York. 





RICHARD SINGER 
Richard Singer, 60, Hungarian con- 
cert pianist, who appeared before 
the crowned heads of Europe and 
was a member of noted European 
symphony orchestras, died of a heart 
attack Feb. 28 while rehearsing in 
a N. Y. studio. 

The World War brought about a 
marked decline in his fortunes, and 
so he decided to come to the United 
States. He made his American debut 
at Aeolian Hall, N. Y., on May 4, 
1924. Of late he had been connected 
with the Federal Music Project. He 
also was an associate of the Com- 
posers’ Forum-Laboratory, which 
sponsored his introduction of some 


, 


‘in Hollywood from a heart ailment. 


— 


partment, died Feb. 29 at his home | territory, died Feb. 28 in 


| Texas 

- é at | Baltimore, suffering a stroke. 

ec lngee rs. gual canal be-| “Further details in film section. 
Murphy joined the film industry in 

the early '20s and played an im- | — ; 
portant part in the early develop- | Petey Benge Mh Me 
ment of sound films and in the es-|) 04 a laa daa a tr Ga 
tablishment of the Warners’ radio | "©9@, Was fot y 


station, KFWB. Surviving are his | “004 home March 4. 


“iiew eal oon She transferred to the Coast from 


|New York in 1912, and had been 


GEORGE Ww. MOODY | with the studio since. 

George W. Moody, 65, well-known | 
exhibitor in the Pittsburgh district | 
and theatre owner in Brownsville | ; 
and Charleroi, Pa. died last week | Chestra leader, di 
of a heart attack.” He was stricken | City after an 
in front of his garage after driving | months. — ' 
home from work, and his wife dis-| Born in San Francisco, he was a 
covered him slumped over the wheel graduate of the Juilliard School of 
of his car. He died half an hour | Music. 
later. 

Moody went into the theatre biz | 
in Charleroi in 1928, when he pur- | , 
chased the interests of Mike Rosen- | was connected with the Chappell 
bloom. In 1933, he went into the| Music Co, died in New York 
Brownsville field with C. W. Dick- | March 1. 
inson, a partnership which con- | A piano accompanist, she worked 
tinued until Moody's death. The| With Jerome Kern on the scores of 
firm operated three houses in that | his shows for the past 15 years. 
time. 





CLARICE ROBINS 








JOEL ._ SILVER 
Joel Silver, 36, Newark, N. J., or- 
ed March 3 in that 
illness of several 





BESSIE REYNOLDS 
Bessie Reynolds, around 40, who 





DAVID FINESTONE 
| David Finestone, 55, long connect- 
| ed with the Shuberts, died Feb. 28 at 





SEELEY F. TRUDELLE 
Seeley F. Trudelle, 64, who a quar- 


secretary to! 
editorial | 








ter of a century ago was one of the | 
best known of the smaller circus | 
composers. Owners, whose trained animal cir- 


original compositions of American 








old Grand Army band, Rinkendorf 
took over this group of semi-pro- 
fessional musicians in 1883 and made 
it an outstanding musical organiza- 
tion. The band became well known 
as ‘McKinley’s Own,’ and was one of 
the features of his two presidential 
campaigns. In later years, Rinken- 
dorf became director of the Canton 
American Legion band and directed 
it in several national competitions. 
He also composed music, including 
‘Across the Rockies,’ well known 
among musical groups. President 
McKinley offered him the appoint- 
ment as director of the U. S. Marine 
band in 1898, but he declined it. 

He had also toured with a vaude- 
ville unit as a boy. He was con- 
ductor in 1883 of the road com- 
pany orch of the musical show, ‘The 
Girl I Love,’ which post he left to 
take over the pit band of the Grand 
Opera house, Canton, which preceded 
his appointment as director of the 
Grand Army band there. 

Son and daughter survive. 





DR. KARL MUCK 
Dr. Karl Muck, 80, former con- 
ductor of the Boston Symph, died in 
Stuttgart, Germany, March 4. 
Celebrated as a Wagnerian mae- 
stro, he was conductor of the 
Boston Symph at the time the United 
States entered the World War, and, 
because of his German origin, was 
swept from the post during the war- 
time hysteria that swept the country 
in 1918. 


His widow, Mrs. Rosa Singer, a! cus toured Canada, New York State’ 
former Opera singer, and a daughter|and the New England territory 
survive, every season, died Feb. 18 in Can-! 
ton, O., after a lingering illness. 

JOSIE LE COY He went to the West Coast years | 

Mrs. Josephine McDonald, who, as | 289 with his animal circus and after | 
Josie LeCoy, appeared in vaudeville, | Several seasons there, returned to) 
burlesque and legit for more than| Ohio seven years ago to become a 
|25 years, died at the home of her/ Partner in the Banard Bros. circus. 
|niece, Mrs. Harold W. Lee, in Spring- | 4 motorized outfit. After this show 
| field, Mass., Feb, 22. | closed, he retired from active show 
| Noted as a yodeler, she started business. 
her career at the age of 12. After | 
|a few years of vaude, she turned to| THOMAS P. HOLLIS 
j legit, and first appeared with Harry | Thomas P. Hollis, 73, one of the | 
| Williams in ‘Waifs of New York.’| earliest theatre supply dealers in 
She was also seen in ‘Cold Day’ with| Pittsburgh, died there last week of 
Perkins D. Fisher and in ‘Mardo’ @ heart attack. Hollis began in the 
with Frank I. Frayne. industry 30 years ago as machine 

Miss LeCoy later returned to vaude | T¢Pairman for the General Film Co., 
in a sister act with Mabel Sissons, | and in 1914 he established his own 
and once played on the old Colum-| Dusiness, later taking on a partner, 
bia burlesque wheel. She retired B. Morton, present manager of 
some years ago upon marrying Rob- | the National Theatre Supply, Pitts- 
ert J. McDonald, theatrical manager. | burgh. 

In addition to her husband, she is! _ Hollis leaves a daughter, Mrs. 
survived by a brother. Marian H. Williams, wife of Newt 
Williams, NTS sales rep in the Pitts- | 


| burgh district. 
SOLOMON LEVITAN | 
Solomon Levitan, 77, builder of the JOSEPH SWICKARD 
Strand and Capitol theatres, Madi-| Joseph Swickard, 74, veteran of 
son, Wis., and six times treasurer of ; the Stage and screen, died Feb. 29 
the Badger state, died Feb. 27 at Wis- | in Hollywood, after a long illness. 
consin General hospital, Milwaukee | He had been ailing since the murder 
Born in Russia, he came to America | of his former wife, Margaret McDon- 
as a boy, traveled Wisconsin as a ald, by her son about a year ago. 
peddler with a pack on his back, and| Swickard entered pictures 28 years 
not only became a millionaire, but | ago, : 
one of the most picturesque and best-| the major studios, 
loved figures in the history of Wis- | acter roles. 


| 


? 
. 








+ 








chiefly in char- | 


In recent years he had | 





He was arrested and interned as 
ana enemy alien, being suspected of | 


| 
been a free lance. He had no known | 


relatives in Hollywood. 


consin politics.- 
Besides his two theatres he had a 


‘his home in Bogota, N. J., after a 


| New York exhibitor, died in Miami 


| months. 


died of convulsions at the Merrill 
/home in Forest Hills, L. I., March 4. 
|It was thought at first the child 


| strangled, but an autopsy proved 
| different. 


and worked for practically all|4 in St. Louis. 
; nected with newspapers there in va- 


paralytic stroke. 
Details in legit section. 


WILLIAM YOST 
William Yost, 59, widely known 


Beach March 4, following a stroke. 
Further details in film section. 





Francis Van Arman Brown, father 
of Helen Hayes, died in Pearson, Md., 
March 1 after an illness of several 
He was a manager of road 
salesmen for a Washington, D. C., 
wholesale butcher concern. Miss 
Hayes assumed her mother’s maiden 
name shortly after launching her 
career. 





Mrs. Cordelia Trahan, 63, mother 
of Al Trahan, vaudevillian, died in 
a New Bedford, Mass., hospital 
March 4 from pneumonia and com- 
plications. Trahan flew from Palm 
Beach in a race with death, arriving 
at the Newark Airport in tropical 
suit and white shoes. He’s the only 
survivor. 





Infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Dick 
Merrill—mother is Toby Wing, of 
films and stage; father is the flyer— 


Father, 74, of Reeves and Cullen 
Espy, theatre managers, died March 
He had been con- 


rious editorial capacities. 





ee Speers, of Paramount's 
city staff, died Feb. 27 j 
wood. —— 





Helen C. Mallen, mothe 
Mallen, . vaudeville actor, 
26 in New York. Another 
ard, also survives. 


~~ 
—— 


MARRIAGES 


Norma Mullen to Al 
Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 29. 
wood agent. 


Jeanne Bergersen to Rober 
New York, Feb. 25. He's a Shue 
company manager; she’s a legit mu 
sical player. : 

Dorothy Leissand to 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 29. He’s ow 
the Rhumba theatre, Pitt. a 
Gwen McCleary to Robert Ha 
in Des Moines, March 3. Bride with 
KRNT-KSO; he’s writer and pho- 
tograper for Look mag. 

Agnes MacDonald to F 
in Las Vegas, Nev., Feb, 
Paramount production ex 

Ruth Abbott to Neil 
Yuma, Arviz., Feb, 24. Bri is j 
Paramount casting Office. ~ im 


Kay Starr to Meredith 
in Chillicothe, Mo., Pen. ee 
is singer with Joe Venuti's orches- 
tra; he’s bass player with the outfit, 

Sally Ney Leonard to E 
Everett Hale, March 1, in Begg 
Groom is former player now with 
Equity; bride an actress. 


tr of Day, 
died F 
Son, How. 


Kingston, in 
He's a Holly. 


Jake Soltz, in 


red Leahy, 
17, He's a 
ec, 


Dundas, in 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Cooney, daughter, 
in Billings, Mont., Feb. 15. Father 
is on the announcing staff of KGHL, 
Billings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jarrico, son, tn 
Hollywood, Feb. 28. Father is a 
screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Pasternacki, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Feb, 29. 
Father is librarian of Paramount's 
music department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Wright, son, in 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. Father is cam- 
eraman at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Trotti, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Feb. 28. Father is 
screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Nixon, daugh- 
ter, in Kansas City, Feb. 27. Father 
is manager of the Music Hall of the 
K. C. municipal auditorium. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bud Linn, daughter, 
in Los Angeles, March 2. Father is 
with King’s Men Quartet. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Steiner, son, 
in Los Angeles, March 2. Father is 
composer at Warners. 





Television 


Continued from page 1 











|FCC has cleared the way for tele- 
| vision’s entry into its second stage. 
|The first stage was the experimental 
license under which an advertiser 
could put on a television show s0 
long as he provided the talent and 
paid no money whatever to the 
licensee. With the second, which, 
according to the FCC's latest order, 
becomes effective Sept. 1, 1940, the 
telecaster will be permitted _ to 
charge advertisers for production, 
engineering and other services in- 
volving overhead. : 

Full commercialization will prevail 
with the third, and final, stage. Mean- 
while television operators will still 
be barred from charging for trans- 
mission facilities. . 

Limited Sponsorship 
Washington, March 5. 

Sharing of financial cost of pro 
gram experimentation in the tele- 
vision field starts Sept. 1 under Te 
vised rules adopted by the FCC last 
week, but the emphasis in regula- 
tion remains on the need for further 
research, with equipment makers 
cautioned to go slow about inducing 
the public to sink large sums 11 re- 
ceivers. 


Pigeon-holing the idea of stand- 


ards, the Commish pretty we 
rubber-stamped the recommen 
tions of its special committee 


ms and laid down 


telecasting probie ble to the 


regulations that are agreea 
bulk of the license-holders who testi- 
fied at recent hearings. Television 
can come out of the hot-house, undet 
the FCC decision, but all branche! 
of the industry must be careful abou 
not duping the public. 
The final report—adopte 
mously despite some strons ‘an 
in favor of government operation 
and against any money-making ‘ 
allows what has been described - 
‘limited commercialization’ by tc 
operators whose principal interest . 
in perfecting program technique 0 
finding out what the public desit© 


d unani- 
feeling 





Linda Speers, infant daughter of 


in the way of service. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





New Type Audiences for ‘Gone’ 
Los Angeles. 


‘ditor, VARIETY: ; 
4 most interesting fact about 
‘Gone With the Wind’ has not been 


told. 


i i to the 

-rease in general business due o the 

chensena of people that Gone’ has 
drawn to downtown Los Angeles. 

It will, of course, 


office records, and it has already up- 


‘tions about production, | covered by Wladimir A. Timm who| 
set all traditlo prices and came across it in a collection of im- | 


istribution, admission 
disybition in general. But what ap- 
peals to me is the kind of people who 
are coming to see 
stand 10 minutes or less in the lobby 
of the United Artists theatre. 
pose the same is true | 
where the picture is now playing. 

They are very elderly people who 
rarely, if ever, go to see motion pic- 
tures; shut-ins, to whom the exertion 


is too great; invalids and cripples of 
#ll sort. Of course the evening audi- 
ences are of the ‘melting pot kind | 


end at mornings and afternoon 
shows ; 
crutches, in wheel chairs, 


motors with their nurses, 


and in 


that 


them to think. 
What is the answer? Simply this 
--that such a picture draws the peo- 


ple we exhibitors try so hard to get. 


—the very infrequent movie-goers, 


and most important, the very large | 


class of people in all walks of life 
who needed something like ‘Gone’ to 
re-awaken their ‘interest and make 


them picture-conscious again, and 
Dave Selznick deserves a lot of 


credit for producing such an out- 
standing picture. The picture actu- 


ally ought to lift theatre attendance | 


for some time to come if followed by 
good pictures. Maybe it will in some 
degree, have the same reviving ef- 
fect that sound had upon picture 
theatre attendance. Let’s hope so! 
Thomas D. Soriero. 


2a World War's ‘Tipperary’ 
London. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


In Variety of Jan, 3, I have noticed 
an article by Irwin Dash relating to 
songs which are popular with the 
British troops. I am more than sur- 
prised in reading this article to find 
that he has omitted to mention the 
most popular song of all, ‘Beer Bar- 
rel Polka,’ and feel justified in pro- 
testing sirongly against the omis- 
sion of this outstanding song suc- 
cess. At the outbreak of the war 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ was already a 


No. 1 song hit and on account of 
its cheery, marching chorus ‘Roll 


Out The Barrel’ it instantaneously 
became the marching song of the 
British troops. 

I do not know on what author- 
liy Mr. Dash has made his state- 
ments, but I do know that every 
week since the war, we have been 
receiving from 50 to 150 newspaper 
cuttings showing and proving that 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ is being used by 
the troops everywhere. Further, in 
the official BBC news bulletins it 
was announced that the Canadian 
and Australian contingents had ar- 
rived also singing ‘Roll Out The 
Barrel.’ I am sure there can be no 
adult or child, save those of very 
tender years, who is not familiar 
with this song. Further, in all the 
broadcasts from ‘somewhere in 
France’ of concerts to British troops, 
everyone knows that the ‘Polka’ has 
been predominant, and the manner 
in which the troops take up the 
chorus on every occasion proof 
positive of its unwaning popularity. 
In unsolicited publicity, I am con- 
fident that no other song, with the 
exception probably of ‘Tipperary’ 
has achieved such prominence. Dur- 
ing the Christmas season, the sales 
of records and sheet music of ‘Beer 
Barrel’ broke all records. The above 
Bre facts and can be verified. There 
's no doubt that this song will be 
remembered in later years as the 
‘Tipperary’ of the present war. 
-As the publishers thereof~I fee! 
that the omission of this song in 
Mr. Dash’s article is detrimental to 
cur reputation, and would, therefore. 
#sk you to be good enough to give 
the above statements publicity in 
order to rectify the matter. : 

Keith Prowse & Co., Ltd. 
By S. Van Lier, general manager. 


is 





Composed By a Czech 
Heavy royalty coin from ‘Beer 
Barrel Polka’ has been placed in 
€scrow both in America and England 
fcr payment to the composer afte! 
the war’s over. Songwriter is Jaro- 


rep Yejvoda, a Czech, now under 
“€rman domination. 


An air of secrecy first surrounded 


.the impounding of the money 


A careful checkup with the | 
downtown merchants reveals an in-) 


break all box-. 


we have many people on) 


it | 
would astonish anyone and cause’ 


in 
‘England to forestall possible seizure 
‘by the German government. How- 
ever this was deemed most unlikely 
inasmuch as the bulk of his share 
in held in neutral U. S. Tune origi- 
nally bore the title of ‘Skoda Lasky’ 
(Pity of Love’) and was published 
in Czechoslovakia by a Mrs. Hoff- 
/man. 


As pointed out in a _ previous 
| Variety story the music was dis- 


| ported records. He brought it to 
| RCA Victor who waxed it for Amer- 


it and who may | ican consumption. It wasn’t until disc | 
be judged by anyone who cares to}sales boomed that the value of the’ general 


composition became known. Then 


L Lew Brown. 


| Record sales in England alone 


ihave exceeded 1,500,000 discs and | 
ap- | 


sheet music consumption is 
proaching the million mark. It’s been 
equally popular in America, where 
‘it led the best sellers for months. 


.lish publishers of the song, states 
it is the only modern song in his 
memory which didn't pass the peak 
of its popularity in six months. 


A Bow for the Shuberts 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
In your issue of Feb. 14, on page 
51, I noticed a story under the head- 


line, ‘Shuberts ‘Donation’.’ This re- } 
ferred to some minor charges for ex- | 
penses which the Shuberts had made | 


in connection with a rehearsal of the 


tion for the week of benefit perform- 
ances which the producers and cast 
of the ‘Taming of the Shrew’ so gen- 
erously gave for the Finnish Relief 


Fund. Apparently the trifling charge | 


for expenses to which the article 


refers was doubtless put through in} 


a routine manner without its com- 
ing to the knowledge of anyone in 
responsible charge of the organiza- 
tion. 

I think that you will be interested 
to know that John Shubert has acted 
as chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of our National Amusement 
Commiitee. He has given generously 
of his time, and that of associates in 


‘his organization, to the Finnish Re- | 
lief Fund activities. His father, J. J. | 


Shubert, and his uncle, Lee Shubert, 
have also assisted us, 

It would be a fairness due to any- 
one so generous of time and enthu- 
siastic interest for us to say that 
the great success which we have had 
in various benefit performances for 
the Finnish Relief Fund in New 
York, Chicago and elsewhere, was 
due in very substantial part to the 
willingness of the Shuberts to per- 
mit the use of their theatres without 
rental charges to put on such per- 
formances, 
assistance to us in other ways. 

John Jay Hopkins. 


Vice Chairman and Director of Or- ! 


ganization, Finnish Relief Fund, 
Inc. 


Comm’! Tieups No New Idea 
New York. 
Editor, VARIFTY: 

Noted in the past week or so an 
article about Disney and Paramount 
and others in the field who have 
made merchandising tieups with 
certain theatrical and motion picture 
characters and associations. 

Please note this paragraph [en- 
closed] from the biography of F. W. 
Woolworth. now running in the 
Saturday Evening Post, which shows 
that balloons and watches were sold 
in Woolworth stores, 50 years ago, in 
1890, as a merchandising tieup with 
Maggie Cline’s featured song, ‘Down 
Went McGinty,’ at Tony Pastor's. 

There's nothing new under the 
sun, and this should be a lesson to 
some Johnny-Come-Latelys who 
might think so. 

W. H. Brown. 





Met and Unions 
Rochester, N. Y. 


The 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Can you spare a few moments to 
listen to a few comments brought 
on by reading the letter and your re- 
marks concerning the Met Opera in 
Forum, Feb. 7. 

The unions are not concerned with 
politics of the Met or any other thea- 
trical enterprise. The thought be- 
hind unions is to obtain work for 
their members. That is the current 


struggle today. Technologigal de- 
velopments in the theatre business 
have done away with many jobs. 


The Met Opera is one of the few en- 


A spokesman for Keith, Prowse, Eng- | 


‘Taming of the Shrew’ in prepara- | 


and also their effective | 


terprises left that gives work to 
many people. y 

Did you read the article in the 
| Feb. 4 issue of the Chicago Tribune 
,on its front page concerning the 
, Chicago Civic Opera? The manage- 
;ment of the Chicago Civic Opera 
| thanks the Chicago unions for mak- 
ing it possible for the Civic Opera 
to continue. O, boy, the Chi Trib 
carries a story on its front page 
praising unions! 

Variery is a business publication, 
a trade magazine, and I for one 
| think you are one of the best friends 
‘unions have. 


Jacob Bernstein. 





'Cronin’s H-W Investment 


Holly wood,.March 5. 
Buster Cronin, for many years 
manager for the Al G., 
| Barnes circus enterprises, has bought 


I sup- Elliot Shapiro, of Shapiro-Bernstein, | part of the detunct Hagenbeck-Wal- 
of any theatre became interested and published a, 
new version with lyrics and title by. 


lace outfit, quartered at nearby Bald- 
win Park. 


He previously announced that he 


would have an outfit on the road this: 


year. 





Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 


| Nebiolo’s | Vicki Allen 
/ Carol & Solly Stone | Diane Denise 
Anne Lee 'Chet Everhardt 
| Sandy Lisle | Preston Lambert 
‘Lee Barton Evans Rovalettes 
Danny Demetry Ore 


Sake 
Wally Rand 
June Kemp 
Joel Gonzales 
Happy Hauck Orc 














; Ray Carlin Gre 

| Northwood Ina 
Szita & Anis 
Burns’ Can’y Circus 
Jimny Gargano O1 
Gus Howard 


| Oanis 
Estelle Taylor 
| Gloria Miller 
Car-Lyle 
Leshonnes 
Charlie Lazin Ore 
| Harvey Stone 
Palm Beach 
Forest & HRilda 
Roland & Reid 
i Vanettes 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Kedford Ton 


Don Miller, Organist 
Londoniers 


Club Royale 
& Kevel 


San Diego 
, 4 Coeds 
' Orville Van 
Karl Beaudrie 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
| Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Clyde T.ucas Ore 
| Lynn lucas 
Verne’s 
P Marakoff Rev 
Syd & Welby Cook 
Margie Rush 
Rave Burke 
| Capt Spiller 
Geo Alfano Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Geld Cup Room) 


Moore 


Rajah Raboid ‘Mac McGraw Trio 
Carrousel Jimmie'’s 
Ed Mcbonald Ore Bob Eastinan Ore 


Fields ‘Redford & Wallace 
Henny Youngman | Beal & Peggy 
Michael Peyton 
Marr 


Renny 


Alice, Dawn 

| Warren & Bodee | Patsy 
Charies Fredericks La Paloma Club 
Frank Talley Bd 
Evelyn Clark 
Marge Ward 

Pat 
Perry 
Don l.ucas 

|} Rachel Clark 


Danny Yates 


Club Bali 
Jack Melvin Ore 
Harvey Kao Ore 
Don David Ore 
Toni Lane 
i Temple & 
| Del Breese 
! Princess Aloma 
Ruth Hazen 
Joey Cappo 


Doyle 
Zarrow 


Jaran 


Miami Biltmore 
| Mex Bergere Orc 
Elvira Ries 
Castaine & Barrie 


Club Belmont 


Wingie Mannone O 
: faskell 

Buddy Walker | Ha 

Margie Greene Mother Kelly's 

Ann Page Tauv Vove Bd 

Club Bo Hemel Owen & Parker 
Jerry Kruger 

Ron Perry Ore 


Berrett Green 


| Cross & Dunn Taos 


Reynolds 
Club Continentale 


Paddock Club 
Alex Bathin Ore Leon Prima Ore 
Joe E Lewis | Frances Faye 
ded a Lenny Kent 
Frazee Sis ara Ait 


veime, Sere Rogers & Morris 
(Rumba Casino) 
lo De La Rosa Ore 
Felipe de Flores 
Club Ha-Ha 
Don Charles Ore 
| Pat Clayton 


Pleasure Isle Club 
Teddy Howard Orc 
Geo Gregory 
Frances Fay 
Vickey Joyce 
Vivian Rave 


Vio.et Clemons 
Johnny Mangum } 
Tex Hendrix Roadside Kest 
Bobby LaMarr Tonv Topez Orc 
Hilly Herrero leon Fields 
Lynn & Johnson Mitzi O'Neil 
Nichi Gales 
Paul Russell Koney Plaza 
Norman bewis (Valm Gardens) 
| Teddy Coppy Michael Zarin Ore 
| Blackie Dennie Alharte Ore 
George Kell) Georges & Jalna 
Dempsey's Sara Ann McCabe 
™ Terry LaFkFranconi 
Vaughn Monroe OF) pansy pevine 
Vineent Braugrale O1 
Sophie Tucket Royal Paim Club 
Killv de Woife Aha Loman Ore 
Pepito & Carmen Paul Remos Co 
Esquire ‘Yooy Martin 
Yerrvy Lawlor 
Jean Wald Ore Miehoe] Loring 
Five O'Clock Club Water tong 
Walter Feldkamp O- proce Blaine 
~ Dave ’ 
Rac “ Pay eg the Drum 
r . Herbert Marsh hie 
Kit Kat Yvette Dare 
Hal Lane Ore | Renuvel & Tova 
Pete Clifford ; Bud Sweeney 
Ollie Bughy Ore Irmgaiad 
SYRACUSE 


| Lee Tucker 
Svlvia KBiown 
Lola Winters 
hay Costello 
Giadvs Clark 
Sweethearts 


Andy's Ton 
Marian 
Rochwells 
Abel KBarbuto 
Ken Greene 
Irving Jacobs 


eae ' Luigi's 
Club Candee ‘ . 

; Girl Friends ¢ 
Leon Rovkhy Ore Jack Terry 
Freddie Grinnell Morlin 
Raeburn Twins ; 
Brownie tlodge Renna’s 
Kearns & Ailen Danny Boone 
Northern Flashes Cusimiera Tric 

“lo Lune 
Greenwich Village Kurbara Jardin 
Anton Cotton O14 ‘Therese 








ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


, Larry Cotton’s tenor is heard to ad- 
| vantage in two romantic numbers; 
the Le Ahn sisters join nine of the 
band’s boys in some pleasing vo- 
calizing; Bobby Hackett does fancy 
trumpeting, after which Heidt batons 
to the strains of ‘Walking in the 
Park,’ Three of the boys join the 
Le Ahn sisters to put over the ‘Man 
Who comes to Our House,’ with 
Heidt himself also warbling. It’s a 
neat comedy novelty. 


The lone marked departure from 
the music and song comes when Art 
Carney does his remarkably realistic 
| impersonations of Al Smith and 
| President Roosevelt. 
| ter he ends on a serous note that 

sets well with the president's ad- 
_mirers. 

' Ferrington cops laughs with his 
version of the ‘Little Red Fox,’ and 
Carney contributes to the merri- 
ment; Heidt also scores with a comic 








then Bernie Mattinson gets hot on 
the drums; at the novachord, Henry 
Russell, baritone, accompanies him- 
self in two sentimental numbers of 
his own composition; Frankie Carle 
has the customers clamoring tor 
more. 
the piano, Fred Lowery. blind whis- 
tler, stops the show with the ‘Wil- 
liam Tell’ overture. For a finale, 
there’s ‘Bells of St. Mary's,’ with 
Heidt introducing all the performers. 
Big lower floor nearly filled and a 
sprinkling in 

opening performance Friday (1). 
Rees. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 





Miami, March 2. 


Robinson Twins, Jean Carroll & 
Buddy Howe, Dobas Quartet. 
Olympia could have pulled the 


screen up among the flies this week 
and still had the customers sitting in 
the aisles, with Dorothy Lamour top- 
ping a breezy stage 


entertainment. 


deeper in the till and surrounded the 
headliner with some decorative tal- 
ent. 


_Luscious lass has cut a wide swath | 
since last in Miami, when a local ; 
stickman nixed her bid for a spot) 


at this show, the stubholders could 
be heard gasping out on Flagler street. 
Slipped right into the groove with 
the ‘Peanut Vendor's Sister,’ then 
thrushed ‘Careless’ once over lightly 
on the s.a. side. Clinched turn with 
a medley of film hits, and after a 
neat curtain speech, came back for 
‘This Is the Beginning of the End.’ 


Robinson Twins, nice looking 
youngsters with plenty on the hoof, 
are spotted ahead of Miss Lamour. 
Tap acrobatics are smoothly executed 
in a fresh, appealing style that is 
hoof and tonsil routine is slightly out 
of phase with the rest of the bill, but 
windup has them in a snappy terp 
turn that is okay. Chatter is pretty 
inane, relying heavily on blue gags 
for laughs. 

Dobas Quartet in the kickoff slot 
offers a spectacular balancing turn 
by three femmes and one man. Par- 
ticularly impressive when trio work 
on a high ladder, supported by one 
of the gals. Aside from his m.c. 
chores, Walsh tosses off some nifty 
imitations, and draws a how! from 
the audience when he hokes the Fred 
Waring glee club, working with the 
stage crew, house band and a prop 
usher. 
| Biz $.R.0. 





Les. 


| Majestic, San Antonio 


San Antonio, March 2. 


| Major Bowes’ Fifth Anniversary 
Unit with Dave Barry, Sinclair Trip- 
| lets, Joan and Ernie, Edna Dittus, 
| John Holmes, Evelyn Claire, Patri- 
| cia Holton & Co. (2), Frank Duke, 
| Mr. and Mrs. Sparks, Lynn Lawrence, 
|'Two Ushers, 5 Harmonica Jacks, 
| Gladys Schiwitz, Ernest Hauser 
| House Orch: ‘Charley McCarthy, De- 
| tective’ (U). 

| on 
| In 1935 the first Major Bowes 
junit started on its way from Texas. 
| This week the fifth anniversary unit 
|of winners in Major Bowes radio 
|}amateur hour comes here with a 
| vast array of talent, the best seen 
|here to date. It is a rather fast- 
|'moving show, although running 65 
| minutes at the first curtain opening 
' day, when caught. Keeping in the 
spirit of the unit, a huge backdrop, 
upon which are five large candles, 
backgrounds. 

| Dave Barry is the show's m. c. and 
does an excellent job. Has his own 





With the lat- | 


song, ‘I Must Have One More Kiss,’ | 


tickles the ivories in a manner that | 


After Heidt has a whirl at} 


the balcony at the! 


Dorothy Lamour, Sammy Walsh, | 


layout that! 
whams across 50 minutes of socko! Stewart. 
_ With Miss Lamour’s | sonations 
assure .0.. Managers Weise and} : pe 
Mount could also have booked a fly- | —— ee ee ce Seen 
weight supporting bill and coasted | 
in under the wire, but instead dipped | ¢g}s_ 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 47 _____ 





| Spot with several outstanding imita- 
| tions of screen and radio stars, best 
| being Edward G. Robinson and Ed 
: Wynn. 

Several singing acts give the pa- 
| trons their fill of various types of 
| Songs, ranging from the classics to 
| the popular, The Sinclair Triplets, 
| Sisters, sing several semi-classies 
_ well, Evelyn Claire is a pleasing 
| personality with a nice lyric soprano. 
| Edna Dittus does ‘Mr. Paganini’ 
_with takeoff on Martha Raye that 
goes over nicely. Lynn Lawrence, 
, who recently joined the unit, also 
clicks with ‘Oh Johnny,’ followed by 


| ‘Billy,’ and had the audience asking 
_for more. 


A bit different vocally is the piece 
done by Frank Duke. Does a straight 
tenor, then a soprano and tenor duet, 
| using for good effect a man’s hat 
/ when venoging and a ladies’ chapeau 
when reaching for the high ones. 

In a contest conducted by KTSA 
| here there were two winners in- 
stead of one, which was the original 
plan, so the arrangements were for 
one to appear three days and the 
other the remainder of the week. 
Gladys Schiwitz was the first to ap- 
pear. Has a pleasing appearance 
and sings several light classical se- 
_lections in nice soprano. 


Joan and Ernie have a nice flashy 
tap turn. John Holmes is outstand- 
ing with his imitations of barnyard 
inhabitants, being called back for 
several encores. 


Top honors go to Patricia Holton 
& Co. (2). Although it is strictly a 
visual bit, it was presented on the 
‘air with amazing success recently. 
The 13-year-old Miss Holton is blind- 
‘folded and her father asks her to 
identify objects he holds. The pater 
, doesn’t stop at anything; dates on 
‘coins, numbers on paper money, 
/ names of patrons all are readily an- 
swered. 


Musical novelty is the offering of 
, Mr. and Mrs. Sparks. Both come 
' out playing accordions, then he shifts 
| to various instruments of the house 
| band, playing a bit on each. Imper- 
sonations are presented by the Two 
Ushers, who give their versions of 
| film stars. Best is the routine of the 
| one who goes over with nice impres- 
sions of Don Ameche and James 
Other does female imper- 
which need a little bit 


Jacks have a standard turn, with 
nice takeoff on the Minevitch Ras- 


' 


with his crew. When Sammy Walsh | 
bowed her on in a gold lame gown! 


| Show ends with entire company 
!on stage for singing of ‘God Bless 
| America,’ with a falling drop having 
a likeness of Uncle Sam. 
Ernest Hauser’s house band is on 
stage throught, lending nice support. 
Biz very good. Andy. 


SOUTHWEST CAVALCADE 
SET TO START MAY 29 


Albuquerque, N. M., March 5. 
The southwest’s world fair proto- 
type, in an entirely different phase 








, of entertainment, is rapidly round- 


easy on the orbs. Carroll and Howe's | 


ing into shape for the opening of 
pageantry in Albuquerque May 29 
which will depict history 400 years 
in the making and dramatize Fran- 
cisco Vasquez de Coronado’s entry 
into what is now the United States 


| in 1540. 


On sound stages measuring more 
than 250 feet in length and designed 
by Jerome H. Cargill, New York 
pageant producer, the entire travels 
of these southwest “pilgrims” will be 
reenacted in 20 New Mexico and 
west Texas towns throughout the 
year. Paul Horgan, 1935 Harper 
prize winner, has been named 
sistant to Cargill. 

Under present plans, each city in 
the pageant tour will provide the 
cast of hundreds needed for the pro- 
duction of the show, with the ex- 
ception of several of the leading 
characters, Professional players who 
can double for radio dramatizations 
head the cast. 

Lucy Barton is directing the prep- 
aration of 555 costumes, authentic 
of the period, for the Coronado Cav- 
alcade. The pageant book was writ- 
ten by Thomas Wood Stevens. 


as- 





Imperial Fair Opens 





Imperial City, Cal., March 5. 

Imperial Valley fair has opened 
here (1) and runs nine days, earliest 
outdoor show of the 1940 season. 
Bert Levey agency of Hollywood 
furnished 18 vaude acts and al] free 
attractions for the layout. 

Fair managers throughout country 
usually gauge Imperial Valley -show 
as a barometer of what may be ex- 
pected .in other spots.during the 
year, 









VARIETY Weduesday, March 6, 1949 


America’s No. 1 Band)! 


GLENN MILLER 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Topping the town week after week in actual 
covers at Hotel Pennsylvania, 12,725 covers 


- in 7 weeks... NBC Networks Coast to Coast 
... Return engagement starting Oct. 10th 
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* Chesterfield Cigarettes 
Tues. Wed. Thurs.—10 P.M. EST-—CBS 


(Newell-Emmett) 
* Victor-Bluebird Records 


* Heading for a new record currently 
at the New York Paramount Theatre! 





* On tour starting April 5 
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